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We are so grateful to gather together here in the name of our Lord Jesus. And it is to the praise of the Lord that we can gather here in Vancouver. We have been gathered by the Lord for a calling. There is a calling from the Lord: You are My witnesses. My particular portion is to share from Paul’s testimony of Jesus. And we find his personal testimony given in Philippians chapter 3.
 
Philippians 3:7 – 14 But what things were gain to me these things I count, on account of Christ, loss. But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which would be on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God through faith, to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead. Not that I have already obtained the prize, or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession of it, seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not count to have gotten possession myself; but one thing – forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, I pursue, looking towards the goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.
 
Isaiah 43: 10 – 11 You are My witnesses, saith Jehovah, and my servant whom I have chosen; that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am HE: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, I am Jehovah; and besides me there is no savior.
 
Our Father, we come to You tonight and we come in the name of the Lord Jesus, the faithful and true witness. We know that the Holy Spirit has been given to us to bear witness of Christ. We pray that we will focus our eyes upon our Lord Jesus tonight. That You may remove the distractions as we gather together tonight. We come to say as apostle Paul did, we want to know Christ. We have confidence that the Holy Spirit will strengthen our weakness and quicken our body to be attentive as we gather tonight. And now we cast ourselves in complete dependence upon You tonight. We thank You that You are among us. We pray with faith in Jesus’ precious name. Amen.
 
We have been gathered to this calling: You are my witnesses. There is something we should say at the beginning for this saying ‘you are my witnesses’. If He has gathered us and declared us as witnesses, that means He is already here. He is already doing something. And He wants us simply to bear witness of what He is doing.
 
We have read a few verses from Isaiah. He was prophesying about Israel who would come back from captivity. And because they forsook all of the idols in captivity, now they could be witnesses of the one true God. When you read the whole chapter, you can see that God was gathering all the nations of the world together. And they were gathered together to prove whether there is any other God besides Jehovah. In the court room, God Himself spoke first. He said, ‘I alone am God. Is there any other God besides Me? I am He, the only God. There is no other God who can save but Me. That is who I am and you are my witnesses’.
 
Do you believe that? Israel was to be the witness of this one God. But we know that Israel’s testimony began to fade. This witness of this Jehovah was growing dark. And then Jesus, the servant of the Lord came. He fulfilled this role of witness for Jehovah God. He was the faithful and true witness. When He saw God did something, He witnessed to it. When we come to the Book of Acts, we see Jesus again gathering some men together. He told his disciples, ‘You are to be my witnesses. But wait until the Holy Spirit comes upon you for power. And when you are there witnessing for me, the Holy Spirit also will bear witness’.
 
On the day of the Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon them. They began to go out and to witness in Jerusalem and in Judea and in Samaria and to other parts of the world. The apostle Paul was saved in part by the witness of Stephen the martyr. As Stephen bore faithful witness as to who Jesus was, the people came upon him and stoned him to death. Saul was in their midst. Saul began to persecute the church but he could not escape the faithful witness of Stephen. Then the Lord Jesus met the apostle Paul on the road to Damascus. And what did the Lord say to him? After He revealed that He was Jesus, we found recorded in Acts 26:16 that the Lord called the apostle Paul to be a witness. The Lord said, ‘But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you’. We know from the Scripture that when Paul was given the opportunity to witness for Jesus, he spoke of the Jesus he met on the road to Damascus. His witness was powerful. But all he did was that he spoke of what he had seen and heard. And we see that Jesus said he would be the witness also to the things that he would see after his experience on the road to Damascus.
 
And we thank God that through the letters that Paul wrote we can see that more and more he understood who Jesus was. When Paul was thrown in prison in Rome, we know he wrote Philippians, Ephesians and Colossians at the same time. These three prison epistles are tremendous revelation of Christ. In Ephesians we see the revelation that Jesus is the center of God’s eternal purpose. And the church which is His body is to be the witness of His eternal purpose and of the grace that is in Christ Jesus. In Colossians we see Paul lifting up the Christ and all of His grandeur. He is the creator, the redeemer, and the head of the church. And He is preeminence, firstborn over all creation. Now all of these things which we all know were Paul’s witness of all the things he knew about Christ. In these books of Ephesians and Colossians we see the substance of the testimony of Jesus.
 
But we are thankful for the letter to the Philippians. The church in Philippi was a Macedonian church and was not rich by any means. But they had been praying and supporting the apostle Paul since his second journey. Paul obviously felt so wonderfully bound with these saints that he opened up his heart to them and shared his personal testimony. And it is an amazing testimony especially if you know Paul’s background. Paul said there was a time when I held things important in my life – my religion, my zeal for righteousness, my authentic Jewish heritage. These were the many things that I held as important to me. But then I met Christ. And I began to know Christ. And Paul said what I began to see was the excellency of Christ my Lord. What Paul was saying was that when I began to know Jesus, there was something excellent about Him and He changed everything in my life. Now I considered the things rubbish which I once thought wonderful. Paul had now seen the ultimate and he was spoiled by the knowledge of Christ. So Paul put away all those things he thought important. And as a matter of fact by the time he wrote Philippians, when he said I am forgetting the things that lied behind, it not only included the former heritage but also included the former successes he had in building churches and other things.
 
