The Cross and the World
by LANCE LAMBERT
 

LOVE NOT THE WORLD
 
Galatians 6:14—But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
 
Ephesians 2:1-5—And you did he make alive, when ye were dead through your trespasses and sins, wherein ye once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the powers of the air, of the spirit that now worketh in the sons of disobedience; among whom we also all once lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest:—but God, being rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace have ye been saved).
 
I John 2:15-17—Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes, and the vainglory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.
 
Colossians 1:19:23—For it was the good pleasure of the Father that in him [Christ] should all the fullness dwell; and through him to reconcile all things unto himself, having made peace through the blood of his cross; through him, I say, whether things upon the earth, or things in the heaven. And you, being in time past alienated and enemies in your mind in your evil works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and without blemish and unreprovable before him: if so be that ye continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel which ye heard, which was preached in all creation under heaven: whereof I Paul was made a minister.
 
Can we just have a further word of prayer:
Beloved Lord, we are glad that we are found here in Your presence, and we want very simply, as we come to the ministry of Your word, to confess that without You we can do nothing. Beloved Lord, we need that anointing which alone You can give. And You have not left us without provision for such a time as this. Through the finished work of our Lord Jesus, You have at great cost, provided us with an anointing and made that anointing a glorious reality in the Person of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, beloved Lord, by faith we stand into that anointing grace and power for both the speaking of Your word, the translating of it, and the hearing of it. Pierce our hearts, Lord. Somehow meet us. Challenge us. Don’t let us be the same. Lord, we are living in incredibly dangerous days. Everything is happening so fast and rapidly deteriorating. We need You, Lord. Speak to our hearts we pray. And we ask it in the name of our Lord Jesus, the Messiah. Amen.
 
The theme of this conference continues really from last year: “The Way to the Eternal Purpose of God—the Cross.” There is no alternative to the cross. The only way a human being can be saved is through the work of our Lord Jesus on the cross. And the only way this world can be redeemed, that is the physical world, is through the cross of our Lord Jesus. There is no other way for any child of God to be changed into the likeness of the Lord Jesus. It is simplicity itself. Because it is so simple, we all overlook it. We get into such theological complexity, when Christ crucified is the only way that God has ordained.
 
WHAT IS THE WORLD?
My responsibility in these few days is the cross and the world. I personally find this a very difficult subject because of the complexity of the way the word world is used in English. For instance, that verse in Galatians 6: “But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus the Messiah, through which the world has been crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”
The Greek word used here is cosmos. There are two words that are translated into English by the same English word world. One is cosmos. This is the whole material universe—everything within it, all the beauty that is in it—the total material universe and all the human beings that inhabit it.
Then there is the other word eon. In English we speak of the “eons of time.” This word is sometimes translated age, ages, or periods. It has the feeling of something continuous. And in the Ephesian letter of the apostle Paul, chapter 2:2, you have both words used. This is how he writes: “Wherein ye once walked according to the course of this world.” The word translated course in English is age, eon—“…according to the age of this world.” And quite rightly they have translated it in my version, which I consider a good version, the 1901 American Standard, “according to the course of this world, the duration of this world.” Something has happened. Both these words have acquired, on the whole, an unfavorable meaning in the Bible.
Consider for instance, Galatians 1:4: “Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil world [age], according to the will of our God and Father.”
Then, as we have already said in Ephesians 2:2-3: “Wherein ye once walked according to the course of this world [cosmos].” Then he goes on to describe this world: “According to the prince of the powers of the air, of the spirit that now worketh in the sons of disobedience; among whom we also all once lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath.”
The same idea is in the first letter of the apostle John in chapter 2:15: “Love not the world  neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” The word here is cosmos. “Love not the world and the things that are within the world.” What does John mean? Think of what God Himself said in John 3:16a, “For God so loved the world [cosmos].” Something has happened to this world. That is what I mean when I said these two Greek words, on the whole, have acquired a very unfavorable, almost dark meaning in the word of God. Of course John was always black and white. There were never any shades between the two. But he explains himself, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vainglory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away” (I John 2:16- 17a).
Then again, look at the book of James. James was another very stark person, and this is how he puts it in James 4:4, speaking to Christians: “Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God.”
These are tough words, exceedingly surreal. “You adulteresses, you have broken your marriage covenant with God. You have given yourself to another spirit, a worldly spirit, the spirit that is in this world.” Then he uses the word enmity. I like better the New American Standard Bible translation hostility. It is the same idea, an enemy of God. Rather strong, isn’t it?
 
WHAT HAPPENED TO THIS WORLD?
What then has happened to this world that God created? This is the word that the Lord said as it is recorded in Genesis 1:31: “And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good.” What has happened? Apparently, when the world was first created, it was pure; it was the work of God. What then has happened? Well, we have the fall of Satan and a third of the angels, and the fall of man. This fall, beginning with Satan and the angels, and moving into Adam and Eve, into the human being, substantially and essentially changed and altered this world. Something entered into the world that was altogether other than God. You remember how the apostle Paul said, “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against hosts of wicked spirits in the heavenly places” (see Ephesians 6:12).
When God created man, he was the apex of the natural creation. I think of it as a triangle. At the very bottom are all the creatures that Darwin called primeval, but still created by God. Then you have the fish, the reptiles, the bugs, and all the other things as you come up. Then you have the birds, the animals, and the mammals, the nearest in one sense to the human being. And then you have man. That was a triangle. But the other triangle came down from heaven—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The idea was that the Spirit of God would dwell in that human being, and that the whole world would be governed and supervised by man.
This is not so crazy as it may seem. After all, how did Noah get all those animals into the ark? Have you ever thought about it? I have three dogs and three cats and it is enough to get them into the house. How did he get them in unless he was able to communicate? The fear of man was not in the animal creation until the flood.
When man fell, it was as if the hub of the wheel was torn out, as if the very heart of the practical energizing of the universe was destroyed. Man, instead of being a God-centered, God-conscious, and God-dependent being, became a self-centered, self-conscious being, a self-dependent being. And from that point, you have human history as we know it. Everywhere it is man—I, I, I; my aggrandizement, my glory, and my fulfillment; everything to do with man. He builds empires for  his glory. It is humanism, the last great antichrist philosophy of this world—six, six, six—fallen man, fallen man, and everything in it, fallen man. God intends to sum up everything in Christ. In order to take man, Satan wants to sum up everything in man, fallen man, man in union with spirits and demons. This is no fairy tale. When man fell, the world acquired a new character. It was substantially and essentially altered. Of course, I must tell you that this world is still very beautiful, but it has been essentially and substantially altered. It is indwelt by Satan.
Some of you may say that I am going a little too far. Really? Why do you think Satan is called the prince of this world? (see John 12:31.) Why do you think that all these things we read about happened to the world? Why did it change?
Genesis 3:17-19 says, “And unto Adam He [God is speaking] said, Because thou hast harkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hath eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in toil shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”
Something happened when man fell—thorns and thistles. Sometimes, people come to me and say, “Were mosquitoes and flies a result of the fall? Were cockroaches, especially those huge ones, a result of the fall? Where did they all come from?” Of course, if you were to say, “Take them out,” the whole cycle of nature would be altered. But something happened when man fell. In John’s, first letter, chapter 5:19b he says, “The whole world [cosmos] lieth in the evil one.” We can still see such beauty in this world. When the beauty of this world first makes its impact upon us, we worship God. We also know that though man himself has fallen, still he was made in the image of God. Still there is an imprint deep within the human being. Even when he is depraved, even when he is perverted, even when he is fallen, still there is the imprint. It is amazing!
This demonic change is most clearly seen in man. Romans 12:2 says, “And be not fashioned according to this world.” This is not cosmos; this is eon. Be not fashioned, be not molded, be not formed by this age. But we all are; we are in the mold. And even when we become Christians, so many find it impossible to get out of the mold. The apostle is speaking to believers, not the unsaved. He says, “Be not fashioned according to this world.” Get out of the mold. Don’t let this age form you, your outlook, your mindset.
“And be not fashioned according to this age, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” That means another mindset. “Have this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” Follow it; it is another mindset.
 
