THE WAY OF RECOVERING THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS CHRIST
 
 
Revelation 1:9—I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.
 
Let us pray:
 
Dear Lord, we want to thank Thee for bringing us here. We do realize that we are in Thy presence because it is Thy precious promise to us: “Where two or three are gathered together unto My name, there am I in the midst of them.” Truly, Lord, we gather unto Thy name, and we are assured that Thy presence is here with us. There is nothing more precious to us, Lord, than Thy very presence. We pray, Lord, as we are in Thy presence, that the light of Thy countenance may shine upon us. Thou art the only One who knows us. We are open to Thee. We pray, Lord, that Thou will search and examine us, that Thou will give us an open heart and unveiled face so that we may behold Thy glory and be transformed from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 
We do want to thank the Lord for bringing us together. I always think that every opportunity of gathering before the Lord is a special grace. We do not know when the Lord will return, but we sense it is very, very near. Therefore, we want to thank Him for giving us this opportunity to prepare for His coming. The prayer of our heart is that when He comes, we shall see Him without shame.
 
THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS
 
We have three things before us—the testimony of Jesus, the recovery of that testimony, and the way of recovery. I wonder how many Christians are familiar with the term the testimony of Jesus. Maybe they have heard it until they are tired of it. Or maybe they have never heard of such a term. But one thing is sure—from the word of God we find that the testimony of Jesus is the eternal purpose of God. This term and similar words are used especially in the book of Revelation at least eight times. I will leave it with you to find out where they are.
In Revelation 19:10 it says, “The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.” This book of Revelation is a book of prophecy. And what is the spirit of prophecy? I think we are all curious about prophecy, but do we know the spirit of prophecy? When we read the book of Revelation, are we only interested in the coming events? Do we try to figure out all these prophecies until we become sons of prophets? If we do not see Jesus and only see coming events, we will miss the whole point of Revelation, because the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.
As a matter of fact, the entire Bible is the testimony of Jesus. The Lord Jesus said, “Ye search the scriptures, for ye think that in them ye have life eternal, and they it is which bear witness concerning me; and ye will not come to me that ye might have life” (John 5:39-40).
Hence, the testimony of Jesus is revealed throughout the whole Bible. Unless we know what the testimony of Jesus is, we can never really know the word of God.
 
JOHN’S VISION OF THE RISEN LORD
 
What is the testimony of Jesus? If the whole Bible is concerned with the testimony of Jesus, it is impossible for us to relate it fully in these short messages. But in my understanding, I think the testimony of Jesus can be summed up in just two verses in Revelation 1:17-18: “And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, “Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.”
In Revelation, chapter 1, we read that John received a vision of the risen Lord; and this vision is meant for every one of us. We need to have a fresh vision of our Lord Jesus. We know Him as our Savior, but we need to know Him as God the Father knows Him. And this was the vision given of the Lord Jesus to John.
Who is the Person in that vision? He is the first and the last and the living One. This speaks of His eternity and His deity. He is the first and He is the last. And He is the living One. He is the eternal and He is life itself. This is what the Lord Jesus is in eternity.
But thank God, He said, “I became dead.” How can the living One become dead? The only explanation is the love of God. “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son” (see John 3:16). God the Son became Man. And as the One who knows not sin, He became sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God (see II Corinthians 5:21).
How we praise and thank the Lord Jesus for what He has done for us! We would not be here if He had not come into this world. We would not be here if He had not become dead. His death is our salvation, and we cannot help but praise and thank Him all the time.
Then He said, “Behold, I am living to the ages of ages and have the keys of death and Hades.” He speaks of His resurrection and ascension. God has anointed Him Lord and Christ. He is the victorious One.
This is the vision that the apostle John saw on the island of Patmos, and this is what God wants every one of us to see. Do we see our Lord Jesus as the first? He is to be the first in our life. He is the originator of everything in our life.
Do we see Him as the last? Of course, this is not in the sense that He is the last one in our life. It is in the sense that He is the end, the purpose, the aim of everything to us.
Do we see Him as the living One, and that He lives in us? Christ in us is the hope of glory. Do we realize how He went through Calvary’s cross and opened for us a new and living way and now beckons us to walk in it?
Do we see that He is the risen One? He is on the throne, and He beckons us to come up in order that one day we may reign with Him.
To put it in one word: do we see Him as our all and in all? Is there any rival in our hearts to Him being the first and the last? Can we really testify: “Whom do we have in heaven but Thee? Whom do we desire after on earth but Thee?” This is the testimony of Jesus, and this testimony is entrusted to the church. It is entrusted to every one of us, and we are suppose to bear that testimony.
 
THE TESTIMONY IN THE EARLY CHURCH
 
We do praise and thank God that in the history of the early church in Acts, chapters 2 and 4, we see that they had the testimony of Jesus because those who believed persevered and continued in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles in prayers and in the breaking of bread.
The teaching of the apostles is none other than the teaching of Christ. They did not have their own teaching. They only taught what Christ had taught them. The apostles did not have their own fellowship. On the contrary, you will recall that Paul scolded the Corinthian believers when they said: “I am of Paul; I am of Apollos; I am of Cephas; I am of Christ.” Is Christ divided? It is the fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, and we are all called into it.
In the early church, they were one. They assembled together; they praised the Lord together; they broke bread together; and they rejoiced in the Lord together. And because of this, great power came out from them, and God added to them day after day.
In chapter 4 we discover that they were completely delivered from their self- possessiveness. They loved one another just as Christ loved them. And what a testimony they gave of the Lord Jesus! When the world looked at them, they were amazed and could not understand how it could be that these people lived a totally different life from every nation of the world. Jesus was everything in their lives.
Then in Acts, chapter 11, we find that the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. It was the only way they could identify them. Who were they? They were so different that they could not identify them with any country or any nation. They were Christ-men. Oh how they bore the testimony of Jesus!
Within thirty-some years, the gospel had been preached to the ends of the earth because Rome was the center and the end of the earth at that time. What power was manifested! What glory was given to God! Indeed, the early church kept the testimony of Jesus.
 
THE CHURCH LOSES THE TESTIMONY
 
But the enemy of God hates the testimony of Jesus and has tried every means to destroy it. At the end of the first century, Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, tell us of the seven churches in Asia, and one of them is the church in Ephesus. Now we know from reading the Bible that the church in Ephesus was a glorious church. Paul spent three years in Ephesus and showed them the whole counsel of God. They loved the Lord so much that when Paul was in prison, he was able to share with them the eternal purpose of God because of their undying love.
But towards the end of the first century, another thirty-some years had passed. As the Lord Jesus walked in the midst of the church in Ephesus, what did He find there? He found that everything went on as usual. They had the knowledge, the teaching, the work, the labor, but the inner fire was gone. He said, “You have left your first love. Unless you repent, your lampstand will be removed” (see Revelation 2:5). The testimony of Jesus had begun to be lost in the church.
Then we read in church history that from the first century till the beginning of the sixteenth century, the church was welcomed by the world. The world had conquered the church, and it had entered into a dark age. Even the most basic teachings of the gospel were lost. They did not know justification by faith; therefore, they tried to be justified by accumulating merits. All kinds of false teachings and doctrines were rampant. You could not see the dividing line between the church and the world. The church had lost the testimony of Jesus.
Thank God, man may fail, but God never fails. Even during all these decaying centuries, God still had His own people. In every century, there was a minority—some people who wanted to return to the Lord—and because of that, they suffered from the official church.
The recovery of the testimony of Jesus began in earnest from the sixteenth century onwards. In the sixteenth century, there was the reformation. God raised up people like Martin Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and so forth, and they restored justification by faith. Today, justification by faith seems to be known by everyone, but at that time it was so new and so wonderful. And the Bible, which was in chains, was opened to the people. Ordinary people had not been allowed to read the Bible, but now there was an open Bible. From that time, God began to recover truth after truth.
 