And Paul shared with the Philippians ‘here is my testimony: I want to gain Christ, I want to know Him’. And suddenly we realize that there is so much more to know about Christ than just what we know at the beginning. Now it will take us longer than our whole weekend here if we are to share on all the things that Paul saw in Christ. But you have to agree with me on this. He had been captivated by Christ and I would like to see how knowing Christ affected his ministry as he ministered to the Philippians. And when we look at the letter to the Philippians, we see that Paul not only ministered the doctrinal, objective knowledge of Christ to the people, but the Christ life within him was ministered with overflowing encouragement to these saints.
Tonight I want to share how Paul ministered or what he had already known of Christ. As he had seen Christ he began to live on a higher ground as he ministered to the saints in Philippi. Then in the second session, if God willing, I would like to share on how he was stretching forth to know more of Christ. And this is the testimony to us who serve the Lord. What do you know of the Lord? Then we should minister out of that. And if our knowledge and testimony of our Lord are to remain fresh, there need to be a further pursuing. I think if we just minister of what we know and then fail to pursue further, soon it will become stale. But if we join with Paul stretching forward to the mark and high calling of God in Christ Jesus then our testimony is ever expanding. We notice when Paul was ministering to the Philippians, we see something that is important. Paul was encouraging this church. Evidently there were some problems because they were preaching the gospel, and Paul wanted to encourage them. This is so important in our ministry, to encourage the saints. And so we see how Paul was encouraging the Philippians out of his own encouragement from the Lord. Before we look at how he encouraged the saints, we will just do a brief outline in terms of Paul’s testimony.
 
If there is a theme to his testimony, it is Philippians 3:8 ‘I want to gain Christ’. What a testimony it was. He had such a love for the Lord. He saw something so tremendous in the Lord. That I may gain Christ. I have to look at that next time. Now we summarize the four chapters. Paul’s testimony for the first chapter is 1:21 ‘For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain’. Christ was his life and he shared this with them. It was not about doctrine. It was not about service. It was about life – Christ, my life. In chapter 2 it is verse 5, ‘For let this mind be in you which was also in Christ’. That is, have the mind of Christ. That was his testimony. He told the Philippians we need the mind of Christ. Chapter 3 is verse 8 – I press on for the goal; Christ was my goal. Is not that wonderful? He did not have goals of victory or so many churches started or so many souls saved. His goal was Christ. And then chapter 4 is verse 13 – I can do all things through Him who strengthens me: Christ, my strength. What a wonderful testimony it was – Christ my life, Christ my mind, Christ my goal and Christ my strength. Paul began to see Christ as the alpha and omega and that everything came down to Christ. I just leave that impression with you of Paul’s testimony.
 
But I need to ask you a few questions. Now when those we served observed us what do they see? When we serve God, do they see our dedication or our ambition? Or maybe they see our intelligence, our sincerity? Or do they see a lover of Christ? Paul wrote many letters. Some of them are very doctrinal and strong in knowledge and objective. But in every one of those epistles you can see that Paul had a heart for Christ Himself. Paul was an apostle, bond servant and a steward. But he was a lover of Christ. He was so full of Christ. You remember how Jesus spoke to the disciples in John 14 – the prince of this world is coming for Me, but he has nothing in Me. Paul’s horizon seemed to be so full of Christ that indeed he was crucified with Christ and dead to the world and Satan did not seem to get into Paul’s life. The point I try to make is that the gospel of Jesus is not just something that we preach but something we live. If we preach great doctrine like Christ lives in me, or Christ works through me, is that a reality that can be seen that we are standing in the power of His resurrection? This is what strikes me and challenges me when I look at Paul’s testimony. What did Paul say about Jesus? To me to live is Christ. Christ is my goal. Christ is my strength. This was Paul’s testimony.
 
Now we want to see how Paul ministered to the elders and saints in Philippi. Paul had grown in his knowledge of Christ. And we have to admit that when Paul wrote this letter to the Philippians he has grown and matured in deep knowledge of his Savior. He was talking about knowing. We can imagine when Paul was first saved; he was hungry and was searching for answers to his Christian life. And Paul searched the scripture and began to put together how Christ could become ‘my righteousness, my salvation and my justification by faith’. These doctrines he had to work out in his mind. I can almost picture Paul’s days out in the desert with scrolls before him trying to figure out what was this righteousness by faith and all of these things that had happened to his life. So the first thing was the desire to gain the knowledge of these truths. Of course there was a difference. I think with the keenness of Paul’s mind, he might become a very strong doctrinaire. But the problem was that Paul said when he went off to pursue these things, Christ was revealed to him. So he could never forget that salvation has to do with the Savior and the righteousness has to do with His righteousness within the one who has been revealed.
 
To the young people, do you love the Lord? Then you should study the word to show yourself, to prove them to God and to be able to divide the word of God and to understand these things for yourself. This subjective knowledge is very important to us. But do not forget, you also need to know the Christ who dwells in you the hope of glory.
 
Paul like most of us came to stage two where he served the Lord faithfully preaching the gospel. It is so wonderful to preach the gospel because you bear witness of Christ Jesus. And you know what happens when you do that? To those who witness the gospel of Christ, the Holy Spirit in you revealed Christ in fuller and greater dimension. So when Paul was preaching the gospel in Damascus after he was saved, he was preaching the Christ who saves. By the time he was preaching in Antioch he was preaching the fullness of Christ and Christ our life. Are you such a servant? Has the Lord begun to reveal things about Himself to you? Upon that basis of the gospel foundation, the Holy Spirit begins to reveal to you Christ in His fullness. I remember a point in my earlier days when I could not wait to read another book by Watchman Nee that Brother Kaung translated into English. You may be used to reading the works of our brother and I think you will agree with me that he had so much revelation. Reading his book is like the fourth of July. I wanted to see more revelation. Are you such a servant? You would love to read such books to discover more revelation of Christ. By the time Paul got to Philippians, he was in the third stage. He was still grounded on the basic foundation of the gospel. He still wanted further revelation. But his life was no longer just focused on the ministry but now was focused on the Lord Himself. What do you think Paul’s testimony means when he said ‘I pursue, looking towards the goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus’? Surely Paul continued to minister. Even when he was in prison he continued to write letters, to pray and to serve. Did he find ‘a higher ministry’? He was still an apostle, still a bond servant but now he was serving the Lord Himself. We, who are the faithful servants of God, we sometimes serve the house. But do we serve the Lord? So Paul in his ministry by the time he wrote Philippians had an aspect of his life that transcended ministry. It had to do with something personally related to Christ.
 