THE GREAT DESTROYER OF THE CHURCH
Do you know what the biggest problem in the Christian life is? The mold of this world, the fashion of this world. It stunts the Christian life, paralyzes it, and spoils it. It finally corrupts it and in the end destroys it. Then you have become a monument, a gravestone. Once you were saved, once you walked with the Lord, but somehow or other, you lost it all. You do not hear the Lord anymore. You do not see the Lord anymore. You are not alive to the Lord anymore.
It is the same with the church. The greatest destroyer of the church is the mindset of this world. Oh, how many times I have heard it in the gatherings of the church: “We must use common sense.” What do they mean by common sense? They mean the mindset of the world. I will tell you what common sense is. If God is God, therefore, there is nothing impossible. And if the Lord Jesus has been given to us as Head of the church, genuine common sense means we hear what the Head is saying. Otherwise, this other mindset destroys the church. We become affluent, complacent, in a word, Laodicean. We have the Lord’s Table, we have Bible studies, we have prayer meetings, and we have evangelistic outreach. We have the whole regime, but the Lord Jesus is outside knocking, and nobody knows it. These are the most plaintive, moving word of Jesus: “If any man hear My voice and open the door, I will come in and sup with him and he with Me.”
I am sure if we had members of the church of Laodicea here and asked them, “Do you believe you are overcomers?” they would say, “Yes, we know the Lord. We are saved. We have wonderful Bible teachings, the best of the bunch, marvelous. Really, we are a pretty alive church, you know. I think we are overcomers.” And they do not even know that the Lord Jesus is outside, neither the deacons, nor the elders nobody.
The Lord Jesus never said, “If a whole number of you will open the door.” He came down to one person: “If any man.” The mindset of this world, the mold of this world is the paralysis of the church. It is why every movement of the Spirit of God since Pentecost has died within generations. Not one has remained alive in its original condition. They all died. Why? It is the mindset of the world that has taken over. It is being fashioned according to this world. Brothers and sisters, I believe this is a very serious matter.
Look at the work of the Lord. Why does it become routine? The fire has gone. The apostle Paul said to Timothy, “Stir into flame the gift that is in you.” Why had it died? Why does it become powerless? It is the same problem. It is the world, and it is the most seductive way Satan can use to destroy the work of God.
Of course, it is absolutely true that there are all kinds of worldly things, and we can separate ourselves from them, such as smoking. “I do not smoke. I am a believer.” I was in a church once where they never went to a film, never went to theatres, never listened to an orchestra, never smoked. (Most of them did not know what tobacco smoke smelled like.) They never drank alcohol. Even at the Lord’s Table there was that dreadful sacramental wine that so many believers use now, having changed the Lord’s word to us. It is so sad. I always wonder how the church in Corinth got drunk on that sacramental wine, but that’s another matter. But these people that I was among really believed they were separated from the world, but the real world was very much alive—jealousy, back biting, unforgiving spirit, bitterness, faction, division, ambition. All those things were right in it. You can separate from outward things of the world, and I am not saying that you should not, because if the Lord speaks to you, you must obey Him. If He says, “Give up your sport,” you must give it up or you will not grow because that sport can be an idol. It is the world, and so I could go on.
“The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” The word life here is not the word that is used of eternal life, or spiritual life; it is bios from which we get the word biology or biological. This kind of life—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride, the vain glory, the boastful pride of life, as one of the versions puts it, the natural life is the world.
 
REDEMPTION FOR MAN AND THE WORLD
My subject is the cross and the world. Do you know (I sometimes think many Christians are ignorant of it) that when Jesus died, He laid the ground for the redemption of this world, that is the natural world, the physical world? Not only did He die for human beings, but He died even for the natural creation, to redeem them from the curse, to redeem them from the emptiness and futility of their existence. Actually, we have no idea what God originally intended with the natural creation, but what I say is biblical. We have to be careful, but it is biblical. I am not asking you to go and hug trees. I am just saying that the redeeming work of the Lord Jesus extends not only to the human beings, but to the whole natural creation.
Colossians 1:19-20 says, “For it was the good pleasure of the Father that in him [Christ, Messiah] should all the fulness dwell; and through him to reconcile all things unto himself, having made peace through the blood of his cross; through him, I say, whether things upon the earth, or things in the heavens.”
Romans 8:18-22 says, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed to us-ward. For the earnest expectation of the creation [the natural creation] waiteth for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to vanity [to futility], not of its own will, but by reason of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.”
So it does. For those who have ears to hear, this whole natural creation groans and travails. It fell not of its own will but because of man. And it waits for the fruit of the cross when the redeemed will come to that place, and then the whole natural creation will burst into life, into glory.
We often forget something in Revelation 4 and 5, where the little Lamb is in the throne, as if just slaughtered, and that great cry goes out: “Worthy art Thou for Thou has redeemed us with Your blood from every tongue and kindred and nation.” Then it goes on and then all the angels—myriads and myriads of angels praise Him. Then in chapter 5:13-14a it says, “And every created thing which is in the heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and on the sea, and all things that are in them, heard I saying, Unto him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb (there is the cross) be the blessing, and the honor, and the glory, and the dominion, for ever and ever. And the four living creatures (the four living ones) said, “Amen.”
 
A NEW CREATION
I do not know how many of you have ever thought about the cherubim. You find them in Ezekiel, wheels within wheels. They go any way—up, down, sideways, backwards, forwards. If you look outward it is man; on one side it is ox; look the other side it is lion; look inside it is eagle. They are the same living creatures that are around the throne in Revelation 4 and 5. They are not angels. Seraphim are angels; cherubim are not angels. What are they? I always remember Mr. Sparks saying that he thought and thought and puzzled and puzzled over these cherubim. And he said the one thing they are not is those little chubby babies that you see with little wings. But he said, and I think he followed G.H. Pember in this, “It is the whole creation—the animal creation, the bird creation, the domestic animals, the wild animals, and man as well—redeemed by the grace of God. So here is something wonderful, “a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwells righteousness.” The demonic principle of sin has gone, and in its place is righteousness. It is wonderful!
Man has been gloriously saved by the work of Christ crucified. The cross is the way to glory. Isn’t it wonderful in Ephesians, when it speaks about walking according to the course of this world, according to the power of the air, the spirit that now dwells in the sons of disobedience, and there was no hope for us. But God, being rich in mercy made us alive together with Christ. How did He make us alive? Through the work of the cross. He took one old man and crucified him. He took an old creation and crucified it. It is a new creation, a new man, a new man in the Messiah. (If you read on in Ephesians 2 you will come to it.) It is so wonderful; it is the work of the cross; the cross and the redemption. Now, this new man is Christ-centered, Christ-conscious, and Christ-dependent.
Galatians 6:14 says, “But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus the Messiah, through which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” This is the only way that you can give the Lord Jesus the preeminence in your life and in your service, the only way that He can be the living, functional, practical Head of the church, the only way you can serve God. It is the only way the mindset of the world can be broken, the mold of this age broken, our minds renewed and thus transformed to prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
Let me finish by asking a question. If you are a leader, if you are responsible for other lives, is the world crucified to you and you to the world? Dear child of God, you young person, is the world crucified to you and you to the world? You are playing with the wrong kind of fire if you are playing with the world. It will corrupt you, seduce you, and destroy you. Listen.
 
