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2 Thessalonians 1:
1 Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus to the assembly of Thessalonians in God our Father and [the] Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We ought to thank God always for you, brethren, even as it is meet, because your faith increases exceedingly, and the love of each one of you all towards one another abounds;
4 so that we ourselves make our boast in you in the assemblies of God for your endurance and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations, which ye are sustaining;
5 a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, to the end that ye should be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for the sake of which ye also suffer;
6 if at least [it is a] righteous thing with God to render tribulation to those that trouble you,
7 and to you that are troubled repose with us, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven, with [the] angels of his power,
8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who know not God, and those who do not obey the glad tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ;
9 who shall pay the penalty [of] everlasting destruction from [the] presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his might,
10 when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.
11 To which end we also pray always for you, that our God may count you worthy of the calling, and fulfill all [the] good pleasure of [his] goodness and [the] work of faith with power,
12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus [Christ] may be glorified in you and *ye* in him, according to the grace of our God, and of [the] Lord Jesus Christ.
 
 
Let us have a further word of prayer.
Dear Lord as we gathered together unto Thy name, we know that Thou art in our midst. We deeply feel that we are standing on holy ground. We want to remove our shoes, and bow before Thee. Lord, what do Thou want to say to us? We are here, listening. We pray that Thou open our inner eyes, open our inner ears, and open our understanding that we may understand what Thou want to say to us. Not only to understand but also to respond. We want Thee to have Thy way with us this morning. Do not allow this time to pass without Thy working in us. Thou knowest us that we are hungry and thirsty and Thou hast promised us that Thou will fill us. We commit this time into Thy hand. Trusting Thee to do Thy work and may all glory be to Thee. We ask in the name of our precious Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.
 
In this chapter of 2 Thessalonians verse 10, we find there is a clause in parenthesis. And that is ‘our testimony to you has been believed’. Here we find this term ‘our testimony’. Now we know this time when we gathered together before the Lord, our theme is ‘The testimony of God, the testimony of Jesus Christ and our testimony’. The responsibility of our dear brother Christian is ‘the testimony of God’; the responsibility of our dear brother Hosea is ‘the testimony of Jesus Christ’. And it falls on me the responsibility to fellowship with dear brothers and sisters ‘our testimony’.
 
The Same Testimony
Now here you find this term ‘our testimony’. ‘Our’ is in plural number and of course it refers to Paul, Timotheus and Silas. Here you find there were three persons and yet they shared the same testimony because the testimony here is in singular number. So you find that ‘our testimony’ is a collective theme. Three of them bear the same testimony. It is in no wise that Paul had his testimony, and Silas had his own and Timothy had another one. We find that all of them shared the same testimony. And of course, in principle it refers to all of us. Even though we are many here and we are all different in a sense and yet we all have the same testimony. We are here bearing the same testimony. So it is very important for us to know what our testimony really is. You know this clause is in parenthesis. Now in the bible whenever you find something in parenthesis, it does not mean that it is something unimportant. On the contrary, it means that it is something that should draw our attention. Why is it put into parenthesis? The reason is because what is in the parenthesis is to explain what goes before it and what goes after it. It is put there to be an interpretation of what goes before it and what goes after it. So it is very, very important.
Now we know in Acts 17, the apostle Paul and his companions went from Philippi to Thessalonica after they were almost driven out from Philippi. When they arrived in Thessalonica, Paul, in his usual coustom would go into the synagogue on Sabbath day. There he would reason with the people according to the scriptures. He announced to them that according to the scripture, Christ had to suffer. But after that He would be raised from the dead and this Christ is none other than the Messiah. And he reasoned with them for three successive Sabbaths. A number of people believed in the Lord, especially those Greeks who worshipped in the synagogue. Many of them, including some noble women turned to the Lord. Now because of what had happened, the Jews there became jealous and they gathered a mob. They tried to accuse Paul and his companions that they were there to announce something that was not allowed in the Roman Empire and that was they announced there was another king.
When the Jews could not find Paul and his companions, they took their host, Jason and some others and brought them to the officials. Of course the officials got the security from Jason and let them go. So immediately the brothers in Thessalonica sent Paul away to the sea coast in Athens. And of course Paul requested that Silas and Timothy to go and join him. So after they were in Athens, they went on to Corinth.
But there you find Paul really thought of the newly born brothers and sisters in Thessalonica. So he wrote a letter to them. And that is 1 Thessalonians. But even though this was a new church and it was born in tribulations, yet we find their spiritual condition was very good. Paul was afraid they probably could not stand the persecution because they were new, and yet he found out that they really had endured. They had the labor of love; they loved one another; they loved all the brethren and they had the work of faith and they had the hope of endurance. Now it proved that the testimony that Paul and his companions bore was effective. It had produced good fruit and so Paul was very glad about it. So he encouraged them to go on. And very soon he wrote another letter and that is the 2 Thessalonians. He found out that their love really abounded. And their faith really increased and they continued to endure all afflictions and became an example to all others. And there you find Paul explaining that their conditions proved that ‘our testimony had been received’. So this was where this phrase ‘our testimony’ comes from. Their testimony to them was well received.
 
Testimony depicts the Truth
Now what is testimony? Testimony is truth. Testimony is fact. Testimony is reality. That is the very nature of testimony. Testimony itself is not something imagined, is not something that you speculate. Testimony is something that is very, very real. It is something that has happened; it is a fact accomplished. It has nothing to do with imagination. It is not a hallucination. It is something solid. It is true, it is real, it is certain. Now that is what a testimony is. That is the testimony itself but adding to it, testimony is something that you experience, something you have seen, something you have heard. It is a testimony when something happens and you are there and you are an eye witness. So testimony has its objective side. And our objective side is that the testimony itself must be real and factual. Then there is the subjective side of the testimony. And the subjective side is that the person who bears witness to it has to have personal firsthand experience.
Now for a testimony to be effective, it itself must not only be something real, but the one who bears witness to it has to have experience of it. And because he has experienced of what he has testified, his testimony has become a part of his being. And because he has seen and heard it, it transformed him. In a sense, it absorbed him into the testimony. He is no longer just a spectator, or just an observer, but by observing it, he gets involved in it. So this is what testimony really is. Now if something that is not real, something that is supposed to be, something that you imagine, that is not a testimony. Even if something is real, but if you are not a firsthand observer, nor are you not a witness to it, that testimony still has no effect. Now if this testimony is a glorious testimony, you become part of the testimony. You and the testimony become one. This is what testimony really is.
 
Our Testimony is Not to Bear Witness of Ourselves
Now what is our testimony? Our testimony is not something that we bear witness of ourselves. And you find in the Gospel of John 5:31 and 8:13, that ‘if a person bears witness of himself, his witness or testimony is not true’. Now anyone who tries to bear witness of himself, telling people how good he is, how perfect he is, his testimony is not true. Why? It is because we do not know our heart. Our heart is wicked above all things. Who knows it? Only God tries our heart. And that is the reason why when we bear witness of ourselves, our testimony is not accepted. So here you find our testimony does not mean we bear witness of ourselves; telling people how good we are. You remember in Luke chapter 18, there was a Pharisee. Now he went into the temple and there he stood straight and he lifted up his head and began to pray. And how did he pray? He said, ‘God, I thank you because I am not like the rest of the people who are greedy and sinful’. And he looked around and he saw a publican standing way back. And he looked at him and he might report to God and said, ‘I am not like that publican, because I fast twice a week, and I give tithes in all things I receive’. Here you find the Pharisee testifying before God of himself. And his testimony was not effective because he went home without being justified. Brothers and sisters, our testimony will not be accepted if we are trying to bear testimony of ourselves.
 
Even the Good That We May Have in Us is Not A Testimony
The apostle Paul was very sure of himself before he met the Lord on the road to Damascus. He boasted of his past when he talked about it because he really had a good credential. He boasted of his birth and boasted of how he was circumcised on the eighth day. That was very important to the Jews because according to the covenant of God with Abraham, circumcision is the sign of the covenant and all Jews should be circumcised on the eighth day. Of course we know when Abraham received this from God; he was already ninety-nine years old. So he was circumcised when he was ninety-nine years old. And his son Ishmael who was born of Hagar was already thirteen years old at that time. So when Ishmael was circumcised, he was already thirteen years old. That was not kosher. But Paul said, ‘I was circumcised on the eighth day’. It was very, very kosher. And he also said, ‘I am of the nation of Israel’. In other words, he was of Jacob and not of Esau, even though Esau was also Isaac’s son. You find that Esau did not receive the firstborn right, it was Jacob who got the birthright. So here you find how this man, Saul, who later was called Paul, boasted that he was not of Esau but of Israel. And he also said he was of the tribe of Benjamin. Why was this so important? It was because of the twelve sons of Jacob, only Benjamin was born in the promised land and that the first king of Israel was a Benjamite. And when the twelve tribes divided into two nations, Benjamin never left. Benjamin was always with Judah. So you find this is a very, very important pedigree. And then later on you find he boasted of his education; how he was a Hebrew of Hebrews because even though he was born in Tarsus, a gentile city, and yet they always spoke Hebrew in their family. He was a real Hebrew. And he was already being educated in the strictest of the laws of the fathers when he was very young and he was at feet of Gamaliel. Gamaliel was the grandson of Hillel, one of the two greatest teachers in Judaism. And he was a Pharisee of Pharisees. That is to say he was a real Pharisee. He not only studied the law, but he tried to keep every letter of the law. And so far as the letter of the law is concerned, he was righteous and he was very zealous. He persecuted the church according to the Jewish tradition of the father. He was zealous for the traditions of the father. They considered Jesus as the imposter of Judaism so He should be wiped out, and Paul tried his best to wipe Him out. How he boasted of himself! But he was in darkness; he was blind. He thought he was serving God and yet he did God a great disservice. So brothers and sisters, no one can testify of himself because even if we try, our testimony is not true and it cannot be accepted.
 
Only After You Have Met the Lord Then Can You Be A Testimony
But thank God; you find that there was such a transformation in his life when this man met the Lord on the road to Damascus. He saw the righteous One and he heard His voice, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads’. Saul said, ‘Lord, who are You?’ And the voice said, ‘I am Jesus whom you persecute’. And then he asked the second question, ‘Lord what do you want me to do?’ In other words, Saul not only believed in Jesus as Lord, he really accepted Him as the Lord of his life. He became a witness of the faith. God called him to be a witness to tell people of what he had seen and heard and to be a witness to the nation and to the Jews. So here you find this man began to bear a testimony. But he was not testifying of himself. In the past, he would testify of himself; of what a great man he was; how pious he was, and how zealous he was. But now no longer would he testify of himself. Here you find from that day onward, he did not testify of himself anymore. His testimony was Jesus Christ. In 2 Corinthians chapter 4 he said, ‘we do not preach ourselves, we preach Jesus Christ’.
In 1 Corinthians chapter 2, he said, ‘when I come to you, I know nothing but Jesus Christ and him crucified’. So here you find after he had seen and heard the Lord; after he had seen the reality and after he had experienced it, it transformed his life. You find that this testimony became part of his life and his whole being was involved in this testimony. That became the very meaning of his life and that was the very meaning of his ministry. He said, ‘I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision’. Even when he was given the opportunity to defend himself, you find he did not defend himself but he defended the Lord, Jesus Christ. It was to such an extent, that Festus cried out, ‘Paul you are mad. We give you the opportunity but you missed the opportunity. You did not defend yourself; you did not try to save yourself. But all the time you were defending Jesus Christ’. Why? It was because this was his real life. He became a true, faithful witness of the Lord.
So brothers and sisters, this is what a testimony really is. It is something that is so real. You have experienced it firsthand. It begins to transform your life and it becomes your very life. You live for it and you serve God with it. That is testimony.
 
