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Will you please turn to Matthew Chapter 6? We will read from verse 9 – 13.
Thus therefore pray ye: Our Father who art in the heavens, let Thy name be sanctified, 10 let Thy kingdom come, let Thy will be done as in heaven so upon the earth; 11 give us to-day our needed bread, 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors, 13 and lead us not into temptation, but save us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever, Amen.
 
Let us have a further word of prayer.
Dear Lord, we want to thank Thee for gathering us together this morning. We do gather in Thy name and as Thou has promised us, where two or three are gathered together unto My name, there am I in the midst of them. We praise and thank Thee for Thy presence here with us. We do realize that we stand on holy ground. We will remove our shoes, stand before Thee as Thy bond servants. Dear lord, we want to open our hearts to Thee. Let Thy word come from above and come into our hearts. May Thy word be living and operative in us. Grant us the spirit of wisdom and revelation to the full knowledge of God. Bring us into the reality of Thyself. May Thy will be done in us as it is in heaven. May Thy glory be manifested in our midst. May Thy glory attract us and lead us to Thyself. We praise and thank Thee for Thy faithfulness. And we trust ourselves totally unto Thee. May Thy name be glorified. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 
Thank God for gathering us together this morning. Every time we gather together in the name of our Lord Jesus, I always feel it is the special mercy and grace of God. Our Lord is coming soon. He may come at any time. But He is not coming yet. It is not because He does not want to return to receive His own to Himself; it is because He knows we are not ready for Him. So we do thank the Lord that He gave us another opportunity that we may be made ready for Him. As you all know, the theme of this conference is ‘For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.’ As our brother mentioned last night, the last sentence ‘For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.’ is not found in the earliest manuscripts. We read them in the latter manuscripts. So in the version that I am reading to you, Darby’s version, you do not find this last sentence. And yet as our brother mentioned last night, the spirit of the last verse can be found throughout the Bible. Especially, you find it in I Chronicles 29. It is the spirit of the man of God, the man who is of God’s heart, David. The spirit of David is such that he wanted to give God all the kingdom, power and glory. And it is befitting to each one of us, it is but right for us to offer to God our doxology as we pray the prayer that the Lord has taught us, and as the church prays that prayer. So it is the response, the result of the prayer of the church that we do want to see that kingdom and power and glory be all unto God. So in spite of the fact that this verse is lacking in the earliest manuscripts of the Bible, we believe it is right that we should have the spirit of David unto God. That is the reason why this verse becomes the theme of this conference.
Three of us have different assignments. Our brother Christian is assigned to speak on ‘Thine is the kingdom’. Brother Dana is assigned to speak on ‘Thine is the power’, and I am assigned to speak on ‘Thine is the glory’. If God wills, we will approach this matter from three different areas.
Number one, we want to ask the question what is glory. Number two, we want to share on Thine is the glory and the third time we want to share on how we can glorify God.
 
What is glory
We find in the Bible many times it mentions the God of glory, the glory of God. I think brothers and sisters, we all remember when God called Abraham out of Ur of Chaldea into the Canaan land. In genesis chapter 11, you find how Abraham came out of Ur of Chaldea under his father. But if you want to know the real story, you need to go to Acts 7:2. There you find Stephen narrated the working of God among His people. And he said the God of glory appeared to Abraham and commanded him to leave Ur of Chaldea and his kindred and go to the place where God commanded him to go. So in other words, it all starts with the glory, the God of glory. We know from history that at that time the whole world were idolatrous. And even Tara, Abraham’s father was an idol maker. And according to Jewish tradition, Abraham felt that there had to be a living true God. So when his father left home for a while, his son Abraham began to destroy the idols that his father made – took out some legs or some heads. So when his father came back and saw what had happened, he asked his son what had happened. ‘Well,’ he said ‘when you left home, these gods began to fight against each other and that was what happened. And his father said, ‘that was nonsense.’ Well, if it was nonsense why did you worship them? Well, this is Jewish tradition. But the reality was that one day the God of glory appeared to him, and that was the beginning of the journey of Abraham.
Brothers and sisters, when the glory of God appears, it is a new beginning. And even in our spiritual life, how we need the appearing of the glory of God. Once the glory of God appears to us, we cannot be the same anymore. We have to leave the old behind and press on to the new before us. And in a sense this happens to every one of us. How do we come to believe in the Lord? Not because we have heard of the gospel. We may have heard the gospel for many years. We may be brought up in a Christian home. We may in our mind accept the existence of God. We may even know how to pray to Him. But there was no change. Not until the glory of God appears to us. Not until the God of glory reveals His son in us. And that changes our whole life. We have to leave the old behind and press on the new way. So thank God, ‘the God of glory appears’ is the beginning of everything that is of God.
 
The glory of God appeared to Moses
And then as you read on in the word of God, take Moses as an example. God delivered Moses out of the water when he was a little boy and somehow his mother had instilled in him a thought. When she nursed him, somehow she conveyed a thought to Moses; that God delivered him for a purpose. God delivered him in order he might deliver His people. After he was raised in the Egyptian palace and he learned all the learning of Egypt, and he became mighty in words and deeds – according to tradition he became a great general – yet when he was forty, his heart went towards his people. He wanted to deliver his people. He wanted to deliver his people by his might in words and in deeds. How he beaten to death an Egyptian and how he tried to use his eloquence to bring peace to two Hebrews who were fighting each other. But he totally failed. God allowed him to fail because he tried to do this work on his own. And he had to flee for his life. For forty years he was in the wilderness shepherding some sheep. And after forty years there, he lost all his eloquence and all his might. And it was at this time that God appeared to him. God appeared to him in a burning bush. In the wilderness there were many bushes and because of the heat in the wilderness, it was a common sight that the bush would catch fire and very quickly it would all be burned up. But one day Moses noticed that a thorn bush was burning, but it was not burned. Now that was a miracle. So he ran forward to look at it; why it was that this thorn bush was burned and yet not burned. And you remember the story how God called him out of the burning bush. Even though you do not have the words ‘glory of God’ there, yet we know the fire burning there was the glory of God. So then you find the glory of God appeared to him and there God commanded him to return to Egypt to deliver the people. No more by his own eloquence and his power, but exclusively, totally depended upon God Himself. How by the grace of God, by the power of God, he led the people of Israel out of Egypt. And he led them to Mount Sinai. And there you find God gave the children of Israel the Ten Commandments to make them His own people. And there you find in Exodus 24, God called Moses to Mount Sinai because He wanted to give them the two tablets of the law. And when Moses went up to the top of the mountain, in verse 16 it says the glory of God appeared on the top of the mountain, and in verse 17 it says the people under the mountain can see the fire, the glory of God on the top of the mountain. And again as you go on, you find the children of Israel, how they worshipped the golden calf and Moses had to plead for them before God, plead for God to forgive them, and for God being still willing to go with them to the Promised Land. And when you come to Exodus 33, you remember Moses made a request. Since he was so privileged by God, he asked for one thing and said God let me see thy face. And you remember what God replied to him. God said no one can see my face and live because the glory is so tremendous. So God said you could only see my back but not my face. So God hid Moses in the cleft of the rock, and when God passed by, He hid him with His hand. And after God passed by He let Moses see the back of God not the face of God. And there God declared who He is.
Brothers and sisters you find all these recorded in the Old Testament. The glory of God appeared to men. But in the Old Testament time, no one could see the face of God. In other words, His glory is so tremendous; no one can really see the full glory of God and not be smitten to death. But even so, because Moses was with God for forty days and forty nights, even though he only saw the back of God and not the face of God – he did not see the full glory of God – and because Moses was talking with God, that glory was so powerful that unconsciously his face shone. And the shining was such that when Moses came down from the mountain, even though he himself did not realize it, you find that Aaron and all the people could not look straight to his face because it was so brilliant, it was so glorious. But we all know, when you read II Corinthians 3 that glory will fade away. So that is what you find of glory in the Old Testament.
 
