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1. Looking at God’s Power from History
 
Good afternoon, brothers and sisters, I just like to see how many of you are here for the first time this year. Please raise your hands so I can see. Well, where have you been for the last twenty-five years? You see this name here on the front? Do you know who George Fox is? Usually here in the northwest, we meet at a Lutheran university in Tacoma, Washington. But now this year, we have gone one hundred years ahead and we are meeting at George Fox. George Fox was a brother from England. And in about 1640, God revealed by His word the spiritual reality of the new birth. And so George Fox spent his whole life preaching the truth of following the Holy Spirit. And he spent many years in prison for this faith. Later in the 19th century three churches of the Quakers were established in this town of Newberg. And in 1890 they built this college for the glory of God. So last time we were at WCCC in the northwest, we were Lutherans but now we are Quakers.
 
We want to read some scriptures as we begin today. And I like us to begin in Genesis chapter 45 where Joseph was speaking to His brothers. Verse 5 ‘now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life’; and verses 7 - 9 ‘God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, “God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay’. Then in chapter 50 were Joseph’s last words to his brothers in verses 19 – 20, ‘But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.’ And we will read a few verses from Daniel, chapter 4. Here Daniel was telling King Nebuchadnezzar of the judgment waiting for him. We will read verses 25 and 26, ‘and that you be driven away from mankind and your dwelling place be with the beasts of the field, and you be given grass to eat like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven; and seven periods of time will pass over you, until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes. And in that it was commanded to leave the stump with the roots of the tree, your kingdom will be assured to you after you recognize that it is Heaven that rules’; then we have David’s testimony in Psalm 62, verses 11 and 12, ‘Once God has spoken; Twice I have heard this: That power belongs to God; And loving-kindness is Yours, O Lord, For You recompense a man according to his work.’ And then in Romans chapter 9, we have the testimony regarding Pharaoh, verses 17 and 18, ‘For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH.” So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires’; II Peter chapter 3 verses 3, 4 and 9, ‘Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts and saying, “ Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation’; then verse 9 ‘The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance’; Habakkuk chapter 3, verses 1 – 4 ‘A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth. LORD, I have heard the report about You and I fear. O LORD, revive Your work in the midst of the years. In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy. God comes from Teman, And the Holy One from Mount Paran. His splendor covers the heavens, And the earth is full of His praise. His radiance is like the sunlight; He has rays flashing from His hand, And there is the hiding of His power.’ and then finally one verse in Matthew chapter 6, verse 22. ‘The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is single, your whole body will be full of light.’
 
Let us pray
Our Father we come to speak about Thy kingdom and we bow before Thee. It is Your kingdom; Yours is the power and Yours is the glory. Give us deeper revelation of the kingdom of God and may the King be enthroned in our midst. We pray in Jesus’ precious name. Amen.
 
The Prayer That The Lord Taught His Disciples
The Lord’s Prayer is very familiar to many millions of Christians. I was not a Christian until I was 20 years old. But by 6 years old, I have memorized the Lord’s Prayer because in the church I went to, they repeated it every service. I went to the church where they said forgive us our debts not trespasses but we all memorized this prayer. Now if we have a quiz today, how many of you have memorized this prayer? Raise your hands. You have to recite it completely. I see some people raising it half way. Our brother Stephen in his younger days already memorized this Lord’s Prayer. I don’t know about our brother Christian but since he memorizes everything, probably he knows that. It is spoken of all the time but what does it mean? I have memorized this prayer but I have no idea what it meant. The most popular use of this prayer in Matthew chapter 6 is that it is a prayer formula to have your sins forgiven. Many people go to the Roman church when they confess their sins. Depending how bad their sins were, the priest would tell them to pray this prayer ten times every day. Now I was not Roman Catholic because for me it will be fifty times a day. I grew up among many people like this and they could even say the Lord’s prayer in Latin. But it was just a magic formula. I remember when I went to seminary to study to be a minister, students were required to go to a speech class. Many times in such a school, they teach you lesson on the Lord’s Prayer as to how to say it. It is because when you become the pastor and when you say the Lord’s prayer, you have to know how to say it religiously. And so we were taught the prayer in three parts. The first part you have to speak very humbly. We said ‘our Father,’ oh, so humbly. When we make our petitions, we were supposed to lift our voice earnestly, praying especially for daily bread and for forgiveness and for deliverance from evil. And when you come to the end, Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory you pressed in with your most reverent voice. And everybody knows that the prayer is almost over.
But what is this Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory? Is this a doctrine that you believe? Is this a statement of faith? Is it the reason we can ask and make request? What does it mean to us? Is it prayer? Do you pray that? Is it worship? You see the simple matter brings in so much. But the real question is that it is not the repeating of this prayer that has any redemptive value. It was our Lord Jesus, speaking to His disciples about kingdom reality. Is this real to you? Thine is the kingdom, Thine is the power and Thine is the glory. This should be the disciples’ reality. This was the reality of our Lord Jesus when He was on earth. Everywhere our Lord Jesus went, you were touched by a kingdom reality. He preached the gospel of the kingdom of God. And as He preached there was a demonstration of kingdom power and at times one could see the glory of God in the Lord Jesus. Now of course, this was His reality because He was the King of the kingdom and in terms of power, He has all the power. He defeated Satan in the wilderness, He bound demons, He healed the sick, He raised the dead, and He rules over wind and waves. He was even master over the authorities in Jerusalem. He lived this kingdom life.
And for the church after Pentecost, the disciples lived in a daily reality of this kingdom. How about us? When our Lord spoke this prayer to the disciples in this simple prayer, He opened our understanding to two things. There are two great forces going on in their midst; the Father in heaven Who is King and Lord over all. His is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. But there were also things happening on the earth. There were the kingdoms of this earth; even the religious kingdoms of this world. These two things though separate, were then being united through Jesus Christ. Now the kingdom of heaven could touch the kingdom of this earth.
And the disciples suddenly realized that there was so much more to life than just walking on this earth. They were to walk on this earth but to take orders from heaven. They were going to have to understand what it was to live the kingdom life as a reality while walking on this earth. And so the Lord spoke to His disciples many things concerning the kingdom of heaven. But it did not become real to them until the power came from on high and they realized the kingdom of heaven had come down on earth and in the church and they began to teach the gospel. And so the early disciples, these followers of the way began to teach and continued to teach the gospel of the kingdom of heaven.
 