Testimony is Firsthand Knowledge and Experience
Now think of the apostle John. You find the same thing happened to the apostle John. Before he met the Lord Jesus, he was a disciple of John the Baptist. He had to be very close to John the Baptist because when you read the Gospel of John chapter 1, you find that two of the disciples of John the Baptist were standing with John. John had many disciples but it seemed that these two were the closest to him. Now when they were with him, John the Baptist saw Jesus passed by and he said, ‘behold the Lamb of God’. When the two disciples heard of it, they left their master and they began to follow Jesus. While they were doing that, our Lord Jesus turned back and said, ‘what do you want, why do you follow me’? And they said, ‘Lord, where do you live’? This was a very strange question. It was as if they did not answer what was asked. The Lord said, ‘what do you want’? And they said, ‘where do you live’? But you know the real meaning of it. What did they want? They wanted to be with Jesus. They wanted to know the Lord, Jesus. So the Lord said, ‘come and see’ and they stayed with Him that afternoon. And how they were transformed! We know Andrew immediately went to find his brother, Simon and said ‘we have met the Messiah. Come and see’. And of course the other one was John the apostle. And from that day on, he followed the Lord Jesus. The more he followed the Lord Jesus, the more he knew the Lord Jesus. He was the first one who followed Jesus. And among the twelve apostles, he was the last who was still following Jesus when Jesus was taken.
And what did he say? If you read 1 John chapter 1, he said ‘that which was from the beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life. That which we have seen and heard we report to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is indeed with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ’; that which was from the very beginning’. With the apostle John he always went back to the beginning. And that beginning is even before the beginning before Genesis. Genesis 1:1 says ‘in the beginning God created the heaven and the earth’. And that is the beginning of the creation but that is not the beginning of God. When you read 1 John, just like the Gospel of John chapter 1, it is the real beginning. It was how everything began. That beginning is none other but God. But this ‘who is in the beginning, we have heard of Him’. How did they hear? It was through the prophets, through the patriarchs and through the old testament that they had heard that the Messiah would come. But now they have seen Him, they have met Him. And not only that, but they have contemplated Him. And they realized that this man, Jesus, is the Son of God. When He was resurrected, our Lord said, ‘you can say to Thomas, you can touch My hands, you can touch My side’. Brothers and sisters, to the apostle John, the Lord Jesus was so real. He is a fact. He is truth. And John had personally experienced this truth. He had the firsthand information and because of this touch with the Lord Jesus, you find that his whole life was changed. He was absorbed into the testimony and he became a faithful witness. So whatever John wrote is true because he was an eye witness. Brothers and sisters this is what our testimony should be.
 
The Testimony From Personal Experience is True
Think of Peter. We notice that Peter had the same experience, especially when you read 2 Peter 1. When Peter tried to share with the brothers and sisters concerning the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and of His power, he said ‘I shared this with you, not out of imagined fable, but it was something that I have personally witnessed. On that Mount of Transfiguration, I heard the voice from heaven; this is my beloved Son, in whom I find my delight; hear Him. And I have personally seen the glory of the Lord Jesus’. Brothers and sisters, here you find before his martyrdom, he bore testimony and his testimony was true. So dear brothers and sisters, this ought to be our testimony.
Now what is our testimony? We say our testimony is not testifying ourselves as to how great we are and how learned we are. No, if it is, then our testimony will not be true; it will not be accepted by anybody. Now what exactly is our testimony? Our testimony is the testimony of God. Our testimony is the testimony of Jesus Christ. In other words, our testimony is one with the testimony of God and with the testimony of Jesus Christ. That is our testimony.
 
God Testifies of Himself
Our brother last night has already explained to us what the testimony of God is. Now we know if we bear testimony of ourselves, our testimonies will not be true. It will not be accepted. But with God it is different. God has to testify of Himself because if He does not testify of Himself, nobody will know Him. Now how can we bear witness of Him if He does not testify of Himself? We will not know Him because He is the beginning; He is the truth. We find that the testimony of God is really what God testifies of Himself. God revealed Himself to us. If God did not tell us who He is and what He is, nobody will ever know Him. He will be the unknown God. So brothers and sisters, the testimony of God is what God testify of Himself and His testimony is true. His testimony is something that we must receive into us.
 
The Testimony of God Reveals Himself
Our brother mentioned last night how God gave the children of Israel the ten commandments. Now the Ten Commandments are God’s testimony. In the ten commandments God revealed to the children of Israel what kind of God He is. If God does not give the ten commandments, the children of Israel will never know what kind of God He is. God had delivered them out of Egypt. God had brought them to Himself and He wanted to make them His people and He wanted to be their God. But how could they be His people if they did not know Him. So God had to bear witness of Himself. He had to tell them what kind of God He is.
Our brother mentioned of the ten commandments, most likely the first tablet contained four and the second tablet contained six. Why? It is because in the first four commandments, God revealed Himself as the God of holiness; that He is holy. Holy means He is different. He is not common at all. Nothing can be compared with Him. He is altogether different. He is all alone. He is separated from anything else. He is unique. That is holy. And the four commandments tell us how holy God is. You cannot have any other God because He is the only true God. That is holiness. You cannot make image of any kind and worship it because He has no form. He is spirit and we must worship Him in spirit and in truth. You have to worship Him alone. He is the only One who is worthy to be worshipped. That is holy. You cannot mention His name in vain because His name is holy. You have to keep the Sabbath because He is the only One who can do the work. You cannot do God’s work. He is the only One who finishes His own work. We can only rest in His work. That is holy. Whatever we try, with our own effort, to help God, we violate the holiness of God. So the first four commandments tell us how God is holy. And the next six ones tell us God is righteous. And because God is righteous, we have to be righteous towards one another. And we cannot do unrighteousness towards one another.
Our brother mentioned last night, so far as God is concerned, the Ten Commandments are God’s testimony. But when He delivered the Ten Commandments to men, it became the law. That is to say, because this is what God is, we ought to be like Him. And that was law. So the law was the testimony. On God’s side it was testimony. On the side of the children of Israel it was the law. God gave His testimony, and the children of Israel ought to keep the law.
Now the testimony of God is not just these Ten Commandments. The testimony of God is also the word of God because God’s word is true. Whatever God said is true and because it is true and it represents the God of truth. So His word is His testimony. You can find that in Psalms; especially psalm 119. You will find in that song the words and the testimony all come together. We will just read one verse, verse 88, ‘Quicken me according to thy loving-kindness, and I will keep the testimony of Thy mouth’. And in the original it is ‘testimony’. So here you find the word of God is the testimony of God. Therefore the prophet Isaiah said in Isaiah 8:20, ‘to the law and to the testimony’. Everything had to be settled by the law and the testimony whether it was true or false. It depends on what the law said and what the testimony said because it is the testimony of God.
 
God’s Testimony is His Beloved Son
What is God’s testimony? God’s testimony is His testifying of His beloved son. He wants to testify of His Son. He testifies not only of Himself, but you find He likes to testify of His Son. It is God’s testimony when He said behold my Son. You find in the New Testament, how the heavens opened three times and God spoke. ‘This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight’. Brothers and sisters, nothing delights the heart of the Father more than to testify of His Son. I believed those who are parents and grandparents know the meaning. How they like to talk about their children and their grandchildren. You do not need to ask. They will voluntarily tell you. So this is the heart of God. How God delights to testify of His son.
So brothers and sisters, this is the testimony of God. And our testimony is none other but the testimony of God. We testify what God has testified of Himself. And when we testify it is according to the scriptures. Whatever we said that is not according to the scripture is false no matter how great it sounds and how philosophical it is. It is false. Only when we speak according to the scripture, then our testimony is one with the testimony of God. Only whatever we testify is only of Jesus Christ, then our testimony is one the testimony with God. So brothers and sisters, our testimony is one with the testimony with God. And likewise, our testimony is none other but the testimony of Jesus.
Again we find in the Gospel of John chapter 8, when our Lord Jesus was on earth, He said ‘I am the light of the world. He who follows me walks in light and not in darkness’. And the Pharisees began to accuse Him, now you testified of yourself; your witness was not true. But our Lord Jesus said, ‘even if I bear witness of myself, I know my witness is true because I know where I come from, and I know where I am going. You do not know where you come from; you do not know where you are going so your testimony is not true. But I know where I come and where I go so my testimony is true’. So brothers and sisters, this is the difference between our Lord and ourselves because He is God. He said I am the truth. Whatever He says is true. All the promises of God are yea and amen in Him. So our Lord Jesus has the right to testify of Himself. And even when He witnessed of Himself, His witness is true. And the Lord continued to say; in your law the witness of two is certain. So here I am testifying of myself and my Father in Me is testifying of Me. So here you find there are two witnesses. So it has to be certain.
 
The Testimony of Jesus Christ
What is the testimony of Jesus? The testimony of Jesus is what the Father has testified of Him. The entire bible is the Father testifying of the Son. If you read the Book of Revelation, you will find the revelation of Jesus Christ holds what God has given to Him. The revelation of Jesus Christ is what God has given to Him. So it is God witnessing of His Son. The entire book of revelation is revealing the Son. The Father is revealing the Son. He reveals the Son as the coming King. His Son is the heir of all things. The whole bible is His witness. The Father is witnessing His son and that constitutes the testimony of Jesus. And the testimony of Jesus is what Jesus testified of Himself. In Revelation chapter 1, He said ‘I am the first and the last. I am the living one. I became dead and am alive forever more and I have in my hands the keys of death and Hades’. Now this is the testimony of Jesus. This is what He is. He is the first and the last; the beginning and the end. He is the living one. He is the source of life, the fountain of life. But voluntarily He went to death for us but death cannot hold Him. When He had accomplished the work of redemption, He was raised from the death. He overcame death and He lives forevermore. And He holds in His hand the keys of death and Hades. In other words, He is in control.
Brothers and sisters, this is the testimony of Jesus. And this is the testimony that we receive and this is the testimony that we bear witness of. The Lord said when the Holy Spirit comes, He shall bear witness of me and you will bear witness of me because you are with me from the very beginning. Dear brothers and sisters, how the Holy Spirit is faithful in bearing witness of our Lord, Jesus. The Holy Spirit never testifies of Himself. The Holy Spirit only testifies of the Lord Jesus. How He glorified the Lord Jesus in us. How He reveals the Lord Jesus to us. How He works in us to bring us to the cross that we may enter into the risen life of our Lord. The Holy Spirit uplifted the living Christ. How faithful He is. And the Lord said you are my witness. May we also be faithful.
Now brothers and sisters, this is our testimony. Remember, when our brothers tell us about the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus, what they share with us is what our testimony really is. So we need to pay special attention to what our two brothers said. This will be our testimony.
 
The Testimony of God and The Testimony of Jesus Christ is Our Testimony
Finally, the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus forever stand. The testimony of God never shakes. The testimony of Jesus Christ never changes. God is the same yesterday, today and forever. With Him there is no shadow of turning, He is the same forever. He is the eternal truth. He is the eternal reality. So we find that the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus forever stand. No matter what happens, no matter how it is challenged, no matter how it is rejected, no matter how it is opposed, the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus never shake. God is God. Jesus is Lord. This never changes no matter what happens. Thank God for that. It is a glorious testimony.
 
Our Weaknesses Cannot Change the Testimony of God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ
But brothers and sisters, when the testimony comes to us, we have a problem. The problem is not with the testimony. The problem is with us. We need to understand, no matter how weak we are, no matter how feeble our testimony is, God’s testimony and the testimony of Jesus never change. True, when you look at appearance, the testimony of God has suffered; the testimony of Jesus has suffered. And how greatly it has suffered and yet when you really see the reality, you find that it never changes. It always stands and it is always glorious. This is something we need to understand. Otherwise, when we are weak, we think that we can make the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus weak too. No, it is still strong. On our side, we are weak; on our side, the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus may suffer because of us. And it has. But that does not change the testimony. You cannot compromise His testimony, because He never changes.
What needs to be changed is our side. Sometimes because we have sinned, we allow the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus to be under reproach. Sometimes because we yield to our flesh, the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus are being misunderstood by others, and this is something that we really need to humble before our Lord. We need to repent. Our brother mentioned last night, sin against testimony is very serious because it touches God and it touches our Lord Jesus. So we need to be very careful.
So brothers and sisters, I believe one reason why the Lord gathers us together and give us fresh understanding of the testimony, is because God wants us to really put ourselves before the testimony, and to let the light of the testimony shine upon us, so we see what our condition is with the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus; that we may repent and return. Yet on the other hand, I believe there is a positive purpose that God has brought us together. After failures, probably many seem to feel the testimony of God is gone and there is no sense of maintaining the testimony. But brothers and sisters, remember the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus never changes. It stands; it is glorious. It is the will of God that we must continue to maintain the testimony. And if by the mercy of God, this will happen this time, then our gathering will not be in vain. So let us really kneel before our God, humble ourselves, let His light shine upon us, not only to reveal our situation, but more so to reveal what His testimony is. That on the one hand, we will be stricken to the floor. On the other hand, He will raise us up again. May the Lord help us.
 