We will go back to Philippians and see how Paul used his knowledge to minister to these saints. In order to see how he ministered, we have to go back to 1:21 ‘for to me to live is Christ, to die is gain’. Paul was in a difficult situation. Many things were unknown in his life, whether he would be released to minister again or whether he would be martyred for the Lord. But Paul had come to a position of rest in a relationship to Christ that enabled him to minister to the Philippians. If you look at the verses around 1:21, you see how this was worked out in Paul’s own life. Such was his experience of Christ in his own life that he was able to say to depart and be with Christ would be much better. How many of you want to live and never die? Just if I can stay alive another day. That is all I want. If I can just survive, that is important. But for Paul it is ‘for me to live is Christ and to die is gain’. So you noticed he said in 1:23 that he was hard pressed between two situations. To depart to be with Christ would be much better. How do you feel about that? Can we love Christ so much that death loses its sting? It seems that Paul said here, it was better to be with Christ. Now the only person who can say that and be really true is someone who knew Christ so well that he could no longer not be with Him. But then Paul said on the other hand to remain was necessary for your sake. So Paul said what was I going to do? Did this bother him? No, he had learned that his life was in the sovereign hands of his God.
And he said I knew the Lord would do what was best. As a matter of fact if you look at Philippians 1:19-21, Paul said ‘for I know that this shall turn out for me to salvation, through your supplication and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ; according to my earnest expectation and hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but in all boldness, as always, now also Christ shall be magnified in my body whether by life or by death. For for me to live is Christ, and to die gain’. He said ‘So should I go there or should I stay here? I will not make that decision. I will leave it to the Lord. And I know something in my heart. I think the Lord is going to release me because of your prayers and because the Holy Spirit is working. I know I need to stay a little longer for your sake and for the Lord’s. But no guarantees whether I am absent or with you. Whatever happens I have one earnest expectation. That the Lord will keep my testimony in my body and I will boldly declare the testimony whether in death or in life’. He said ‘is it life or is it death. That is not my decision. My decision is that I want to exalt my Lord in whatever is best’. So we can see that Paul had come to rest in the wrestling in his knowledge of Christ.
 
So let us go back and see how he encouraged the Philippians. The Philippians had been preaching the gospel and were facing some difficulties and some conflicts. And so if we were to describe the atmosphere of chapter 1, we would say it would be that of encouragement. Here was Paul, sitting in prison and he had wrestled many nights what was the purpose and what God’s will was for him. But there in his imprisoned circumstances the Lord had come to him many times with encouragement and comfort. So now it was time to write to the saints in Philippi. And his love for Christ and love for them overflowed in the letter. Many bible books said that the theme of the Book of Philippians is the joy of the Lord. Now actually that is not the topic of the Book of Philippians. It is just the life of somebody whose life was joy overflowed with Christ. He wrote to the Philippians and he encouraged their hearts. He wrote them saying ‘every time I think of you I am full of thanksgiving and joy. And you know why I feel that way. I am so glad you are doing the same job that I am doing. You are preaching the gospel. You are bearing the witness. My heart is right with you. I wish I was there with you preaching the gospel. Do you remember what we found? We always find sufficient grace when we preach the gospel. And since you are serving along with me in this ministry of the gospel, I am very confident of something. First, that God has begun a good work in you and second He will complete on the day of His return. In the day of Christ when He returns, your work will have been completed’. And so he encouraged them as fellow soldiers of the gospel.
 
Now who should be encouraging who? Maybe the Philippians sent Paul a letter. Paul was the one in jail but he was encouraging the saints. He was the one full of joy. I know Paul had been accused of things but I have a hard time finding selfishness in him. When you look at the next section of verses 12 -18 in chapter 1, Paul said you know what I had discovered in my situation in jail? Christ was in complete and sovereign control. He said ‘I want to report to you, that the circumstances of my imprisonment have resulted in the furtherance of the gospel’. You can just imagine the Philippians praying for Paul asking God to help him and help him get out. Love prays and love causes others to have concern. So Paul set their hearts at rest. He spoke to them as people who had inside information. It almost seemed as if he was saying remember that time when I was in Philippi and I was in jail, and how God turned everything around and the jailer was saved as a result of my imprisonment and now it happened again. He said in verse 13 that now since his imprisonment he had a chance to preach to the Roman guards and some of them were getting saved. And then there were some Roman brothers here who saw my imprisonment and became bolder in preaching the gospel. Then he said of course there were some of those who preached the gospel to spite me. It did not bother me. I was glad the gospel was going out, however it was, it was going out.
 
What I am trying to show you is that Paul brought all these things to a whole new ground of resurrection regarding his imprisonment. And what he was showing was that in his trust of Christ, he knew the ministry was not about him. There was a dear brother who came to Richmond to speak years ago. And he went through several years of difficulty in his life where he was limited in his ministry. And afterwards he wrote a book. This was a big preacher and his book is titled ‘God Can Do It Without Me’. This is what Paul was saying. It is the gospel work that is important. With me in prison, the gospel went on. So first of all, praise God. And then he told them in verses 27-30 that they had an important role in this gospel ministry. ‘I want you to know that God has counted you worthy of suffering for the sake of God. You remember in the Book of Act, how the brothers preached gospel in a town and when they left the town they would shake the dust off their feet and rejoiced and went to the next town. And they rejoiced of being counted to be worthy to suffer for the sake of the gospel’. So Paul said ‘listen, you are sharing the gospel, you are sharing the same suffering that I am going through. So rejoice, join with me and be faithful. This is a privilege’.
 