The Gospel of the Kingdom
Now I want to briefly review what the gospel of the kingdom is because I see a number of young people here and there are some who are here for the first time. The gospel of the kingdom of heaven has four basic points. We can see these points by the sermons given to us in the Book of Acts.
Do you know what the gospel of the kingdom is? The first point is very important and today it is often not mentioned. The first point of the gospel of the kingdom is that God rules and reigns over all. He has created all things. He sustains all things. He blesses all things and He must be given account of by all mankind. He is the creator; we are the creatures; we must respond to His kingship. Now when you read the various messages of our brothers in the Book of Acts, you see Paul and the others were careful to bring up this point. So when Paul preached the gospel to the Gentiles in Athens he began with an unknown God and Paul told them He was the creator of everything in Whom all the people live and move and have their beings. And they had to be accountable to the judgment as to how they responded to this one, great God.
The second point of the gospel of the kingdom given to us by the prophets in the Old Testament is that God has a plan. He was planning to set a man upon the right hand of His power to reign in the kingdom forever and ever. So in the fullness of time, God would make heaven and earth one by the kingship of a glorious man sitting on the throne on the right hand of the Father.
The third point is that Jesus came as the king for His kingdom. And through His death, burial, resurrection and ascension and sitting down at the right hand of God, He defeated the usurpher of the kingdom of this earth; He made an open show of principalities and power, and He opened a new and living way for many sons in glory.
Then the fourth point is for the people to repent and believe. Why do the people have to repent? It is because we have lived our lives independently of this God Who rules. And now it is time for the creature to cease his rebellion and to bow before God. And by faith in the King the Lord Jesus, those who repent and believe are transferred out of the kingdom of darkness and into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son. Now this is a tremendous gospel. When we preach this gospel it has power. But when you preach this gospel it also produces conflict. You remember the passage we read in II Peter chapter 3; it really applies today, does it not? Speaking especially of this point one, if you tell people today God rules over you and you are responsible for that, what will be the response of most of your friends who are in the world? Immediately they began to mock; where is this God? Where is this promise of His coming? Throughout the history of the world, everything has remained the same; there is no God over me. Today this world is full of mockers, but there is something interesting. In the first chapters of the Book of Acts, when the church was living in the kingdom reality, the people in Jerusalem were afraid of the church. They dared not visit casually this people of the way. This leads us to ask the question; is the church today living in the kingdom reality? Is God ruling over us? I think it is in the very first point of the gospel that we find there is the necessity today, even among the people of God, to repent.
 