Let us pray.
Dear Lord, we want to thank Thee because Thou never change. Thy testimony always stands. What a glorious testimony it is. Lord, we acknowledge how we have failed Thee. But Thou have never failed us. Lord, Thou knowest our situation, Thou knowest some of us may be on the point of giving up, Thou knowest some of us may not even know Thy testimony. Lord, we ask that this time, Thou will restore what we have lost, and Thou will give us fresh and new revelation; a revelation of Thyself that will transform us and make us to be Thy vessel. Lord we wait before Thee. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 
 

2 The Church as the Vessel of the Testimony
 
Ephesians 3: 8 – 11
To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ, and to enlighten all [with the knowledge of] what is the administration of the mystery hidden throughout the ages in God, who has created all things, in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God, according to [the] purpose of the ages, which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord,
 
Revelations 1: 20
The mystery of the seven stars which thou hast seen on my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands. – The seven stars are angels of the seven assemblies; and the seven lampstands are seven assemblies.
 
Let us have a word of prayer.
Dear Lord, our hearts are full of thanksgiving. We want to thank Thee for loving us so much. That of all the people in the world, we are so privileged that we may gather together as one before Thee. We do want to thank Thee that it is Thy grace towards us. We pray that we may not miss Thy grace. We want to open our hearts to Thee. We want to turn our hearts towards Thee. We pray that Thou will shine Thy light upon us. Bring us out of darkness and bring us into Thy light, that in Thy light we may see light, that we may really be transformed and be conformed to Thy image to the praise of Thy glory. Lord we do commit this time into Thy hand. Without Thee we can do nothing but with Thee all things are possible.
So our confidence is in Thee. We trust Thy Holy Spirit do Thy work this morning. We pray Thou release Thy word. We pray that Thy word will enter into our heart and that we bear fruits hundred times unto Thee. We praise and thank Thee, in the name of our dear Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.
 
Our Weakness Does Not Affect The Testimony of God and The Testimony of Jesus Christ
We do want to thank God for gathering us together again this morning. I do feel that it is the special grace of God every time we are privileged to gather together. And we do look to the Lord that He will give us special grace. Yesterday morning we shared together on ‘Our Testimony’. Our testimony is not concerning ourselves. As a matter of fact, there is nothing to speak of ourselves. Under the light of God we know who we are. We are really but dust. But we praise and thank God that there is much we can talk about. It is not about us but it is about our Lord, Jesus. So our testimony is our Lord, Jesus. Our testimony is the testimony of God. We do testify that God is God and we also testify that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the heir of all things. He is the first and the last. He is the living one. He has died but He has been raised from the dead. And He lives forever more. In his hands He holds the keys of death and of Hades. We do testify that Jesus is Lord. So this is our testimony.
Our testimony is a glorious one and our testimony is something that never changes. It stands forever. It is the reality in the universe. It is yesterday, today and forever the same. And we also mentioned yesterday morning that even though our testimony is so certain and strong, yet oftentimes when we testify we are not that strong. It is not because there is anything with the testimony but there is something with us. And this is where we really need to repent so that God will give us special grace so that our witness will be as strong as our testimony.
 
THE HISTORY OF GOD’S ENTRUSTING OF HIS TESTIMONY TO THE CHURCH
 
Now this morning we will go a little step further. Knowing what our testimony is, we now want to share together on the church as the vessel of the testimony of Jesus and how God entrusted the testimony of Jesus to the church. In order to understand this, I think probably we will like to go over the whole bible. Of course we have only an hour or so. But we will go over it very quickly in order to see how God entrusts His testimony to the church today.
 
The Fall of The Archangel And God’s Judgment On The Earth
Now we know that in the Book of Genesis, God created the heavens and the earth. But evidently something happened, because when you read Genesis 1:1, it says ‘in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth’. When God creates, it must be perfect because our God is a perfect God. He will not let anything go unfinished. What He created must be beautiful. God spoke and it was done. In other words, it does not mean when God creates, He created something unfinished. So we believe in the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the heavens and the earth were perfect. In that creation the highest of the created beings were the angels. But unfortunately, we do not know how long it was before something seemed to have happened in these heavens and the earth. Because when you read the second verse of Genesis chapter 1, it says ‘the earth became void and empty’. That is to say something had happened to this earth. God did not explain it to us in Genesis. But we can find it in some other places in the scriptures. God put one of the angels, the archangel, Lucifer in a very high place. God created him with beauty and talents and God placed him in a high position. He was supposed to lead all the angels to worship God, but instead, pride came into his mind. He began to think of himself. He was supposed to think only of God. He was only to think of his creator and to give all the glory to Him. But somehow he began to think of himself.
You know brothers and sisters, that principle is always true. We should think of our God and we should focus our attention on our Lord Jesus. That is the safest place. Whenever we turn upon ourselves, whenever we look into ourselves, something will happen. So this archangel began to think of himself. He thought of his beauty. He thought of his power. He thought of his position. And pride began to rise in him. He was not satisfied with what God had given him. He wanted to be equal to God. He wanted to compete with the Son of God. And because of this he was driven out of the paradise in heaven.
Evidently our universe at that time was under his control. And when he was being driven out, judged, punished and cast out from heaven, that which was under his control also entered into judgment. So we find out that the earth became void and empty. It lost its meaning; it lost its purpose; it was ruined; it was covered with water and ice age came upon this earth. We do not know how long it lasted.
 
The Reason God Made Man Is To Recover The Earth That Was Destroyed By The Fallen Archangel
But God is love and therefore we find in verse 3 that the Spirit of God hovered over this earth. It was like a mother hen that was brooding over the little chicks; that something might be brought out. In six days, God repaired this earth. He made it habitable and on the last day, the sixth day, He created man.
Brothers and sisters, when you read Genesis 1: 26 and 27, you find that God said ‘let us make man in our image’. It seemed there was a counsel among the Godhead. God the father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit held a counsel. They decided what they should do next. And they said let us make man.
Brothers and sisters, we men are created very differently from the other creations. We are created in God’s own image, after His likeness. Even when God created angels, He did not create angels in His image, according to His likeness. Only with man did He create in His image and according to His likeness. We would like to ask this question. Why it was that God should take a counsel? It had to be something very significant. And why was the decision to make man in their own image and according to His own likeness? That was something tremendous. It was something almost unthinkable. Why was it that God decided to do such a thing and made man in such a manner? It could not be without any special reason. It could not be without any special purpose. So from the word of God, today we know the reason why God created man. The reason why God created man in His own image is because God wants to use man. God wants man to represent Him on earth. God gives men dominion in order that they may rule the earth for God. They are supposed to maintain the testimony of God on earth because the testimony of God on earth was destroyed through the fall of the archangel. And now God raise up men, give them dominion that they may maintain the testimony of God in this universe. Now this is the purpose why God created men in such special ways.
So God put man in the garden of Eden and God made all the trees that man might enjoy the fruits. But in the midst of the garden there was the tree of life and by the side of it there was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Then God said to man, ‘of all the trees in the field, you can freely eat’. You know in the beginning the food of man was fruit. How good it would be that we do not need to eat anytning but fruit. That was what was in the beginning. God said ‘you can eat all the fruits in the garden. There is only one tree you cannot eat. It is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil’. Why did God say man could not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? It was because on the day he ate of it, he would surely die. Why those very words? You can see the reason God forbade man to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was out of love. You know sometimes we think any prohibition is not love. But here you find behind that prohibition, there was the love of God there. Why? It was because God wanted man to know who He is. Even though God put man above all things, yet he needed to know he is under one. He is still under God. That was the problem with the archangel. God put him in such a high place that he began to think he was above all and not under God anymore. He did not know his place. So God made that prohibition to remind man that he was over all but under one. This is our position. As long as we maintain that position, we are safe. And furthermore, God knows unless we have His own life in us, such knowledge of good and evil will put us to death.
 
Man Entered Into Death After He Was Deceived
Now I do not know how you feel, but to me I feel that all the trees in the garden of Eden are good. God would never put anything evil in it. The apple tree is good for our body. And I personally think the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was food for our soul. Our soul desires knowledge, and the highest knowledge is the knowledge of knowing good and evil. It is higher than scientific knowledge. And this is the food of our soul. But the tree of life is the food of our spirit. It is the will of God. He put the tree in the midst of the garden and He did not prohibit man from eating it. Now if it is in the center, it attracts your attention. And so in a sense God said I put it before your eyes. This was what God wanted men to do. They are created in God’s image. Now they need to take God’s life in them and by that they will be able to fulfill their life. They will be able to fulfill life’s purpose. But unfortunately man ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil before he took the tree of life. In other words, man rejected God. He did not want to be dependent upon God. He did not want to live by the life of God. He wanted to develop his own soul life and make it great. He was being tempted by the enemy that if you ate of this tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you would know good and evil. You did not need God anymore. You could live an independent life.
 
God Raised Up Men Who Can Bear His Testimony
Brothers and sisters, that means death. So God said, ‘on the day that you eat of this forbidden tree, you shall die’. And because of this, man was driven out of the garden of Eden. In other words, God’s purpose for man is that he may testify with a testimony of God. He was on earth to bring all things back to God. He was to lead all creation to worship God. And he could only accomplish that with the life of God in him and he being dependent on God. But unfortunately you find that he failed in his mission. So he was driven out of the garden of Eden. But the testimony of God must be maintained in spite of the failure of our forefather, Adam. And when you read the book of Genesis, you will find that God’s testimony on earth was maintained by the patriarchs. Here you find even though Cain was evil, yet God raised up Abel. When Cain was born, his parents thought that now they had the seed of woman. God commented that the seed of the woman would come. And He would bruise the head of the serpent. So when Cain was born, his parents thought he was the man. But unfortunately he was not. So afterwards, Abel was born and they called Abel ‘a breath’. And thank God we find that through Abel the testimony of God was maintained. What was that testimony? Abel really testified to the love of God. God is love. That is His very being. And this was the testimony that Abel maintained on earth. Abel believed that out of the love of God, even though man has sin yet He had prepared a substitute. He prepared a lamb and through the shed blood of the lamb, man’s sin might be cleansed. So you find that Abel believed in God’s love. He believed in the salvation that God has prepared for man. So when he approached God, he did not approach God on his own. He was not like his brother, Cain. Cain approached God by offering the fruits of his field; the work of his own hand. He thought that God should accept his offering because that was the best he had. He depended on his own to approach God. He did not accept the love of God; the lamb was to be his substitute. So he was rejected. Abel instead, humbled himself before God, acknowledging he was a sinner. The only way we can be accepted by God is through the blood of the lamb. We need to accept the love of God. So here you find through Abel the love of God, the testimony of God was maintained.
 