The glory of God in New Testament
But when you come to the New Testament, you find there is a great change because here; you find in the beginning how the word became flesh. In John 1:14, the word became flesh and dwelt among men, tabernacles among people, full of grace and truth. And in the parenthesis, you find ‘we have beheld His glory, contemplated His glory, a glory as of an only begotten with His Father’. So brothers and sisters you find in the New Testament there is a great change. When our Lord Jesus came into this world, when the word became flesh and He tabernacles among men, outwardly you find Him full of grace and truth. But if you really contemplate and think about it, if you really enter into the reality of it, you find it is the glory of an only begotten son with His Father. No one has seen God at any time, but the only begotten son, He has declared him. So when our Lord Jesus was on earth, the glory of God rested upon him.
You remember at the time of our Lord Jesus, it was a time when the temple was rebuilt and you have the priesthood there and you find the people worshipping in the temple. But there was something missing in the temple because in the holiest of all, it was empty. There was no ark. The glory of God was not there. Outwardly everything was fine, but actually the most important element was missing because the presence of God was not there. So it was just a religion. There was no reality.
 
Jesus is the outshining of the glory of God
But when our Lord came into this world, He became the real temple of God and He tabernacles among men, full of grace and truth and you find the glory of God filled Him. So when you see the Lord Jesus, you see God. In Hebrews 1: 3, it describes our Lord Jesus, ‘who being [the] effulgence of His glory and [the] expression of His substance’. When our Lord Jesus was on earth, He was the outshining of the glory of God. It is just like you cannot look at the sun directly because if you do, your eyes will be blinded. But we see the sunlight, and when we see the sunlight we know there is the sun. And this is exactly what our Lord Jesus is. He is the outshining of the glory of God and He is the expression of His substance. Substance means the reality, the nature, the character of God. And the reality of God is being expressed by our Lord Jesus. So the Lord Jesus said if you see Me, you see My father; if you know Me, you know My father because the son and the father are one. So you find when our Lord came into this world, the glory of God was fully manifested. And not only that, but you find that He will bring us into glory.
So brothers and sisters, we who are indeed in the New Testament time, we have the privilege of seeing the very face of God, not just the back of God. And the glory will not only be something just external but this glory will even become a reality in our life. So you remember II Corinthians 3:18, it says we behold him with unveiled face; as we behold him we are changing from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit. And in Colossians 1:27, you find ‘Christ in you the hope of glory’. When we believe in the Lord Jesus, we not only see what our Lord had done on Calvary cross, but we find that even as we believe him, Christ came into us; and when Christ came into us, it is the hope of glory, because this life of Christ in us will grow from glory to glory. So we must thank God for what He has done for us. We are no longer living in the Old Testament time. We are now living in the New Testament time and we have Christ in us the hope of glory and He as our leader will lead us into glory. So this is what you find roughly in the word of God.
 
What glory really is
Now we will like to ask the question what glory really is. Number 1, glory is the presence of God. Whenever God appears, you will find glory. When his glory appears, it is the manifestation of what He is. It is the manifestation of His nature, of His character. Now no one can fathom the fullness of God; how holy He is, how righteous He is, how gracious He is, how merciful He is and how mighty He is. No one can fathom that. And yet our Lord Jesus is the embodiment of the fullness of God. That is the reason why when the glory of God appears, it reveals to us something of His character that is beyond our understanding of what righteousness is. And it shows us what holiness really is. It tells us what love really is. So whenever you see the glory of God appears, it reveals to us something of the character of God. And thank God it is not just something objective, it is something subjective. In other words, when the glory of God appears, we learn something more of who God is and what God is. And not just outwardly, but it begins to be constituted in us; and this is from glory to glory and it is by the work of the Holy Spirit. So brothers and sisters, how we need to see the glory of God because by seeing the glory of God we will be transformed. And this is the reason why the Holy Spirit dwells in each one of us. Glory is not only the manifestation of the character of God; glory is also the act, the work of God. So you find in Psalm 19, the heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament shows His handiwork. The glory of God appears in His work. When you see the creation, you see the handiwork of God and you see the glory of God. Now even though this present world is corrupted; it is corrupted by sins and transgressions, yet there is such beauty, such glory in this creation. It really draws within us worship.
I remember many, many years ago, there was a lady in China. She was highly educated and yet she was an atheist. She did not believe in God. When she was the matron of a Christian high school, she refused to accept Christianity. On the contrary, she confiscated the bibles her students had. People tried to reach her with the gospel. But she was so stubborn, so hard. But one time the school had to be disbanded because there was a plague in the city. That was in Nanking. She had to send the students home. And while she was in the boat from Nanking to Shanghai, she looked at the scenery around and somehow God spoke to her. There had to be a God; there had to be a creator. And from then on she was converted and she became greatly used by God. If you want to know her name, she was Ruth Lee, coworker of Watchman Nee. When I was young, she helped me a lot. So brothers and sisters, even by the old creation, even though it was corrupted, you can still see the glory of God. Now if this is true with the old creation, how much more true will be with the new creation?
 
The glory of His grace
So in Ephesians 1:6, you find the expression ‘the glory of His grace’. The glory of His grace is even more than the glory of His creation; because this is a new creation and it is from glory to glory as by the Lord’s spirit. So whenever you think of glory, you see the hand of God; what God can do with us. We who were dead in sins and transgressions, we who followed the fashion of this world, we who were under the influence of the wickedness of the power of darkness, we who were the enemies of God, but yet when the grace of God appears to us, what glory He has done in us. He not only raised us from the dead, but He has also lifted us up in heaven and sits us with Christ in the heavenly. We are saved by grace through faith. It is not of ourselves; it is the grace of God. So brothers and sisters, whenever you see the glory of God, you notice the hand and the handiwork of God.
 
Glory is the satisfaction of God
And what is glory? Glory is the satisfaction of God. Whenever God is satisfied, then glory will appear. You know the story of the tabernacle. When the children of Israel were traveling through the wilderness, God wanted to dwell with them. And He couldn’t dwell with them directly because He is the holy God. So He asked Moses to build a tabernacle according to the pattern on the mount. And Moses was faithful to God because when he made the tabernacle he made everything according to the direction of God. You know as a matter of fact, Egypt was famous for its architecture. Even today people go to Egypt to see the pyramids. And Moses, he learned all the learning of Egypt. For him to build the tent, it was nothing. And yet God showed him every item, every detail of the tabernacle. God did not allow him to do anything on his own. And God said build me a tabernacle. Moses said that was easy. I could build you a very glorious tabernacle. But God did not allow him to do that and that was the faithfulness of Moses because in every detail he followed the direction of God. So when the tabernacle was set up, you find the glory of God filled the tabernacle. God took possession of the tabernacle. And this happened also with the temple. David had the desire to build the temple for God and God showed David the pattern of the temple. And Solomon was wise enough to follow the pattern. So this is what wisdom really is. Wisdom is to follow the direction of God. And because of this, you find when the temple was built; the glory of God filled the temple. And even the priest could not stand it. Everyone had to bow down and worship. Brothers and sisters, this you will find in the scripture; that tells us what glory really is.
Finally, if you read the book of Ezekiel, you find in chapter 1, the appearance of the glory of God, and then when it comes to chapters 8-11, you find how the glory of God reluctantly left the temple, because the children of Israel sinned against God. But thank God, when you come to chapter 43, you find in the new temple that was to be built, the glory of God came back to the temple because it was built according to the pattern of God.
 