God in Control of All
In Matthew chapter 6 where our Lord spoke of this prayer that we are studying, we read in this particular verse 22 that the disciples had a single eye for the kingdom. When we come to the problem of why we do not sense the kingdom today, the issue is whether we have a single eye. Remember the Lord Jesus said you cannot serve two masters. You cannot first seek His kingdom if you worry about what you can eat, what you can wear and where you shall live. But those who seek the kingdom and His righteousness first get a taste of the reality.
What is this single eye? Now for us, the single eye is to look to the Lord for everything. But down through the history in the scriptures, we can see there have been servants of God who had this single eye and it was this single eye that saw the power of God. These servants through history saw God sovereignly ruling and overruling in the affairs of men. Do you understand? Well most men walk through this life without an awareness of God’s rulership in this world, but those who have a single eye can see it. In the lives of these servants, a revelation of the kingdom broke in upon their lives and they were never the same. And so our brother spoke of Abraham this morning and that after the glory of God appeared to him, he began to sense that God was ruling and reigning in His life. And so is the case with Isaac and Jacob.
We read in Genesis 45 of the case of Joseph; do you hear what He said? ‘You my brothers are only seeing what is happening in the earthly frame, do you not know that God has ruled and overruled in everything that you have done? You meant for evil, God used it for good. You did not send me to Egypt, God sent me to Egypt to preserve a remnant. What did Joseph see? He saw a God who rules and overrules; a God who carries the life of His servant.
Abraham came to such a faith in the sovereignty of this power. Somehow he believed in the offering of His son Isaac; and in the sacrifice of Isaac somehow God would bring him back to life in a great powerful overruling. Now this story was continuous through the history of the Old Testament. Moses was standing before Pharaoh. Pharaoh was all powerful, Moses was nothing. Moses spoke to Pharaoh and said ‘Pharaoh, God is using you to display His power’. And we have read a few verses from Daniel where King Nebuchadnezzar was all powerful, Daniel was nothing. But Daniel had the single eye. What did he say to Nebuchadnezzar? He said, ‘Nebuchadnezzar, you are the ruler, the king and Lord of all of this earth because God gave you this power. And if you would not recognize that it is He who has given you the power, then you would became as an animal and you would be humbled by the providential power of God until you recognize that His kingdom rules.’ Is that not amazing that Daniel could see through? He saw through the rising and falling of great empires throughout history until the kingdom of God comes down as a stone and destroy all the kingdoms of the world. What a view he had!
And we read in Psalm 62 of David’s testimony, ‘Once the Lord has spoken, twice I have heard, all powers belong to God’. But that is not just a statement of religious worship. David saw that the Lord has the power. Even as a young man when he stood against Goliath, he saw not Goliath but the God who rules over Goliath. When he became king and was going to go to war with the Philistine, he did not go to war right away; he asked the Lord first, ‘should I attack’? And both of our brothers have already pointed to David’s testimony in his latter days in Chronicles chapter 29. David gave tremendous wealth to God. And he said ‘everything I have, even this wealth has come by Thy power.’ Thine is the power and the greatness.
Do you see through in your life? Any of you have come to the United States seeking freedom and the living way? Our God is sovereign. And if you forget who has given you wealth, what does God do by His power? He sends us into a wilderness. In Deuteronomy chapter 8, Moses was talking to the children of Israel, and he said God has taken you through the wilderness; so that when you came into the land and God blessed you, you would not say my power has gotten me this wealth.
Brothers and sisters, we need that clear single eye to see who gets the glory to every single thing that happens in our life. Do you see the ruling and overruling God and that He is reigning over your life? We are talking about the power of God and yet we have not talked about any great demonstration of His power yet. But now I tell you a mystery. The greatest manifestation of the power of God is His sovereign providence in our lives. He is ruling and overruling in order to bring us to His desired end. Do you remember Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost? What did Peter say? I will put it very simply; you took Jesus and crucified Him; however, you did not really take Him; this was God’s predestined, foreordained plan; you put Him to death; but God has overruled and raised Him up again. Do you see you have been working against the purpose of God? Now repent. It was a very powerful message. Imagine you realize that all you have been doing about Jesus has been at cross purpose with the powerful, omnipotent God. The story goes on.
What is the Book of Acts? Is it not a testimony that our Lord Jesus is on the throne on the right hand of the Father and He is ruling and overruling through circumstances from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria and to the other parts of the world? He was moving man; He was saving the rebellious; He was performing miracles; He was overruling. Throughout it all we see God building His church.
And as Daniel said in chapter 4; when God moves, none can stay His hand. Of course we see this in the Book of Revelation. We see the Lamb on the throne; we see the scroll in His hand. We see him loosing the seal, sovereignly determining the destiny of this world. The bible speaks a great testimony of God’s power. When we say Thine is the power, do we have this single eye of realizing everything He is doing today is towards His purpose in the end?
In these last days of great outward falling away, there are some who see that God is ruling and overruling in order to recover His testimony. In the church life we may see difficulties, failures, divisions; loss of life. But behind all these, we can still see God ruling and overruling to prepare a bride for His son. Our brothers and sisters, this is so crucial for us to understand; when God is moving, none can stay His hand. But we as His children can understand what He is doing and cooperate with him. Or we can be blind to what He is doing and find ourselves being overruled all the time. That is why when we say Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, I think it needs to be said from the knees. And those who understand the meaning behind those words are those servants who are frequently found in a place of repentance. How God wants servants who yield to His rule.
 
God Wants to Share His Power
And here we enter into a mystery that is hard to understand. Why does He want us to see His purpose in all that is happening? It is because even though it is His kingdom yet He wants to share that kingdom; it is His power but He wants to delegate that power; it is His glory but He wants to show His glory. There is a great plan of God today. It is moving with power and providence. There is a flow and a purpose to all that is being done. If we see what He is doing, if we are adjusted to what He is doing so we can cooperate to what He is doing, then He delegates His power, giving authority to men. As our brother spoke last night, it is not only that God wants to demonstrate His power but He wants to demonstrate His power through men.
 