Throughout The Ages, God Called Men To Maintain His Testimony
And then you find Enoch. Enoch lived until he was 65 years old. He lived just as other people in the world. But when he was 65 years old, he begot a son, Methuselah. Evidently he received a revelation from God when his son was born. He realized that one day God would judge this world because of the sins of this world. When Methuselah died judgment would arrive. He began to be moved. So he began to walk with God. And the bible said he walked with God for three hundred years. Brothers and sisters, God wants us to walk with Him. But we want God to walk with us. To walk with God, on the one hand, is a most glorious thing. But on the other hand, it is a most difficult thing also. That is why the name Enoch means discipline. He had to be disciplined in order to walk with God. God is holy. If we want to walk with God, we have to be holy; we have to be under discipline. So, as far as man was concerned, those three hundred years were very difficult and yet on the other hand were also very glorious. And he walked with God and walked and walked until he was taken. In those days people might live to hundred years and yet they all died except Enoch. He walked with God and God took him away. So what was the testimony for God that Enoch had maintained? He testified of the holiness of God. In a world full of sins and full of death, there was a man who testified that God is different; He is uncommon; He is separated; He is unique; He is the only one. Enoch walked with God. He maintained the testimony of God in his generation.
And then you find Noah. The day had come; God wanted to judge the world because the world was full of violence and sin. But there was Noah who received grace from God. He feared God. And God revealed to him and told him to make an ark and with the ark, to save people. For one hundred and twenty years, Noah preached the gospel. He told people that judgment would come. He asked people to come into the ark but nobody believed him. Only Noah and his family, eight people went into the ark.
You know it is very interesting if you read the Chinese character. Chinese character in the beginning was picture. What is the picture of a boat? On the one hand, it is a canoe. On the other hand, it is ‘eight mouth’. And this ‘eight mouth’ was Noah and his family. So here you find Noah was saved from destruction through the ark. So what was the testimony that Noah maintained of God? He maintained the testimony of God that God is righteous. God is a righteous God. So there you find again the testimony of God was maintained in spite of the rebellion of the world.
Then you think of Abraham. We know that Abraham lived in Ur of Chaldea and that was a city of idols. Legend tells us that Abraham’s father was an idol maker. So Abraham lived in that kind of situation. But somehow Abraham began to think whether these idols they made were real. And we told by legend, not the bible, so do not believe it. It was said one day Abraham’s father left home and he told Abraham to take care of these idols. So he left and after his father left, Abraham began to beat these idols. Some of them the heads were off; some the arms were off, and he threw them all over the room. His father came back and he saw this situation and so he asked his son. Why did you do that? Oh his son said, after you left, these idols started to fight each other and that was what happened. His father said, nonsense they could not do that. Then Abraham said why did you worship them? That was legend. But the truth was that one day the God of glory appeared to Abraham. God knew his heart.
So one day the God of glory appeared to him and called him. ‘Leave this place, leave your father’s house, leave your kindred and go to the place where I called you to’. And by faith Abraham obeyed God. He became a stranger and a sojourner in the Promised Land. He lived in tents and he built altars to worship God. He did not return to his old place. He could do that if he wanted to. But he did not. Why? It was because he saw a city with foundation, of which the builder is God. He looked for that city and that enabled him to be a stranger and a sojourner on earth. He saw the glory of God. He saw what the glory of God had provided for his home. He saw that glorious city. It captivated him and enabled him to reject all the things in this world and to seek for that heavenly heritage. Brothers and sisters, here you find through Abraham, the glory of God, the testimony of God was maintained. He maintained that God is glory and that the glorious God wants to lead us into glory. So he despised the things of this world.
 
Only A Corporate Vessel Can Fully Manifest God
Brothers and sisters, you find that through the patriarchs God maintained his testimony on this earth. So far as the world is concerned, they rebelled against God. But God still left on earth his testimony through some individuals. And each individual testified a part of the testimony of God because the testimony of God is so huge. It is so full. It is so rich. No one person can bear the whole testimony. Each individual may play a part of it. But for the purpose of God, the vessel of His testimony is corporate. That is God’s purpose. And because of this we find that God was gradually leading towards that direction. Out of Abraham came the twelve tribes, and from the twelve tribes, the nation of Israel. So you find gradually God began to lead out of individuals into corporate; that his testimony may be full and perfect. So here you find the nation of Israel. God took them out of Egypt. In Exodus chapter 19 when they came to Mount Sinai, God began to reveal His purpose to them. Why did God deliver them out of Egypt? Why did God deliver them out of slavery? Or did God just wanted to free them so they could live the way they wanted to live? No, God delivered them out with a purpose. So here on earth at Mount Sinai, God began to reveal His mind to them. God said, ‘I brought you as on eagle’s wings unto Myself. Now if you keep My commandments, if you keep My covenant, I will take you out of all the people in the world to be My people. You will be my people, and I will be your God. You will be a nation of priest to serve me’.
Brothers and sisters, here you find God wants a corporate vessel, a people that belongs to Him. And in order to do that, we have already mentioned again and again, God gave them the ten commandments. God committed His testimony to the nation of Israel. ‘Now you are my people and you have a mission - to bear My testimony on earth. When the whole world was idol worshipers, you are the only nation that worshipped one God. You are to bear my testimony on this earth. You are great, not because you are many, not because of what you are; you are great because you have received my statutes and my testaments. In the whole world, there is no nation that has such wisdom and understanding. And of all the nations in the world, there is no such thing as God appearing to you and answering to you. And that is what makes you great and so you have to keep my commandments. And you have to tell your sons, and your sons’ sons and their sons that they may be the vessel of my testimony’.
 
Israel Failed To Maintain God’s Testimony
Brothers and sisters, our brother has already mentioned how God dwelt in their midst through the tabernacle and the tabernacle is called the tabernacle of the testimony. And God asked them to make an ark and the ark is the ark of the testimony. And in the ark, they put the ten commandments, and the ten commandments are the testimony. The glory of God rested upon the ark and the tabernacle. Brothers and sisters, do you see the picture? The testimony of God was entrusted to that nation. What a glorious thing it was. The Lord was in their midst. And the King was in their midst. This was what happened to the nation of Israel. What a privilege; but also what a responsibility! Now as you read the history of the nation of Israel, you will find gradually they failed in the testimony. You find in the beginning how they rebelled against God when God gave them the Promised Land. When they became fat, they forgot God. They began to learn from other nations and began to worship idols which were an abomination to God. You find in 1 Samuel how the ark was captured by the Philistines. You know at that time their faith became a superstition. The ark led them into the Promised Land, the ark fought for them, but at that time, they considered the ark as a thing of superstition. They did not worship God anymore. And when they were defeated by the Philistines they said bring the ark here, God would fight for us. God did not fight for them. God would rather allow the ark to be captured by the Philistines. The children of Israel could not take care of the ark of God. They were supposed to maintain the testimony of God. But because of their sins, the ark was captured by the Philistines. But thank God, the ark knew how to protect itself. So after six months, the ark returned. But they did not care about the ark and the ark was hidden in the house of Abinadab. Even in the days of Saul, he never inquired before God. Brothers and sisters that was the condition of the children of God. There was a revival in the days of David. He had a heart towards God. He searched for the ark. He loved the ark. He would not allow himself to sleep. He wanted to find a resting place for the ark. Solomon built the temple. But unfortunately, the people of Israel continued to rebel against God, even though God sent prophets to warn them, to call them back to God. The love of God was still extended to them. He sent prophets early in the morning to call them back. But they would not turn back. So finally the temple was destroyed. Jerusalem was destroyed. The people were taken into captivity. And during those seventy years, God was never called the God of the heavens and the earth. God was only called the God of heavens. Why? It was because he had no testimony on earth. No one maintained his testimony on earth. The children of Israel have failed God. How sad it was.
 
A Remnant Faithfully Maintained God’s Testimony When The Corporate Vessel Failed To Do So
But did God leave no testimony on earth? It was true that it was a failure in a corporate way. The children of Israel were now in captivity in Babylon. And yet, brothers and sisters, there were still some individuals. There was a man in captivity who maintained the testimony of God on earth. Think of Daniel. Daniel was a captive and yet how he maintained the testimony of God. Even though he was a teenager at that time and he was a captive, yet he would not defile himself. He would not defile himself with the wine and the food of the king. He wanted to keep himself pure for God. Throughout his long life, he served two empires. He was the prime minister and yet three times a day he opened his windows towards Jerusalem and prayed. He stood for God. And because he stood for God, he was thrown into the lion den. Yet God kept him from the mouth of the lions. He testified to the kings that God is the living God. He testified to Nebuchadnezzar that heavens do rule. It was not Nebuchadnezzar who ruled. It was God who put him there. And God rules over the whole earth. What a testimony this was.
And you also find Ezekiel. Ezekiel was a priest in captivity and there he maintained the testimony of God. He told the people it was true that the glory of God had reluctantly left Jerusalem and yet one day the glory of God will return. Dear brothers and sisters, you find that through these individuals God still maintained His testimony on earth in spite of the failure of the nation. And then seventy years later, according to the God’s word, Cyrus the Persian king allowed the children of Israel to go back to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. But unfortunately most of the people in captivity remained in the land of captivity. Why? It was because during those seventy years, they were allowed to build their own houses and their own businesses. And so in the land of captivity they were able to live a comfortable life. And more than that, they could not go back to Jerusalem because there was no temple there and they could not offer up the sacrifices. Now what did they do? To satisfy their conscience, they began a very ingenious plan. That was when synagogues began. They could not go back to Jerusalem. There was no temple there. They wanted to worship God.
You know they worshipped idols. So God allowed them to go to Babylon, an idol worshipping nation. Now you wanted to worship idols, so I would let you go to the country where there were lots of idols. This was the way to cure them of their desire to worship idols. This is what mothers usually do. If a child loves ice cream very much, how are you going to help him? You let him eat until he gets tired of it. And this was what God did to the children of Israel. Alright, you wanted to worship idols, just go there where it was full of idols. And fortunately they were cured of idols.
Now they wanted to worship God. But how could they worship God? It was very clever; synagogues. If there were ten men of leisure, they could form a synagogue. They did not need to walk very far and if there was somebody one did not like, one could get some friends and organize a synagogue. In the synagogue, they read the Pentateuch. They also read the prophets. They also sang psalms. They also prayed. They also exhorted one another. It was very free, very good. It satisfied their longings. The only thing they could not do was to sacrifice. Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins. But even though without redemption, somehow their conscience was appeased. And they lived such a comfortable life. Why would they uproot and go to Jerusalem, a ruined place and surrounded by enemies? And why was it that you should build the temple? Was the synagogue not enough? Brothers and sisters, when they thought of themselves it was enough. But if they thought of the testimony of God, that was not enough.
Thank God He kept the spirit of some, fifty thousand of them. They were moved by the Spirit of God. They were willing to leave everything there. They were willing to brave the dangers. They wanted to go back to a ruined Jerusalem for one reason only – to rebuild the temple. In other words, they wanted to maintain the testimony of God because the temple was where the name of God rested. So they lived for the testimony of God. They did not live for themselves.
Brothers and sisters, so here you find how God raised up a corporate vessel. Even though it was not the whole, yet it was a corporate vessel, to maintain the testimony of God at that time. Brothers and sisters, we have been on the type too long. The children of Israel were a type of the church today. The children of Israel were God’s earthly people and we are God’s heavenly people. They were a shadow and we are the reality.
 
The Son of God Came To Earth To Recover God’s Testimony
So here you find when you come to the New Testament, our Lord Jesus came into this earth. The testimony of God rested in Him. When he came, even though the temple was there, yet we know there was no ark. There was no ark in the holiest of all. There was no glory of God. There was no fire coming down to earth to burn the sacrifice. There was no priest with Urmin and Thurmin. Even though outwardly it seemed everything was there yet actually the most important thing was missing. The presence of God was not there. But when our Lord Jesus came to this earth, He was the real temple, He was the ark. He said ‘Lo, I come to do Thy will, You gave me a body and Your law was written upon My heart’. Dear brothers and sisters, here you find our Lord maintained the testimony of God throughout His life. To Him there was only one thing – My father’s will. If it was my father’s will to go to the cross, to drink the cup, I would do it. He maintained the testimony of God in spite of all the falsehood and hypocrisy of the nation. How He bore a good confession!
After He accomplished the work of salvation, He ascended up on high. But before He left, in Matthew chapter 16, He said ‘on this rock I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it’. What was the rock? It was not Peter. If Peter was to be the rock, you will find He shook very quickly.
But the rock was Peter’s confession. He confessed Jesus as Christ, as the Son of the living God. Christ Jesus is the rock of ages and upon Him He will build His own church and that church is to be the vessel of His testimony and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. In Matthew chapter 18:20 the Lord said, ‘For where two or three are gathered together unto My name, there am I in the midst of them’. And then when He was ascending into heaven in Matthew 28, He said ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them to the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age’. So brothers and sisters, after the ascension of our Lord Jesus on the day of Pentecost, you find the Holy Spirit came down on the one hundred and twenty believers and in one Spirit they were baptized into one body and that was when the church began on earth.
 