Let us look at the second example. Philippians 2: 5 – 11 is one of the most famous passages ‘let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus; who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal beings, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God the Father’s glory.’
 
We know there was a problem in Philippi from Philippians 4:1. There were two sisters who were having conflict. Rather than Paul said to them, you two sisters, stop it; Paul before he talked to the sisters he wanted all the saints in Philippi to look towards the attitude that Christ Jesus had. And so he said, let this mind be in you which is also in Christ Jesus. Now actually there are two different words that Paul used for the mind of Christ. Both words are words for mind. There is an objective mind of Christ. In 1 Corinthians 2:16 ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, who shall instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ’, we see Paul using the mind of Christ which points to the objective knowledge, intelligence. So what Paul was saying was that this was spiritual, that God was revealing the objective knowledge to his people. But in Philippians 2 it is another word that was used which relates to our thinking and our attitude to expressing our mind. So in our English translation, it is ‘now have this attitude of Christ, have this way of thinking’. A new translation called Message, said this ‘think of yourself the way Christ Jesus thought of himself’. What was Paul’s point? His point was: do you live in Christ? Does Christ live in you? If this is true, then at some point His attitude should become our attitude and His way of thinking should be our way of thinking. And especially he was talking of two things; having an attitude of humility and of serving obedience. So Paul addressed the Philippians in chapter 2 – now you are suffering for the gospel and I know while you are suffering, you also receive God’s comfort and consolation of love. If you would make me happy, have this mind, attitude of Christ among yourself. Have this humility not conceit; this preferring one another. We were being transformed in the character of Christ. But even as He had such an attitude, we also should have the same attitude. So what did Paul do? Let us look at Jesus. What was I talking about? What kind of mind did I mean? Look at Jesus, He was in the form of God, He did not feel like He had to grasp it. He let it go, He humbled Himself and He became a man, a servant. He became obedient to death. And now God has highly exalted Him. You should have that same attitude. You could not force someone to be humble. People who faked humbleness were doubly proud. But if Christ’s life was being transformed in you, this attitude became so real that Paul did not say have this mind but rather this mind in you. It was not that you are being humble. But he said the humility of Christ was in you.
 
And in Philippians 4, He applied it to these two sisters Euodia and Syntyche. Now I think every fellowship has these two sisters, Euodia and Syntyche. I was in a fellowship once and these two sisters always had conflicts. One was always going out to find people and witnessing to them and bringing them in. She was full of love. The other sister was a teacher and she liked to teach the truth. But she was a little over critical; always had an opinion. The other sister never had an opinion. They had a conflict. It was because they did not have the mind of Christ. It ended up having a conflict among all sisters there.
 
Paul said in 4:1- 2 ‘So that, my brethren, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, thus stand fast in the Lord, beloved. I exhort Euodia, and exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in the Lord’. The word ‘exhort’ means I come along side and then the word ‘mind’ is exactly the same word that he used in chapter 2. Literally he said I want you Euodia and Syntyche to have the mind of Christ. And then he asked the responsible brothers to have the same mind of Christ to help them. He wanted them to live in this co-working together, to be bound in this same mind of Christ. Now this is very important especially if we serve the Lord in the church. I do not think I need to tell you that if we want to have a testimony in the fellowship we need to have the mind of Jesus. It is true there are many so called Christian works going on that promote pride, jealousy and everything that is opposite to Christ’s mind. But you can see that Paul’s knowledge of Christ includes Paul’s mind being humble and obedient. And so he tried to encourage the brothers and sisters to live this way – in humbleness and harmony. The reality is that the Lord had set both Euodia and Syntyche in the body of Christ. Each one served Christ in their own way and both built up the church. But if Christ is to be our life and our testimony, then His mind should also be ours.
 
There is one final point.  Paul had learned to rest in the nearness of the Lord’s coming.  Look at 4 – 5 ‘Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known of all men. The Lord is near’. Why is it that every brother who comes to know the Lord has a feeling that His coming is very near. This is not just a wish that they have. It is a sense that they have. And so Paul was talking about Euodia and Syntyche. He said, ‘You know the Lord is coming very soon. Be gentle in spirit’. It is hard for God’s worker to be gentle in spirit. I remember this older pastor talking to a young preacher and this young preacher asked him, ‘what you think of my message’? The old man said ‘you got to make up your mind whether you want to feed the sheep or club the goat’. In light of the fact that the Lord is near, can we be gentle with one another? In light of the fact that the Lord is near, can we rejoice in the Lord and again rejoice. In the light of the fact that the Lord is near can we be anxious for nothing but with prayer and thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God and He will keep our peace. Is that possible? And because the Lord is near, be occupied with these things, whatever is pure, just, noble, amiable and of good report, think of these things. I heard the republican and democratic convention and I heard nothing pure, just or noble. And actually Paul was saying something stronger than just thinking of these things. Romans 6:11said, ‘reckon yourself dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus’. He was using the same word ‘reckon’ here with regards to truth. You can see Paul was on a higher calling.
 