The recovery of the glory of God
Now brothers and sisters, I believe that there is a lesson for us to learn. We find that when our Lord Jesus came down to this earth, how He was full of the glory of God and to see Him is to see the father. And then after He had completed the work of redemption on Calvary cross, He ascended up to high and He was anointed by God as Christ, as Lord. And on the day of Pentecost, the oil that anointed His head came down to the beard and flowed to the whole body because on that day the one hundred and twenty believers who had been praying and waiting for 10 days were baptized into one Spirit, into one body, and drank of the one Spirit when the Holy Spirit came down to them. That was the beginning of the church. And you find in the book of Acts how the spirit of God filled the house and what testimony they had in the work. Within thirty years, the gospel had been preached to the end of the world because at that time the end of the world was Rome. It was the center and the end of the world. But dear brothers and sisters, unfortunately, because of the unfaithfulness of God’s people, you find towards the end of the first century, it is as if the glory of God was leaving. And when you come to the middle age, it was the Dark Age because all the truth had been lost. It became just a religion. But thank God, He did not leave his church. You find that God’s glory was returning. This is what we usually say; the recovery of the glory of God began in the 16th century with reformers such as Martin Luther, Calvin, Zwingli and others. There you find the justification by faith was recovered. You find an open Bible, and from that time onward even unto our days, you find God’s truth has been recovered again more and more. Even though when you look at the church in general, it is as if the glory has left. But thank God, you find His glory has returned onto those who are overcomers. You find there is a remnant of people, who are faithful to God, who know the preciousness of the blood of our Lord Jesus. They overcame Satan by the blood of the Lamb, by the word of their testimony. They not only have the testimony of Jesus but they declare it and they love not their live even unto death. You find the glory is returning to them until that day, a glorious church, without spot or wrinkle of any such sort. So brothers and sisters, this is our blessed hope. May the Lord have mercy upon us.
 
Let us pray.
Dear Lord, as we review the story of Thy glory, on the one hand, we bow low and repent. On the other hand, we lift up our head knowing that our redemption draws nigh. May it please Thee, Lord that Thou will raise up among us people who are totally given up to Your glory. Let Thy glory change and transform us, O Lord. We want to see Thy glory. We give ourselves up to Your glory. May Thy glory come as we wait upon Thee. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
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Will you please turn to the Gospel According to Matthew chapter 6? We will again read verses 9-13.
Thus therefore pray ye: Our Father who art in the heavens, let Thy name be sanctified, 10 let Thy kingdom come, let Thy will be done as in heaven so upon the earth; 11 give us to-day our needed bread, 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors, 13 and lead us not into temptation, but save us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever, Amen.
 
And then will you please turn to the Book of Hebrews 2: 5-10.
For He has not subjected to angels the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak; but one has testified somewhere, saying, What is man, that Thou rememberest him, or son of man that Thou visitest him? Thou hast made him some little inferior to the angels; Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, [and hast set him over the works of Thy hands;] Thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, He has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*, but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God He should taste death for everything. For it became Him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.
 
Let us have a further word of prayer.
Dear Lord, our hearts do bow low before Thee. We acknowledge Thee as the Lord of lords and King of kings. We praise and thank Thee because Thou art the God who is full of mercy and grace. Thou art the God of kingdom, power, honor and glory. Dear Lord, as we gather in Thy presence, may Thy glory descend upon us; not only to enlighten us but even to subdue us. We pray that Thy glory may not be just something outside but it maybe something deep within. Will Thou please make Thy glory work in us so we may be changed and be conformed to Thy glory? May Thy glory not only be something outside, but may Thy glory fill our being. We ask in Thy precious name, Amen.
 
We thank God for giving us another opportunity to gather together in His presence. I believe everyone here knows the theme of this conference – ‘For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.’ This is not just something we talk about. This is something that must be a reality in our life, because we know when our Lord Jesus taught His disciples to pray that prayer, and as we pray that prayer, it fills our heart with worship and praise. It is not only our heart desire that all the things we pray for may be reality to us, but that prayer may become our testimony to the world. We testify to the world that the name of the Lord Jesus must be sanctified, that His Kingdom must come and His power will be manifested even today. And we testified to that truth, not only with our words, but even with our very life. So when the word is spoken, there is testimony, there is power.
We remember in Revelation 12:11 it says, they overcome the accuser by the blood of the Lamb, by the word of their testimony and they love not their life even unto death. What do you mean ‘by the word of their testimony’? It means that they have the reality of that testimony in them and therefore when they speak it, there is power. There is power to defeat the enemy, the accuser. So dear brothers and sisters, it must be a reality in our life when we are fellowshipping on this matter – Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Otherwise, we will be bearing false witness and there will be no power behind it. So it is the prayer of our hearts, as we talk about ‘Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory’ that it is not just something we talk about. Rather, it is something that has been wrought in our life; that His kingdom is a reality in our life; that He is the supreme sovereign over us; that His power has manifested in us and that He has brought us into His glory. So brothers and sisters, I believe this is something very, very important and urgent. We do not want to talk about it so that it is only the exercise in our mind. As we talk about it we want it to be something that really works in our life. That it may be something we can testify to. This is the prayer of our hearts.
 
My responsibility is on the third part – Thine is the glory. In the first message, we have talked about what glory is. We see that glory is the manifestation of the character of God. When God’s glory appears, His character is being revealed. And when His character is being revealed, it is not just something to be seen objectively, but that His character may really be characterized in each and every one of us. In other words, when the God of glory appears, there must be a change in our lives. We began to see who we are, what we are, and that we are full of sin and shame. And by His grace we will be changed, we will be justified. We will even be sanctified and also glorified. So glory manifests the character of God.
Glory is also the manifestation of His act. Whatever He does is full of glory; not only in the old creation where the heavens declare his glory and the firmament his praises, but even in the new creation, we find the glory is so rich and full. It is the glory of His grace that we sinners not only will have our sins forgiven, but we may be born again with a new life and this new life is Christ in us the hope of glory. So when we see the act of God, it is not just something to be admired. We will find this new life works in our life and we shall be transformed from glory to glory, yet as if by the Lord God the Spirit. We also find when glory appears, it often tells us of the satisfaction of God. So when the tent of meeting was set up and when it was built according to all the directions of God, nothing out of the mind of man, but all originated in God, we find glory filled that place. And the same thing was true of the temple in Jerusalem. When Solomon finished the temple – his wisdom was manifested in following and obeying all the commands of God – we find the glory of the Lord filled the temple. God was satisfied. So dear brothers and sisters, how do we know we have seen His glory unless we find there is change in our life, unless we begin to experience His grace, unless we find that He is satisfied with us? These things we have fellowshipped in the past.
 
Thine is the glory
And this morning we would like to go on to the second one and that is ‘Thine is the glory’. Glory belongs exclusively to God. He is the God of glory. That is His prerogative. You remember when God created the universe; we find that glory was there. How do we know? When you read the Book of Revelation chapter 4, you find the apostle John was in the Spirit, and he was being lifted up to the third heaven and he saw a glorious scene. Now this is a replay of the glory of God in creation. John was shown a scene of the glory of God in creation. There he saw a throne, and he saw One sitting on the throne. He is surrounded by the twenty-four elders. These are the elders of the universe. They were to control the universe for God. And he saw the four living creatures, and these living creatures are crying day and night unceasingly, and they are crying, ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come’. And while these living creatures shall give glory and honor to God, the twenty-four elders shall fall down before Him and do homage to Him that lives to the ages of ages. And they will cast their crowns before the throne saying – verse 11 – ‘Thou art worthy, O our Lord and (our) God, to receive glory and honor and power’. Why? ‘For Thou have created all things, and for Thy will they were, and they have been created’. So we know this is the glory of God manifested in creation. After God created all things for His will, you find the living creatures crying day and night ‘Holy, holy, holy’; they give glory and honor to God all the time. And the elders fell down and worship. So this is the glory of God in creation.
But then this creation had undergone a change. In Isaiah chapter 6 you find that when king Uzziah was dead, the prophet Isaiah went into the temple and there he saw something. This is recorded in chapter 6, ‘In the year of the death of the king Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and His train filled the temple. Seraphim were standing above Him: each had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he flew. And one called to the other and said, Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!’ Even though the earth has undergone a change, yet before God His glory never changes. His glory fills all the earth. So you find that glory is God’s exclusive right.
 