THE WAYS OF RECOVERING THE TESTIMONY
 
Now I want share on Revelation 1:9: “I, John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.”
The apostle John was exiled to the island of Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus. How did John keep the testimony of Jesus? He kept the testimony of Jesus by going through tribulation, kingdom, and endurance in Jesus. So how can we recover the testimony of Jesus? Where are the ways? The ways are in tribulation, kingdom, and endurance.
The apostle John went through tribulation because of the testimony of Jesus. He was exiled to the island of Patmos because of the kingdom—the kingdom that is not of the world. If the kingdom were of the world, he would not have been exiled. But because he was faithful to a kingdom that is not of the world, and because of his endurance and patience towards the Lord he was exiled to that island.
We are able to learn something from John’s tribulation. How can the testimony of Jesus be restored in us, and to such an extent that the world will see it and have to do something about it? We feel there are three ways—or, one way with three angles.
 

TRIBULATION
 
FIRST GENERATION CHRISTIANS
 
In order to restore the testimony of Jesus today, we need to know what tribulation is, what kingdom is, and what endurance is. Now we would like to focus our attention on tribulation.
The seven churches in Revelation 2-3 were in Asia Minor and can prophetically be applied to all of church history. We usually say the church in Ephesus represents the church in the first century because it began with such glory, and they kept the testimony of Jesus as long as the world recognized they were Christ-men.
But unfortunately, gradually, the church that was noted for love had lost their first love. Why did they lose first love? Why did they lose the testimony of Jesus? Maybe it was because the second and third generation people had come into it. The first generation Christians saw the Lord—they had the vision. Everything was new, fresh, living, and vibrant. And because the vision of the Lord had so captured them, they paid a price. They stood for the testimony of Jesus and suffered for it.
The second generation received all the teaching of the first generation and followed all their ways and forms. But unfortunately, because they had never paid a price, they never had a fresh revelation from the Lord. What they received was tradition. Although they were faithful to the tradition, it had become a formality. There was no real fire within them.
When the third generation came into it, all that was left was tradition. As a result of this kind of situation, of course, you will find the inner spring is lost.
We know that in reality there is no second or third generation Christian. Every Christian is suppose to be of the first generation, to have vision, to have the testimony of Jesus, and pay a price for it. When that is missing, there is nothing left but form and tradition. And when God looks at that situation, what can He do to recover the testimony? He uses tribulation. Therefore, when the church entered into the second and third centuries as typified by the church in Smyrna, God allowed the Roman Empire to persecute it. Ten times there was great persecution that came upon the Christians. But thank God, it was through tribulation and persecution that the church was revived. And this is what we discover in the church in Smyrna.
 
GOD’S HEART IS BLESSING
 
We do not like tribulation. Naturally speaking, we like prosperity. Do you think God wants to punish us? Is it not in God’s heart to bless us?
When God first created man, He said, “You shall have dominion over the fowls of the air, the living creatures on earth, and even the fishes in the sea” (see Genesis 1:26). God blessed the man whom He had created. So we can see that blessing is the heart of God.
But unfortunately, because Adam and Eve rebelled against God, they fell into the temptation of the evil one. And because of sin they were disqualified or unqualified for blessing. If God should bless a sinful person and give him riches—wealth and fame and everything; is it a blessing or a curse?
We recall how God dealt with the children of Israel and delivered them out of Egypt. He brought them into a land flowing with milk and honey. But what happened to that people? Before Moses died, God instructed him to write a song because He knew that the people might forget teachings, but singing songs is easy to remember. So we find the answer to this question in Deuteronomy 32:15: “Then Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked— thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, and thou art covered with fatness;—he gave up God who made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.”
Jeshurun means the upright people. They were upright people because they were delivered by the Lord and the Lord blessed them. But under God’s blessing, they grew fat and began to kick. They gave up God who made them and lightly esteemed the Rock of His salvation.
Therefore, sinful people do not deserve God’s blessing because the more they are blessed, the more wicked they will become. May I even suggest that God cannot bless them. Unfortunately, among many of God’s people today, the prosperity gospel has been welcomed. If you believe in the Lord, you do not need to drive a Chevrolet; you can drive something much better. It is not because God does not want to bless us; it is because of our human situation.
 
TRIBULATION IS GOD’S BLESSING
 
The way that God really blesses us is through tribulation. Now I want you to change your whole concept about tribulation because today it has taken on a new meaning. As we look at Matthew 24 we find that the Lord began to speak about tribulations, saying that there would be famines and pestilence and earthquakes in diverse places, wars and rumors of wars, nation rising up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
After the Lord’s ascension, all these things began to happen in this world. And as we are close to the end of the world, these things are accumulating and increasing. And these tribulations are what we are seeing today. However, in verse 8 He says, “But all these are the beginning of throes.”
These are the beginnings of birth pangs. So we can see that the Lord has given us a new concept of tribulation. Why are there tribulations on this earth? To the unbelievers or to the world, it is judgment; but to Christians, these are the beginning of birth pangs. It is true, there are pains, but these pains are positive—not negative. These sufferings or these pains do not bring us to death. On the contrary, they bring us to birth. God uses tribulations to produce the birth of His heart in His people. He will use these tribulations to bring us into His purpose. Now this is the way of tribulation.
 
IN THE WORLD YOU WILL HAVE TRIBULATION
 
Before the Lord went to the cross, during the last supper, He had a discourse with His disciples which we find in John, chapters 14-16. He told them not to be grieved, and He gave promises to them. Then He ended His discourse in John 16:33: “These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.”
The Lord Jesus said, “In the world, you have tribulation.” Now why is this so? We do not belong to the world; but if we did the world would not persecute us. However, because we do not belong to the world, therefore we have tribulation. May I put it this way: if you do not have tribulation in the world, are you really of Christ?
Let us take a look at our Lord Jesus. He came into this world, but He was not of the world. He was heavenly, spiritual, and He carried heaven with Him. He was in the world, but He was not conformed to the world. And because of this, He was rejected, persecuted, and crucified. Do you think that we, who are His, will have better treatment? If the world treats you well, it shows that you have lost the testimony of Jesus.
Assuredly, we do not court tribulation, but tribulation is a must in our lives. What is tribulation? Tribulation is whatever troubles us. It may be something that troubles us physically, mentally or soulically, or spiritually. If we follow the Lord, we will find that the world is against us and is trying to lead us away from Christ. Not only the world outside is against us, but we have a world within that is against us and is an ally to the enemy. It is the fallen life, the Adamic life, our flesh, our self.
 