Now you workers of the Lord, in the church you are the ones who are known as the worriers. You cannot let go, you fret a lot. Should the servant of God worries about his health and finances? If the Lord is very near, do not worry about these stuffs. Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice. How can you do that? I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. Chapter 4 is so precious in telling us how to learn to be content in whatever situation we are in because Paul knew that the Lord is his Jehovah Jireh. All I am trying to say is that Paul was living out his love for Christ and he was encouraging the saints to live on a higher plane. Now we are witnesses. And so may we pursue the Christ that Paul pursued so that we can live on a higher ground.
 
Lord, we are so thankful that Paul was met by You in every way on resurrection ground. All the things made for death has been overcome and he was living on a higher plane. During these days together, may You open our eyes to the excellency of Christ which is so precious, until Christ is our life. And Christ is our mind. And Christ is our goal. And Christ is our sublime. Oh Lord to this higher ground we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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It is a wonderful blessing to gather together to worship our Lord. I have been asked to share on Philippians 3:10 ‘that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death’. I have already shared on it once. We dared not grow weary on this passage. And we were touched by the depth of the scriptures even as we sang the hymn ‘My Goal is the Lord Himself’ tonight. Let us have a word of prayer.
 
We come to You Lord Jesus, the true and faithful witness. Whenever You said I am God, You have called us to be Your witness and for this we need the power of the Holy Spirit. We wait upon You tonight, O Lord, You who renew those who wait upon Thee. Strengthen our body, heart and mind to follow after Thee. We thank You for Your precious word. Now open Your word to us by the Holy Spirit. We pray in Jesus precious name. Amen.
 
Let us turn to Philippians 3. We want to see how Apostle Paul witnessed for the Lord.
 
Philippians 3:7 – 14 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which come from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
 
Isaiah 43: 10 – 12 “You are My witnesses”, declares the Lord, “and My servant whom I have chosen. So that you may know and believe Me and understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, and there will be none after Me. I, even I, am the Lord, and there is no savior besides Me. It is I who have declared and saved and proclaimed, and there was no strange god among you. So you are My witnesses,” declared the Lord, “and I am God”.
 
Isaiah 43: 18 – 19 “Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder things of the past. Behold, I will do something new. Now it will spring forth. Will you not be aware of it? I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, rivers in the desert”.
 
We are gathered together this week because God has called us – you are my witnesses. We read what our God said to Israel in Isaiah 43 – I am God and you are my witnesses. You can see that in this passage, witnesses have a secondary importance. First is God. God speaks, acts and reveals Himself. God does something. If God does not do something, if God hides Himself, a witness does not have any value at all. Jesus spoke to his disciples ‘I am the resurrection and the life. You are my witnesses’. So why are we witnesses? Jesus said ‘there is no other name under heaven and earth by which a man can be saved except the name Jesus. You are my witnesses. I am the Lord Jesus. I died and rose again. You are my witnesses’.
 
We discover from Peter a very interesting factor in this business of witnessing. When Peter began to witness on the day of Pentecost we discover that he gave us a very important context to witness. He said what you saw was what the prophet Joel prophesied. ‘In the last days I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh’. And so we are witnesses at the end of a time. Peter said, ‘in the last days I will pour out my spirit. We are witnesses to this. What you see is a demonstration. This is the end of a stage’. So we are to be witnesses of our God.
 
Witnesses for God are different from an eyewitness in a court.  In a court the person gives an eyewitness of what he has seen. But a witness for God is more than that. Not only do they witness of the things that they have seen, as the apostle witnessed the resurrection of Jesus that they saw. But God’s witnesses are to speak of the things that they have seen in the unseen. God’s witnesses walk under an open heaven and they see things that others do not see.  We heard yesterday in Hebrews 11 that those who had a good testimony are those that saw things that were unseen. So was Abel, so was Enoch, so was Noah, so was Abraham. They saw unseen things and bore witness to it. Now we are asked to be witnesses of things that are assumed to take place. You remember the apostle John got revelations from Jesus Christ of those things that are sure shortly will come to pass. And so John witnessed.  I saw the glory of the Son of Man among the golden lampstands.  I saw the Lamb comes out of the throne of God and takes the scroll.  I heard the angels saying the kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of Christ.  I saw the dragon and his angels were thrown out of heaven.  I beheld the Lord say ‘behold the tabernacle of God is among men’.  And then as said in Isaiah, John heard the Lord say ‘behold I made all things’. John saw all these things. And he witnessed all the things that will shortly come to pass. And in the heavenlies he saw that all these have been done.  So when we see the Lord said I am about to do something, behold, I will do something new, will you see it?  So why are we here as witnesses. Are you here to listen to our brother preaches whatever he wants?  Are we the witnesses here for you to listen?  What is the Lord going to do here among us?  Do we hear the testimony of the witnesses about these?  Are we here to receive some bible knowledge? What do you see the Lord doing now?  You are my witness.
 
There was a famous Danish preacher and his congregation sometimes criticized his messages. So he turned things around in his messages. He gave them a metaphor. Imagine this is a drama, a play when you come for Sunday worship. You supposed I, the preacher am the actor. You the congregation are the audience. And as in all drama, there is an offstage prompter who reads the line just in case you forget. God is the prompter offstage. But then the preacher said you are wrong. God is the audience. You are the actors. I am the one prompting offstage. So the issue is not what we have to say here tonight.
 