God and glory are interchangeable
And sometimes when you read the Bible, you will find these two words, God and glory are interchangeable. When it mentions glory, it means God, and when it mentions God, it means glory. We find glory belongs to God. This is an eternal fact. I think this is something we have to remember; glory belongs to God. God is the God of glory. It is His right, it is His privilege. But as we know, something happened in the universe. We do not know when it happened. But from reading the word of God, we realize the earth that God has created had undergone a change. You find in Genesis 1: 1, ‘In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.’ That was the beginning of God’s creation and when God creates anything, He will never create anything unfinished. When He creates, everything is perfect. But unfortunately, something happened in our universe because in verse 2 it says, ‘And the earth was waste and empty’. We know what had happened when we read the word of God. Even though God did not tell us in plain language, yet God uses parables to tell us what had happened. There are two parables and they are found in the Old Testament; one you find in Ezekiel 28 and the other in Isaiah 14.
 
The fall of the archangel
Now let us read Ezekiel 28: 11 – 12, And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyre, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Thou, who sealest up the measure of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
Now brother and sisters, you find God used two parables. One was the king of Tyre and the other is in Isaiah, the king of Babylon. But when you read the scriptures in these two places, you find that the descriptions used far surpass the descriptions for any human being. No matter how great the king of Tyre was no matter how great the king of Babylon was, when you read the descriptions, you find they did not fit any human being because they refer to angels. Angels were the creation in the first creation because there was no man in the first creation. The highest of God’s creation in the first creation were the angels. And they were called the morning light because they were first created. So when you read these two descriptions, immediately you realize they refer to the angels. In verse 12, it says, ‘Thou, who sealest up the measure of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty’. Now this description cannot refer to the king of Tyre. It was something beyond him. Actually God was referring to the archangel. Maybe he was the first one created and when God created him, he was created with the measure of perfection. He was full of wisdom and perfect in beauty and he was in Eden the garden of God. Now this does not refer to the Garden of Eden in the second creation where Adam and Eve were. This refers to the Garden of Eden in heaven. And God said ‘Every precious stone was thy covering’ – ten different kinds of precious stones were his covering and ‘the workmanship of thy tambours and of thy pipes was in thee’. He was not only adorned with ten different kinds of stones but when he was created he was given the talent of music. We wonder whether this archangel was to lead all the angels in worship and in praise. Now what was his position? In verse 14 ‘Thou wast the anointed covering cherub, and I had set thee [so]: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou didst walk up and down in the midst of stones of fire’. Now we know when God commanded Moses to build the tent, in the holy of holies, there was the ark and the cover of the ark was the mercy seat. God sat upon the mercy seat. On the mercy seat you find two cherubim. They covered the mercy seat. So here you find that was the reality in heaven. God was sitting on His throne. But there were the cherubim covering the throne. They were privileged to be so near to God. And then in verse 15 you find, ‘Thou wast perfect in thy ways, from the day that thou wast created, till unrighteousness was found in thee’. When he was created he was perfect. And there you find he was perfect in his ways. In other words, how he was serving God perfectly. Yet one day something happened. It says, ‘till unrighteousness was found in thee. By the abundance of thy traffic they filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned’. Because he was given so many responsibilities, and he was created with such beauty, and he was full of talent, gradually you find unrighteousness began to be found in him. He was created perfect but because of his wisdom, his power, his position, something began to change in him. He began to be unrighteous, he began to be proud of himself, he began to be violent to others, and he began to feel that he was above them. And because of these changes, God cast him out from the mountain of God. So brothers and sisters, here you find a hidden description of what happened during the first world. And if you want to know what happened in his heart, God uses another parable and that is in Isaiah 14:12. When God was describing the king of Babylon – we all know that Babylon was a great empire – He suddenly changed His tone. In verse 12 He said, ‘How art thou fallen from heaven, Lucifer’- son of the morning. Here He called him Lucifer, the brilliant star. He was the son of the morning. In other words, he was first created. But this archangel had fallen. And why was it so? If you read on, you find there was the mentioning of five ‘I’s. In other words, instead of being conscious of God his creator, instead of giving glory to God for all that God has given him; you find he began to think of himself. He began to think of ‘I’ and there were altogether five ‘I’s. And thou that didst say in thy heart, I will ascend into the heavens. In other words he was not satisfied with what God has given to him. He was to ascend to the heavens. And then the second ‘I’ – I will exalt my throne above the stars of ‘God. I wanted to be above all other angels and ‘I will sit upon the mount of assembly, in the recesses of the north’. That is the secret place of God – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. And he wanted to ascend to that place. ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High’. In other words, he wanted to raise himself up to be equal with God. And to put it in the New Testament term, he wanted to take the place of the Son of God. So here you find that was the beginning of his fall. This was the reason why you find God dismissed him from heaven. And when he was dismissed, evidently our universe was under his control. And for this reason our universe entered into void and emptiness. You find everything became empty. That means purposeless. And everything was in waste. So dear brothers and sisters, you find that was the beginning of sin. God did not create sin. God did not create the devil but it was the archangel who turned himself into the adversary of God. And the reason was because he was conscious of himself.
 
God’s strategy – why man are created for
It was pride that began his fall. It is easy for God to destroy Satan. God can use his breathe to finish him. But God did not do that. God has His own strategy. It is for His own glory. Instead of defeating His enemies by Himself, He adopted another strategy. And that is the reason why we human beings were created. So it is the will of God that instead of destroying the enemy all by Himself, He wants to use man, a little lower than the angels, to defeat His enemy. Brothers and sisters, if God should destroy the devil by Himself, He would get no glory out of it. It will be just like a grown-up beating a little child. There is no glory there. So He rose up some inferior than the angels and uses the inferior to defeat the superior. And by doing so God gets the glory. So brothers and sisters, do you realize what we man are created for? Do you realize why was it that when God created man, He created him in such a special way? The bible tells us, when God created man, He created man in His own image, in His likeness. This He had not done in the first creation. When He created angels, He created angels by His wisdom and His power, but never in His image after His likeness. Only man was created in this special way. Now why is it so? It is because God has a mission for man to fulfill. ‘In his image’ and the image here does not refer to the outward form. It refers to the inward quality. That is the reason why when God created man, He created man with a spirit; not only with a body, not only with a soul, but also with a spirit because God is spirit, and only spirit can communicate with God. And God created man with a free will because God is the supreme will. If God gives man a will, and He does not give man any choice, then what is the free will for? So that was the reason why in the garden of Eden, there was the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
 
Man can have a choice
Man can choose the tree of life. That is to say he wants to live by the life of God and not by his own life. He wants to depend upon God, live by God and live for God. That is one decision. The other decision is he is free to choose if he wants to live for himself, to develop his own knowledge of good and evil; because the highest knowledge is the knowledge of good and evil. That is ethics. That is moral. You can depend upon yourself to decide good and evil. You are free for yourself. You become your own god. So you find there are two ways put before man. You can either depend upon God and fulfill God’s purpose or you can choose your own way and live for yourself, independent of God but the end is death.
So you find when God put Adam and Eve into the Garden of Eden, God put them before these two trees and allowed them to choose what they wanted. And brothers and sisters, I know you all know the story. God wanted them to guard the garden because the garden had no walls. God wanted to use Adam and Eve as the wall. Why was it so? It was because there were enemies outside. God wanted man not only to till the ground but also to subdue all things. It meant to bring everything to the feet of God and to defeat the enemy’s purpose. But unfortunately man was not faithful. They did not guard the garden and they allowed the enemy to slip in. Adam and Eve were supposed to be together because the two had become one flesh, but somehow they were separated and the enemy used this opportunity to entice Eve. And if you read how he enticed Eve, you find he used suggestions. Eve was admiring the tree of the knowledge of good and evil because the fruit was good to eat and a beauty to look at. While Eve was thinking, the enemy put a fiery thought into her mind. Did God say you should not eat of every tree? Now that was not absolute. In other words, he suggested did God want you to die. You have no fruit to eat. Of course it was not, because God planted all the fruit trees there. The trees were to be the food for their body. But by what the enemy said, he suggested God forbade you to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil because He was envious of you. He did not want you to be God. If you ate it, you might not die. And you find it stirred up within Eve, her flesh. Eventually our forefather fell into the hands of the enemy. Can we blame our forefather? It is true we have inherited from our forefather the fallen nature. But when it comes to our actual life on earth, is it not true that we always choose the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? We want to be god of ourselves. We want to be independent of God. We want to live our own life for ourselves. We are proud of ourselves. Brothers and sisters, and for that reason unrighteousness prevails and death is the result. So brothers and sisters, you find Satan try to tempt man and then use man to defeat the purpose of God.
 