The Kingdom Reality
We mentioned all of these different men down through the ages including those in the early church; these men were taken up and carried by this tremendous vision. But we have to remark regarding the place of most of God’s children. There were those who were faithful, but there were many, many more that spent their energy resisting God. As our Lord Jesus began to explain to His disciples this matter of discipleship in the kingdom, He warned them that if they keep their lives they are going to lose their lives; but if they give themselves to the Lord’s purpose, they will discover their lives. We all know these words but are we resisting our King? Are we controlling our own lives? Do our plans get in the way of God’s plan? Are we controlling our environment over concern with mammon or food or drinks, finding ourselves in some kind of unbelief and worry over small things? And meanwhile there is a kingdom purpose that if we have taken up with, God will add all other things. Who can sense what God is doing today? His kingdom is very near.
Now I want to speak on one more matter regarding this kingdom that we live in today. I like you to turn back to that chapter in Habakkuk chapter 3. There is a little phrase in the end of verse 4 that I want to use to encapsulate my thoughts. And this verse speaks of the hiding of His power. This is important because the reality of the kingdom of the heavens that we live in today involves the hiding of His power. Now what does Habakkuk means by this? You remember that Habakkuk was very upset when He saw the invasion of the Chaldeans and the Babylonians into Judea. He didn’t understand what was happening. He needed vision. He stood on the wall to receive the vision. And God said ‘I will give you vision and with this vision you can run through this desperate time’. Chapter 3 is what Habakkuk prayed and sang after he saw the vision because He understood the hiding of His power. What did God say? God said ‘I will tell you what I am doing but you will not believe it. I am using the idolaters and the worldly Babylonians to discipline my people.’ God in His sovereign power was about to use Babylon to discipline and purify His people. And Habakkuk saw it and He understood. Behind this whole thing was God’s power irresistibly moving towards His purpose. When Habakkuk saw the absolute power of God, he did three things. First of all, he feared; I have heard the report of this and I fear. And yet because he saw what the Lord was up to, he could say, O lord, revive Thy work in the midst of this time. Was that not an incredible prayer? And he went beyond that and he said, ‘in wrath remember mercy’.
Here was one who understood the hiding of His power. So he began to sing this song of how God has manifested His glory and has shown His power throughout the great moments in the history of Israel. And yet even in these moments where His power was manifested, it was only the hiding of His power. So why did God hide His power? Why does He not manifest it fully? It is because if He manifests it fully, none of us can survive. God said in Malachi, ‘I am God; I change not; therefore the house of Jacob is not consumed’. Peter said in II Peter chapter 3: 9, ‘God is hiding His power for mercy’s sake, not wanting that any may perish but all may come to repentance’.
And in the kingdom of the heavens today where we live, there is the hiding of His power for the sake of mercy. It is not only mercy upon those in darkness in this world. This is the time for us to be faithful and preach the kingdom gospel that all that will be saved can come in. But the hiding of His power is also because of His mercy upon His people. When Jeremiah saw Jerusalem being destroyed, he wrote the Lamentations. Jeremiah saw the whole outward thing destroyed but he said in Lamentations ‘by His mercy we are not consumed’.
Our God has no interest in just our outward things. If we move across purposes with His ways, you know our God does not need to destroy any one of us. He would just remove His spirit. As our brother shared this morning, the glory left the temple. And the temple carried on in those days just as in this day the church carries on. The church is in control of itself. The leaders are full of their plans; the people are satisfied. But we must realize these are the days of the hiding of His power because He is having mercy upon us. He removes the testimony. He removes His presence from our lives, from our assemblies. Do you see it? Leaders, look at our assemblies. What does that cost you to do? Brothers and sisters, look at our lives; our runaway lives. There is so much loss; so many coming across the purposes with God. God will rule over His people. And even today, in the midst of outward problems, the Lord is raising up hidden ones. These are those who know the Lord and fear; those who pray from the depth of their hearts ‘Thy will be done in my life on earth’.
Oh, we understand today that God’s power is not fully manifested and it is but to give us time to repent. God has a precious plan that will not be frustrated. God is using the events of these days here in our country. His overruling is a mercy to us. When He does not allow us to go our own way, it is a mercy to us. How the Lord wants to recover in His church His throne and His being the absolute Master. May this be a day when we seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. God is moving and none can stay His hand. Are you taken up in His purpose with the single eye on our Lord Jesus? The providential power of God – Thine is the power; all things will be brought to the light. So we cry for mercy.
 
Let us pray.
Our Father, we come here representing many different gatherings of your people and in various different states of disrepair and needs. Some of us are outwardly strong, but inwardly dead; some are under attack; small and yet your presence is with them. In these last days, we pray that those who are here even this week could hear what the spirit has to say to the church. In the day of Thy power, in the day of Thy coming, all things of Your power will be revealed. O God, You are Lord, King and Master, and we fear. We pray ‘revive us Lord, in the midst of these years and even in wrath remember mercy’. This alone will give us the life we need up in the high places with hind’s feet. This alone will allow us to rejoice in our God of salvation even if our barns are empty. Press in upon us with the renewed vision of your kingdom purpose; help us, conform us to your way. We pray in the name of our King and Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.
 

2. The Manifestation of The Power
 
We thank the Lord for all the young people who are attending with us this year. I understand the high school department is over 100. So you be sure to remember to pray for the workers who are working with the children this year. Then we also have many young people here this afternoon and of course many who are young in spirit.
We want to read some portion of the scriptures today beginning with Acts chapter 1 verses 3 – 8 ‘to whom also He presented himself living, after He had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; and, being assembled with [them], commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to await the promise of the Father, which [said he] ye have heard of me. For John indeed baptized with water, but *ye* shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit after now not many days. They therefore, being come together, asked him saying, Lord, is it at this time that thou restorest the kingdom to Israel? And He said to them, It is not yours to know times or seasons, which the Father has placed in his own authority; but ye will receive power, the Holy Spirit having come upon you, and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’
 
Then we turn to Luke 24: 44 – 49 
‘And He said to them, These [are] the words which I spoke to you while I was yet with you, that all that is written concerning me in the law of Moses and prophets and psalms must be fulfilled. Then He opened their understanding to understand the scriptures, and said to them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved the Christ to suffer, and to rise from among the dead the third day; and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations beginning at Jerusalem. And *ye* are witnesses of these things. And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high.’
 