Shall we pray:
Beloved Lord, touch our hearts. Don’t let us be the same people, sermon tasting. Deliver us from academic knowledge. Lord, face us. Don’t let us escape. We want in these days to go on into all Your purpose. We want to see Your eternal purpose fulfilled. And we want to pray, Lord, let us be involved in the fulfillment. If it means we must lose our self-life, as it does, may Your Holy Spirit energize us to let go of that self-life. Hear us, Lord. We ask it in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 

WHAT IS WORLDLINESS?
 
Galatians 6:14—But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
 
John 12:31—Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.
 
I John 5:19—We know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in the evil one.
 
Ephesians 6:10-13—Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this darkness, against hosts of wicked spirits in the heavens. Wherefore, take up the full armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
 
I John 2:15-17—Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vainglory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
 
Just a further word of prayer:
Dear beloved Lord, we are so thankful that we are here found in Your presence. And Lord, we just want to recognize now before You, that without You, we can do nothing of eternal worth. We can speak many words, outline truths, it can even be sound doctrine, but unless that anointing of Yours is upon us in full measure, it will all amount to nothing. Lord, You have provided us with such an anointing, both for the speaking of Your word, the translating of Your word, and the hearing of Your word. Into that anointing grace and power we now stand in simple faith. Let a double portion of that anointing be upon us all, and may we thus meet with You, Lord, and something happen in our lives that is eternal. We ask it in the name of our Messiah, the Lord Jesus. Amen.
 
I want to ask a question and by the grace of God answer it. What is worldliness? The greatest disease among believers is worldliness. It paralyzes and infects spiritual health. It causes those who could grow up to be strong in the Lord, to be weak; more than weak; they sometimes become tools of the adversary of God. What is worldliness? Paul says that the world through Christ crucified has been crucified to me, and I to the world. What is worldliness? What is a worldly Christian? Worldliness is the love of this world; not  just love for the sinner, but love for the world. A worldly child of God is basically in love with this world. John put it so simply: “Love not the world, neither the things that are within it. He that loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”
James says in his own severe way, “Ye adulteresses, know you not that friendship with the world is hostility to God?” Worldliness is to be in a state of hostility with God. He says, “Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world is an enemy of God.” This is a severe truth and it comes to us in an uncomfortable way. But it is absolute truth. You cannot be in love with this world and in love with the Lord Jesus. The love of the Father cannot be in us if we love the world and the things that are within it. It is a question of our commitment to the Lord. The basic, essential spirit of the world is put very simply, as always, by John: “The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of physical life.” That is the basic, essential spirit of this world.
When God first created this world and everything within it, it was good. But with the fall of Satan, with the fall of a third of the angels, and with the fall of man, something entered into this world so that now Satan is called the prince of this world. And this title is nowhere contested in the word of God. The ruler of this world, the prince of this world, is Satan himself. John puts it again in his own simple, clear, black and white manner: “We know that we are of God and the whole world lies in the evil one.” What then is this Trojan horse that is within the believer? What is it in the believer that hinders him from being joined to the Lord, wedded to the Lord, and causes him or her to be wedded to this world?
Very often we think there is nothing wrong in the world. I am saved and converted. I have been born of God. Surely I can handle the world. We are not talking about handling the world; we are talking about being wedded to the world. That is why James says, “You adulteresses, you who have been called to be married to the Lord Jesus, are giving yourself to another.” It is a serious matter. It involves demons. It involves evil spirits. It involves world rulers of this darkness. It involves principalities and powers that are spiritual. This is no fairy tale; it is absolute truth. That is why so many works, so-called of God, are paralyzed. It is why so much of the church is paralyzed, a community like any other human community. It is not the body of the Lord Jesus. It is not wedded to a heaven at the right hand of God. It is not manifesting all the power and glory of the Lord Jesus, but instead it is so often a nest for evil, for hypocrisy, for division, for faction, for jealousy, for ambition. It all goes back to worldliness.
We often think of worldliness as the outward things, such as alcohol, smoking, the way you dress, television, newspapers, novels, and I could go on and on. Those things are symptoms, but it is not essential worldliness.
 
THE CHARACTER OF THE WORLD
Romans 1:29-32 says, “Being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malignity; whisperers, back-biters, hateful to God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, unmerciful: who, knowing the ordinance of God, that they that practise such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but also consent with them that practise them.”
This is the divine description of this world. This is the essential character of this world, nor should we be surprised. It bears and expresses the character of Satan and those angels that fell with him. It is the basic character of this world. Look at the history of this world. It is full of these things on the grandest scale and the most minute scale, from  great empires and ideologies that have bound millions of human beings, to the family, to the individual human being who lives like this. But someone will say, “Brother, why are you talking to us? We are believers. You are describing an unsaved world. You are not describing believers.”
 
THE WORLD IN THE CHURCH
Colossians 3:5-10 says, speaking of the cross and the world, “Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth: fornication [immorality], uncleanness [pornography], passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry; for which  things’ sake cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience: wherein ye also once walked, when ye lived in these things; but now do ye also put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking out of your mouth: lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put off the old man with his doings, and have put on the new man, that is being renewed unto knowledge after the image of him that created him.”
The apostle was speaking to born again believers, to a living, born again church. And he describes all these things that many of us would say have nothing whatsoever to do with a child of God, nor with the church of God, nor with the work of the gospel. But I am old enough to have seen it all. So much Christian life is a façade for the world. There it is behind the façade—jealousy, back-biting, faction, unrivaled ambition, all these things.
James 3:13-16 says, “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by his good life his works in meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter jealousy and faction in your heart, glory not and lie not against the truth. This wisdom is not a wisdom that cometh down from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.” (He is speaking of believers.) “For where jealousy and faction are, there is confusion and every vile deed.”
This is spoken to believers. This is spoken to a real church. It is spoken to those who are workers of God’s gospel. It is something that you and I need to face.
What is worldliness? Worldliness, essentially, is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of physical life. Where there is no dealing with that, it will not be long before these things begin to be found in our lives and amongst us. You cannot play with fire and not be burnt. It is so simple. Sometimes when you are young, you think you will only be young once. So you kick over the rails and enjoy yourself because you are only young once. But there is a terrible enemy and that enemy will bind you; he will lead you along a path so gently, you do not even know it is the power of darkness. But  the end is bondage, paralysis, hypocrisy, Christian façade, and behind it, the world.
If reading a newspaper is worldly, I am very worldly. I once went to a group not very far from here to speak at a little retreat they had, and they did not even know that Robert Kennedy had been assassinated in Los Angeles. They did not listen to the radio; they had no television. They were separated from the world, but the world was in them. I am not making any appeal to you to become big newspaper readers; I would rather you read the Bible; study the Bible. I am not asking you to be watchers of television; better be watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem. No, we are not asking for that, but these things are only symptoms of worldliness. Real worldliness is the problem.
When I was first saved, I was in a fellowship that was very separated from the world. You had to be dressed nicely. Boys could not wear shirts opened to the waist. The girls could not wear little skirts that were only about a foot from the waist. We all had to dress in a special way. We were not allowed to go to the movies. We were not allowed to go to the theatre. We were not permitted to listen to orchestral music. We were not allowed to go to sports, such as football games, although for some strange reason, they thought tennis was spiritual. There was no alcohol, no smoking, and no make-up. When a lady came in with lipstick on, all the heads would turn to look at her. The pastor actually called them post boxes because in Britain the post boxes are painted red. That was the kind of group my sister and I landed in. They were wonderful people, loved the Lord, sang the hymns from their heart, but you have no idea of the worldliness that was there. This was a Baptist Church and they had church meetings. In those church meetings people called each other names and they lost their tempers with each other. I have never forgotten it. The bottom of my Christian life fell out by watching those older people. Here I was, separated from the world and watching the world at work.
What is worldliness? It is the essential spirit of this world. And the seriousness of worldliness in a believer is that he or she makes themselves available to evil spirits and demons. You cannot play with fire and not be burnt.
 