The Church Is The Vessel Of The Testimony of God
Now what is the church? You find the church is the vessel of the testimony of Jesus. The Lord entrusted His testimony to the church because the church is the body of Christ, the fullness of Him who fills all and in all. It is the will of God. Even before the foundation of the world, God has already purposed in His heart that one day the church will be that vessel. Even the principalities and the authorities will learn from the church the manifold wisdom of God. Brothers and sisters, what a glorious privilege it is! So God raised up His church on earth, His own redeemed people, to be filled by Himself and bear witness to Him that Jesus is Lord. When you read the first few chapters of the Book of Acts, what a glorious beginning this was. You will find there on the day of Pentecost three thousand came to the Lord, and they all continued to be in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles. And they all fellowshipped, broke bread and prayed. How they loved one another; how they were together; how they met in the temple; how they enjoyed the meals together; and how they remembered the Lord every day; and how they helped each other. No one said this was mine. Everyone shared whatever he had. Brothers and sisters, and because of this testimony, the Lord began to add daily to them. Then when you come to the fourth chapter, you find they were of one mind and of one soul. How they loved one another; how they manifested Christ together. And people looked at them and people said, ‘see how they love one another’. People looked at them and wondered who they were.
They did not belong to the Jews. They did not belong to the Gentiles. They no longer followed the way of the Jews. They did not live according to the form of the Gentiles anymore. They lived differently in spite of being Jews and Gentiles and yet they were one. And there was a special manner of life among them. It was the way of love. The world did not know who they were. So one day, people said, ‘we know who they are. They are Christians. They are Christ’s man. Because when they gathered, they gathered in the name of Christ. When they prayed they prayed in the name of Jesus. When they sang, they sang to Jesus. When they opened their mouth, they spoke of Jesus. When they lived, they lived out Jesus. They were Christians. What a testimony! They were a vessel bearing the testimony of Christ Jesus. But unfortunately, gradually you find things began to waver. The enemy tried every way to kill the testimony. He used persecution but it did not work. Then he used deception. Gradually you find terrible things come into the church. Gradually you find corruptions came into the church. Gradually you find the church began to drift away from the living faith into the tradition of the fathers. When you came to the dark age, the bible was chained. People did not even know that the first thing was salvation. They did not know grace. They thought they had to save by their merits and they were full of superstition. The testimony of Jesus was in ruin.
But thank God, throughout church history, you find God raised up people. A minority, yes; persecuted yes; and yet they maintained the testimony. So here you find even at the end of the first century, John the apostle was in Patmos. He was exiled to the island of Patmos for the word of Jesus and the testimony of God. And there he received revelation. He saw a vision. He saw seven golden lampstands. And one like the Son of Man walking among them. The seven lampstands represented the seven churches in Asia Minor. When you read Exodus about the golden lampstand, you know it is really strange. In the holy place, there were three pieces of furniture. You had the golden altar of incense. And you had the golden table of show bread. These two things were made of wood but overlaid with gold. But there was the third furniture and it was the lampstand. The lampstand had no wood in it. It was made of gold, one piece, beaten out. And it was beaten into a lampstand with seven branches and there the light shone.
Brothers and sisters, this is what the church is. The church in the mind of God is all gold. We think of the church as men because it is men that compose the church. But strangely, in God’s mind it is all gold. There is no wood. Wood represents human. Gold represents divine. It is all gold. Now how can it be? What is the church? You and me meet together, two or three gather together in the name of the Lord and the Lord in their midst. That is the church. If that is the case, all things coming from men were nailed to the cross. So what is the church? It is none but Christ.
But the lampstand is just a lampstand, it is not the light. The lampstand is not an end. It is a means to an end. The purpose of the lampstand is to uphold light. The lampstand is for the light, not for itself. The lampstand is a vessel for the testimony of Jesus. So that is what the church is. So when the church failed in the testimony of Jesus, then the lampstand has lost its meaning. Here in Revelation chapters 2 and 3, you find our Lord as the heavenly high priest. He was there tending the seven lampstands and He was there trying to restore its light. And when He realized the situation, at the end of each letter, there is the call to overcomers. He is calling for overcomers in spite of the failure of the vessel in the testimony of Jesus. That testimony has to be maintained. How? By calling to those who overcome; to overcome the situation; to rise above the situation; to return to the Lord; to return to the word of God; to return to the headship of Christ; to return to the lordship of Christ; and to return to love. Brothers and sisters, the call to overcomers came even at the end of the first century. And this call has been going out through the second century. Thank God throughout the ages and generations, you find there are some people who responded. The testimony of Jesus has never gone out in this world. And brothers and sisters, the call is upon us today. By the grace of God, let us respond.
 
Let us pray.
Dear Lord, our heart desire is to respond to you. Make us overcomers, not for ourselves but for your testimony. We ask in the name of our Lord, Jesus. Amen.
 
 

3 From the Testimony to the Witness
 
2 Corinthians 4: 1 – 6 ‘Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shown us, we faint not.
But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God.
But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; in whom the God of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them]. For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.’
 
Revelations 12: 10 – 12 ‘And I heard a great voice in the heaven saying, Now is come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ; for the accuser of our brethren has been cast out, who accused them before our God day and night: and *they* have overcome Him by reason of the blood of the Lamb, and by reason of the word of their testimony, and have not loved their life even unto death. Therefore be full of delight, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the earth and to the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great rage, knowing he has a short time.’
 
Let us have a further word of prayer.
Dear Lord, as we gather together in Thy presence, we cannot help but thank Thee for these privileges. As we think of many in this world who do not have this privilege, who are we that Thou shall grace us so much? Dear Lord, as we are in Thy presence, we want to tell Thee that we mean business. We do not come here just for a good time; we come here that we may hear Thy voice. We come here that we may know Thee. We come here that we may be refreshed and restored in faith. We come here that Thou will be done in our life as it is in heaven. So Lord, Thou search our heart and we pray Thou answer our heart’s cry. In these last days, we pray that Thou will revive Thy words in us. Thou will restore us and recover us that we may be faithful witnesses of Thy testimony. Lord, we want to give ourselves to Thee once again. We pray Thy Holy Spirit will finish Thy good works in us. In these last days, Lord, we pray that Thou may use us to maintain Thy testimony in this evil world and to bring in Thy kingdom. Lord, hear our cry. We ask in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 
We do thank the Lord for such gathering. We are here for one purpose. We want to know what the testimony of God is; what the testimony of Jesus Christ is and what our testimony is. We have come almost to the last day. I do not know whether we can say we know what the testimony of God is, and we know for sure what the testimony of Jesus Christ is and what our testimony is. So may the Lord help us that this may not be just theories or just something that we hear. But we pray that this may be something real and that it will become our very life and our very ministry unto God.
In the beginning we mention the word testimony. Testimony is truth; it is reality; it is fact; it is something that has been accomplished and it is something that stands forever. That is the objective side of the testimony. But there is also the subjective side of the testimony and that is to say it is something that we have seen and heard. We are first hand witnesses because we have seen the truth, and we have seen the reality. Therefore we testify of it. This testimony is not just something we testified but we find that this testimony becomes a part of us. It influences our life, it changes our life and it conforms us to it. So the testimony and we become one.
Now our testimony is nothing else but the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ because we do not preach ourselves. We preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified. And this is our testimony. So brothers and sisters, as we mentioned yesterday morning, this testimony today is entrusted to the church. This testimony is so huge, so big and so immense. It is so rich that it cannot be witnessed by just some individuals. It takes the whole body to be the witness.
So we find that on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came down from heaven, in one Spirit the one hundred and twenty believers who have gathered in the room were baptized into one body. Now before that we have one hundred and twenty individual believers. Within the one hundred and twenty believers we have the apostles, the mother of Jesus and His brothers according to the flesh. We also have those who knew the Lord and followed the Lord for three years and also the women who loved the Lord so much. Now these one hundred and twenty gathered together in that room for ten days, dedicated themselves to prayer in one accord. But they were one hundred and twenty individuals gathered together. But on the day of Pentecost something tremendous happened. The Holy Spirit came down and in one Spirit they were baptized into one body. Now this is the real meaning of Pentecost. Sometimes when we think of Pentecost, we think of the sound and the sight because on the day of Pentecost, a huge sound like hard breathing filled the room. And the Holy Spirit came down upon the heads of the one hundred and twenty like tongues of fire. So we often think of Pentecost as sound and as sight. But we believe that these were just complementary. The real meaning of Pentecost is here – in one Spirit they were baptized into one body. From there on you will find these one hundred and twenty, even though they maintained their individuality, yet they were one. They were members one of another, and to that body the Lord entrusted His testimony. They were to proclaim Jesus as Lord, and they were to be witnesses to the Lord Jesus. And in the very beginning you can see how glorious it was. If we read the the first chapter of the Book of Acts, we see on the day of Pentecost when Peter stood up, the other eleven stood up with him.
Even though Peter was the spokesman, yet the eleven stood with him because they bore the same testimony. And on that day three thousand came to the Lord. And in Acts 2:42 it said they continued in the teaching and the fellowship of the apostles. We know the teaching of the apostles were none other than the teaching of Christ. Even though the apostles were in plural number and there were twelve of them, yet their teaching was one. Peter did not have his own teaching. John did not have his own teaching. James did not have his own theology. Their teaching was one. They taught what they had received from the Lord. So you find that all the believers at that time, three thousand and one of them, they all continued to stand on the teaching of the apostles. And they not only kept the teaching but they also continued in the fellowship of the apostles. Again you find that the apostles were in plural number, yet their fellowship was singular in number. It was not that Peter had his own fellowship and he gathered a few around him and people said they are of Peter. You found that there was only one fellowship. And the fellowship of the apostles was the fellowship of the Lord Jesus Christ and they fellowshipped with the Father and with the Son.
They reported what they had heard and seen so that we can have fellowship with them as they fellowshipped with the Father and with the Son. So the teaching was one and the fellowship was one. And they break bread and prayed. How they remembered the Lord! They loved the Lord. And they remembered the Lord as one. And they prayed not just individual personal prayer but corporate prayer. They prayed together as one. That was the church life and we find how they loved one another and how they met in the temple because at that time they did not have their own building. So they used the porch for the time when they gathered together as one and how they break bread from house to house, thanking the Lord and loving one another. Now that was how the church became the vessel of the testimony of Jesus and their testimony was powerful.
Within thirty some years, the gospel had been preached from Jerusalem, to Judea, to Samaria and to the end of the earth because at that time Rome was the end of the world. It was also the center of the world. So we find that within thirty some years, the gospel of Jesus Christ had already covered the world at that time. Many came to the Lord, both Jews and Gentiles. The Jews and Gentiles had nothing to do with each other before but now in Christ they were one. There was neither Jews nor Gentiles. They were in Christ Jesus. And what a powerful testimony it was. People looked at them and they said how they loved one another. The church from the very beginning bore a faithful testimony.
But of course we know the enemy of God was aroused. So you find that at the time of the apostles, the enemy tried to sneak in. First of all he tried to use persecution. You remember how Stephen was stoned to death. He was the first martyr in the church of God. And after that you find the persecution of the church began to spread. And Saul the Pharisee was the leader of that work. He would go into houses and he seized men and women and brought them to the court and sentenced some to death. He went to the synagogue and when he found people who believed in Jesus he would force them to blaspheme. And the disciples began to scatter. But thank God that wherever they went they went with the gospel. And so you find that because of the persecution, the testimony of Jesus began to spread abroad. The enemy also saw that and he knew that would not work. So he tried other means and he tried to put deception into the minds of people. In some places he tried to pollute the mind of people by giving them false teaching and heresies. Thus he led them away from Christ and went according to the world and the wisdom of man and not according to the teaching of Christ. You find that in the letter to the Colossians. When they were trying to follow the Lord and to seek perfection, they were deceived that they could not find perfection in Christ. They had to find it somewhere else - in philosophy or in ritualism. At the same time, the enemy also tried to draw out the flesh in the believers which you can find in 1 Corinthians. Even though they were of the Lord, yet you find they were carnal and they acted nothing different from the people of the world. The enemy did all these so that the testimony of Jesus might be put to shame.
So brothers and sisters, towards the end of the first century, at the time of John the apostle, how was the testimony of Jesus? Remember that the testimony of Jesus was entrusted to the church. The church was to bear His testimony. But when you read the second and third chapters of the Book of Revelation, what do you find there? There you find John saw a vision. He saw seven golden lampstands that represented the seven churches in Asia and the Son of Man walking in the midst of the seven lampstands. Even though our Lord is in heaven, He is still our high priest. He is not only high priest to each one of us individually; He is the high priest attending to His own church. He was looking in the church for His testimony; he was looking to see whether the light was still shining or whether the light has grown dim and whether it was already smoking. And He was trying to restore the light, that is, He was trying to restore His testimony.
In other words, He was looking for Himself in the church. He wanted to find Himself in His own church. He was trying to find what He has revealed to the church. So you find to each church, there was a revelation of Himself. In Revelation 1, you find a vision of our Lord Jesus. And then you find that to each church He reminds them of some part of that revelation of Himself – and that is to say that is what He was looking for in His own church, what He has already revealed, what His people have seen and heard.
There were many churches in Asia at the end of the first century and the seven churches in Asia were chosen by the Holy Spirit because these seven churches in one sense represented the churches throughout the ages. Do you know these seven churches can be looked at from different angles? These seven churches were actually seven churches in the first century in Asia. And you can look at these seven churches from a prophetic view because the Book of Revelation is a book of prophecy. So these seven churches represented the churches from the first century to the last century. Also spiritually speaking these seven churches represented the churches in the world in every generation and in every century. In the first century you can find the conditions described in the Book of Revelation. In the twenty first century you can still find these same conditions.
We know the church in Ephesus had a glorious beginning. When Paul was in Ephesus how the Lord did wonderful things there. The church in Ephesus was noted for its love. And therefore when Paul wrote the Letter to Ephesus in the prison in Rome, he was able to share the full counsel of God with them. Even when he was there, during the three years, he did not withhold anything from them. He shared the full counsel of God with them. He could not do that with the Corinthian believers but he was able to fully reveal what God had revealed to Him to the Ephesian believers. And it was not because the Ephesian believers were more intelligent than the Corinthians. As a matter of fact, the Corinthian believers were noted for their cleverness. They were noted for their logical speaking. Brothers and sisters, the reason why God was able to open His heart to them was not because of their intelligence but because of their heart for Him. It was not the mind but the heart. It was love because the Ephesian believers loved the Lord. They loved the Lord with an undying love. And therefore you find Paul was able to pour out a full counsel of God to them. What a glorious beginning it was. But when you read the letter in Revelation 2, you find outwardly they were able to maintain everything just as it was before. They still had labor. They still had work. They still had the knowledge of discernment. They were able to discern the false apostle from the true apostle. And they were still rejecting the Nicolaitans. And that is the clergy system. So you find everything seemed to be right. But inwardly something was missing. And what was missing was the most essential thing. The Lord mentioned to them, ‘you have this and that’, but the Lord said ‘I am against you’. Why? It is because ‘you have lost your first love’. Outwardly everything went on as usual, but inwardly, something was missing. What the Lord was looking for was not these outward things. He was looking for the inward things. He was looking for Himself because God is love. Our Lord Jesus is love but love was missing and nothing satisfied the Lord’s heart. The testimony was gone. The outward look was there but the testimony was gone. So brothers and sisters, here you find the Lord began to call them to repent. In spite of all these outward goodness, they needed to repent. They needed to know where they fall. They needed to be restored to do the Lord’s work. And then you find at the end of that letter it said ‘he who have ears, let him hear’. The Lord was there calling for overcomers. The Spirit said ‘to him who overcomes’.
You know the testimony of Jesus Christ was entrusted to the whole church. The testimony is complete when the whole church is His witness. But when the whole began to fall away God begins to call for overcomers. God has revealed Himself to them. But they lost their vision. They lost their revelation. They did not live according to that vision. They were disobedient to the heavenly vision. Who are the overcomers? The overcomers were those who overcame from falling away from the vision. They responded to the call. They repented of their failure and they returned to their first love. The overcomers were not some superman or super Christians. The overcomers were normal Christians. When everyone became abnormal, there were some by the grace of God, who responded to the call of God. They repented of their sins. And they returned to the Lord. They took up the responsibility of bearing the testimony of Jesus Christ. And they took the responsibility of the whole church. They do not separate themselves from the church but they try to take the responsibility for the whole church. And these are the overcomers. And through these overcomers, the Lord is able to maintain His testimony on earth.
So brothers and sisters, this call to overcome is also here. God is calling us to become overcomers. We find even in our time how the church has failed in the testimony of Jesus Christ. You know the success or failure of the church is measured only by one thing. It is measured by the testimony of Jesus Christ. The church outwardly may seem to be very successful. It may have lots of people. It may have lots of activities. It may have done lots of good. But brothers and sisters, God measures the church with only one standard and that is the testimony of Jesus Christ – whether the testimony of Jesus Christ is faithfully borne, or whether it has failed. This is what we find in the word of God. I am just filling in what I was going to say yesterday.
 