DENY SELF AND TAKE UP THE CROSS
 
How do we sin? When temptation comes, it tempts the flesh within us to act and it comes forth as sin. That is the reason why our Lord said, “Deny yourself, take up the cross, and follow Me. If you love your soul life, you will lose it. If you lose your soul life for My sake, and for the gospel’s sake, you will win it to eternity” (see Luke 9:23-24).
If we follow the Lord, if we are faithful to the Lord, if we want to keep the testimony of Jesus, anything that is an enemy to the testimony is our enemy. Therefore, when we are following the Lord, not only the outside world will be against us, but even the flesh will rebel within us. Unless our flesh suffers, unless the cross works in our flesh, we will not be able to keep the testimony of Jesus. Every time temptation comes, it is a battle of faith as to whether we will be faithful to the Lord and take up the cross and follow Him or whether we will gratify ourselves. And that will be tribulation and suffering. Our soul will suffer in learning obedience.
 
NOT MY WILL
 
When the Lord Jesus was in the garden of Gethsemane, not only His physical body suffered but His soul suffered. He said, “I am sorrowful even unto death” (see Matthew 26:38). He was oppressed in His spirit and yet He said, “Lord, not My will, but Thy will be done” (v. 39). This is the way to recover the testimony of Jesus.
Are we willing to pay the price? Are we willing to follow the Lamb wheresoever He goes? Will you take tribulation as a discipline and chastening from your loving Father? No discipline is pleasant at the moment, but it will produce righteousness unto holiness. The Lord said, “You will have tribulation; do not be surprised by it. Do not faint under it. Do not try to escape from it.” As you follow the Lord, if it is His will that you have to go through all these tribulations, take it as a chastening of the Father. He wants to make us sons—not just children.
As I see it there is no better way of restoring the testimony of Jesus than tribulation. You do not need to try to court it because the Holy Spirit will arrange it. He knows how much we can endure. He has measured everything in our lives. Can you trust Him? As we have considered this matter of tribulation, we find that it is not so bad after all.
 
CHINA REVIVAL
 
In 1900 there was the Boxer uprising in China. Many missionaries as well as many Chinese Christians gave their lives. It was a great tribulation. But we read in the history of Christianity in China that after the Boxer uprising there was a great revival. God raised up many in China, and used them greatly.
I thank God for Ding Li Mae whom you may never have heard of before. I think of Jia Ye Ming, and then in the 1920s, God raised up John Song and Wang Mingdao (Wang Mingdao’s father died during the Boxer uprising by committing suicide), Watchman Nee, Leland Wang, and many others. Before their time, people hardly knew whether they were saved or not. They said, “You believe; then after you die you go to heaven; and it will be decided whether you can enter in or not.” But during that period, there was such a revival everywhere, and many were saved. The gospel was prospering during that time and the government was favorable to it. So outwardly, it was very prosperous; but unfortunately, Christianity became something that was welcomed, and all kinds of sects and divisions came in. I cannot go into details, but I went through all these things.
However, God did raise up a marvelous work in China. It was a work without organization—not only among the brothers and sisters but even among those who worked together. It was all from within—just like our body. It is not outwardly organized but it is organized from within. And there is no better organization than that which comes from within because outside organization is human, but when it comes from within it is from the Lord.
The work became so great that it spread all over China; but I am sorry to say that, gradually, organization came in. Not only did the church organize, but the workers organized. Then the whole political situation changed, and under the new regime Christians were persecuted—many were imprisoned and died. Outwardly, there was no more Christianity. But thank God, those who were in labor camps, those who were imprisoned, those who were Christians—no matter whether they were Catholic or Protestant, or what denomination they belonged to—all these things were gone. They loved one another and helped one another. God used persecution to purify His church. The gospel spread and many, many came to the Lord. But sad to say, when China was opened, things returned to the way they used to be. It is the sorrow of my heart. Why cannot we love one another, be one in Christ Jesus and not be divided?
Tribulation purifies us; prosperity destroys us. Many young people in China were enticed by wealth, by riches or by the world. It is a deep problem in China. God knows better. We have to bow before Him and say, “Lord, Thy will be done.” But thank God, throughout the generations and centuries, God has His people. They are those who are willing to pay a price and are faithful to the testimony of Jesus. One day, the testimony of Jesus will overturn the god of this world and then the end will come. We are living in this exciting moment. It can be either way. We can keep the testimony of Jesus or we can lose it.
May God have mercy upon us all.
 
Dear Lord, we look for Your mercy. In spite of ourselves, do not let us go. Take us in Thy hands. Mold and fashion us according to Thy will. If it pleases Thee make us those who complete the rank of the overcomers. May Thy testimony overcome the world and the god of this world, and may Thy kingdom come. In Thy precious name we pray, Amen.
 
 

KINGDOM
 
Revelation 1:9—I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.
 
Let us pray:
 
Dear Lord, as we gather together in Thy presence, it is the cry of our heart that Thou wilt come back. We thank thee, for Thou hast promised us that Thou wilt come quickly, and we are here waiting for Thee. Do prepare us so that when we see Thy face there will be no shame in us, that we may gladden Thy heart, knowing that by Thy grace we have followed Thee all the way. Do prepare us for Thyself. Even at this late hour, Lord, prepare us. Lead us, that we may follow Thee wheresoever Thou dost go. We commit this time into Thy loving hand. Speak Lord, Thy servants heareth. Do finish the work that Thou hast begun in us, that Thou mayst be glorified. We ask all of this in Thy precious name. Amen.
 
Our purpose for this time is to learn the way of recovering the testimony of Jesus. We know that it is the will of God that the testimony of Jesus would be known throughout the whole world, and He has committed this to His church. We do regret that the church has failed again and again in that mission throughout church history. But thank God, even though man may fail, God never fails. He is always doing the work of recovering His testimony. We are now at the very end of the end, and we believe that it is the will of God that the recovery will be fully realized.
We will recall that at the first coming of our Lord Jesus, there were a few brothers and sisters who were truly waiting and preparing the way of the Lord’s coming. Even though, outwardly, it seemed as if the whole Jewish nation was waiting for the coming of the Messiah, actually only a few were preparing for His coming. And we believe that at His second coming, this will be the same. God is looking for some who are ready and prepared for His coming. And who are those people? They are the ones who have the testimony of Jesus.
In Revelation1:9, the apostle John said: “I, John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island of Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.”
The reason why the apostle John was exiled to that island was because of the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus. How did he come to have the testimony of Jesus? We see from this word that he was in the tribulation and kingdom and patience in Jesus. Hence, we believe that these three things—tribulation, kingdom, and endurance—are the ways to the recovery of the testimony of Jesus. 
Tribulation seems to be so negative, and yet God can use that negative means to accomplish the positive purpose. If we can see tribulation in the way God sees it, then we will be truly profited by it, and it will recover the testimony of Jesus to us.
 