We want to turn to the last few verses in the gospel according to Matthew, chapter 28, verses 18 – 20,
‘And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth. Go [therefore] and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.’ Then we turn to I Corinthians chapter 1: 22 – 24, ‘Since Jews indeed ask for signs, and Greeks seek wisdom; but *we* preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness; but to those that [are] called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ God’s power and God’s wisdom. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.’ And then in chapter 2: 1 – 5, ‘And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; and my word and my preaching, not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of [the] Spirit and of power; that your faith might not stand in men's wisdom, but in God’s power.’
 
Let us have a word of prayer.
Our Father, we thank You that we could gather together this afternoon in the name of the Lord Jesus. We want to learn more of His kingdom, power and glory. We believe the promise that the Spirit has come to lead us into the reality of all these things. We ask that the Holy Spirit will anoint us as we hear and as we speak. Do open the eyes of our heart with a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge and understanding of our Lord Jesus. We pray all these things in Jesus precious name. Amen.
 
The Hiding of God’s Power
Our God rules over everything. His is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. When He has fully accomplished all of His plans all will see that He rules. Mankind lives upon this earth, subject to the kingdoms of this world. Most men walk through their whole lives never realizing there is a kingdom of God over them. But God by His mercy touches the earth with His kingdom that we may know of Him. Just as Jacob ran away from home and lay down with an uncertain future, and then the heavens open and a ladder came down from heaven. Jacob awoke and said ‘this is fearful for God is in this place and I know it not’. Is that not our testimony too? We were walking in the kingdoms of this world, when God by His mercy showed us the Lord Jesus Christ and the door of heaven was opened to us.
We spoke last time of the hiding of God’s power. One of the great manifestations of the power of God is hidden. What is this hidden power? God who rules over all, is ruling and over ruling in your life and mine with his sovereign providence. Like the apostle Paul, who was high up in the religious kingdoms of this world. One day by the mercy of God he saw a heavenly vision and he realized that there was a divine over ruling of all of his life up to that point. And he spoke to a Lord who knew him in every detail of his life. As a Jew, Paul has sought after the kingdom of God but can only see God through a veil as he read the old covenant. But in that moment of heavenly vision, he saw the king. And he spoke the words of a kingdom servant, ‘Lord what would you have me to do’.
And so it is with all of our lives. Many young people here have many plans; who to marry, where to go to school, where to live. Walking in this world, perhaps you grew up among Christians; you have heard of Jesus with the hearing of the ear, but when the kingdom comes into collision with your life, you realize that God has been ruling in your life, moving you to this place and to that church and to meet all these people. When such a moment occurs, I pray that you will become one of the King’s servants. Every Christian should be two things; one, a member of the body of Christ by His grace; two, a servant of the King of kings. According to our Lord Jesus, these things are not optional; it is the very foundation of our life and our service.
 
The Apostles Received the Power
We read these scriptures regarding the last days that our Lord Jesus when He was on earth, and He wanted to make very real to the disciples Thine is the power. And so He came among them after His resurrection and by many proofs show them He has been victor over death itself. And then He wanted to connect them to this power in the kingdom of God. He told them the basis upon which this power is received is from on high. He said they should wait in Jerusalem and they will be clothed with power from on high. And they watch the Lord Jesus ascended before them and He went up to glory, sat down at the right hand of the father.
And when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost, these apostles were connected with power to the Kingdom of God. They remembered the Lord said all power and authority has been given to me on heaven and on earth. And so endued with kingdom power they began to teach the kingdom of God. You remember the moment when they raised up the lame man by the temple and a great crowd of people came around? Do you remember what Peter said? ‘Do not think this was done by any power or righteousness of mine, it is the name of Jesus, the One you crucified and God raised Him up again.’ They were witnesses of His resurrection and wherever they witnessed of the resurrection of the Lord, God manifested kingdom power in their midst. Every time the enemy tried to stop the witness of these disciples, they were overruled by the Lord of lords. Even when Stephen was martyred and the disciples were scattered out, it was all within the great sovereign plan of the Lord to bring the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth.
When we read the Book of Acts, we see that the Lord Jesus is the King and He is upon His throne, and He is manifesting His kingdom power everywhere the disciples went. They went to various places and God opened the door of the kingdom; there were great demonstrations of power in the city of Samaria. The kingdom of God and the name of Jesus were preached by Philip the evangelist. And God overruled all Jewish prejudice by bringing many Samaritans to the Lord. Peter was in the house of Cornelius. Peter loved to preach but his preaching got overruled. For right in the middle of his message about Jesus, the Holy Spirit was poured out and stopped his sermon. The kingdom of God has come to these gentiles as they listened to the gospel.
We remember in chapter 19 when Paul came to Ephesus. Of all the cities that Paul has preached and built the churches, Ephesus had the most spiritual warfare and resistance. There were those possessed by demons; there were exorcist. The city was full of people practicing magic. Many people were under the bondage of the principalities having to do with the temple of Artemus. But God with great power demonstrated the reality of His kingdom and many miracles ensued during Paul’s ministry in Ephesus. We have before us in I Corinthians chapter 2, a brief testimony of Paul regarding his visit to the Corinthians. He came to the Corinthians not with his own eloquence and the wisdom of men. His words were not of wisdom but demonstration of the spirit and of power. There was a tremendous work done there. Many, many gentiles were saved in Corinth and so we read through the New Testament the manifestation of God’s power.
 