At the end of these days, the last days, what are we to witness to? You are my witnesses. Acts 1:8 said, ‘but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth’. And so the disciples witnessed what they saw and heard from Jesus. Many people got saved and many were ushered into the kingdom of God. Last time we mentioned the apostle Paul was one of those saved by the witness of Stephen. And we have already heard in Acts 26, Paul testified that when he met Jesus on the road to Damascus Jesus said ‘now I have appointed you to be a witness and a servant of all that you have seen and all that you will see’. So for the rest of Paul’s life, when he went to a new city, he preached how he met Jesus on the road to Damascus. He witnessed that Jesus has risen from the dead and He is the glorious Lord and Messiah. We remember as Paul began to serve the Lord and to witness what he had seen, the Lord began to open heaven and to reveal more and more about who He is. When Paul met Jesus his Messiah on the road to Damascus, he had no idea he had met the creator of the universe. But the more the Lord revealed Himself, the more Paul bore witness of Him. And Paul became what I said to the young people, the witness of the macrocosmic Christ and microcosmic Christ. Christ the Lord preeminence in the whole universe and Christ living in you. Now seeing such greatness changed and transformed Paul.
 
I know I am speaking to some people here who are very, very smart. There might be somebody here with a double doctorate. I cannot believe that anyone who has this double doctorate can stay sane. Can you imagine one being a doctor of astronomy and a doctor of atomic research? The astronomers are going crazy today. The universe is exploding with galaxies and galaxies. The astronomers keep building bigger telescopes and sending out satellites. The more satellites they send out, the more unbelievable things they see. It is driving them crazy. But can you imagine an astronomer also is a doctor in atomic research? Doing research looking at the particles under the microscope? Or trying to find the particles that you know is there but you cannot see. It is crazy. You cannot hold the macrocosmic and microcosmic Christ without being overwhelmed with the unfathomable riches that is in Christ Jesus. But Paul boiled it all down in his beakers to its very essence. Here is Paul’s witness. Christ is my life. Christ is my supply. Christ is my goal. We spoke about that last night.
 
Today we want to speak of the knowledge that Paul was reaching out for that was yet to be attained. And when you look at his testimony in Philippians 3: 10, there are tremendous fragments that need understanding in his testimony. He said he wanted to be found in Christ. He was not talking about his salvation. There is something more here. And he wanted to know more about Christ in the power of His resurrection. And there is more of Christ to be known in His sufferings. There was yet more of Christ to know as Paul was conformed to His death. And then Paul mentioned something that is yet to be attained. I wanted to lay hold of that I was to lay hold of. I did not consider myself to have attained it yet. I wanted to gain Christ. I wanted to attain the resurrection from the dead. Here was the goal. There is a prize waiting for me. There is a high calling of God in Christ Jesus. All of these fragments that Paul shared rose upon one another as Paul shared his testimony. We want to simply try to see what these things mean.
 
Before we begin let us make three initial statements. All of these statements – being laid hold of, knowing the sufferings of Christ and being conformed to his death are all forward definitions of what it means to know Christ. All of these things have to do with knowing Him, His work and His glory. Number two, all of these things mentioned are available to every Christian believer. These are not for just the elite, the apostles. But for every Christian the same things applied. And the third, when you look over all of these statements, they all involve something further and beyond our initial salvation and our coming to the Lord. Tonight I want to take this testimony and break it into three parts. Let us see what Paul was reaching out for.
 
For the first statement, Paul said in verse 12 ‘Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus’. The Lord Jesus laid hold of the apostle Paul for a reason. And Jesus’ initial statement to Paul was I have called you for this purpose, to be a witness of the things that you have seen and the things that you will see. Paul immediately obeyed and began to witness in the synagogues that Jesus is the Messiah. And as Paul obeyed and as he grew in the Lord he became a teacher, an apostle. And so the Lord had laid hold of Paul to be a witness, a teacher, an apostle, a bondservant. But is this really why Jesus apprehended the apostle Paul? Does God need an apostle Paul? The Lord is after something more. The only way the Lord is going to bring him up into His higher calling was to show more of Himself to this wonderful apostle. And so we understand that Jesus revealed Himself again and again to the apostle Paul. And the Lord revealed mysteries to the apostle Paul that have been hidden in the heart of God from the foundation of the earth. But everything that Paul saw in the mysteries of God was through the lens of Christ. Now you know the full body of Paul’s work. There are so many revelations that Paul received.
 
Let us mention just a few. Paul saw the revelation of the Godhead of Jesus Christ. When Paul met Jesus Christ, he met the Father and when Paul met Jesus Christ, he met the Holy Spirit. He said, ‘the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily in Christ Jesus’. And then Jesus revealed Himself within Paul. And then Paul had his great message to all the Gentiles – Christ in you the hope of glory. And then Paul in all of his servings, in all of his strength and in all of his will met his match when the cross of Christ broke him and he came to Galatians 2: 20. When do you think it was that Paul saw Romans 8 destiny? At some point, Paul was looking at the mirror of Jesus Christ and he got something. We have been predestined to be conformed to the image of this Jesus Christ, God’s Son. And God has chosen us. God has called us. God has justified us and God has glorified us. What a revelation! When he fellowshipped with brothers and sisters, he saw the church is Christ Jesus and He is the head, He is his life and it is a living organism.
 
And then God revealed to Paul how He would one day restore Israel. And at the same time, God revealed to Paul that Jews and Gentiles are joint heirs in the kingdom of God. And Paul saw the cross was the power of God to deal with Satan and the world and our old man and even our human wisdom. And Paul also saw the imminent return of Jesus and of the rapture. Now coming into the excellency of such knowledge regarding Christ has to change your life. And so the first conclusion we come to in the first part of Philippians 3 is this: Paul’s testimony was the pursuit of love. He was like the Shulamite woman, running to try to find the king. To know him is to love him. What a wonderful testimony it was! He was absolutely captivated. He was like Moses up on the mountain. You remember how much Moses loved Jehovah? Up there in the mountain while he was interceding for the Israelites, he said, O Lord, if I have found favor in Your sight, show me Your ways. And the Lord said I will show you My way. Then Moses said, Lord, show me Your glory. You can see the love. Paul was also a love pursuit of the Christ he loved. Just like David who had a heart for God. One thing I seek of the Lord that I ask of the Lord, that I may dwell in the house of the Lord, all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord. Paul was captured. Are you captured? I hope you have no small knowledge of Jesus Christ. The most excellent knowledge that you will ever gain is to discover who Jesus Christ is. And that was Paul’s testimony.
 