Now we come to what I am going to share today. The first morning we mentioned about our testimony. The second morning we mentioned about the church as the vessel of the testimony. Now today we would like to turn from the testimony to the witness. We have the testimony of Jesus Christ entrusted to us. We are His witnesses. You remember in the Gospel of John when our Lord was on earth with His disciples He told them that ‘when the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth comes, He shall bear witness of Me and you too shall bear witness of Me because you are with Me from the very beginning’. And then of course we know before the ascension of our Lord Jesus how He committed His testimony to His people. In Matthew 28, He said ‘go you to all and disciple them baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and whatever I have commanded you, instruct them. And I will be with you to the end of ages’.
This is what He told His disciples. When the Holy Spirit comes, He will be My witness. So in the power of the Holy Spirit, we are to be His witnesses.
Now what are we to witness to? We are to witness to what we have seen and heard. We witness what we experience of our Lord, Jesus Christ. We are to bear witness that this is true, this is real. How do we bear witness to the testimony? There are two ways to bear witness to the testimony. And these two cannot be separated if our witness is to be powerful. These two things must go together. Number one, the way to bear witness is by our words. Bearing testimony is not something silent. We have to speak out what we have seen and heard. In the Old Testament, if you have seen something and heard something, and that something happened when you were there, and if you refused to speak out and you refused to bear testimony, it is considered a sin. So how can we bear witness to what we have seen and heard? We bear witness to it by our words.
Look at our Lord Jesus. He is the word. ‘In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God’. Why is He the Word? It is because He is God’s speech. He speaks out what God is. No one has ever seen God, but the one who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. When our Lord Jesus was on earth, the scripture does not tell us much about His early life. The bible recorded very little on His childhood up to when He was thirty years old. We did not hear any word from Him. The only word we heard from Him was when He was twelve years old. When He was twelve years old, He went to the temple. We do not know whether it was His day of Mitzvah. When the Jewish boys reach the age of twelve or thirteen, they will become sons of the law. Before that they were trained at home, or they may be trained in the synagogue to study the law. But when they reach that age, there is a ceremony, saying that these boys have reached manhood. They can be the sons of the law and they become members of the synagogue. They have the right to ask questions and answer questions. So we wonder whether it was that time when our Lord was twelve and He went to the temple in Jerusalem. And He was made the son of the law. But our Lord was so different. For the Jewish boys they will just go through this ceremony. But for our Lord Jesus, it came upon Him a deep consciousness. The son of the law to Him was not just a formality; it was something very real to Him. So when His parents left, He remained in the temple and after three days His parents found Him there. And they found that He was in the midst of these scribes.
He was asking questions and He was answering questions. And people wonder where He came to have these intellects. And His mother said to Him ‘why do you do this to us, how you worry us. We spent three days’ time trying to find you’. And our Lord spoke. He said ‘why do you do this? do you not know that I should be occupied with My Father’s business’? He spoke the truth. But He was young; he was still a minor; so He obeyed His parents. He went back with them and obeyed them. So He began to learn carpentry and He was later labeled as the carpenter. In other words, His carpentry work was different. It was excellent and perfect. That were the only words we heard from Him in thirty years and He was silent. But it was just a preparation.
When He was thirty years old, He stood up and began to preach the kingdom of God. ‘Repent, for the kingdom of the heaven is drawn near’. And from that time onward, you find that He began to travel to villages and cities, from Galilee to Judea, from Judea back to Galilee through Samaria. And there you find He preached. He preached the kingdom of God. He declared the testimony of God. He called people to return to God. He spoke out His testimony. He told people that ‘I was sent. I did not come on My own. I did not speak out of Myself. I speak what I have heard of the Father’. He was faithful to the Father. He was faithful to the testimony of God. He was taken and brought to Caiaphas’ house and you find they accused Him of many things. Many witnesses tried to say Jesus did this, Jesus said that. And finally one came up and said ‘He said destroy this temple and I will restore it in three days’. But all these witnesses were in vain. There was no proof. They were false witnesses. And you remember Caiaphas challenged our Lord, Jesus. ‘Did you hear what all these witnesses say? Why do you not defend yourself’? The Lord was silent. He did not say anything. Finally, Caiaphas out of desperation told Him, ‘in the name of God, tell us whether you are the Christ, the Son of God’. The Lord said ‘you have said it. Not only that, you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand on the throne of God and coming in power’. And He was sentenced to death because of this. He bore witness to Himself because that was His testimony. And whenever He was challenged He spoke out. He was silent to everything else. But as far as the testimony was concerned He spoke out even if it meant death to Him. And there they took Him to the governor.
And again you find people began to accuse Him of many things. But our Lord did not say a thing. He did not care what they said about Him. Finally, Pontius Pilate said ‘did you hear all the things that they accuse you of? Why did you not say a word? According to our Roman custom, we give the defender a chance to defend himself to face these accusers. Why do you not take that opportunity?’ The Lord was silent. He would not answer. So finally Pilate said ‘are you the king of the Jews?’ The Lord said, ‘you said it. I was born a king. I am the king of the truth’. And you know our Lord was sentenced because of His testimony. But He was a faithful witness before Pontius Pilate. He bore the faithful testimony with His word.
And then you find the same thing with the apostles. From Pentecost onward, they began to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. In Acts 4, the Lord used Peter and John to perform a miracle. A beggar who was lame was sitting at the gate called Beautiful asking for alms. When Peter and John came to the temple, this beggar looked at them expecting some alms. And Peter looked at him and saw that sincere streak in him. He said ‘gold and silver I have none, but in the name of Jesus I command you to stand up’. And this man stood up. He leaped and He jumped. A miracle was performed. There was a story about this. Once upon a time, when Thomas Aquinas, the famous theologian went to see the pope, the pope showed him all the wealth of the Vatican. And the pope told Thomas we no longer said ‘gold and silver we have none’. And Thomas replied ‘but neither can you say jump up and walk’. And because of this miracle, John and Peter were taken into custody. And they were taken to this Sanhedrin. And you find these Pharisees and scribes forbade them to speak in the name of Jesus. They forbade them to proclaim that Jesus had risen. And you know what Peter and John said? They said ‘To listen to man or to God; what do you think is the right thing? What we have seen and heard we cannot help but preach it’. They were beaten but they were glad to suffer for the name of Jesus. They went back to their own company and they told the brothers and sisters what happened. They prayed together with one accord. They asked the Lord for the boldness to preach the gospel of Jesus. The house shook. It was filled with the Holy Spirit and they continued to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ with boldness.
So brothers and sisters, the way we bear witness to Jesus is with our word. The word is not only powerful to man; it is also powerful to the unseen world. In Revelation 12 it said ‘they overcome the accusers by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony’. So you find the word of the testimony is not only powerful to the world but also to the unseen world. But dear brothers and sisters, what makes the word so powerful? Is the name of Jesus a magic word? Now you remember a very interesting incidence in Acts 19. The word of God was powerful in Ephesus. There were seven sons of the high priest and they were exorcists. And now they noticed how effective Paul was in catching the demons. So they watched him and they found that Paul only used the name of Jesus. They thought that was the trick. It was much better than the magic word they used before. So when they came to exorcize that demon possessed person, they said ‘I command you in the name of Jesus preached by Paul’. And the devil said ‘Jesus I know, Paul I know but who are you’? The demon possessed man jumped upon them and made them naked and hurt and they fled away.
So what made the word so powerful? It would not work if it was just empty words. But the power of the word is that there is something backing it up. So you find the way we witness the Lord is not only this matter of the word, you find it is also a matter of our life. Without life it is empty. You have to have that life to back up the word. The word must really mean something to you. It is not hearsay. It is the word that you are personally related to. It is the word that you experience yourself, backed up by a life. And that is why the witness of the word is so powerful. Look at our Lord Jesus. Every word that came out of His mouth is powerful. He just said the word and the demon was expelled. It was because behind that word there was a life; a life that was totally given by God. When He came to this world, it was prophesied about Him, ‘sacrifice and offerings God does not want, lo, I come to do Thy will. You have prepared for me a body. I come to do Thy will. Your word is written upon my heart’. Throughout the life of our Lord Jesus He was absolutely obedient to His father. His whole life was governed by His Father’s will. If it was the will of His father to drink that bitter cup, even if it meant defilement to His purity, even if it led to so much misunderstanding of Him, He would drink it. He pleased His Father throughout His life. There was never any separation between Him and the Father. He and the Father are one. The Father is holy and He is holy. The Father is righteous and He is righteous. He and the Father are one. But one day because it is the Father’s will He was to be the sin bearer of the world, He came to this world. Not only had He not committed any sin; He is one who knew no sin. He did not even know what sin was, and yet He was to make sin for us. How could He take it? In the garden of Gethsemane, He struggled over this. ‘Father, if this is possible, remove this cup from me. Not My will, but Thy will be done’. Brothers and sister, His life was a life for the testimony of God. God is God to Him. God is absolute to Him. He lived for the testimony. He died for the testimony. And because of such a life, whatever He says come with power.
Brothers and sisters, the same is true with us today. How can our witness be effective? Yes, we should speak out. Whenever people ask us the reason for our hope, we should be prepared to tell them. This is our responsibility. But brothers and sisters, if our life does not match our word, our testimony is weak. In Revelation 12, it said ‘they overcome the accusers’. It mentioned there was the man-child. In Revelation 12 John was shown a vision. It is a vision of the last days. There was the vision that ushers in the coming of Christ. That vision to us is the present. It is a vision for us because we are living at this time. The coming of the Lord is so near. During this time, you find a woman in travail. The woman represents the church in the last days. And she was in travail. And you will find a dragon standing by the woman. In the beginning the woman was the target of the dragon. But now the dragon just stood before the woman looking at her. It seems that the dragon does not care too much about the woman anymore. But in the womb there is something that means very much to the dragon.
Brothers and sisters, the woman is in travail. Something is going to be produced. When we look at the church and the world today, do you think there is no groaning? Even the whole creation is groaning, waiting to be relieved and waiting for the manifestations of the sons of God. How can the sons of God not be like that? How can we not be groaning too? We groan over the condition of the church. We groan over ourselves because of our weakness. How we cry to the Lord. There is something to be produced in ourselves so that not all things shall be in vain. The wars and pestilence and earthquakes are the signs of birth. The woman is prepared to bring forward. The dragon, the enemy Satan knew when that man child was born, His days would be numbered. That was why He was there waiting. When the man child comes out, Satan wanted to destroy Him. But when the man child was born, He was taken right up to the throne. They overcame Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the word that they love. They loved not their life even unto death. This man child represents the overcomers in the last days. Before the coming of the Lord, there will be overcomers who are maturing and who are ready. The Lord will take them right up to the throne. They prepare the way for the coming of the Lord. They break through the air, the headquarters of Satan and they reach the throne of God. And they are the welcoming party to the coming of the Lord.
And because of this, there is war in the sky. Michael and His angels fought with Satan and Satan is cast down to the earth and the air is pure. And they wait for the Lord to come from the throne to the air. These overcomers overcome by the blood of the Lamb.
Brothers and sisters, they are no different than anybody else. We are as weak as everyone and maybe weaker. But thank God, we know the blood of the Lamb. We repented. We believe in the power of His blood. The blood washes us. We testify for the word. We admit that Jesus is the Lord and He is really Lord to us. Today there is power there. If He is not really our Lord, we will not have the power even if we say He is our Lord. But when you live a life under the lordship of our Lord, when you surrender your life to the Lord, allow Him to rule over you, then when you speak out it is the word of the testimony of the word and it has power. It overcomes Satan, and furthermore they love not their life even unto death. They do not love their soul life, their flesh. They are willing to deny themselves, pick up the cross and follow the Lord. Wherever the Lamb goes, they go. If the Lamb goes to Calvary, they go to Calvary. They are willing to lay down their life for the testimony of Jesus. These are the overcomers in the last days.
Brothers and sisters, we are living in this time, we are looking forward to the King, and we are looking forward to be raptured alive to the throne. Have we backup our testimony with our life? Do you live as you say? Is the testimony of Jesus a reality to us? Does it really control our life? Do we live for His testimony? May the Lord help us.
 