THE THEME OF THE BIBLE IS THE KINGDOM
 
Now we will take up the second point in the way to the recovery of the testimony of Jesus, which is the kingdom. In searching the word of God, we find that the kingdom of God or the kingdom of the heavens is the theme throughout.
In Colossians 1:13 it says, “Who (that is God) has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love.” Formerly, we were in the kingdom of darkness. We were under the authority of the enemy of God. Even though we might not have been conscious of it, that is the fact. But thank God, He delivered us from the authority of darkness, and He has translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.
Oftentimes, we think of being saved as our sins being forgiven and one day going to heaven. We do not realize that there is something far more that God has done at that time. Not only have our sins been forgiven, not only has He given us eternal life, but there is something greater that has happened. He has delivered us from the authority of darkness and has translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.
We may use the history of the children of Israel as an example. They were slaves in Egypt where they were put under hard labor and not even allowed to live. All the male children must be thrown into the Nile River. They had no hope because they were under the iron rule of Pharaoh. They cried out to God, and God delivered them. We know that not only were they delivered from death by the Passover lamb, but also God had delivered them out of Egypt and translated them into His own kingdom. He brought them to Himself. What a deliverance that was!
 
OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN
 
As we come to the New Testament, we find that what was physically done to the children of Israel has happened to us spiritually. So far as our physical bodies are concerned, we are still in this world, but the world has not changed at all. It has become worse and worse and is still under the authority of darkness. People were just groping in darkness and did not know where they were going—even into eternal death. There was no hope and no God. That was our former situation. But thank God, He has delivered us out of the authority of darkness. We are no longer under the authority of Satan, the enemy of God. We belong to another kingdom—not the kingdom of this world. We belong to the kingdom of the Son of God, the kingdom of God, the kingdom of the heavens—that is where we are today.
So first of all, we need to understand that when we were saved, there was a great transference. We are no longer of the world, as our Lord Jesus said in John 17: “They are not of the world, as I am not of the world” (v. 16). Even though we are still in the world, we do not belong to it. We belong to the heavenly kingdom. Our citizenship is in heaven. We are under another authority—the Son of God’s love. In other words, all who are saved are now in the kingdom of the heavens. That is our position. That is what God has done with us.
 
REPENT FOR THE KINGDOM HAS DRAWN NIGH
 
When John the Baptist, the forerunner of the Lord Jesus, came out to preach he said, “Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh” (Matthew 3:2b). When the Lord Jesus began His public ministry, He proclaimed the same message. He said, “Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh” (Matthew 4:17b). Now we know that the children of Israel were suppose to be God’s people, and they were quite religious. At that time they had the temple, the five books of Moses, the prophets, the priests, and all these ceremonies. Outwardly, they appeared to be very religious, yet the message of God to them was “Repent.”
For four hundred years God had been silent, and suddenly, He began to speak. And His word to His people was “Repent. Do not think that you are going in the right direction. Everything is wrong, and you need to turn around.” Why did they need to repent? The kingdom of the heavens had drawn nigh.
And when our Lord Jesus began to preach, He spoke the same thing. He said, “Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh.” The Lord Jesus is the King of the kingdom of heavens, and He came down from heaven to establish His kingdom upon this earth. But at that time He had no people, and a king, without a people, has no kingdom. So He had to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh.” In other words, the King has come. The Lord Jesus was born as King but he had no people—He had no kingdom. So He had to tell His people to repent because the kingdom of the heavens had drawn nigh to them. If the people would repent and turn around, if they would believe in Him and put themselves under His kingship, then He would have His kingdom of heavens in this world. The Lord Jesus began His ministry with this message, and thank God, there were people who truly repented, turned around, and believed in Him. They not only believed in Him, but they followed Him.
 
THE CALL FOR DISCIPLES
 
We recall that as the Lord Jesus was preaching, He began to call for disciples. This was the call to those who believed in Him to commit themselves to Him and put themselves under His kingship. This was for the purpose of making them sons of the kingdom—not only positionally but conditionally. So it is very, very important to see that there should be no distinction between believing and committing.
Today, we are aware that the gospel is preached in such a way that it has become a so- called “cheap gospel.” People are saying, “Just believe in Him and you are saved. You can go to heaven.” That’s it! But we forget that the gospel is a full gospel and salvation is a great salvation. God saved us not according to our need but according to His virtue and to His glory. He does not just want to save us out of hell into heaven. That may satisfy us but it will not satisfy God. This is out of His character. He wants to save us until He is satisfied. He wants to save us to the uttermost, that we may become sons of the kingdom. Therefore, these two things—believing in the Lord Jesus and submitting to the Lord Jesus—ought to be one. If you become a believer, you must be a disciple. There should be no division between believer and disciple. 
Who are the disciples? We know that when the Lord called for disciples, He was walking on the seashore of Galilee. He saw two brothers there—Simon Peter and Andrew—and He called them: “Come and follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their boats and followed the Lord Jesus. He went a little further and saw the two sons of Zebedee, and He said: “Come and follow Me.” And they said goodbye to their father and the boat, and followed the Lord Jesus (see Mark 1:16-20). This shows us that the call for disciples closely follows and should be together with the call to believe.
 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BELIEVING AND DISCIPLESHIP
 
Now we would like to look at the difference between these two calls. To believe in the Lord Jesus is to receive grace from the Lord, but it is still me. In other words, it is Jesus for me. But to be a disciple is to surrender your life to Him, and He becomes the reason for your life. These two things should be together. How can we believe in Him, receive all His mercy and grace, and keep these all for ourselves? We ought to surrender our whole life to the One who loves us, washed our sins in His own blood, and has made us a kingdom (see Revelation 1:6). Therefore, all who believe in the Lord Jesus are, at the same time, called to be His disciples.
In the word of God we notice that the disciple is very different from the modern concept of student. Today, when you become a student, you have to pay some money to enter the school. There, you sit in the room and listen to your professors, trying to absorb all that they know. You are there just to learn. You are still independent, free and living your own life. But the disciple is different. He is like an apprentice in the olden days.
 
APPRENTICESHIP
 
Probably, most of the young people do not know what an apprentice is. In the olden days it was the way of life. When a boy grew up, he would be apprenticed out to a master, and a contract would be signed. Then, suppose you wanted to be a carpenter. How would you go about learning carpentry? In the olden days, it was through the process of being an apprentice. You would choose a master carpenter, and after the contract was signed, you would leave your home to live with your master. You would become a part of his family; and usually during the first year, he would not even allow you to touch the instruments or the tools.
What would be your duties during the first year? You would help clean the house, hold the babies or serve at the table just like a servant. Now you may say, “Why did I come here? I came to learn a skill!” But that was the way of apprenticeship. There is a real meaning within it, because apprenticeship is more than learning a skill. It is to learn a life. Maybe after a year, the master would allow you to touch the tools and show you some of the secrets. When you have finished your apprenticeship, you have not only learned the skill of your master, you have learned his life. You will walk like him, you will talk like him. Everything will be like him. That is the wonder of apprenticeship—and this is discipleship. Those who believe in the Lord Jesus are all called to be His disciples because discipleship will make us sons of the kingdom.
 