And how do we get to know Him? Maybe we should take one of these buildings here and make it a monastery. Then we take our bible and go there all day long to read the bible. The weather is perfect. We just go out to the trees and look down to the ocean and see God. If you go to the monastery and study the bible, you will learn something about Christ by the Holy Spirit. If you pray, you will get to know Christ. But do you notice that Paul throughout the years there were three avenues by which he came to know and love the Lord? First, you always meet the holy Lord on resurrection ground. We know the Lord as we live our life and as we serve Him. And we get to know Him in our moment of weakness or in a time of failure or when we are feeling emptiness or when our minds are anxious. That is to say, death works on us till we meet Him on resurrection ground. It was in weakness that Paul met power. Maybe in your family or fellowship, it goes through time when death seems to be on everything we do. Suddenly in the midst of it, the Lord breathes upon us and brings us the resurrection life. We like to meet the Lord on every ground by our effort. But it is only on resurrection that Paul said I have met the Lord.
 
Paul also testified that we meet the Lord Jesus when we share in the fellowship of His sufferings. We suffered sometimes because of sin but this was not what Paul referred to. It is in fellowship with His sufferings that we find Him. Jesus said the world will hate you because it hated me. Have you ever suffered because you witness for Christ? Have you every suffered for righteousness’ sake? Rejoice, for greater is your reward in heaven. Have you ever learned obedience from the things you suffered? How many do you think obedience is easy? You realize obedience is difficult especially when you have children. The way the Lord does it is: take My yoke upon you and learn of Me. How many of you still have a rash in your neck from the yoke where the Lord taught you obedience and you suffered? Have you ever suffered for His name’s sake? Have you ever suffered for the sake of the body of Christ? Paul said ‘I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions’. When you fellowship in His suffering you will meet the Lord who is closer than a brother. When you go through tribulations, you meet the God of all comfort. He comes very close. You touch mercy. When you are suffering, He never adds to your suffering. He draws closer and closer. Paul said I have learned. Do you want to know the Lord? You will know Him in the fellowship of his sufferings and even be conformed to the likeness of His death. Why would the Lord want to conform us to the likeness of His death? I thought He died so we can all be happy. But we find those same things that are working in us that brother Sun shared last night. Those are humility, obedience, sacrifice and even death. We are conformed to the likeness of His death. And through that experience we understand more about the Lord. We understand His heart and His feeling. It is hard to explain but when you go through things even unto the death of the Lord, but then you understand things that you never understood before. I am part of the special fellowship of sufferings. I did not ask to be part of this. But over some thirty years ago, my older son named Dana, the son I love died in a car accident. So the Lord comforted me but my soul was broken and devastated. And through that I have become part of a special fellowship. I traveled to many places. Somebody who heard I lost a son would come to me. They lost a son or a daughter and we were one. You see they can pour out their heart to me. I have no answer. But they are comforted. They see that I am still alive and we are fast bound together in our experience. Even in this kind of sufferings we understand our Lord more. Now I understand why your heart is so heavy when everyone else is rejoicing. You are my witnesses. I am Christ Jesus. Do you love me? Do you know me? Brothers and sisters, one of the greatest tragedies in this world today are Christians who do not really know the Lord Jesus. You are my witnesses. Share the Lord you come to experience. So this is the first thing we say about the testimony. It is a testimony of love pursuit.
 
Here is the second thing we learn from Paul’s testimony. We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. Paul in his testimony was very clear that there is a goal, there is a prize, there is a kingdom and there are things to be done to attain this reward. Now in this testimony in Philippians 3, we see it in two places. The first place is verse 11which says ‘if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead’. What is Paul talking about? This is not about resurrection because every Christian will resurrect. What is this resurrection? For those who understand the kingdom, there is a reward given to those who overcome and are faithful to their king. Revelation 20 speaks in three different terms about this resurrection – the first resurrection. Revelation 20: 4 said, ‘Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years’. Paul’s testimony was that there is a kingdom and that I served the king and there is a reward in this kingdom and I wanted to attain this reward in the kingdom. You know this is a completely missing note of the gospel in the church worldwide. We are kind of embarrassed about rewards. We do not want rewards; just give me a little house in the corner in heaven. Now after all we are all saved and we are all rewarded by grace. This brother is faithful the other is not, what is the difference. But Paul was striving for something which he saw was a wonderful goal. Some people do not care about the millennial kingdom. I will just sleep for a thousand years and then go to heaven. Paul said you are wrong. Brothers and sisters, within the calling of every one of us are the destiny and a place of reward in the kingdom of God. To live and reign with Jesus in the kingdom is in your DNA. And if you miss your reward, you will have deep regrets. Your being has been aborted. Your purpose has been aborted.
 