How We Can Be Filled With the Power of the Holy Spirit
Now we who preach the kingdom of God today, we also should expect that our God will demonstrate the reality of the kingdom power as we preach the gospel. It is necessary for those who are witness of the kingdom to be clothed with power from on high. His anointing and His gifts are available to us; to be faithful in preaching the kingdom. We talk a lot about being full of the Holy Spirit. It is our regular vocabulary. But would to God it is our reality. Do you know the clothing of power from on high? This is vital to the kingdom progress in this world.
But when we speak of this outpouring, we have a problem. And what is this problem? God is very sovereign in how each individual receive this power. Some who are filled with the Spirit have deeply emotional experiences and ecstasies as the Spirit comes upon them. If you read the testimony of the faithful evangelist D. L. Moody, he testified that waves of love poured over him in unceasing strength until he had to ask God to stay His power. But then we take the evangelist Billy Graham. A young pastor named Stephen Olford in England spoke to him of the filling of the Holy Spirit. And the young Billy Graham got down on his knee and asked God to fill him with the Holy Spirit. But there was no outward manifestation. However that night, when he went to the gospel crusade that he was preaching; when he gave the invitation to receive Christ the heavens opened and in one sense we could say his effective gospel ministry really began.
God is very sovereign about this matter of being filled with the Holy Spirit. It is not really a matter of experience but there are some things in common with those who have known such an enduement.
Number one, they sensed their need; number two, they surrendered all; number three they asked in faith. Some know the exact moment of this enduement, some cannot clearly say. It is not the experience but the reality that is important. And once having been clothed with the power from on high, it is also necessary for the servant of the kingdom to follow God’s purposes. God is moving through this world today, He is looking for servants who know the direction and the purpose of His going. Whenever the powerful providence of God meets a willing and yielding servant of God, there are demonstrations of kingdom reality.
 
God’s Power is Manifested in the Days of His Hiding
I do not want to speak more of this enduement from on high except to put in the context of the hiding of His power. When we study the Book of Acts, there are two observations that touch on this matter. The Book of Acts written by Luke are snapshots or a telescoping of the thirty-three years of the first days of the church. In those thirty-three years, we can see the sovereign moving of God as the church was built further and further out into the world. And Luke recorded for us, depending on how you count, roughly thirty miracles, specifically that he recounted in the Book of Acts. Now he was not interested in giving us a history of miracles. But he spoke about those supernatural manifestations of God, especially when God was opening up new doors of the kingdom in places and cities. Thirty-three years and thirty miracles come to less than one a year. Now we know there were many, many more demonstrations of the kingdom power in those thirty-three years. But what we need to balance the manifestations in the Book of Acts with is the awareness that there were many days where the gospel of the kingdom was faithfully preached without any outward manifestation. We see some great moments in the Book of Acts. But our brothers who went about faithfully preaching the gospel preached many, many times. Many times there were no miracles but only trouble. At times there were discouragements; at times the closing of doors. But they were faithful. They relied on their King to open doors to manifest Himself at certain times.
And so we have to realize that the manifestation of the kingdom power is presently in the hiding of His power. We looked at Luke chapter 17. Here the Pharisees were asking Jesus to perform some great demonstrations of kingdom power. We see in verse 20, ‘And having been asked by the Pharisees, When is the kingdom of God coming? Jesus answered them and said, The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor shall they say, Lo here, or, Lo there; for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.’ Now the Pharisees were asking for some great political sign; the messiah coming in power with his army to destroy the empire of Rome. Or perhaps they wanted a sign in the sky in the heavens above. Jesus said you will receive no such sign. But He said do not say look over here or there because the kingdom of God is in the day of the hiding of His powers. But then He said you can see the kingdom of God if you have eyes to seek. For He said, ‘for behold’, that means ‘look, the kingdom of God is in your midst’. Now what did He mean by this? Of course He meant that He was the King and if they could see He was the king, they would certainly realize they were in the kingdom. The basic principle is that wherever the King is, then there is the manifestation of the kingdom of God. Now in English, this verse has two different translations and both of them are quite satisfactory. One said, ‘behold the kingdom of God is within you’; the other said, ‘behold the kingdom of God is in your midst.’
 
Wherever There is Submission to the King, There the Kingdom Will Be
And here we understand where we are today regarding the power of the kingdom. When we look around this world, we have to admit this world is still under the control of the ruler of the darkness. The whole world lies in the evil one. But wait; there is the manifestation of the kingdom all over this world. Where is it? The kingdom of God is within every servant of God and you can see it. And regarding the church, wherever two or three are gathered in His name, the kingdom of God is among them. The kingdom can be seen today in the lives of all of His children who have yielded to the King. Many here today will confess that they came to God because they saw Jesus in some brothers and some sisters. And also there is the wonderful family which is whenever the church gathered together under the Lordship of Jesus, you can see the kingdom there. Many see the Lord Jesus in His church. But it needs to be a church that is learning the Lordship of Jesus; a church that is following the way of God’s purpose; a church that is praying under an open heaven. Is that where you gather? Is there a testimony of His kingdom there where you meet? We know the Lord is very near to all his people, but there needs to be repentance for us in order to become a vassal where the Lord will manifest Himself. Now the Lord can sovereignly rend the heavens any time He wants. In His mercy, He demonstrates His saving power in a very sovereign way. But for us as Christian, it is not for us to go looking here or there for some great demonstrations. It is for us to be before our God on how we can know the Lord’s manifestation in our midst. Why? It is because the Lord not only shows His power in His hiding of His providence in circumstances; but the Lord also wants to manifest the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe in His church.
 