CONSECRATION
 
Maybe you have heard of this story of our dear brother Watchman Nee. When he was young, he was very gifted, and like most young men, he had his future planned out. Even though he was born into a Christian family, yet he was just nominal. He was in a Christian college, but he did not believe in the Lord Jesus. One day, he was greatly touched through his mother.
His mother was a very strong woman, and Brother Nee hated her because she treated him unjustly. I know because she treated me the same way. But when his mother got saved, she wanted to have a family devotion. So she called the family together and went to the piano to play a hymn. But the Spirit of God touched her and told her to go and confess to her son. She could not do it because in China this was not the custom. The parents are always considered as right. But the Spirit of God would not let her go, and finally she got up, went to her son, put her arms around him, and asked him to forgive her. That touched the heart of our brother very deeply.
As a result of this, when he was invited to hear Dr. Dora Yu, he said, “Anyone who can convert my mother is worthy of hearing.” So he went; and on the first night he was convicted. Not only did he know that he was a sinner, but he knew that the Lord Jesus is the only Savior in the world. However, he could not believe, and he struggled for days. Why was this so? He understood that if he believed in the Lord Jesus, he had to surrender his life to Jesus as his Lord. He could not do this because he had his own plan, his own ambition. After struggling over this for days, one evening he was in his room and he began to pray. He told us that he saw the blackness of his sins and the redness of the blood of the Lord Jesus. He was so constrained by the love of Christ that he fully surrendered himself.
Unfortunately, today, the gospel is so preached that it has become a cheap gospel. It tells the people they can get everything and even Christ surrounds them, making them the center of the universe. The nature of the gospel is misunderstood. It is not only the gospel of grace; it is also the gospel of the kingdom of the heavens. There are not two gospels— only one. Grace leads us to the kingdom, and the kingdom shows us what grace really is.
Do you realize that God has delivered you out of the power of darkness and has translated you into the kingdom of the Son of God’s love? Do you understand that He saves you and puts you into His own kingdom? Do you know that you are no longer your own and that you belong to Him?
Consecration is a must for all believers. If you have not presented your body a living sacrifice, you have not begun living the Christian life. Spiritual life begins with consecration. However, consecration is not giving yourself to the Lord to do something for Him. Consecration is putting yourself under the authority of your King and letting Him have all rights over your life. Don’t be afraid of that. Is it not better to put yourself in His hand than to hold it in your own hand? What can you do with yourself? But if you put yourself in His hand, He will transform you. He will form His character in you and make you fit for His kingdom.
 
THE NATURE OF GOD’S KINGDOM
 
After the Lord called His disciples, He then began to reveal the nature of His kingdom, which is not the kingdom of the world. You recall how He testified before Pilate and said: “My kingdom is not of the world. It is a heavenly and spiritual kingdom” (see John 18:36). And the nature of His kingdom is taken from the King Himself. His kingdom is not eating and drinking but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (see Romans 14:17). His kingdom is what He is, and He wants to make us like Him. He wants to characterize us with His own character. That is His kingdom. 
We read in John, chapter 6, that some of His disciples said, “This word is too hard,” and they left Him. Then the Lord Jesus said to the twelve: “Do you want to leave, too? You can go if you want to.” And thank God for Simon Peter who said: “Lord, You have the words of life, and we have followed You. Where can we go?”
Do you have this attitude? Are you thinking that His word is too hard, and you want to leave and not walk with Him anymore? Or are you thinking that you want to follow Him and wherever He goes, you will go, acknowledging Him as your King—your Sovereign?
 
THE VIOLENT TAKE THE KINGDOM
 
As we come to Matthew, chapter 11, the Lord Jesus said, “The kingdom of the heavens is to be taken by violence, and the violent seize upon it” (see v. 12). The word violent seems to be too severe for us, so we try to make it gentler. But in the original, it is violent. However, the violence is not to be towards other people. On the contrary, it is to be towards ourselves. If we want to follow the Lord but are not violent with ourselves, we will not be able to follow on. We will be like the other disciples who said: “The word is too hard,” and we will cease to follow Him.
We need to be violent to ourselves, but this does not mean that we try to ill-treat ourselves. In the Middle Ages people really did violence to their bodies. They tried to be holy, and because they thought the body was evil they felt that they had to ill-treat it. So they beat themselves until blood came out, and they slept on a bed with nails. They tried all kinds of violence, thinking they could deliver themselves. Even the reformer Martin Luther did the same thing. He was a professor, but he left the professorship and went to an Augustinian monastery where he fasted and ill-treated himself until he almost died.
That is not what the Scripture is telling us. The violence is to deal with our soul-life because it is a fallen life. Our soul-life or our flesh is an ally of the enemy of God. It does not submit to God, and it does not know God. It is the enemy within us, and it is always resisting the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit strives with the flesh and the flesh strives with the Holy Spirit. That is the reason the Lord said: “Unless you deny yourself, take up your cross and follow Me, you cannot be My disciple. If you want to save your soul-life, you lose it. If you lose it for my sake and for the gospel’s sake, you save it to eternity” (see Mark 8:34-35). That is the word of God.
If we are to become disciples of the Lord Jesus, if we are to be discipled to the kingdom, we will have to do violence to ourselves—we have to deny ourselves. Peter denied the wrong person. He should have denied himself. How often we deny the wrong person! We deny the Lord Jesus when we gratify our flesh; but if we do violence to ourselves, we will be able to seize the kingdom. In other words, we will not only be in the kingdom of God positionally, but conditionally we will be true sons of the kingdom. So we can see that the kingdom is the way to the recovery of the testimony of Jesus.
In the early church, we discover that all who believed in the Lord Jesus were disciples of the Lord Jesus, and it is the disciples who were first called Christians. Now if you were just a believer and not a disciple, the world could not see that you were truly a Christian and that you did not have the testimony of Jesus. But thank God, in the early church, they were all disciples; therefore they were all Christians. They had the testimony of Jesus.
 
DECLENSION IN THE CHURCH
 
However, gradually, the church began to lose its first love, and the Lord used persecution and tribulation to restore them to the testimony of Jesus. As we come to the beginning of the fourth century, Constantine the Great adopted Christianity, and suddenly it became a popular thing in the world to be a Christian. We know that the enemy tried to use persecution to kill the church, but God used that tribulation to restore the testimony of Jesus. As a result of this, the enemy changed his tactics and began to favor Christianity. Even Constantine, who was the emperor at that time, endorsed Christianity, and it suddenly became popular. He encouraged his soldiers to be baptized, telling them that they would be rewarded with clothes and silver. So of course, the soldiers wanted to be baptized because they would not only get something but they would also get the favor of the emperor. But declension came into the church. They mistook the kingdom of God as the kingdom of the world.
Most people in Christianity were unsaved, so how could they serve God? Therefore, they had to prepare a special group of people to do the ministry; and gradually, Christianity became a world empire. They thought that they were building the kingdom of God and did not know they had fallen into the trick of the enemy. Even justification by faith was lost, and people tried to accumulate merits in order to go to heaven. Christianity entered into a dark age, and the kingdom of the heavens was completely lost and became a worldly kingdom.
 
THE BEGINNING OF THE RECOVERY
 
Thank God, in the sixteenth century, Martin Luther and other reformers began to preach justification by faith. They emphasized an open Bible and said: “Let’s return to the word of God.” This was the official beginning of the recovery of the testimony of Jesus. Unfortunately, they restored the gospel of grace, but they forgot the gospel of the kingdom; therefore, the kingdom truth was unknown among the Protestants. They said: “You just believe in the Lord Jesus and you are saved.” Out of this came divisions in theology. Some people said, “Once saved, forever saved.” Other people said, “After you are saved, if you do not behave, you will lose your salvation.”
Christianity was divided into these two camps, and the controversy has continued even to this day. Why is it so? It is because the gospel of the kingdom of the heavens was lost, and salvation became cheap grace. The spiritual strength is not there for you to press on; and why should you do that anyway? After all, if you are saved you will go to heaven. Those who are loyal to the Lord, who deny themselves and follow the Lord, will fare the same way as those who eat and drink after they are saved. The truth of the kingdom of the heavens was lost.
 