The purpose of God that we enter into His glory
You find in Isaiah 42:8 God said,’ I will not give my glory to another, nor my praise to the idolatrous image’. Now why is it so? In the beginning when God first created man or before He created man, in His mind He had a glorious idea and it is His will. We call His will the eternal purpose of God concerning man. He wants man to receive His life and by that life man will be able to be used by God to defeat the enemy; and He wants that life in man to be the hope of glory. That is to say He wants that life to so grow in him, that it will grow to maturity and he may enter into glory. Whom He has foreknown He has predestinated to be conformed to the image of his beloved son. He wants his Son not only be the ‘only begotten’, but the first born and He wants many sons to be led by Him into glory. So in Romans 8:28-30 ‘Because whom He has foreknown, He has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of His Son, so that He should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. But whom He has predestinated, these also He has called; and whom He has called, these also He has justified; but whom He has justified, these also He has glorified’. So brothers and sisters, it is the purpose of God that we enter into His glory. He wants to give glory to man. But it is not by way of robbing Him of His glory; it is by way of glorifying Him into glory. You know brothers and sisters, the enemy uses vain glory to attract us, what he promises to man is that you will be like God; you will be like God by yourself. You do not need God anymore. You will have glory. That is the reason why he uses the world, offering to man vain glory. What is the world? The world is something organized by Satan to oppose God. The bible tells us the world is the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life. He uses these three things to cheat man thinking that we have glory; but it is vain glory. Whatever the enemy offers to man is vain glory. It will end in death. Only the glory that God has given to us is real and everlasting.
 
To submit to God and reach glory by His way
Brothers and sisters, it does not mean that it is not God’s will to bring us into glory, to share his glory with us. On the contrary, it is the will of God. But this is something not for us to grasp at. If you try to grasp at it, then you will end up in vain glory and the end is death. If you are willing to submit to God and reach glory by His way, then it will be real glory.
Let us use an illustration. When man fails in the hand of the enemy, does it mean that God is defeated? No, God does not change His strategy. He still wants some inferior than the angels to defeat the enemy. The man He created has failed. But God never fails. So in the fullness of time, He sent His only begotten Son into this world to be a man. Remember this; the word became flesh, tabernacles among men, full of grace and truth. When our Lord Jesus came into this world, even though He is God, yet He took the position of a man and He was obedient to God. You find throughout His life, His only purpose of living was to glorify God. He did not try to grasp at glory. Instead, He laid down His glory and He stood in the position of a man. Now the enemy tried to tempt Him. If you read the temptation of our Lord Jesus, you will find the temptations were along this line; if you are the son of God, you can do this, you can do that. And that is very true. But our Lord Jesus refused to stand on the position of God even though He is God. And He never acted in the position of God. He acted only in the position of man. Satan said if you are the son of God, you can do this and you can do that and the answer of our Lord Jesus was that He was a man. As man He submitted Himself to God, even to the very last. You remember John chapter 12; when He last entered into Jerusalem, it was the most glorious time of our Lord Jesus on earth. The world seemed to be after Him, not only the Jews, but even some Gentiles wanted to see Him. The Lord said the time of our glory had come. Unless a grain of wheat falls onto the earth and die, it abides alone, but if it dies, it bears much fruit. You found the Lord said if you lay down your life you gain it, if you try to gain your soul life, you lose it. Then He turned to the Father and said, ‘Father, glorify Thy name’. And a voice from heaven said, ‘I have glorified it and I will glorify it again’. And because of this, the father highly exalted Him, giving Him a name above all names and to that name every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess Jesus is Lord to the glory of the Father. Brothers and sisters, this is the way to glory.
 
He did it for us
So you find in Hebrews chapter 2 it says, we have not seen all things being subjected to Him, but, we see Jesus, who was made some little inferior to angels, on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God, He shall taste death for everyone. This was the way that our Lord Jesus entered into glory. This is God’s way into glory. But this was not something just for Himself. He opened the way for us and if we follow Him, we will also arrive at glory. In verse 10 it says, For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through suffering. When our Lord Jesus went to the cross – and that is the way to glory – He did it not only for Himself. He did it for us. Because the Bible said He is our leader. Now the leader here is a very special word. In the original text, it is used in the New Testament only four times. And it all refers to our Lord Jesus. You find it in Hebrews 2:10; you find it also in Hebrews 12:2 He is the leader, the author of our faith. And you find it in Acts 3:15. There you find Peter and John said, but the originator of life ye slew. Brothers and sisters that was the same word. And in Acts 5:21, again the same word is used. In other words, that word means that He is not only the beginning; the one that started it but also He is the one who caused it to be completed. Our Lord Jesus has opened a new and living way for us. That is what you find in Hebrews chapter 10. There in chapter 10 it says, it opened a new and living way for us through the veil, which was His flesh. Brothers and sisters, you know between the holy of holies and the holy place of the temple there was a heavy veil. It was beautifully made. But it separated the holy of holies from the holy place because no one was fit to see God. And our Lord Jesus, while He was in the flesh He was the veil. On the one hand you find He was facing the Father and on the other hand of the veil, He separated all mankind from God. The more you look at the righteousness of our Lord, the more it tells us we cannot see God; because righteousness goes to the Father. Why is it so? Because He is the only one that is right to see the Father. That means we all are excluded because we all are unrighteous. Brothers and sisters, when the veil was broken, when Christ died on the cross, you find the veil in the temple was rent into two from top to bottom. God rent the veil, not men. God put his son to death. He tasted death for every man and because the veil was broken, the way to the holy of holies is opened. And our Lord Jesus is leading many sons into glory. We must walk in the same way as He did; because He has already opened it and He is there to help us to glory and because He is our high priest. Brothers and sisters, the way that the Lord went to glory is the way He leads us to glory. So this is what the Lord has shown us. We hope tomorrow we say something more, if the Lord tarries
 
Let us pray.
Dear heavenly father, our hearts are full of gratitude, because it is Thy eternal will that Thou want to glorify us. Forgive us if we try to grasp at glory. Forgive us being fooled by the enemy in seeking vain glory on the earth. Oh dear Lord, show us Thy way and lead us in the way of the cross to the throne. Prepare our hearts for this new and living way. Sustain us by Thee as our high priest that Thy will may be done on earth as it is in heaven. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 

3 of 3
 
Dear brothers and sisters, I always feel that when we are taking the Lord’s table it is the climax of the conference. It reminds me that in 1727 there was a group of God’s people gathering together for the Lord’s table. These were the people who fled from persecution. They came from different directions and they had different emphasis of faith. They differed in many things. But on that Sunday they came together to break the bread to remember the Lord. As they were breaking the bread, the Spirit of God descended upon them. They were also filled with the love of Christ and they were melted together into one. They embraced one another and confessed to one another. From that day onward, we see the great Moravian movement. They became one people and from it they went out to spread the gospel to the world for a hundred years. They continued on with twenty-four hours prayers. They prayed together by turn, every hour on the hour, and this continued for a hundred years. So often times when I come to the Lord’s table, it is the desire of my heart that the Spirit of God, the glory of God may fill us and it will deliver us from all the differences and join us together into the one body of Christ. And there we will go out to bear the testimony of Jesus. So I always feel it is hard for me to speak after the Lord’s table. It seems to be something extra. But since it is the arrangement of the conference, I have to obey.
 