THE CROSS DEALS WITH THE WORLD
What did the apostle mean when he said, “Put to death, therefore your members which are upon the earth”? Surely he meant that the world has to be dealt with through the cross. In the Greek, you can say through whom. “Far be it from me to glory, save in the Lord Jesus, the Messiah, through whom the world is crucified to me and I to the world.”
What am I to do? You can try to crucify yourself, but you will have a very, very bad time. I tried to do it for some years. Think! How do you crucify yourself? You have a hammer and you have a nail, and first of all, start with the feet. You bend down, and you bang the nail through your feet. Then you take a nail and hammer it into one hand, but what about the other one? You cannot crucify yourself. Try! Then it becomes religion. It becomes heaviness. It becomes darkness. There is no life in it. There is no resurrection life resulting. It is just religion, Christian religion.
 
IN CHRIST
The apostle Paul says in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ. Nevertheless, I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. And the life which I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
You will notice it is all to do with life—spiritual life, eternal life, resurrection life. Everyone puts the accent on being crucified with Christ, but listen: “I have been crucified with Christ; nevertheless, I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” We are under new management; it is as simple as that; under new management. “I have been crucified with Christ; nevertheless, I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. And the life which I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
What a gospel! It is life—abundant life, overflowing life, resurrection life, the power of life, and it all stems from “I have been crucified with Christ.” Do you sometimes think to yourself, “I must be crucified”? You will never be crucified—not that way. That will end with religion, the affliction of the flesh, will-worship; it is not the way.
Let me illustrate it this way. It is the best way I’ve ever heard it illustrated. Here is a Bible and here is a marker. This Bible is Christ and the marker is you. Now God knew that you would be saved and in His foreknowledge He took you and put you in Christ. You cannot see the marker when it is in the Bible. You can only see the Bible. God sees you in Christ; He put you in Christ. If I put the Bible on a table, where is the marker? The marker is in the Bible, so the marker is on the table. Now, if I take the Bible and put it on the piano, where is the marker? In the Bible. You cannot see it, but it is in the Bible. The history of the Bible is the history of the marker. The Bible was on the table; the marker was on the table. The Bible was on the piano; the marker was on the piano.
God put you in Christ. When Christ was crucified, you were crucified. It is an historic fact. It does not matter what you feel. When Christ died, you died. He not only died for you, He died as you. You cannot put to death your members on the earth unless you first know that He died and when He died, you died. You cannot deal with worldliness by just trying to come at it head on. You can only deal with it through Christ. That is why the word of God says, “By the Spirit, put to death the deeds of the body.” It is impossible to know the death of Christ apart from the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who enlightens your mind, who reveals the truth, who illuminates you so that you suddenly see when Christ died, you died. Now you can reckon on it. It is not make believe.
I used to know a dear, dear brother and he always used to pinch himself. Then he would feel it and say, “Ahhh, I have been crucified with Christ.” But knowing the way he lived I became very suspicious. It seemed to me it was mind over matter—Christian Science. If you have a headache, you say, “I do not have a headache, I do not have a headache, I do not have a headache, I definitely do not have a headache.” Psychologically it works, but it is not the faith which is the gift of God. Faith, which is the gift of God, means you reckon on eternal facts. Now you can reckon yourself dead indeed to sin when you see that when Christ died, you died.
 
GIVING UP ALL RIGHT TO SELF
Here is another wonderful Scripture in Mark’s gospel 8:34a: “If any man follow me, let him deny himself and take up his cross, and follow me.” Mark this carefully: “follow—follow. If any man follow me, let him follow.” What comes in between? “If  any man follow me, let him deny himself.” That is the core of worldliness. Let me put it another way: let him give up all right to himself. The whole problem is rights. “I have rights.” Actually you mean that your self-life has rights.
We are living in a world of rights. There are women’s rights, the unborn’s rights, trees’ rights, animal rights, fishes’ rights; everything has rights, except men. Nobody ever talks about men’s rights. It is all women’s rights, hugging trees, all about the ecology— rights, rights, rights, rights. Rights are the deepest instinct in us. “I will not have anybody step on me. I will not allow myself to be limited, curtailed, overlooked. My self-life has rights. I have ambition, and I have a right to come up the ladder.” “If any man follow Me…” Here is the most basic step. Let him give up all right to himself and take up his cross.
Now these pictures we all see in Ecclesiastical structures of Jesus bearing a cross are really quite wrong, because the upright of the cross was always in place at the place of execution. Sometimes it was the trunk of a tree, sometimes a living tree, sometimes a dead tree, but the upright was there. The disciples and the multitudes that Jesus called together to hear this had all seen this a thousand times. Soldiers, clearing a way and shouting, “Out of the way; out of the way!” And behind them came a prisoner with a card hanging around his neck with the sentence of death and the reason for his sentence. Carrying the cross beam, he was on his way to the execution ground.
First, you must understand that when Christ died, you died. You cannot crucify yourself, but you can give up all right to yourself. That is the most basic step that you can take. And only the Holy Spirit can enable you to take that step because the deepest instinct in man is self-preservation. You can give up all right to yourself and take up your cross beam. Now you understand what the apostle Paul meant when he said, “We have the sentence of death within ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead” (see II Corinthians 1:9).
 