THE KINGDOM LIFE FOR KINGDOM REIGN
 
It was not until the nineteenth century that God began to raise up some of His servants to preach once again the kingdom of the heavens. These were people such as Pember, Govett, Panton, and others. They began to show us that those who have received the grace of God should not think that that is all there is, but there is something more. God wants us to be sons of His kingdom, and if we take up the character of the King today, then one day, we shall reign with Him. How can you reign with Him if you do not have His character?
So a kingdom life today will give us that kingdom reign in the days to come. It is true that if you believe in the Lord Jesus, you do have eternal life. It is the gift of God, and the gift of God knows no repentance. But before eternity comes, there will be a thousand years, a millennium age. This is what the Scriptures call the coming age. This age we are now in is the age of grace; but when this age comes to a close, there will be the age of the millennium that the Scriptures talk about. And during those thousand years, the kingdom of the heavens will appear publicly on this earth. Today, it is hidden. Even though the reality is here, it is hidden. But one day it will appear. You will find this in Revelation 11:15: “The kingdom of the world of our Lord and of His Christ is come, and he shall reign to the ages of ages.” And those who are faithful to Him will reign with Him for a thousand years.
The Christians of today have become so loose because the kingdom truth has been lost to the church. There is not that force within them to press on towards the goal. Why should we do that anyway? Why not have the best of two worlds? Today, we can enjoy the world, and tomorrow we will be in heaven. Why should we be so foolish as to pay such a cost? Why should we carry the cross?
It is for the testimony of Jesus. Unless we live in the kingdom of the heavens today, we shall have no part in the kingdom when it becomes public upon this earth. Even though eternally we are saved, if we are not willing to receive the discipline of the Lord today, which enables us to grow up, we cannot be made sons of the kingdom. One day, when Christ shall come, He will reign over the earth, and those who follow Him will reign with Him. This is very clear in the word of God. Unfortunately, among God’s people, the kingdom of the heavens is still mostly unknown.
 
THE KINGDOM PREACHED IN ALL THE WORLD
 
Then in Matthew 24:14 we discover this: “And these glad tidings of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole habitable earth, for a witness to all the nations, and then shall come the end.”
We are towards the end of this age, and our Lord is coming soon. But there is one thing needed—the kingdom of the heavens must be preached to all the nations, for a witness to the nations, and that is to be a testimony of Jesus. Hence, when that happens, the end will come.
We do believe that this is the time we should wake up. We should see that the kingdom of the heavens is part of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and it will prepare us for the coming of the Lord. We often sing gloriously in our meetings of the coming of Christ, but it will not come automatically. God’s timetable is according to His purpose. We may think, “Why is it that the Lord has not yet come?”
During the first century people were waiting for the coming of the Lord. Were they mistaken? No. During the great persecution, in the second and third centuries, people greeted each other with the word: “The Lord is coming!” But the Lord did not return, and now, twenty centuries have passed. We are in the twenty-first century, and the Lord still has not come; but we know His coming is very imminent.
Why has He not come? Surely, it is not because He does not want to come; but His bride is not ready. How can His bride be made ready? The gospel of the kingdom of the heavens is the preparation, and when it is preached to the whole habitable world as a witness to the nations, then the end will come. Thus, we are all responsible. We cannot just wait here passively. We have to be actively waiting in order to hasten His return (see II Peter 3:11-12). And those who hasten His return are those who have the kingdom life in them. So may the Lord help us.
 
Dear Lord, Thy word has made it clear. Thou art calling us to follow Thee, that we may have the life of the kingdom of the heavens, that we may be those who have the testimony of Jesus, that this would hasten Thy return. Make us those who are among the rank. We look to Thy mercy. We ask in Thy name. Amen.
 
 

ENDURANCE
 
II Timothy 4:7-8—I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love His appearing.
 
Revelation 1:9—I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.
 
Let us pray:
 
Dear Lord, we do want to thank Thee for bringing us to this last session. We recognize Thee as the beginning and the end. We thank Thee for beginning this conference, and now we trust that Thou wilt be the end of this conference. Lord, if Thou hast anything that Thou wants to say to us, any unfinished word, we look to Thee that Thou wilt speak . Thou knowest our heart. Thou knowest we do long to know Thee. We do long to be those who have the testimony of Jesus. We thank Thee for putting this desire in our hearts. Now, Lord, lead us into it, that we may truly be those who have the testimony of Jesus, to the praise of Thy glory. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 
In view of the Lord’s soon return, we believe that it is His will and desire to raise up a people who have the testimony of Jesus. And through the testimony of Jesus in His people the way of His return will be opened.
We have been considering together the ways of recovering the testimony of Jesus, because this is the eternal will of God. God wants His Son to be known as He knows Him. His salvation is so full. It is not His will just to deliver us out of hell and bring us into heaven. His calling is according to His glory and virtue. He wants those who believe in Him to know His Son in such a way that in their lives they will manifest Him and will be able to bring Him into this world.
 
PARTAKERS IN THE TRIBULATION, KINGDOM, AND PATIENCE
 
John was exiled to Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. The reason he had the word of God and the testimony of Jesus was because he was a partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience in Christ. In other words, if we have the testimony of Jesus, we have to be partakers in the tribulation and kingdom and patience in Christ. Or, to put it negatively, if we are not partakers of the tribulation and kingdom and patience in Jesus, then we do not have the testimony of Jesus because the testimony of Jesus is a reality. It is not a teaching or a doctrine; it is something that is real and living. Therefore, in order to have the testimony of Jesus, we must be partakers of the tribulation and kingdom and patience in Jesus.
Now the question that we should ask ourselves is this: Are we partakers of the tribulation in Jesus? Are we partakers of the kingdom in Jesus? Are we partakers of the patience in Jesus?
When we think of tribulation, it is something which is very negative; but when we think of kingdom, it is something that is most positive. And when we think of patience, it is something that we want to have. But strangely, we find in the word of God only one article before these three items. It does not say the tribulation, the kingdom, and the patience. It only says, “The tribulation, kingdom, and patience.” In other words, these three things are actually one. We cannot have tribulation without the kingdom or patience without tribulation and kingdom. These three things go together, and this is the way to the recovery of the testimony of Jesus.
 
IN JESUS
 
But there is another thing we notice in this Scripture. The apostle John said, “Tribulation and kingdom and patience in Jesus.” If we know just tribulation, we will look at it as something very negative, and we will want to avoid it because it troubles us. But if we can look at tribulation in Jesus, then there is a completely different concept.
We have seen that tribulation in Jesus is to restore the testimony of Jesus. Therefore, if we go through tribulation in Jesus, then the testimony of Jesus will be constituted into our life. Whether the tribulation comes from the enemy as temptation, or whether it comes from the Lord Himself as His testing, if we take it as in the Lord, we will discover more of Christ in us.
The same thing is true with kingdom. If we just hear the teaching of the kingdom, we may think that it is way beyond us. But if we can see kingdom in Jesus—that is to say, we come into the kingdom not because we can but because Christ is in us, then we come into the testimony of Jesus.
 