A second fragment of this testimony is found in verse 14 ‘I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus’. Let me break this down. I press towards the mark. That means there is a finish line. And once I cross the finish line I get a prize. And the finish line is upward towards the Lord. So within the calling of every Christian there is a heavenly aspect and a higher calling to be pursued. Again we saw in the lives of the people in the Old Testament like Abraham who began to follow, seeking a city built by God. So beyond our vocation, beyond our service on the earth, there is yet a vocation and a calling upward. The writer of Hebrew exhorted the readers ‘you are partakers of a heavenly calling’. And that heavenly calling is towards Jesus who is the apostle and high priest who sits enthroned up there. This is part of your calling. This matter of kingdom is a most wonderful revelation. And to serve the king is the most important service. Why is it nobody talks about rewards and the kingdom? Jesus talked about it. He said ‘store up your treasures in heaven’. ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness’. And we get wonderful understanding of reward like crown, rod of ruling and thrones and positions and cities and all sorts of rewards. So we know from 2 Timothy that Paul knew he had a race to run, a fight to fight and a faith to keep and that there is a crown waiting for him. But when we see the burden of Paul’s testimony in chapter 3, we do not want to be distracted by the reward. What is the main point that Paul was making about kingdom reward. You get Christ and that is your reward. My goal is God Himself. Do you see that? Once it was the blessing, now is the Lord. Paul’s talking about a marriage here. This is a wonderful reward.
 
And then the third matter that we find in Paul’s testimony is not only a pursuit of love nor only an awareness that we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. Remember Paul said in 1 Corinthians 3 that he wanted to be sure to build by Christ’s standard and build upon Jesus Christ, gold, silver, precious stones. He did not want to build by wood, hay and straw because he will stand before the judgment seat of Christ. He wanted to build the church the right way.
 
Now we come to the third thing. Paul saw in his testimony of pursuit that the Lord is near. Is this your testimony? The more you know the Lord, the closer He is. We shared last time that Paul said to have a gentle spirit. Rejoice and again I said rejoice, the Lord is near. And so in Paul’s pressing forward you get the sense of somebody who was stretching out as a witness, who saw something just beyond the veil, and it was almost there. And he was reaching out towards it because the Lord is coming so soon. So the Lord will have us to be witnesses. Even like John the apostle who saw something, something unseen. John heard something. He heard it three times. Behold I come quickly. And how did he respond? He said, ‘Come Lord, Jesus’. That was the testimony. I see him, come. That was Paul’s testimony, stretching out, I see Him. I was in grasp. This higher calling is not out of reach. This is a little further extension. And I gain the Lord. It is that close.
 
Now you notice that this is the atmosphere of the whole letter to the Philippians. There is a unique phrase that was used three times in the Philippians regarding his coming – The day of Christ. He only used it here in Philippians. And it refers to the day the Lord establishes His Messiahship and His throne and marry His bride. That is the day of Christ. And so Paul was evaluating everything in terms of the day of Christ. Philippians 1:6 ‘For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus’. The time frame that the Lord has begun, He will complete it by the day of Christ. In Philippians 1:10 Paul was talking about them gaining some knowledge and on love and then he said ‘so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ’. Paul wanted those saints to remain sincere and blameless until the day of Christ. That is the bride that has espoused to the Lord – keep sincere and blameless until the day of Christ. And then in Philippians 2:16, Paul said ‘holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain or toil in vain’.
 
Let us summarize here. In Philippians 3:11 – 14 Paul witnessed three things. One, Jesus Christ is altogether lovely, and I am pursuing Him out of love. Two, Jesus is my blessed king and I want to serve Him faithfully until I receive the reward and gain Christ. Third, I want to testify of something I see just around the corner. He is near. Which takes us back to Isaiah 43, behold I am going to do something new, will you see it? You are my witnesses and I am God. When the church stands and said, Maranatha, come Lord Jesus, He will come. Do all these seem too far off for you? Like it is well beyond the grasp? Did Paul live in another zone? I just ask you one question. It is about the hymn that we sang. Have you heard Him, seen Him, known Him? Has He captivated your heart? Are you captured by Him? Do you say with the disciples, where else can we go? If that is the case, then you are nearer than you think. The Lord is so gracious and so merciful. We may never have the knowledge or the ministry of the apostle Paul but we can have the same heart. When Mary anointed Jesus’ feet, this ministry was a little ministry. But she was recorded as having her reward. Do you know the kingdom rewards do not just go to people who do great things like the apostle Paul? Kingdom reward goes to he who is faithful in little things. Hear the Lord Jesus speak ‘well done, good and faithful servant, you are faithful in little things, I will make you faithful in great things’. Now if you feel that this ministry of Apostle Paul is beyond reach, I would like to remind you that God has made full provision for every believer to reach their goal. All who are born of the Spirit has entered into the kingdom of God. Full provision for abundant grace in the kingdom has already provided to you, and it just keeps on increasing. Do not say I cannot love Jesus as Paul loved Jesus. The same agape love that has been shed in Paul’s heart has been shed in our hearts and we can agape because He first agapes us. Everybody has a calling in the body of Christ, and within that calling there is a higher calling of the Lord. The Lord has given us not only signs and fruits of the kingdom but witnesses to help us run the race looking unto Jesus who is the author and can finish that race. There is a cross for you where all strength and unbelief are swallowed up in blessed hope. It is not about you. He is faithful. This is not out of reach. The kingdom is within grasp. The king is in the door. Are you a witness of that? I have one more thing to say to you. There is an abiding place for you. Jesus has gone and prepared it for you and He is coming to receive you unto Himself. Nobody made it clearer than the apostle Paul. We do not look to ourselves to be faithful but we do look to Him, the faithful one. He has begun and He will finish. Now we are witnesses. What is the Lord doing? What is happening right now? Do you see it under an open heaven? Then bear witness of it and it will come to pass. You are my witnesses and I am God.
 
Lord, we are so thankful that we can cast all our care upon You. Lord that we who have come to know You were captured by Your love. But now we want to lay aside all the encumbrances and the sins that beset us and run the race, looking unto Jesus. Come Lord Jesus. Perfect Your work among us. Prepare us for the day of Christ. We pray in Jesus, our Messiah, the king’s name. Amen.
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