Will you please turn again to Matthew chapter 6? We will again read the so called Lord’s prayer. Matthew 6:9 – 13
‘Thus therefore pray ye: Our Father who art in the heavens, let Thy name be sanctified, let Thy kingdom come, let Thy will be done as in heaven so upon the earth; give us to-day our needed bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but save us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever, Amen’.
 
And please turn to the letter to the Philippians 2: 5 – 11
‘For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied Himself, taking a bondman's form, taking His place in [the] likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted Him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory’.
 
And finally turn to the Gospel according to John 17. We will read verse 5 ‘and now glorify Me, Thou Father, along with Thyself, with the glory which I had along with Thee before the world was’ and then verse 24 ‘Father, [as to] those whom Thou hast given Me, I desire that where I am they also may be with Me, that they may behold My glory which Thou hast given me, for Thou lovedst Me before [the] foundation of [the] world’.
 
May we have a word of prayer?
Dear Heavenly Father, we want to thank Thee for bringing us to the last session of this conference. Thou have been good to us. Thou have been faithful to us. It is all because of Thy grace that we are able to continue until now. We not only offer this time to Thee, we will offer ourselves to Thee and pray by Thy Holy Spirit bring us into the reality of Thy living word, that we may be the praise of Thy glory. We ask in Thy precious name, Amen.
 
Thank God for bringing us together these few days. He wants us to focus our attention just to one thing, ‘For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever, Amen’. We have said again and again, that this is the response of our heart to God. Our Lord Jesus had taught us how to pray and after we pray according to the Lord’s will, it touches our hearts so deeply that we cannot but cry out for ‘Thine is the kingdom, the glory and the power, forever’. It is not just an exclamation. It is a testimony of us. We testify to the fact that the kingdom is His, the power is His and the glory is His. It is more than just the expression of our words; it is the expression of our very life. Because in our very life, He has shown us what His kingdom is. Once we belonged to the kingdom of darkness but in His grace and mercy He has delivered us from the power of darkness and has translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. What a change it is. From the depths of sin and death, from the tyranny of the enemy, from the very hopeless situation, from being the children of the enemy of God, by His grace and mercy He has transferred us out of that kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of His love.
 
The kingdom of the heavens is now
We remember when our Lord Jesus began to preach He said, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh’. Why was it so? Why did He say the kingdom had drawn nigh and not the kingdom of the heavens had come? The reason was because the king had arrived but He had no people, no territory. So He called us to repent. Thank God there were a number of people who responded to His call. Therefore, you find when you come to Matthew 11, the Lord Jesus said, ‘the kingdom of the heavens is to be taken by violence and the violent seize on it’. In other words, when the King came into this world, before He had His own people, His kingdom was only being nigh, but after a number of people believed in Him and they began to follow Him, then the kingdom of the heavens was to be taken by violence. In other words, the kingdom of the heavens is now. It is to be given to those who are violent to themselves. We do not like the word violent, because it has a bad connotation to it. But actually the word violent is neutral. It depends on to whom and to what you are violent to. If you are violent to other people, then it is wrong. But if you are violent to yourself, then you seize upon the kingdom. So in a sense the kingdom of the heavens is already here. Though it is still unseen by the world, yet we do find those who are really violent to themselves, they have gained that kingdom. It simply means those who deny themselves, and take up the cross and follow the Lord; they are now living in the reality of the coming kingdom of the heavens. So when the kingdom of the heavens in reality and in practice comes into this world, when our Lord comes back the second time to publicly establish His kingdom upon this earth, then those who live in the reality of the kingdom of heavens today will reign and rule with Christ for a thousand years. And to them ‘Thine is the kingdom’ is a reality.
And the same thing is true with Thine is the power. Power only belongs to God. But this is not just something we only hear about. It is something we really experience in our life. We experience the greatness of His power in changing us from glory to glory. So again you will find it is something that is real in our life. And the same is true with glory. Glory is not something we only hear and talk about. Glory is something that works in our life and transforms us from glory to glory as by the Lord the Spirit. So in other words, the reason and the real purpose why we have this as our theme, it is not just for the sake of knowing what they are, but that we all may by our experience say, ‘Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever’.
 
How we can glorify God
Now for my part, by the grace of God we have already shared something on this matter of glory. This morning I would like to re-emphasize how we can glorify God. God wants to give glory to us. Our Lord Jesus is to lead many sons into glory. But glory is not something for us to grasp at. Glory is something God will give to those who glorify Him.
We have already mentioned that our Lord Jesus is the perfect example. In Philippians chapter 2 we are exhorted to have the mind of Christ. And what is the mind of Christ? The mind of Christ is described as such. We find in Philippians 2:6 ‘who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God’; here you find our Lord Jesus, He subsists in the form of God. The form here does not refer to outward appearance. The form here refers to His inward nature and quality. In the beginning was the Word and the Word was God and the Word was with God. So our Lord Jesus before He came into this world, He was equality with God. He has the same nature and the same character as God. And that is not something to be grasped at. The reason why you find the words ‘to be grasped at’ is because once upon a time, there was someone who tried to grasp at, rob at the glory of God. But our Lord Jesus never did that. He has all these prerogatives. He is equal with God but for the love of God and for God’s plan to be fulfilled, He emptied Himself. Brothers and sisters, this is the first step of the mind of Christ. He is the fullness of God; the Bible said all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily. No one can fathom the fullness of God. We may know a little bit of the righteousness of God but we do not know how righteous He is. We may know a little bit of the holiness of God and yet we cannot understand how holy He is. We may taste a little bit of the love of God, but His love exceeds our comprehension. He is the fullness of everything, and all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily. In other words, He is the fullness of God; He is the expression of God’s fullness. But because of His love for us and in order to fulfill God’s plan and to deliver us, He offered Himself to His Father to come to this world as a man. But for God to become a man He has to empty Himself. Now it doesn’t mean our Lord Jesus in emptying Himself, He emptied Himself of His Godhead because He is God; He is God forever and forever. But He emptied Himself of all the honor and glory surrounding His Godhead. What an emptying that must be! We can talk about it, we can think about it, but we can never understand it and this is the first step of His way to glorify God. And He is calling us to follow Him.
 
Deny yourself - those things that stand in the way of God
Brothers and sisters, we often feel we are so empty. Except for our sins, our transgressions and our offenses, what can we empty ourselves of? So you find that when our Lord Jesus calls to us He said, ‘Deny yourself’. What do you mean by denying yourself? In other words, deny yourself is to empty yourself. The Lord wants us to empty ourselves. What we can empty are those things which offend God. Unfortunately, in our Christian life, we find it is very difficult for us to deny ourselves. There seems to be such a natural love for ourselves. We may say to the Lord I love you, I am willing to die for you, just like the apostle Peter and yet when we are tested, we find that we really love ourselves more than our Lord. We cannot deny ourselves even though we really have nothing to deny. What God wants us to deny are those things that stand in the way of God. But somehow we cannot see it. Not until the Spirit of God reveals them to us, and not until His love constrains us, then are we willing to lay down ourselves, take up our cross and follow Him.
Then you find after our Lord Jesus had emptied Himself, He took upon Himself a bondman’s form. And the word ‘form’ here is the same word as the form of God. It does not refer to the outward appearance. It refers to His inward thought, His inward character. So when our Lord came into this world as a man, when you look at Him, He was a perfect man, and yet if you could see what was inside Him, you find He had the form of a bond slave. In other words, when He came into this world as a man, His inward mind was the mind of a bond slave. Now of course, it refers to what we find in the Old Testament. In Exodus chapter 20, you find the Ten Commandments. God declared to the children of Israel the Ten Commandments. The Ten Commandments are divided into two parts. The first part contains four commandments. It tells us of the holiness of God and the next tablet contains six commandments. It tells us of the righteousness of God. God revealed Himself as holy and righteous. And to be His people we have to be holy and righteous. By the Ten Commandments, the children of Israel became God’s people. But immediately after the Ten Commandments when you come to chapter 21, the first thing that is mentioned was this; if your Hebrew brother became poor and he sold himself to you as your slave, he would serve you for six years. But after six year, on the seventh year, he would go out free and when he went out, the master was supposed to supply him with every need. But if that Hebrew bondman said, ‘I love my master, I love his family; I want to stay with him forever. I don’t want to go out free. I am happy with him.’ Then what had to be done with him? He would be taken to the judge to prove and to decide that was real; that it was not something forced upon him but it was out of his voluntary will. Then the master would bring him back to the door of the master’s house and would use an awl to pierce his ear on the door. From that time onwards, he became a bond slave for life. He was a love slave.
 