PATIENCE IN JESUS
 
Now we would like to look at this matter of patience in Jesus. When you read different translations, sometimes they use the word patience, and other versions use endurance. But actually, it is the same word and can be used interchangeably.
If we distinguish between these two English words—patience and endurance—we would say that patience applies to persons—we are patient with certain people. And endurance refers to things—surroundings, circumstances, events that happen, and we are able to endure it. This word simply means “to abide under” or “to carry through victoriously.” When a pressure comes upon us, maybe ten pounds, and we are able to bear over ten pounds, then we have endurance. When people test us to a certain point, and we are able to endure it victoriously, then we have patience. So we can see that this matter of patience or endurance is character.
We realize that some people are born with more patience than others and some with less. Some people seem to be able to endure a lot while others seem to be able to bear very little. However, no matter what you are born with naturally, when you come to spiritual things, it is a different story. In other words, our natural patience or endurance is very limited. It cannot endure spiritual pressure whether it comes from man or whether it comes from things.
The problem is that we often think we ourselves have patience, not knowing that with spiritual life, the enemy of God knows how limited we are. And not only does the enemy know how limited we are, the Lord also knows this. As a result, we are often tempted beyond our endurance. Oftentimes, God allows us to have a relationship with a person that is beyond our natural patience in order that we may really learn what patience or endurance is. Hence, the patience or endurance here does not refer to us naturally. It refers to the character of God. God suffers long, and God is patient.
 
JESUS OVERCAME ALL TEMPTATIONS
 
When the Lord was on earth, his natural brothers did not understand Him. Not only did his brothers not understand Him, even His disciples did not understand Him. But we see how patient our Lord Jesus was with His brothers in the flesh and with His disciples. He did not give them up quickly. He endured their misunderstanding, and He continued to work among them.
The Jews at that time did not understand Him, and they rejected Him because He did not fit with their concept of the Messiah. But these things did not change our Lord Jesus. He remains the same yesterday, today, and forever. We also find that when the Lord was tempted by Satan, He had endurance and patience to overcome all his temptations.
While Jesus was doing the will of God on earth, so far as His human nature was concerned, He had a body and soul just like we do. When He was incarnated, He became a real Man. He had His thoughts, His will, and His feelings. But the Lord Jesus never lived according to these human feelings. Instead, He lived on earth for the will of God. How He suffered for the will of God—not only from the hands of man but before His Father. He laid down Himself in order to obey His Father, and on the cross He cried out: “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” (see Matthew 26:47). Nevertheless, in spite of all these things, the Lord Jesus endured and was patient. This is the same thing He wants to do in us.
 
TRIBULATION IN THE WORLD
 
Tribulation comes to those who are the Lord’s. The Lord Jesus said, “In the world you have tribulation, but be of good cheer; because I have overcome the world” (see John 16:33). We do not belong to this world but we are still in the world; therefore, we are surrounded by the world that is not getting better but is getting worse and worse. Temptations and persecutions have become greater and greater. Lawlessness prevails over the world, and for us who live in this world these things will come upon us. How are we going to overcome them? It is a matter of endurance.
 
TRIBULATION BUILDS CHARACTER
 
Thank God, He uses tribulation to build character in us. He wants His character to be incorporated into our lives. Now how can this character of endurance or patience become our character? It comes through tribulation. He will allow the enemy of God to tempt us. James tells us that God never tempts people (see James 1:13). So temptation comes from the enemy to try and touch the flesh in us. Our flesh is his ally; and when our flesh is tempted and gives in to the temptation, then sin becomes a reality.
Do you think you have the strength to overcome all the temptations? When the world tempts you with the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, do you think you are able to overcome these temptations? The enemy knows us better than we do. He knows our limit, so he will try to go beyond our limit to ensnare us.
But why does God allow us to be tempted? Why is it that the Lord allows these tribulations to come upon us? It is because God wants to create within us this character of endurance or patience. So if we try to resist temptation by ourselves, sooner or later, we will fall into temptation because we cannot trust ourselves.
 
OVERCOMING TEMPTATION
 
How can we overcome temptation? The only way is by the Christ in us, who has overcome the world and has already proven to the world that He has overcome it. Christ in us is our life, and if we depend upon His life to meet temptations, then we will have the victory. But if we try to depend on ourselves, no matter how strong we are, we will fail.
We recall the time when our Lord Jesus said to His disciples: “Do you want to leave Me?” And Simon Peter said, “Lord, You have the words of life. We believe You. Where can we go?” Peter seemed to have such faith in the Lord Jesus. But when He began to reveal to His disciples that He was going to Jerusalem where He would be killed and on the third day He would be raised, He said, “You will all flee from Me.” And Simon Peter said, “No! Others may, but I will not. I will die with You” (see Mark 14:27-29).
In other words, we see that Peter had a great self-confidence in his own strength. And so far as he was concerned, he was sincere; but he did not know himself. Then our Lord said, “Before the cock crows two times, you will deny Me three times.” He said, “I will never do that; others may, but I will not” (see Mark 14:30-31). But sure enough, the Lord allowed the enemy to tempt him. The Lord said, “Satan has demanded to have you, to sift you as wheat.” But without the permission of God, Satan could not do that. Why did the Lord allow this temptation to come upon Peter? Hear what the Lord said: “Even though Satan wants to sift you, I have prayed for you that your faith would not fail; and when you are restored, strengthen your brethren” (see Luke 22:31-33).
We will soon find out that if we depend on ourselves, we will not be able to overcome temptation. And oftentimes the Lord allows us to be tempted beyond where we are in order to learn the lesson that we cannot depend upon ourselves. We have to look to the Lord and allow His character to be built into us.
Simon Peter really thought He loved the Lord when he said, “Other people may fail, but I will never fail You.” But he did fail, and the Lord allowed him to fail. But thank God, the Lord had already prayed for him, and then He restored Peter.
Then in John 21, we find the Lord asking Peter this question before the other disciples: “Do you love me?” Peter realized that his love was not dependable; therefore, he could only say to the Lord, “Lord, You know I am attached to You.” And the Lord asked him the same thing a second time: “Do you love Me more than these?” And Peter could not respond in that way for he had learned his lesson. So he said, “Lord, you know I am attached to you.” And the Lord asked him the third time: “Peter, are you attached to me?” And Peter was grieved and said: “Lord, You know I am attached to You.” He did not dare boast of himself anymore; but it was at that time that Peter realized that he really did love the Lord.
We will find that in our environment, God will allow the enemy to tempt us beyond our ability in order that we may learn a lesson. Actually, the Lord has already put enough of Himself in us to overcome the temptation. But unfortunately, we do not rely upon the Lord in us and continue to rely upon ourselves. But thank God, He will use this to teach us the lessons of patience and endurance. In the same way, we find that God tests us. He never tempts us, but He does test us. Temptation is the enemy trying to draw out the lust of the flesh within us, but testing is to bring out His life in us. He tests us that we may not only know ourselves but we may also know Him.
So tribulation can come from two different sources. It can come from the enemy and it can also come from the Lord. From the enemy, it is temptation, and from the Lord, it is testing. He disciplines us so that we will become sons and daughters.
 