GOD ARRANGES THE CIRCUMSTANCES
You are on the way to the execution but you cannot crucify yourself. Well then, how are you crucified? You are crucified in Christ, but in practical terms, how does it happen? You do not have to worry yourself; God takes care of the execution. Your nearest and dearest will do it. Your husband will do the job. Your wife will do the job. Your parents will do the job. Your children will do the job. Your employer will do the job. Your employees will certainly do the job. And if none of those do it, the church will do it. You cannot get away. Give up all right to yourself, take up your cross beam, accept the sentence of death, and God will arrange the circumstances and situations.
People sometimes say, “Why did this happen to me? Why is so and so so difficult?”— instead of saying, “Praise the Lord; this is an opportunity to die.” I mean it. It is not just a joke; it is an opportunity to die. I have heard people say sometimes, “Lord, help me to be crucified. Help me to fall into the ground and die.” But then, when the Lord arranges the circumstances, they are really upset.
Worldliness! You may think, young person, that it is no big deal to get involved with the world, but in your innocence, you have no idea the spiritual powers that are hovering around you to bind you, and to destroy you. This worldliness will destroy you. It will destroy the church and it will destroy our service for God. We can begin in the spirit and end in the flesh. What was once alive to God—hearing the Lord, seeing the Lord, following the Lord—is now lifeless, a monument. It all goes back to this simple matter. In II Corinthians, chapter 4:10 Paul says this: “Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal body.” This is the only antidote to worldliness.
Where do you stand in this matter? Have you deliberately given up all right to yourself? Are you taking up your cross beam? You cannot follow Him in any other way. I can only say that I am so thankful that in the early days of my Christian life, I came to this decision. It cost me very much because in the church I was in the pastor had made all the arrangements for me to go to Bible College (thank God I never went), a very well known one, and he had it all planned out. But because I had given up all right to myself, I had another Master. I asked that Master what I should do, and He said, “Do not go this path, and I will take care of you.” And I can testify that He has. I can never say the Lord is in my debt, that He is indebted to me: “I gave up everything for Him and now He must do a lot for me.” I gave up all this path, the ladder to go up and up and up. The pastor actually said, “In the end you will be a Keswick speaker.” I was young, only a kid of 18 or 19 years old. I let it all go and the Lord has been to me so much that I am continuously in His debt.
Dear child of God, there is nothing in this world like following the Lord Jesus, but you cannot follow Him if He is not Lord. You cannot follow Him if you do not give up all right to yourself. And you cannot follow Him if you are not prepared to die daily. May the Lord touch our hearts. There is so much of the world in us all, me included, in all of us. And we have to remember this word: “To put to death our members that are on the earth.” But the fulness that comes, the resurrection life that comes, the joy that comes, the laughter that fills our mouths, the sense of purpose—who is going to talk about dying? It is the pathway to the fulfillment of the eternal purpose of God.
 
Let’s pray:
Beloved Lord, We are such poor material. We have to confess it. We love the world. We love the things that are in it. We get so involved, Lord; not only on the outward level but often in its basic, essential spirit. Forgive us, cleanse us, and bring us to the place where we will be able to say with the apostle Paul, “Far be it from me to glory, save in the Lord Jesus, the Messiah, through whom the world was crucified to me, and I to the world.” We ask it all in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 

A LIVING SACRIFICE
 
Galatians 6:14—But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
 
Romans 12:1-8—I beseech you, therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritually intelligent worship and service. And be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
For I say, through the grace that was given me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but so to think as to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to each man a measure of faith. For even as we have many members in one body, and all the members have not the same office: so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and severally members one of another. And having gifts differing according to the grace that was given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of our faith; or ministry, let us give ourselves to our ministry; or he that teacheth, to his teaching; or he that exhorteth, to his exhorting: he that giveth, let him do it with liberality; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness.
 
Colossians 1:12-15—Giving thanks unto the Father, who made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; who delivered us out of the power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love; in whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins: who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
 
Just a further word of prayer:
Beloved Lord, You are present amongst us. We are gathering to You, and we want, Lord, just to recognize that without You we can do nothing of eternal worth. You have provided us with an anointing, and we dare not ignore it. Lord, by faith, we stand into that anointing grace and power for the speaking of Your word, for the translating of Your word, and for the hearing of Your word. Touch our hearts, Lord. Challenge us, Lord. Don’t let us escape from this matter. Corner us by Your Holy Spirit and follow us until You get us. Hear us, Lord, and we shall be careful to give You all the thanksgiving of our hearts. We ask this in the name of our Messiah, the Lord Jesus. Amen.
 
The theme of these days has been: “The Way to the Eternal Purpose of God—the Cross.” My responsibility has been the Cross and the World and we have covered certain facts, certain truths. We’ve talked about the world. John, the apostle, said, “Love not the world neither the things that are within it.” And I have sought to explain that there are two different Greek words, translated in English, by the same word, world. One is cosmos, the whole universe and everything that is within it—all the beauty that is in it and all the inhabitants. That is one word. The other word is eon. It speaks of an age, the course and duration of time. Both these words, on the whole, have an unfavorable meaning in the word of God. We have spoken about this world that God created, of which He said, “It is good.” But with the fall of Satan and a third of the angels, followed by the fall of man, something entered into this world that was never there before—the poison of the snake. It has infected the whole of this world and the ages of time. For this reason, Satan is called the prince of this world. And in the temptation of the Messiah, when Satan came to Him and said, “Bow down to me and worship me and I will give you all the nations and their glory,” Jesus never said to Him, “You lie.” All He said was “You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.” John, the Apostle, puts it very simply in 1 John 5:19. “We,” we believers, “know that we are of God and the whole world,” cosmos, “lies in the evil one.” This is the same word we have in Galatians 6:14: “Far be it from me to glory, save in our Lord Jesus the Messiah, through whom the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.”
Next we asked the question: “What is worldliness?” Many people think worldliness is things you dress in, things you look at, things you do, but worldliness in its heart is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the vain glory of life, physical life. We could speak endlessly about the world. It extends over everything from commerce, to money, to property, to pride, to jealousy, to ambition; it goes on and on and on.
There is no answer at all to worldliness except the cross. It is God’s one and only way of dealing with it. It is through Christ crucified that worldliness is dealt with. How can Christ live in you and you be worldly? How can Christ crucified dwell in the believer and that believer be in love with this world? John puts it so simply. “He that loveth the world the love of the Father is not in him.” That means all our talk about loving the Lord is a sham. James even more severely says, “You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility to God? He that would be a friend of the world is an enemy of God.” This is very black and white. There is no mixture, no in between.
The Roman letter is the greatest exposition of the gospel in the sixty-six books of the Bible. As the apostle Paul begins to sum up everything in chapter 12, he says, “I beseech you therefore brethren…” in light of all these eleven chapters. “I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice.” That is the cross. That is the cross in action. That is the practical outcome of being crucified with Christ—a living sacrifice. He could have said, “I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that you study the gospel.” This could have been a very academic exercise. He could have said, “I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that you be devoted in your service.” Instead, he said, “I beseech you, therefore brethren, by the mercies of God to present your bodies a living sacrifice.” I beseech you, therefore brothers, by the mercies of God to present your bodies a burnt offering—not just consecrated, but to go up in smoke. Burnt! A burnt offering! Nothing else is acceptable to God.
Do you want to be set apart? Do you want to be holy? You must be a living sacrifice. Do you want to be well pleasing to God, acceptable to God? You must be a living sacrifice. There is no alternative. This is the interim goal of the gospel. The ultimate goal of the gospel is the bride. But if you have been saved, if you have been washed in the blood of the Lamb, if you have been justified in the sight of God through the finished work of the Messiah, then you must present your bodies a living sacrifice. There is no other way.
Sometimes, we hear it said in Christian circles that we should consecrate our talents, that we should dedicate our natural gifts. “Have you a gift of the gab? (That is an Irish saying.) Dedicate it to the Lord and you will be a preacher. Have you got the gift for music? Dedicate it to the Lord and you will be a worship leader. Have you got the gift of organizing? Consecrate it to the Lord and He will use it to develop order out of the mess in the church.” But what the Lord demands is a living sacrifice. That means your body, your personality, your talents, your gifts, your energy, your whole being, everything you are is to be a living sacrifice.
 