The Power is Manifested in Those Who are Saved
Last time I spoke of the hiding of His power. Now let us look at the exceeding greatness of His power. Let turn to Ephesians chapter 1, we see Paul praying for revelation for the saints in Ephesus. He was praying that they could see with revelation what is the hope of His calling. And that we as Christians can see the glorious riches of His inheritance in the saints. But in verse 19 we come to the third matter of what Paul was praying regarding the saints in Ephesus. ‘That it may be revealed to you what is the surpassing greatness of those who believe.’ There is a tremendous kingdom power to be upon the church. But we need revelation to see it. Look how Paul was using power word upon power word to give us a notion of how great the power of God is. Notice in verse 19, ‘this power is in the working of the might of His strength’. Notice that the words strength, might, working; they are all power words. Now why do these Ephesians need revelation to understand about this incredible power? The Ephesians already knew the clothing of power from on high. They have already known some of the gifts of the Spirit and they have seen the way the Lord moved and manifested His grace. And yet Paul was pressing upon them the importance of seeing this exceeding greatness of this power toward us who believe. What was he talking about? What is the power that Christians must know? Now here it will help if we do not have a chapter break at the beginning of chapter 2 because if we read it continuously we will know what Paul was after. In verse 20 he said, ‘[in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies,’ and then Paul continued the thought in chapter 2 and He said, ‘and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins’; and then verse 4 – 7,‘but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us, (we too being dead in offences,) has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace,) and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.’
Now what is the exceeding great power that Christians need to see? First, the power that raises us from death to life. Then there is the power that raised us up to life and seated us with Christ in the heaven. Now how much power it takes to raise up a dead man? Can Dr. Frankenstein raise the dead? There is a tremendous power necessary to raise the dead and God who rules and overrules raised Jesus from the dead. Death can never hold Him again. He is alive forever before His father; and not only that but there is also the power that raised Him up. You think the disciples discussed how Jesus went up in the air? What was that power? Of course, Matthew may had the theory of rocket power. Maybe Philip had theory of anti-gravity. How much power does it take to raise an earthbound person into heaven? And how much power does it take to bring the Lord Jesus, a human being, glorified to sit at the right hand of the Father in glory? How much power did that take? That is how much power towards us who believe. Now I do not know about you and you all look very religious and you have always been good. But I know the power that it took for the Lord to have mercy on me and raise me from the power of death and sin. Now I was 20 years old when I got saved. And by 20 years old I was already really dead. I was dead and stuck in transgressions and sins. You will never believe what I like when I was 19 years old. But God in His mercy saved me. The bible tries to describe these things. Paul said to Titus, ‘God has literally regenerated our spirits’. My spirit was so dead to God. But on April 1, 1964, I prayed a prayer and I knew Abba is my father. I have prayed at times unbelieving. But on that day my prayer broke through because I knew Abba. What a resurrection; the regeneration of our spirit. How much power does it take for a spirit to be quickened, to be born again? You remember Paul in II Corinthians chapter 4 where he talked about preaching the gospel? And he declared when he preached the gospel, the same God who said let there be light and created the heaven and the earth is the same God who said let there be light and the light of Jesus Christ came into our souls and we are saved. What a powerful work this is! He gave us a new spirit, He gave us a new heart. Can you believe that now we are seeking first His kingdom and righteousness. What happened to us? Before I was saved, I sought after many things but not His righteousness nor His kingdom. When I was saved, I received such a boost that I read the whole bible once in three months, from Genesis to Revelation. I could not stop. And can you believe this that by His great power, He began to renew our minds from the world’s understanding. And how can we not testify as to the moral power that comes into the newborn life by the power of the blood of Jesus? My worldly friends at school were shaken when they saw me after I was saved. And believe me I was a carnal Christian. I was a baby. But the power of the blood has produced the change in me that people could see. I think before us Christians, there needs to be repentance when we behold the power of God that has raised us from the dead and seated us in heaven with Christ. This is the second of the great manifestation of God’s power that we see in His kingdom power. The first is the sovereign ruling of His providence. The second is the exceeding greatness of his power towards us who believe.
 
The Power of the Indwelling Life
We turn to Ephesians chapter 3 and we see Paul speaking more on this matter. We pick up in verse 16 through first part of verse 17 ‘in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; that the Christ may dwell, through faith,’ Many times even Christians are very concerned about the outward demonstrations of His power. But here is the great hidden powerful work that is going on. We are being strengthened by the power of His spirit in our inner man with the goal that Christ may dwell in our heart through faith. If you are a Christian and you are living your life in a carnal way and in cross purpose with God, you will find that your circumstances will overrule your desires because God determines to strengthen your inner man so Christ can dwell in you. This is the work that is going on today. This is a hidden work. You cannot always see Him working in people’s life. But as when the makers of the temple stones were hammering those stones underground in the secret places, so God by His exceeding great power is building a home for the Lord Jesus in your life and mine.
 