A KINGDOM LIFE
 
The same thing is true when we come to this matter of the kingdom. When we hear about the kingdom truth, how can we be violent to ourselves? Everybody loves himself or herself. However, God will take us through testing. When His will is revealed to us, we will begin to struggle before the Lord. Deep within us we know that we have to obey the will of God, but in our soul, in our self, we cannot endure it. We will go through a struggle within, and these struggles will help us to know the patience or the endurance of Christ. So far as the kingdom is concerned, we should not think that we have the strength to do that. But thank God, He lives in us. It is a kingdom life, and by that life, we are able to enter into the kingdom of the heavens.
How can we have patience or endurance? Once a lady missionary asked our brother, Watchman Nee: “I am very impatient; will you please pray for me that God will give me patience?” So our brother prayed for her, but when he prayed, he said, “Lord, give our sister more crosses.” And the sister said, “I want you to pray for me that I might have patience! I have enough crosses. Don’t pray that the Lord will give me more.” The reason our brother prayed that way is because the cross constitutes patience within us. If we have more crosses to bear, they will cross out our flesh and add Christ Jesus, as it were, in us.
So these three things are together. Through tribulation and kingdom, we learn patience. And when patience, as a character, is built up in us, then we will find the testimony of Jesus is a reality in us.
 
FAITH-LOVE-HOPE
 
In our Christian life, there are three things that are most important—love, faith, and hope. When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, the church was in the early stage, and they had all three of these elements. They had the work of faith, the labor of love, and the enduring constancy of hope. But when we come to Revelation 2, we find that the church in Ephesus had works, labor and they seemed to have endurance; but it was no longer the work of faith, the labor of love, and the endurance of hope. They had lost the inner spring. All they had were those outward things. They had lots of works, many labors, and they seemed to be able to endure quite a lot of things from outside, but it was not because they had hope in the Lord Jesus. They had lost the first love.
 
Love Grows Cold
Matthew 24:12-13 says, “Because lawlessness shall prevail, the love of the most shall grow cold; but he that has endured to the end, he shall be saved.”
Here we find the connection between love and endurance. The world is getting worse, and lawlessness prevails. And when lawlessness prevails, even if we want to preserve that love, it is very, very difficult. The love of the many has grown cold. Now, how can we continue to love? We need endurance. If we are able to endure, then we are able to love to the end. Love suffers long; love is patient. Thus, we really need that character of patience, and with that character, we are able to love to the very end.
 
Our Faith is Challenged
The same thing is true with faith. Our Lord Jesus used a parable about a widow (see Luke 18). She tried to plead with the judge against her adversary, but that judge was an unjust judge. He did not fear God nor was he mindful of man. But this widow had faith, and she continued to plead her cause. Finally, the judge did the thing for her that she had asked for.
Then the Lord Jesus said, “When the Lord shall come, will He find faith upon this earth?” (see Luke 18:8). We know that even our faith will be tempted and challenged. If this is true, how can we maintain our faith to the very end? We need endurance.
 
Hope against Hope
nd the same thing is true with hope. We find in Romans 4 that Abraham hoped against hope—that is endurance. So these three elements of Christian life are connected with endurance or patience.
 
PATIENCE OF JOB
 
In James 5:11 we read this: “Behold, we call them blessed who have endured. Ye have heard of the endurance of Job, and seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is full of tender compassion and pitiful.”
Job was tempted by the enemy. Even though he was a perfect and righteous man and he feared God, yet Satan tempted him. The Lord allowed Satan to do that because He knew two things about Job. He knew that there was still something in Job that was open to temptation. So when Satan asked to tempt Job, the Lord allowed it. On the other hand, the Lord knew that He had done enough in Job that when he was tempted, he would come out pure. As we read the book of Job, we see how Satan tempted Job, not only destroying all his property, but even all his children died; and he also attacked his body. But God gave him a limit: “You can touch his body but you cannot put him to death.” And we know from the book of Job, how he struggled through this temptation. Neither he nor his friends understood. They came to comfort him; but instead, they added more suffering to him. And because he did not understand, he said some things he should not have.
But once in a while, the light shone within him. For instance, in Job 13:15, he said, “Even though He slay me, I will still trust in Him.” God was bringing out something that He had already done in his life. In Job 19:25 he said, “I know my redeemer lives. Even though I do not see Him, I know he lives, and one day I will stand before Him.” So God allowed the temptation to come upon him, testing him to the uttermost in order that He could bless him doubly. That is sonship. And oftentimes we will find the same thing happening to us.
We do need to remember that in the world we will have tribulation. If we love the Lord, if we follow the Lord, if we are faithful to the Lord, we will have tribulation. But be of good cheer because our Lord has already overcome the world. The life that He has given us is a victorious life. The Lord uses all kinds of circumstances to draw us out of ourselves and into Himself.
 
KEPT FROM THE HOUR OF TRIAL
 
Then in Revelation 3:10 we read this: “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”
The word of God is the word of His patience, and the church in Philadelphia kept the word of His patience. They were willing to go through sufferings, trusting in the Lord. And because they have kept the word of His patience, the Lord promised them that He would keep them out of the hour of trial which is about to come upon the whole habitable world. What does it refer to? If we understand it rightly, I believe it is the great tribulation. One day, the great tribulation will come upon this world, but the Lord promised those who have kept the word of His patience, when that hour comes, He will keep them out of that hour. In other words, before the tribulation comes upon this world, the Lord will take them to Himself. That is the rapture that we find in Revelation 12: “The man-child is raptured to the throne, and Satan is cast down to the earth from the clouds.” And when Satan is on earth, it will be the great tribulation; but the air is cleared for the Lord to come from the throne to the air.
 
THE LORD NEVER GIVES US UP
 
If we learn the patience of the Lord, there is a precious promise that is found in II Peter 3:15, “The patience or longsuffering of the Lord is our salvation.” We are saved because of the longsuffering of our Lord. How often we fail! How often we trust in ourselves! But the Lord is patient with us and never gives us up. “Those whom He has called, He has justified; and those whom He has justified, He has glorified” (see Romans 8:30). This Scripture assures us that the Lord will never give us up. Once He has called us, He will perfect us. We may fail many, many times, but He will not fail, and His longsuffering is our salvation.
So do not try to depend upon yourself. The apostle Paul said, “I know whom I have believed, and I know that He will preserve all that I have entrusted to Him until that day” (see II Timothy 1:12). Our security is in Christ, so let us not depend upon ourselves.
We have heard about kingdom, and we have heard about the testimony of Jesus. Now, do you think you are able to keep the testimony of Jesus? Do you think that you are able to enter into the kingdom gloriously? If we trust in ourselves, we will fail. But thank God, we need not be discouraged because of the longsuffering of the Lord. He will continue to work in our lives until His full purpose is realized. This is what we find in the word of God.
 
Let us pray,
 
Dear Lord, we do confess that we are totally undependable. But Thou art the One who is faithful. Thou art the One who is the same yesterday, today, and forever. We thank Thee for Thy longsuffering, that Thou will never give us up but will accomplish all that Thou has purposed for us. May Thou be glorified in us. We commit one another into Thy loving care, trusting that Thou will save us to the uttermost, to the praise of Thy glory. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
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