To glorify God and to do His will
Brothers and sisters, when our Lord Jesus was on earth, in His inward feeling, He had the feeling that He was a love slave. And that is the reason why in Psalm 40, you find it said ‘burnt offering and oblation you do not desire but you have prepared me a pierced ear, I come to do Thy will, Thy law was written in my heart’. So brothers and sisters, you find when our Lord Jesus came into this world, He not only emptied all the honor and glory of His Godhead, as a man He had the mind of a bond slave. He considered Himself not free. He did not live for Himself. He was a bond slave to God and as a slave the most important thing is the ear. That is to say you have to hear your master’s command, and then you obey and do His will. What if you have a slave, he seems to love you, he wants to serve you and yet he will not hear what you say. He will do whatever he thinks what you need. Now if you have such a servant, I think you will dismiss him right away. So brothers and sisters, as a bond slave the first thing is the ear. Hear what the master says and do accordingly. That was the inward mind of our Lord Jesus. You know the women today have pierced ear and now you find even man have pierced ear. They think it is a decoration. They do not realize what it really is. If your ears are pierced, then you are obliged to listen to the word of God and to do accordingly. Now why is it so? Because in the very beginning when God created man, He had the intention that man should listen to Him and do His will. That is the duty of man. The duty of man is to glorify God and to do His will. But unfortunately you find that it is not the condition of man. Man has a rebellious mind. They cannot and will not listen to God. Their ears are not pierced. But as a man, we need to listen to God. We need to lay down our own mind. Often times you will find we use our reasoning to argue with God. But now you know in God’s mind created man is a man who will listen to Him. And when our Lord Jesus came into this world, that’s what He was. This is the second step we must follow in order to glorify God. So we need to have that mind of Christ in us.
Then you find in the third step that our Lord Jesus, having taken His place in the likeness of man, and having been found in the figure as a man, He humbled Himself. This speaks of the life of our Lord Jesus. Inwardly He had a mind of bond slave to God. Outwardly, He had the figure of a man. He was a perfect man; He had a body just like us. He had a soul, a human soul, just like us. In other words He had His own thinking, He had His own will, and He had His own emotion. But here you find when He took the figure of man; His life was expressed by humbling Himself. Not only inwardly did He have the mind of a bond slave, outwardly He humbled Himself to be obedient to God. This was the whole life of our Lord Jesus. So brothers and sisters, in following the Lord Jesus we need to follow in this way too. We shall humble ourselves and we should be obedient to our God. And then finally you find He was obedient even unto death on the cross.
We can never fathom what happened to our Lord Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. We read about it in the gospels how He felt grieved in His soul, how He was oppressed in His spirit. He entered into the garden to pray. He even wanted His disciples to pray with Him as if He needed support and when He prayed, He was so grieved that His sweat came down as blood. We can never understand the agony of Christ in the garden of Gethsemane and unless the angels appeared and supported him, He would die in the garden. Now what was the struggle behind it? Why was He is so afraid of the cross. He came for that purpose. He knew it perfectly but why was there such struggle in the garden? He is so holy, so pure, and so righteous. He so pleased His Father in all things and He has the presence of His Father throughout His life. He has never been disobedient to God. But now you find He had to put upon Himself all the sins of the world, from the time of Adam even until now, even unto the time of His return. In other words, the Bible says He was to be made sin for us. Remember it was not just to bear some of our sins; He was to be sin Himself. Now for the sinless one to be sin, this was something He could not take and that was the struggle behind it. But thank God, He was obedient to the Father even unto death and the death on the cross. Praise God for that. So you find the way to glory is not going up. The way to glory is going down, down, down, down and that is the way to glory. Brothers and sisters, I think we need to learn the secret to glory. Whom will God glorify? God will glorify those who are willing to empty themselves; God will give glory to those who have the mind of a love slave. God will give glory to those who will humble themselves and are obedient, and God will glory to those who are willing to take up their crosses and follow Christ.
 
The way to glorify God
Brothers and sisters, we are living at a time when you find even the gospel has changed. We find when Paul went into Corinth, He was determined on one thing. He was determined to know nothing but Jesus Christ and His cross because He knew this was the only way to deliver the people there. But today you find the cross is hardly preached. On the contrary, we find that prosperity gospel is everywhere. If you preach the gospel of the cross of Jesus Christ you find very few people will respond. But when you preach the prosperity gospel you have multitudes gathering crowds. We do not want the cross but we want the crowd. But in the sight of God there is no such thing. Without the cross there will not be the crowd. This is the way of Christ and if we want to follow Christ we must be prepared for it. Our Lord Jesus said, the day that I am glorified has arrived. Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides alone. But if it dies it bears much fruit. If we love our soul life we will lose it, if we deny our soul life we will gain it to eternity. This is the only way to glory. So brothers and sisters, we want to emphasize and reemphasize. We need to have a fresh, new concept of the cross. What is a cross? A cross is something that crosses you. When the will of God and your own will cross each other, you have the cross. And when the cross comes to you, you can either take it up or you can bypass it. If you take it up what will be the result? It will be death to yourself but it will be life of Christ in you. If you bypass the cross and you find an alternative way, it means you will lose the crown. So we need to have a new concept of the cross here. It is not God’s will to cause us to suffer. It is God’s will to deliver us. He knows how we are under the control of our self life. And unless the self life is being sanctified, we will never be able to be filled with the life of Christ. So you find that is the reason why we have to take up the cross and follow the Lord. There is no other way to glorify God. And there is no other way to glory.
So I hope brothers and sisters that we will have a renewed mind. Now of course, when you read Romans 12, in verse 1 it says, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. After we have received all the mercies of God, how shall we react? How should we respond? We need to present our bodies a living sacrifice. Why the bodies because it is with the body that we live our life. It means our whole being. We need to present ourselves as a living sacrifice. It is not a dead sacrifice, it is a living sacrifice. It means that we live for Him who loves us and loves us to the ultimate. This is something holy, this is something acceptable to God and this is our worship and service. We want to worship God, but how can we worship Him? We worship Him by presenting ourselves to Him. We want to serve Him, but how are we to serve Him? Present yourself to Him as a living sacrifice. And what will happen if you do? You find in Romans 12:2 that your mind will be renewed. What you saw as precious to you – the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life, the world – now that your mind has changed, you despise these things. What you consider as the will of God as being hard and difficult, now that your mind has changed, you look at the will of God as something loving and as something good. Just like the apostle Paul after He met Christ on the way to Damascus, He presented himself to Christ. His mind was renewed. He began to look at all things as dross for the excellencies of the knowledge of Jesus Christ. So brothers and sisters, this is the way to glory.
 
Glorify God with life
Now we would like to consider together in what different ways we can glorify God. Number one, we may glorify God with life. We know that Christ in you is the hope of glory. Now how can Christ be increased in us? How can He grow within us? You find as you deny yourself, take up your cross and follow the Lord; Christ began to grow in you. You will begin to behold the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face and you will be changed from glory to glory as by the Lord God the Spirit. So we may glorify God in our life. This is the basic thing.
 