We Need to Cooperate With God
Now regarding this exceeding greatness of His power, there are two perspectives that enable us to cooperate with this process going on within. The first perspective is that there is a turning point that comes in a Christian life when we realize that the exceeding greatness of His power is not a power but a person. We realize that there is a life inside; that we are temples of the Holy Spirit. It is no longer just a sanctifying power or a power that makes us righteous but a person that lives in us. For so many Christians we have to go through a season as if we were in the wilderness. We strive to be better. We want to read our bible more. But we only know failure. We sense greater distance from God. We see sin operating in us. We feel we were captured by the flesh. Our mind seems to be so ungodly. Everything we do and all our good intentions seem to be lay hold by the law of sins and of death. When a person has really tried to be a Christian that is the time he realizes the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus; and that is, the Spirit of God dwelling in you. He can mortify the deeds to the flesh. He can resurrect your spirit. He can renew your mind. He is the righteous one. He is your life. Now when a Christian lay hold of this indwelling life, it makes such a difference in him that he can cooperate with God.
Galatians 2:20; we all know this life within. But we discover that the basis of our very life is the incredible power of his Spirit working in us. I will give you the secret for righteousness, for wisdom, for overcoming power, for victory. Here is the secret – abide in Him and He in you. This is the victory that overcomes the world. Greater is He that is in you than is in the world. There is a life in you. But I dare say seven out of ten Christians do not realize this. Oh to know this revelation is rest for your soul. This is the first perspective when we realize that the power is not a power but a person. When you discover this, you discover what it means that ‘once it was the blessing now, it is the Lord.’
Now there is a second, very important perspective that enables us to cooperate with this great power working in us. And it is this; the cross of Christ is the regulator of the power of God. Now we say Thine is the power. God holds His power very fast, but He distributes His great power through the cross. So we read in I Corinthian chapter 1. Paul is talking about the message of the cross. He said ‘but *we* preach Christ crucified, to Jews an offence, and to nations foolishness; but to those that [are] called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ God's power and God's wisdom’. Many Christians are hungry for the power. But power comes by the way of the cross. I do not want the cross, I just want the power. But God is very jealous about His power. First, it is to the end of yourself; then onto resurrection ground; and there is the place of power. Everybody has to go through that. Do you want His power? There is an undoing in our life that takes place. The cross is God’s divine veto on our flesh. The cross says ‘no’ to our self initiated ideas. And so we draw near to the Lord and we find a power working in us and this power is undoing things in us; tearing down things in us; bringing things to naught in us. Anything superfluous to the kingdom of God, we sense the veto in us. Now the cross is the power of God and it is a mercy to us. What would happen if you and I were given the power of God to use in our own idea and strength? And so the cross works upon His servants, and if we were to follow after Him, we must deny ourselves, take up the cross and follow Him. And the cross is there to bring us through to resurrection ground.
Now we all know verse 10 in Philippians chapter 3. Paul said ‘so that I may know the power of resurrection.’ What does Paul mean? Did he want to see more miracles or powerful demonstrations? He had already seen many of these. He was not looking for miracles. He was in jail when He wrote this book. He was looking for the overcoming power of an indestructible life for him; a life on resurrection ground. It knows victory. It knows buoyancy. It can be knocked down but it cannot be knocked out. ‘ I want to know the power of His resurrection.’ Paul was in jail and he felt many of the things that we feel. Situations seemed to be dire. Maybe he sensed a great sense of loss.
Maybe in your fellowship things are almost coming to an end; or failures or weakness or defeat and then the Lord touches us on resurrection ground. Life comes in among us in a place we did not expect. And suddenly we realize that all of the breaking and all of the dealing that have been going on is now the releasing of his Spirit on a new resurrection life. Paul spoke from experience when he said, ‘God said in weakness my power is being perfected.’ Now how many of you want to vote for God’s power? Are we willing to accept weakness as a way for the perfection of His power? The cross is the great arbitor for the power of God.
And if you are a part of an assembly that really wants the Lord in fullness, then He will deal with your assembly. As you discover the real, practical headship of the Lord Jesus; as you discover the resurrection ground of praying under an open heaven; as you discover that you have been united in spirit and the trials that you have gone through in the fellowship is bringing you on the resurrection ground in the unity of the faith, such an assembly can say do not look there, the kingdom of God is in our midst. I hope that you have a single eye and that you can see how much we need the work of the cross in our life to know the power of God. The Lord wants men and women that He can use powerfully as His testimony but they must be proven by this way of the cross. Our God is moving with tremendous power and providence right now. The day of His power and His coming is very soon. He is shaking our country, our city, and our families. The Holy Spirit is working with exceeding great power to produce the bride to gain the kingdom for his King. Soon He will come and all of these that were hidden will be shown in the light. All the mysteries of our circumstances and tragedies and problems will be understood. All the problems in our fellowship and our heartbreak will be clear. Now do you see that the Lord is ruling right now? Ruling over your life, or overruling your life? There is an end of glory soon to come. May we find ourselves being exercised by this great power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
 
Let us pray.
Lord we thank You even today for the mercies that enable us to share together in this time. And no matter what trials are going on in our life, we confess that Your mercies are new every day. And because You are the same, we are not consumed. I pray for those who are here and they have heard about the kingdom but never have the divine interception, by Thy mercy show Your King to those who seek Him. And to those saints who in secret are striving through failure and disappointment, show them the presence of the Holy Spirit in their life. And we thank You for the mercy of the power of the cross, the wisdom and the power of God. Lord, give us revelation to see so that we may cooperate fully with You these last days. We pray in His precious name. Amen.
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