Dear Lord, we humble ourselves before Thee, we acknowledge we are not what we should be. And that is why our testimony is so weak. There are so many times we do not have the testimony. Help us and uphold us. We repent before Thee. Have mercy upon us. We believe that Thy grace is sufficient. Lord, have mercy on us. Make us overcomers for the sake of Thy testimony. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 
 

4 The conflict and conquest of the testimony
 
Thank God He has brought us to the last session of this conference. You know so far as I am concerned, every time after the Lord’s table, I find it very difficult to speak. I feel that as we come to the Lord Himself, He has already satisfied us and there is nothing that we need to add on. So I always feel it very difficult to speak after the Lord’s table. And furthermore, this is the last session. I know brothers and sisters are anxious to return, so I will try to be as brief as I can. Now this time our theme is the testimony of God, the testimony of Jesus Christ and our testimony. 
 
Our brother Christian shared with us the testimony of God. The testimony of God is none other than what He testifies of Himself. There is none other who can testify of Him unless He testifies of Himself first because He is the beginning. It is by His revelation that we know Him. So the testimony of God is what He testifies of Himself. And His testimony is true. His testimony is eternal. His testimony never changes. His testimony sustains forever.
He gave the Ten Commandments to His own redeemed people Israel. And the Ten Commandments are called the testimony because by the Ten Commandments He revealed what He is. The first four commandments reveal that He is the holy God; He is the only one, unique, absolute, and supreme and there is none that can stand by Him. He is altogether by Himself. He is most holy. And then He reveals Himself as the God of righteousness to us in the last six commandments. So in giving the Ten Commandments to the children of Israel, He committed His testimony to His redeemed people. As our brother said, on God’s side it is His testimony, but when it reaches us it becomes law because it is something that we need to keep in order to please God. And our brother also mentioned that the ark is also called the ark of testimony. We know that when Moses was on the mountain receiving the Ten Commandments, He was there forty days and forty nights and the children of Israel were on the plain of Sinai desert. So after such a long time, the children of Israel said to Aaron, ‘we do not know what happened to our leader, Moses; we need someone we can see to lead us. Now that Moses was gone, make us a God that we may have someone visible and tangible’. And Aaron made a golden calf. And when the people saw that golden calf, they said ‘this is our God. This is the God who will lead us’. So Aaron proclaimed a festival that this golden calf was none other than Jehovah God.
Even before the law reached the children of Israel they already sinned. When Moses came down and saw the situation, He was very indignant. He cast the two stone tablets of law and they were broken. In other words, they have already broken the law of God. They have already violated the testimony of God. Before the testimony could reach them, they already have broken the law. So brothers and sisters, none is able to keep the law. No one is able to maintain the testimony of God. Thank God He is a God who is gracious and merciful. He forgave them. And He asked Moses to make two stone tablets and go up to the mountain the second time and God said ‘I will write the words on the stone tablets’. So Moses went up to the mountain again and there God wrote the Ten Commandments on the stone. God commanded Moses to make an ark to put the Ten Commandments, so that the Ten Commandments might be kept intact. Here you see the testimony of God was something that man could not keep. It could only be kept in the ark. And our brother mentioned that the ark stood for our Lord Jesus. So the testimony of God is kept in Christ Jesus. No one can keep the testimony of God; it can only be kept in Christ Jesus. In other words, the testimony of God is fully realized in Jesus Christ. So the ark is called the ark of the testimony.
 
Our brother Hosea shared with us the testimony of Jesus. What is the testimony of Jesus? We find the testimony of Jesus is what Jesus told of Himself. If we testify of ourselves, ours is not true because we do not know our heart. But the testimony of Jesus is different. He said ‘even if I witness of Myself, My witness is true because I know where I come from and I know where I am going’. He knows He is the son of God. He knows that He is one with the Father. He knows He is from the beginning. And He knows where He is going to. He is going back to His father. He will return to His glory. He will be the King of kings and Lord of lords. He will receive everything as His inheritance. He knows where He is going and because of that He can witness of Himself. Nobody really knew Him. He said no one knows me except the Father. And no one knows the Father but Me. We find the Father testified of Him. Three times the heaven opened and a voice from heaven said, ‘this is My beloved Son, in whom I found My delight’. The Father testified of Him and He testified of Himself and by their testimony we know Him. So our brother told us that through the Book of John, we know what the testimony of Jesus is. The testimony of Jesus is what He said of Himself. He said I am the great I am. You remember in the Old Testament time when God appeared to Moses in the burning bush, Moses asked what His name was: what can I tell the people of your name. And the angel in the burning bush said, ‘I am that I am’. This is My memorable name. This is a very strange name. If some people ask you who you are, you said I am, and you have not finished saying it yet. But God said I am, because He is infinite. I am that I am. I am self-existent and I am everything. Whatever you need, that is what I am. That is what our Lord Jesus is. He is the great I am and we can come to Him and find that our all is in Him. Our brother told us that in the Book of John there are seven great ‘I am’. I hope you will go to the Gospel of John and find out the seven great I am. What is the testimony of Jesus? Our brother said the testimony of Jesus is what He has done. There are seven signs in the Gospel of John. You know the word miracle in the Gospel of John is sign. What is a sign? You know when we came to this university we looked for signs that would tell us the way to this conference. At a turn you got lost, but then you found a sign telling you to turn that way. So that was how we found the place. When we were in group fellowship time, there was no sign on the road. There was a sign in the place saying this is the brother’s meeting. But on the way, there were no signs. And I was lost. Now that is what a sign is. All the miracles of our Lord Jesus were not just wonders but they were signs. Through these miracles, they pointed you to someone or somewhere. They all pointed you to the Lord Himself; how He is the resurrection and the life, how He is the light of the world and He is everything. And you find that these signs coincided with what He said. Now that is the testimony of Jesus.
Our testimony – we mention again and again we have nothing to talk about ourselves. If we talk about ourselves, it means we do not know ourselves. When God appeared to Job, you remember that Job talked a lot. And his friends talked a lot. Everybody was talking until God appeared.
God said ‘who used all these words of innocence to conceal my counsels’. And God appeared to Job. And Job said ‘now I said once and no more. Formally I hear about you but now I see you. I repent in dust and ashes. I abhor myself’.
 
So brothers and sisters, our testimony does not mean we testify ourselves. What is our testimony? Our testimony is none other than the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus. The testimony of God and of the Lord Jesus is entrusted to us. And that is what we need to bear testimony to. We live for that testimony. We speak for that testimony. The testimony is everything to us. Brothers and sisters, how we need the Lord to work in our lives if we are to bear this testimony. The apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4 mentioned about this ministry. Now we can broaden it and say for this testimony by the mercy of God we faint not. You know whenever you think of the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus it is so tremendous that we will faint. How can we be the vessel of this testimony? There is no way; it is only by the mercy of God. Paul said otherwise we faint. But what do we do? We have to lay down everything that is contrary to the testimony. We will allow the Lord to work in our life that we may be one with the testimony we bear and that we may commend ourselves to the conscience of other people.
When they hear our testimony, when we talk about the Lord Jesus, they can see that we are people under the lordship of Christ and that our life is one with the testimony. If ever the testimony of Christ is veiled, it is veiled in the heart of those unbelieving so that the radiances of the glory of our Lord Jesus may not be shone upon them. May the Lord help us that we may be one with the testimony we bear.
 