SPIRITUALLY INTELLIGENT WORSHIP
It is interesting to note this little word: “which is your spiritually intelligent worship and service.” Some translations say “your rational or reasonable service,” but that does not convey the real spiritual meaning. Sometimes, worship has very much emotion in it. That is not wrong. It is strange if you were to worship the Lord like a machine. Of course there is emotion. Rightly, there should be emotion. And of course, there is emotion in service. Often, we give ourselves to the Lord in a moment of real emotion. In a meeting like this, we are stirred not only in our spirit, but in our emotion and in our will. What then does this extraordinary phrase mean?
“I beseech you, therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritually intelligent worship and service.” It is not just your reason, not just emotion. This is spiritual intelligence. Let me put it another way. It means that in a cold-blooded and deliberate way, you have decided to present your body a living sacrifice. That is real worship; not the emotion of a moment or something reasoned out in a moment. It is a deliberate, determined act of worship, your spiritually intelligent worship and service.
There is no alternative to being a living sacrifice, and Satan knows it. He knows it so well that he will fight to keep any believer from being a living sacrifice. He will entice you, he will seduce you, he will get you into bondage, like a spider’s web. He will weave it all around you until you cannot move. It is like an octopus with eight arms; once you have gotten rid of one, you still have the other seven. This is Satan’s strategy. He knows that when believers become a living sacrifice, nothing is impossible. They will go on to prove what is the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God. If you are not a living sacrifice, you will never know that. He knows that the mold of this world, the straitjacket of this world, the fashion of this world, will never be broken apart from being a living sacrifice. You can study the Bible, you can sing the hymns, you can attend the meetings, but that straitjacket of the world, the world’s mold you are in, is still there. It is a mindset.
 
THE FASHION OF THE WORLD
“And be not fashioned [molded] according to this age, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” When your mind is renewed, you are transformed, you are out of the bondage, the octopus is dead, the web has gone. You are ready to fly into the heavens. It is a living sacrifice. Only when you become a living sacrifice is the mindset of this age and of this world broken. Then you can be free to have the mind of Christ. Then you can become a bondslave. Then you can humble yourself, so that He can exalt you. It all goes back to being a living sacrifice.
What is the curse of the church? It is the fashion of this world and the mindset of this world. We make the church just like any other human organization. It has its membership role; it has its members; it has its election procedures; it has its organization, just like any other human club, and it destroys the church. In that early church, before the Holy Spirit came, there were one hundred and twenty units of a congregation. After the Holy Spirit came, there were one hundred and twenty members of the body of Christ. They were joined to their Head at the right hand of God, and when He was manifested by the Holy Spirit, the whole Jewish world was turned upside down. And in the end, the Greek and the Roman world were turned upside down and inside out. It did not have the organization that we have today, but the simple union with the Head by the Spirit of God meant that it was invincible. Such is the wonder of being a living sacrifice.
The world’s mold is broken and the world’s mindset is broken to be transformed. If only every member of the body of Christ was being transformed! Can you imagine the effect upon the world? But it is not only proving what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, being a living sacrifice leads to an expression of the one body in Christ. Notice that it is not one body of Christ; it is one body in Christ, and individually, members one of another. When we are not a living sacrifice, we may have the Bible in our heads, we may have a lot of zeal, we may have a lot of other things, but we always remain individuals, preserving our individual entity.
How well I remember when I first saw what the church is, that it is Christ, and it blew my mind away. That moment I ceased to be a Baptist and became a member of the body of Christ. In that moment, every child of God belonged to me and I belonged to them. But when I went back into the church I was in, I suddenly realized that I was like a fish out of water; we were all individuals. No one seemed to feel that they belonged to you. People I had known for years, I did not know anything about them. The body of Christ is an amazing thing. You cannot set it up; it has to be born of God. And you have to have a nucleus of believers who are all living sacrifices. When you have that nucleus, the church begins to be expressed. It is not just a doctrine in our head; that is deadness and it leads to pride: “We are the church; you are not. We understand these things, you do not. We are superior, you are inferior. We are elite, you are common.” But when you are a living sacrifice, you will serve every child of God in this universe. You will not be a partaker of their sins, but you will love them and serve them, because inwardly, you belong to them and they belong to you. And you cannot overcome this.
 
NATURAL GIFTS
“Having gifts differing” (Romans 12:6). There are natural gifts. A person may have the gift of the gab; they preach and you are bored stiff. They have the natural talent, but nothing touches your spirit. Here is a person who can play; you hear their playing and you think, “Good,” or “not so good,” but you are left with them. Another person plays and it is a ministry of Christ. What is the difference? Why can one person speak and it is a ministry of Christ, and another person speaks and it is just words? Sometimes they are brilliant words but only words. One person sings and it is a good voice; another person sings and you are in the presence of the Lord. One person organizes and they organize the Holy Spirit out of the church. It has happened again and again in the history of the church. Another person organizes and it is the Lord. What is the key? The key is to be a living sacrifice. Then it is not self-expression, self-aggrandizement, self-fulfillment; it is a ministry of Christ.
I think it is amazing that the apostle Paul concludes with this. Of course he is like so many of us writers and preachers; he goes on for another four chapters. But here was the beginning of the conclusion: “I beseech you, therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your spiritually intelligent worship and service.” Present your bodies. Have you ever presented your body? Are you ready to be a living sacrifice?
 
THE FACT AND CHALLENGE OF THE CROSS
The other matter that is much on my heart is the fact of the cross and the challenge. Let me go back again to Galatians 6:14: “Far be it from me to glory, save in the Lord Jesus, the Messiah, through whom the world has been crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” It is an historic fact. When Christ was crucified, I was crucified; you were crucified whether you knew it or not. Secondly, our old man is crucified; “the man of old” is a good way to put it, isn’t it? The man of old is crucified; it is an historic fact. The world is crucified with Christ. That is why there will be a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwells righteousness. That is why there will be a universe out of which the whole poison of the snake has been drawn. There will be no more curse, no more dying, no more mourning, no more death—all passed away. It is a fact, and we cannot deal with worldliness in our being in any other way.
 
Do not be Entangled Again
What is the challenge of this to us? First of all, Colossians 1:13: “Who delivered us out of the power or domain of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of His Son.” Here is the first challenge. Do not be entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Do not let Satan seduce you. It may seem so good to begin with, so innocuous, but you will come into a terrible bondage. It can be in business, in your work life and professional life, in your family, in your individual life, in church life. It can be as those who are serving the Lord, which should be all of us. Do not be entangled again.
God delivered you and delivered me out of the authority of darkness at tremendous cost. Satan and his hosts had authority over you and over me. We were blind, helpless, and bound. Then, through the finished work of the Lord Jesus, when He was made my sin and your sin, when He bore the punishment of our sin in His own body, when it pleased the Lord to crush Him, you were miraculously delivered out of the authority of darkness. You could not do it. No church could do it. No religious organization could do it. Only God could do it. But it is more than that.
He not only delivered you, freed you, broke the fetters, and delivered you from the authority of darkness, but He transferred you into the kingdom of His dear Son. Here is the first challenge. Are you bound? Are you playing with darkness? Are you compromising with this world, whether in business, in the making of money, in your family, in your relationships, in your self as a person, in the church, in the service of God? You cannot play with darkness and have it not enter you. You cannot play with fire and not be burnt. You cannot ride on the tiger and not be eaten. You have been made free by Christ; do not be entangled again in a yoke of bondage. Why is it a yoke of bondage? Because when the yoke is on, you can steer the animal.
 