Glorify God in deeds
Number two, we may glorify God in deeds. In other words, we may glorify God in our works, in our hands. Now how can we do that? You know we have a heart to serve but with our natural self. When we want to serve God, how do we serve? I think it is a common thing if you have the will to serve God, unknowingly you will serve God with what you are. You use your own mind to serve God. This is the way that God should be served. You use your own energy to serve God. You use your own way to serve God. And brothers and sisters, when we first believed in the Lord Jesus, I think we all have gone through these things. Just like Moses, he wanted to serve God with his natural eloquence. He wanted to serve God with his natural power but thank God that God allowed him to fail. God sent him to the wilderness for forty years to unlearn all he had learned, to undo himself until he found that he had no utterance, he had no power. And then he was sent to do the work by the power of God. Not by might nor by power but by the Spirit of God. So in our way of serving the Lord, we need to be delivered from all our natural strength. We have to serve in the power of the Holy Spirit.
 
Glorify God in our words
And we can glorify God in our words. That is to say we may praise God as a way to glorify God. We find in Old Testament how the children of God praised God. As Psalm 50 says whosoever praises God glorifies Him. So we need to praise him. In Hebrews chapter 13 we need to offer the sacrifice of praise. As David said in the Psalms you may praise three times a day yet you praise seven times a day. We as God’s people should be a people of praises. We offer up thanksgiving to Him in all things. This is the way to glorify God.
 
Glorify Him in the church
And fourthly, we may glorify Him in the church because God’s purpose is corporate. He wants us to be the body of Christ. Now how can we glorify Him in the church instead of putting Him to shame in the church? Number one holds fast the head. Everyone of us, as members of the body of Christ, we must hold fast the head. In other words, we allow Christ to be our head. In the church there is only one head; it is Christ. He may have His representatives but He is the head and every member of the body of Christ holds fast the head. How do we do it? It is through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is like a nervous system of the physical body. That system goes through all over the body. It will relate not only all the outward things to the head but it will also pass on all the commands from the head. So dear brothers and sisters, it is very important that we have no obstruction in that communication. We must abide in Christ and He will abide in us. Through the Holy Spirit we will be in actuality holding fast the head. It is not a theory, it is a fact. And not only that but we must be united together and minister one to another. We must diligently keep the unity of the spirit in a bond of peace. In our basic faith we are one; we have one Holy Spirit, one Christ and one Father our God and on that basis we must fellowship with one another. Do not allow any differences in interpretation or in experience to divide us. We need to fellowship with one another. We need to open to one another. We should not insist our own ideas. And if we continue fellowshipping we will arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God. In other words, the unity has two ends, the unity of the Spirit is the beginning, and the unity of the faith of the Son of God is the end. The unity of the spirit has already been given, that is in Ephesians 4:3. The unity of the faith of the knowledge of God is to be arrived at. That is in verse 13. One unity with two ends, one has been given, the other is to be arrived at. How are you going to arrive at? You must diligently keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. And then continue to fellowship with one another. Not just because there are differences, we refuse to fellowship but we are willing to fellowship, we are open to fellowship. We do not insist on our own idea. We are open to receive whatever is from the Lord and gradually we will find we come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God. The faith here is the whole truth of the Bible and unto the faith of the knowledge of the Son of God. The knowledge here is full knowledge, it is experiential knowledge. In other words, we experience Christ the same way. Not only we know the word of God the same way but we experience Christ the same way. This is to be arrived at by continuous fellowship and this is the way to keep unity. This is the way to glorify God in the church. And secondly as members of the body of Christ, everyone of us is given grace and gift. We must, by the grace of God, exercise the gift that God has given us to share with one another, and to minister to one another. The universal priesthood of believers is something we must practice. All priests serve God; we are all kingly priests and we need to serve God by serving one another. This is the way for the increase of God in the body. So we find there are various ways that we can really glorify God. If we glorify Him, He will glorify us.
 
Warning
And finally there is a warning. In our Lord’s high priestly prayer in John chapter 17, you find that glory is mentioned twice. First it is mentioned in verse 5. Our Lord Jesus said, ‘and now glorify Me, Thou Father, along with Thyself, with the glory which I had along with Thee before the world was’. Here you find the first mention of glory in our Lord ’s Prayer. Now the Lord was going back to the Father and He said, ‘You glorify Me’. With what glory does God use to glorify our Lord Jesus? ‘With the glory that I have with You even before the foundation’ and that is the glory of the Godhead. The glory of the Godhead is exclusively God’s; only the Son can share with the Father. When our Lord came into this word, He laid aside this glory and He became a man. But then He was going back to the Father and He was going to take up again the glory He had with the Father even before the world was. This is the glory that is exclusively God’s. Nobody can partake in that glory. And then as He prayed on, you find in verse 24 our Lord Jesus said, ‘Father, [as to] those whom Thou hast given Me, I desire that where I am they also may be with Me, that they may behold My glory which Thou hast given Me, for Thou lovedst Me before [the] foundation of [the] world’. Now if you read very carefully, you find the glory that He mentioned in verse 24 is different from the glory in verse 5. In verse 5 He reversed to the glory that He had with the Father even before He came into this world. This is the glory of the Godhead. This is what God is. Nobody can partake in it. In the Godhead there are only three persons – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. He is God, alone is God, there is no one else and this glory belongs to Him exclusively. But then you find there is another glory. He said Father, ‘those who are Mine I want them to be with Me that they may behold the glory that Thou have given Me’. The glory here is the glory He wanted to give to us. This glory refers to the glory of Christ as the Son of Man. It was because He had emptied Himself, it was because He had taken up the bondman’s form, it was because He came in the figure of a man, it was because He was obedient even unto death and the death of the cross. So the Father has highly exalted Him, given Him a name above every name, and in that name every knee shall bow every tongue shall confess that Jesus is Lord to the Father’s glory. So in other words, you find as the Son of Man that He was so obedient to the Father, that He was given the glory as the Son of Man. This is the glory that He will share with us. This is the meaning that our leader will lead us, many sons, into glory.
 
We enter into glory because of the life of Christ
Now the reason why we mention this is because when we are really seeking for glory, it is very easy to be discouraged. For instance, you find that in the world, there are people whom we called mystics. From every century you find people who are mystics. Generally speaking all Christians are mystics because we are those who seek God. But there are certain people who sought God in such a way they were willing to sacrifice everything. And if you read their histories you find they tried to ill-treat their body because they thought the body is material, is matter and matter is evil. So they had to ill treat it. They would sleep on a bed with irons. They would even wear shirts filled with gravel. They would ill treat their body even to almost death. Even Martin Luther did that. And by doing so they thought they would put their body under and they would be able to be united with God. And eventually they would be in the Godhead. Do you remember a saying by Madam Guyon? Many people admire Madam Guyon because her life was so beautiful. And she was one of the mystics. She said ‘we are like a drop of water, and we will gradually flow and flow and flow until we reach the ocean. And when we arrive at the ocean, it will be so mixed with the ocean that it becomes one with the ocean’. Now this is a very beautiful saying but unfortunately there is some point of heresy in it because among the mystics they seek for the union with God, and union to such an extent that it is the deification of man, merge with God Himself. And this kind of teaching is still here today. The desire is good but unfortunately the enemy tries to twist it. Instead of seeing the glory that God will give us is according to the glory of the Son of Man, they thought they could become deity. We enter into glory because of the life of Christ. It is not that we become deity. So brothers and sisters, I think this is just something to warn us. We need to seek to glorify God, that God may glorify us, just as Christ, after He had glorified God in the world as a man, God glorified Him. And this is the glory that God will give to all those who glorify Him. So may the Lord help us.
 
Let us pray
Dear Lord, we bow to worship Thee, because it is Thy will to make us many sons into glory. Teach us how to glorify Thee, that we may be glorified in Christ. We commit one another into your care. Pray that our God will go with us everywhere to testify to the world that Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever, Amen.
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