Submit to His Lordship
Here is the second challenge. If you have been transferred into the kingdom of God’s Beloved Son, you have a King; you have a Lord. The challenge is this: submit to His Lordship. Luke 6:46 says, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” Good question. “Why do you call me Lord, and you do not do what I say?” I will tell you why; you are not a living sacrifice. You cannot get out of that mold; it is still there.
Many, many times I have used the words of the mother of Jesus to those who have just come to the Lord, words she spoke at the wedding in Cana. She said to the servants, “Whatsoever He says, do it.” This is the simple key to the Christian life. This is the simple key to following the Lord. “Whatsoever He says, do it.” If He says to you, “Give up this friendship;” give it up. The Lord may give it back to you at some point, but if He says it, do it. If there is some worldliness and He says, “Give it up,” give it up.”
I remember a sister who came one day to the morning meeting. This dear girl, who was a waitress and could only come in the morning, had no Christian background whatsoever. As she watched the bread being broken and the cup being poured at the Lord’s Table, she saw the Lord. The person doing it disappeared, and she saw the Lord. She was saved. She hardly knew what salvation was, but she got saved. She came to see me, and I said to her, “The key to your Christian life is whatsoever the Lord says, do it. Do you have any problem with that?”
“No, no, no. I will do it.” Then she turned to go out from the study and suddenly she turned around and said, “There is one thing; I am not taking this lipstick off.”
And I said, “Who spoke about lipstick? Was there anything in the Lord’s Table about lipstick?” “No, no, no,” she said, “no one said anything. But I noticed that all those sisters did not have any
powder or rouge on their face, and no lipstick on their lips. I do not want to be a dying swan. I am very pale. I have blonde hair and pale skin.”
“Look,” I said, “why are you caught on this matter? Nobody has talked about it. Nobody told you that you must take it all off. You are saved. You are a child of God. You can have it.” I could see she did not believe me, so I said, “Listen; you make a promise to me. You promise that you will never take off your make up unless the Lord speaks to you.”
“Alright,” she said. “that is a deal.” And out she went.
For about six to nine months she wore the make up. Then one day, I noticed there was no make up. So I went straight over and said, “What about the deal we made?”
“What do you mean?” she said.
I said, “We made a deal about make up. You promised you would never take it off unless the Lord spoke to you. Are you trying to be one with all the others?”
“No,” she said, “the Lord spoke to me.” Then, I said, “You have done the right thing.”
So it is with sports or with a thousand and one other things. If the Lord speaks to you, obey Him. “Trust and obey for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” I can tell you that sometimes the Lord gives you back things. He takes them away, and He gives them back.
When I was a little boy of three or four years of age, I loved scissors. My desire in life was to get hold of a pair of scissors. My mother thought I would be a tailor because so many Jews are tailors. I loved shears, big scissors, all of them, and my mother spent a lot of time running around saying, “Give me those scissors.” And I would say, “Never!” I hugged them to myself, and in the end, mother had to pull them away from me. Then I would have a tantrum, and I thought to myself, my mother is a witch. She takes away the things I like. I understand now that I have grown up why she had to take those scissors away. They would have damaged me. When the Lord tells you to give something up, it is because He loves you, not because He wants to give you a bad time. He says, “Give that to me. You do not realize it will damage you.” But some things He will give back. Here is the challenge: Obey the King. You have been transferred into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son; obey Him.
 
A Steward—Not an Owner
Here is the third thing: Learn that you are a steward, not an owner. That means you are not your own; you are bought with a price. Therefore, glorify God in your body.
First Corinthians 6:19-20 says, “Or know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from God? and ye are not your own; for ye were bought with a price: glorify God therefore in your body.”
First Peter 4:10: “According as each man hath received a gift, ministering it among yourselves, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”
Acts 4:32: “And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and soul: and not one of them said that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.”
When you are a living sacrifice, you are no longer an owner; you are a steward. There is a vast difference between an owner and a steward. When you are an owner, you are the authority. When you are a steward, you are under authority. You should be the steward of everything you own, not the owner of it. When you are not a living sacrifice, this kind of talk is very hard to hear. “You mean my home? I should share it?” Yes, at times. “You mean my car? I should share it? Oh no, not here in America.” I notice everywhere cars with one person in them. You even have HOV lanes for the cars with two or more people, and there are not so many in these lanes, I notice. I thank God for those HOV lanes because I am always in a car with two or three others. Everything you own is not what you own, not when you belong to the Lord. You are a steward of it and you will have to give an account of your stewardship.
I came to the Lord through an extraordinary man. His name was C. T. Studd, an amazing missionary. He went with the Cambridge Seven to China first, and when he went to have his medical, the doctor said, “You cannot go; you are a museum of diseases.” But C.T. Studd said, “Someone with greater authority than you, Doctor, has told me to go, and I am going with a museum of diseases.”
C. T. Studd was a famous cricketer, one of the really great cricketers of history. When he came to the Lord, he had a fortune. Today, it would be millions and millions of dollars. In one week, he gave it all away, every penny of it. He had to trust for his fare to China. Why did he give it away? Because the Lord told him to, and out of that obedience, thousands upon thousands throughout the world have come to know the Lord Jesus, and I am one of them. C.T. Studd was a strange old man, full of weaknesses and faults, but he was for me the illustration of a thorn bush with the fire of God in it. In him, you met the Lord. In him, you heard the Lord. Why did the Lord tell him to give up all his fortune? Could he not have used it? But in the wisdom of God, the Lord knew that if he held onto his fortune, it would have destroyed him. He could never have been what God wanted him to be if he held onto that fortune.
I knew another person, a titled lady. She was twenty years of age when she married. She had a title from her own father, and she married a military man who also had a title. Three years after they were married, he died in the Spanish flu epidemic. (It is what everybody today is afraid of with bird flu. It is the same type of thing.) There she was, a child of God, without her husband who was only a few years older than her, with an enormous fortune. And she said to me, “I nearly went out of my mind, and in the end, I shut myself away. I was going to give that whole fortune away.” But the problem was she did not know which organization or mission to give it to. Suddenly, the Lord said to her, “What are you doing?”
“I want to know, Lord, who You want me to give this money to.”
And the Lord said, “Who told you that you had to give up that fortune?” But she said, “Lord, I thought that is what it meant.”
And the Lord said to her, “You are not the owner of that fortune; you are the steward. You will do what I say with it.” The amazing thing about that dear Lady Ogle was that she, through prayer, found a brilliant man to supervise that fortune, and over the years, she quadrupled, quintupled that fortune and gave away millions. Literally. It is very interesting to me—two very different cases: one had to give everything away; the other had to use it, but still a steward. The British and Foreign Bible Society was more or less kept alive by Lady Ogle’s giving, and so was the Scripture Gift Mission, these great missions to do with the word of God. Are you an owner of what you possess or are you a steward?
 
Priorities
Then there is yet another challenge: get your priorities right. Matthew 6:33 says, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” What are all these things? They are clothing, food, and a thousand and one other things. These are the things He says in the previous verse that the Gentiles bother about all the time. I will put it this way: these are the things that the world bothers about and thinks about. What shall we eat? How shall we eat? What shall we be dressed with? How shall we dress? The Lord said, “Get your priorities right. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and I will take care of all the other things.”
I have never found the Lord to be mean. I have never found Him to be stingy in all my life. The Lord is so generous; He loves to give once you have your priorities right. But when your priorities are wrong, you will find everything very difficult. Get your priorities right.
Here is the second shortest verse in the Bible: “Remember Lot’s wife.” It comes in an amazing chapter about the second coming of the Lord Jesus. And in the midst of this chapter, suddenly like a bullet comes this verse: “Remember Lot’s wife.” Why remember Lot’s wife? She was turned into a pillar of salt. What has that got to do with the coming of the Lord? She never got her priorities right. She had a wonderful home in the midst of an unbelievably evil community. She and her husband were famous for their hospitality. Somewhere along the line, the Holy Spirit must have wrestled with Lot’s wife to get her priorities clear. But somehow or other she did not rise to it. When the judgment of God fell upon Sodom and Gomorrah, the angels had to carry her out, and then on the way up she kept looking back, and she was turned into a pillar of salt. The church is filled with such pillars of salt, people who have never gotten their priorities clear. They are looking back, looking for the things of the past. Then you become a monument, a gravestone: here lies the body of Lance Lambert, born so and so, died so and so. There are many of Lot’s wives in the church. Here is the challenge: Get your priorities right.
 
Understand the Will of the Lord
Here is a fifth challenge. Understand the will of the Lord. Ephesians 5:15-17 says, “Look therefore carefully how ye walk, not as unwise, but as wise; redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”
The days are evil, increasingly evil, and they will become more and more evil until the anti-Christ appears. Therefore we should not walk unwisely, but wisely, redeeming the time, buying up the opportunity. We should not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is—a living sacrifice that ye may prove what is the good, acceptable, well-pleasing and perfect will of God. When you are not a living sacrifice, you are always fearful of the will of God. When you are not under the Lordship of Jesus, when you are an owner and not a steward, when your priorities are wrong, you are always fearful of the will of God. It is as if the Lord is going to damage you; He is going to rob you of joy and life and peace, as though if you do the will of the Lord, you have to be miserable. It is so stupid. Do you know your heavenly Father is a father? He does not want to put you into situations that make you miserable, simply for the sake of misery. He loves you, and when He reveals His will, you will always discover in the end, it is good, acceptable, and perfect.
I am old now and waiting for a new body. But I know many very unhappy Christians and they are without exception believers who do their own will. And I know many Christians filled with joy, filled with life, and even filled with laughter, and they are all believers who have done the will of God.
I John 2:15: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes and the vainglory of life is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.”
What a wonderful promise! He that does the will of God abides, remains forever. What the Lord does in him is eternal. What the Lord does through him is eternal. Why? He does the will of God. It is as simple at that.
 
God’s Co-workers
That leads me to yet another challenge: the contribution you and I make to the people of God. What do I mean? Look at I Corinthians 3:9, 11-15: “For we are God’s fellow workers: ye are God’s husbandry, God’s building… For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. But if any man buildeth on the foundation gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, stubble, each man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it is revealed in fire; and the fire itself shall prove each man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work shall abide which he built thereon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as through fire.”
We are God’s co-workers. You can either be a co-worker of God or a worker for God. There are two kinds of work—work for the Lord and the work of the Lord. When you are not a living sacrifice, it is work for the Lord. We are a worker for God. You know the kind of thing: “I have a ministry, I have a work; this is my service, get behind me, Lord. Stand behind me, support me, provide for me, bless me. It is my work and I want You to use it.” That is probably putting it a little harshly. When you are a co-worker with God, it is the Lord who calls the shots. You are under government; you do not do what He does not command. It is His work and therefore He provides. When God calls, He always provides in every way. He will provide money on the most mundane level. He will provide anointing on the highest level. When God is the worker, when it is His work, when you are a co-worker together with God, under His command, and it is His work, anything can happen.
There are two kinds of material: gold, silver, precious stones, and wood, hay, stubble. Everything is tried by fire. What is going to come through? Not wood, hay and stubble. I remember a number  of times going to Imelda Marcos’ Coconut Palace in Manila. It was the government’s special visitor’s guesthouse. I was amazed by it. Everything in it was made out of coconut palm—the wood on the floors, the wood of the banisters, the carpets, the curtains, the lamps, not only the actual lamp, but the lampshade. I could never believe that you could use coconut for so many things. It amazed me. I walked around in a daze the first time; I could not believe it. I kept on saying, “This cannot be coconut.” But it was coconut—very beautiful, but very flammable.
Many a worker in God’s work is building a beautiful building that is flammable. It is ingenious art, brilliant craftsmanship, but wood, hay, and stubble. If what is in you is wood, hay, and stubble, what else can you minister? To use gold, silver, and precious stones in the building, it has to be in you. Wood, hay, and stubble is worldly. Gold, silver, and precious stone is heavenly; that is, as far as heaven is concerned.
These are the challenges. Only a worker who is a living sacrifice can build on the foundation of the Lord Jesus with gold, silver, and precious stone, that which is eternal, that which in the end will be found. The gold and the precious stone will be in the bride and the silver is the means of coming there. What a challenge! What a challenge! We have so little time left to us.
When I was young, which is quite a few years ago, my birthdays seemed to me to be a millennium from each other. I used to bother my mother again and again, “When is my next birthday?”
“You have just had one.”
“Well, I cannot wait for it.” I could not believe that whoever was up there could make it so long until the next birthday. Now my birthdays just fly by. I cannot keep abreast of them. I have to ask the boys, “What age am I now?” It goes so fast. I sometimes wonder if the world is getting faster or is it just me. But the nearer we get to the coming of the Lord, the faster everything will go. You have very little time. Do not listen to the powers of darkness when they whisper to you, “You are young; enjoy yourself. Enjoy the world; it is there for you. It will not do you any harm; you are young. When you are a little older, you can become more separate from the world.”
Then you get married and have children, and the enemy comes, “Don’t settle these things. You are too busy with your family. You have got too much to do. Bother with your relationships, your family life.”
When you get to middle age, you begin to spread out, and the enemy comes and says, “Take it easy. You are middle-aged. That is for young people, all that fire and fervor. It is the young  people’s job and business. You are middle-aged; take a little rest. Don’t be so one hundred percent. It is not necessary. You are middle-aged. Wait until you retire, then you will have time. Then, you can sit down. Then, you can sort things out.”
Then you get old and you lose your hair, your teeth, and your eyes. And the enemy comes and says, “Don’t think the Lord wants you; you are ready to totter into the grave. You cannot do anything. You have left it too long. You should have settled it when you were young.” How clever is the power of darkness. If, today, you hear the Lord’s voice, do not harden your heart. This world will destroy you. May God challenge us.
 
Shall we pray:
Beloved Lord, we ask You, do not let us escape. We prayed this at the beginning. Do not let us escape. Corner us, Lord. Have mercy upon us. Save us from the lies of Satan, from his seductive power. Lord, help us to deliberately, coldly, in one sense, present our bodies a living sacrifice. And Lord, we know You will do the rest. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
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