Now this is the last session. We will like to fellowship together of the conflict and conquest of the testimony. This testimony is a tremendous one. In the whole universe there is no testimony greater than this because it testifies of God and what He is. It testifies of our Lord Jesus, who and what He is. So in the whole universe, this is the greatest testimony. And it has the greatest effect because its effect is eternal. It is not something temporal. So brothers and sisters, because of the greatness of this testimony, you find there is the fiercest of conflicts. The conflict of the ages is over this matter of the testimony. It is not in things that are visible. These are just outward appearances and they are deceiving but behind this theme in this universe throughout the ages, there is a conflict going on and it centers upon this testimony – the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus. And this is our testimony.
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. At that time everything was harmonious. The heaven declared the glory of God and the firmament His work. In Romans 1 we are told what we know of God is from the things visible. From the created things, from creation we know the eternity and divinity of God. When you look at the stars, the mountains and all the created things, you can see the eternal power of God and how powerful He is. And you can realize from His divinity that He is different. He is divine. You can see all these things. So in the beginning when God created heaven and earth, it was so beautiful and harmonious. There you find the angels; they worshipped God, probably under the leadership of the archangel. There was peace. And there you find God is God. All creations worship the creator God. In Revelation 4 when God gave John a revelation of the glory of God in creation, you find the four creatures cry out, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy. Glory be to God; for He has made all things, and by His will they were and they have been created’. Everything was created by Him. Everything was created by His will; everything was created to express Him in some way. So everything worshipped God. What a glorious time it was. The testimony of God was there. He was the creator, the maker of all things. And everything worshipped Him and acknowledged Him as God and gave Him the place that He should have.
But unfortunately one of the archangels, Lucifer, rebelled against the testimony of God. Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 opened up a window to look into what happened before this world. Now it tells us that there was an archangel called Lucifer, the brilliant star. Probably he was the highest created creature at that time. The bible said he was created perfect. He was given the highest position any created thing can ever had because he was the anointed cherub over the throne of God. He was beautiful. He was talented. And God gave him great power and position. When he was created, he was perfect. But gradually something happened. Gradually unrighteousness was found in him. Because of all his work, pride began to rise in him. He was above the other angels. Even Michael, the archangel had to acknowledge this one was higher than he was.
Lucifer began to be proud. He was not satisfied what God has given him. In Isaiah 14 he said, I will, I will, I will, I will. He wanted to be equal with God. He wanted to be God. He wanted to be worshipped. The testimony of God was challenged for the first time. But the testimony of God stood. This archangel was cast out of heaven and all that was under his dominion entered into judgment. That archangel turned himself into Satan. People ask all the time whether God created Satan. No, God did not. God created an angel but that angel turned himself into Satan. We do not know how much time has passed. The earth became void, empty and covered with water. But God is love. As a hen He hovered over the waters and He restored this earth to be habitable. And on the sixth day God created man, you and me. It is in His own image.
According to His likeness He created man. Why? Angel failed. Now He created man to be the vessel of His testimony. But how our forefather again challenged the testimony of God. God’s word is true. Whatever He said is true. ‘The day you eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, you will surely die’. Adam and Eve ate the fruit of that tree because Satan deceived them and said they would not die. They listened to Satan instead of listening to God. And surely on that day, they died. Yes, their body lived on for hundreds of years, longer than any of us. And they begot many sons and daughters. They were so alive. They produced so many sons and daughters. So is the word of God wrong? No, on the day they ate they died.
Their spirit died. The contact with God was gone. God is spirit and one has to worship Him in spirit. But now the spirit was dead and there was no communication with God. And they were driven out of the Garden of Eden.
Brothers and sisters, since that time you find the testimony of God suffered. But God never gave up His testimony. Not only creation testifies that God is God. We find human history is testifying that God is God. One day when the apostle Paul came to Athens, he saw an altar with an inscription that said ‘to an unknown God’. So Paul used this as an excuse to introduce to them the one and true God. This is in Acts 17. And Paul said, ‘the God who created the heaven and the earth, He does not dwell in the temple made by hand nor does He need anyone to supply Him or help Him. Instead He gave life and breath to all. Everything comes from Him. Not only that but in one blood He made all nations’. We know all nations come from one blood even though today you find so many nations and so many different appearances. But they all come from one blood. With one blood God made all nations and by His determination, He determined the time and boundaries. Why is China in that place? Why is America in the continent of America? Why did this nation last thirty years and the other nation last five thousand years? It is God, He foreordained time and boundaries. He is the one who raised up people to the throne. He is the one who kept them down. He rules over all. You know all the changes in this world and all history are under His control. We said history is His story. That is true. Even human history, any change or any happening are His story. Nebuchadnezzar thought he was great. He thought he could do anything. He thought he did it all. And God said to him through Daniel, ‘Remember the heaven still rules all’.
Brothers and sisters, Hitler or anybody else or any nations, no matter how and what they did, the testimony of God is there. God is God. He rules over all. Of course He is challenged but no matter how He is challenged, His testimony is still there. Look at our Lord Jesus. When He came to this earth He was the testimony. And how Satan hated it. At His birth Satan tried to kill him. Herod wanted to kill the child. When our Lord began His ministry, He went to His native place, Nazareth and you find His own people wanted to throw Him down the cliff. But He walked straight out. Brothers and sisters, you found at Calvary, the enemy thought that now they had gained an upper hand and they finally could get rid of Him. But before our Lord died, He shouted ‘it is finished’. The work was done. The enemy was cast out. That enemy was defeated. And then this testimony is entrusted to the church. We already mentioned how the church in the beginning bore this testimony in a glorious way. The enemy came in with persecution. But the more he persecuted the stronger and the wider the church spread. During the Roman Empire end times, they persecuted the Christians. They tried to wipe out Christians and the testimony of Jesus. But as our brother mentioned, it was the Roman Empire that was finished. The church, the vessel of God’s testimony stood. So the enemy changed his tactics. He tried to use deception. He tried to slip in heresies. He had to corrupt the children of God. And again it seemed that he was successful. If you read church history, it seemed that he was so successful. When you come to the dark age, you find that even the simplest truth was gone. The bible was chained and the people thought they had to work their way to heaven by accumulating merits. But very few had enough merits to go to heaven when they died. And that was the reason after one died, one had to go to purgatory. And then Satan invented a way. How can you be delivered out of purgatory? And there was where mass comes in. One could be delivered by doing mass and by saying some rosaries; by praying to Mary and the saints because they were saints and they were canonized. They had more merits than they needed to go to heaven and so if you pray to them they would give you some and delivered you out of purgatory. And at the time of the 16th century, during the time of Martin Luther, they sold indulgencies. You know the pope wanted money. So they said ‘here were those indulgencies. If you committed certain sins, you pay certain amount of money and then your sins will be forgiven and you will come out of purgatory. When the money was dropped into the box, the soul flies out from there’. So people bought into indulgencies.
Brothers and sisters, this was Christianity. The enemy seemed to succeed in destroying the testimony of God. And now, if you read the recent history of the church, you read the official church history. But there is another hidden history of the church. You will find even from the first century onward, there was never a time that God did not raise up people for the testimony of Jesus. You find in church history when the church failed in the testimony, God raised up some people, a minority. They returned to the bible. They returned to Christ. They returned to the unity of the body of Christ. You find in church history they were hidden because they were persecuted by the official church. Their books were being destroyed. So people barely knew about them. And they were martyred so their history was hidden. But thank God their hidden history was gradually revealed. We now know more of their hidden history like the Novatians, the Waldenses etc. When you read their stories you will be moved. Their desire was to return to Christ and return to the bible. They met together in simplicity. They loved one another. But they were persecuted by the official church. Many were martyred yet they were faithful even until death. Throughout the generations you will find these people. The testimony of Jesus was always there but they had to pay with a great cost.
In the 16th century, the reformers Martin Luther, John Calvin, and all these people looked at the darkness of Christianity and they began to rise up and speak out. They maintained that we needed an open bible. Justification is by faith but it was not allowed by Christianity at that time. How they were persecuted! We all know about the reformation. Reformation was trying to return to God. But reformation did not go all the way. Why? Because during the reformation it was so difficult. The reformers received the help of those princes and they could not go all the way. Martin Luther knew very well the universal priesthood of believers. He knew very well how the church was. It is the body of Christ. It composes of none other but the true believers.
And he really longed for that. He tried to make a church within the church. He saw many of them within the church were not believers. They were baptized. But they were non-believers.
How could they serve God? How could they be priests? It was impossible. How could they come together as one and worship God? He saw it but could not do it. Even during his time there were some people who saw that the revelation did not go far enough. They wanted to return to the bible. They wanted to return to Christ. But they were persecuted, not just by the Catholics, but by the so called protestants. They were put to death. They were called Anabaptists because they said infant baptism was wrong. That baptismal regeneration was wrong. You have to believe and then be baptized. So they were called Anabaptists. You know what the official church did to them? They said you want to baptize? Then the officials put a stone around their neck and threw them into the water and drowned them. Brothers and sisters, they paid the price for the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus. Thank God throughout the centuries there were people who were moved by the love of God. They were not content with the outward appearance. They wanted to go back to Christ. They wanted to go back to the word of God. They wanted to follow the Lamb wherever He goes and they paid the price.
The Moravians were persecuted by the official church. They had to flee for their lives. So finally Zinzendorf opened his estate. However, they could not agree with each other. Some emphasized this truth, others emphasized that truth. They just could not be one. But thank God, one day when they came together before the table, the Spirit of God moved them, the love of Christ met them and they were melted into one. And from the Moravians every one of four went out to preach the gospel. They went out with a profession to support themselves. In order to preach the gospel, some sold themselves to be slaves in order to share Christ with the slaves.
Brothers and sisters, there were the Methodists, the Wesleyans, the Puritans; they were persecuted and they fled to this country for the freedom of worship. You can find this in the history in every stage and every generation. Even though the testimony of God and of Jesus was challenged, and yet it always stands.
Even to this day it is still true. In the book of Revelation, you find the call for overcomers come from God. When the general is falling away from the testimony of Jesus, the Spirit of God is speaking to the church ‘He who overcomes’. At the end of the first century, the call came out. You know John himself is an overcomer. He was exiled to the Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus. Now the call to overcome is to overcome the present falling condition. The call is to overcome falling away from the testimony of Jesus and to return to the testimony of Jesus. Thank God that in every generation and in every age there were overcomers who maintain the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus. In Revelation 6 you find at the sound of the opening up of the fifth seal, there were souls under the altar. They were slain and martyred for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus. These are the martyrs throughout the centuries and they are under the altar. When God begins to make a new move; when God is going to change this age of grace to the age of judgment, He has to have some people to agree with Him. You know today is the age of grace. When our Lord was crucified, He said ‘Father forgive them, for they know not what they are doing’. When the first martyr Stephen was stoned to death, he cried and said ‘Lord, do not put the sins on them’. Throughout the ages and centuries, whenever one martyred for the Lord, they asked God to forgive the people. Why? It is because this is the age of grace.
But now God is going to change the age from grace to judgement. So you find it begins with the prayer of these souls. ‘Lord when will you avenge yourself’? When you come to chapter 7, you have numerous people standing before the throne with white robes, with palm leaves, and there they glorify the Lord. Who are they? They are those who have gone through tribulations. They have washed their robes. They are the overcomers of the ages. God will wipe away their tears because they shed much tears on earth and not for themselves but for the testimony of Jesus.
Throughout the ages, there are those who maintained the testimony of Jesus – that Jesus is Lord and He is Lord of all. They paid their life for the testimony. You come to chapter 12, and you see that man child who is the overcomers in the last ages. They overcome the accusers by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony. And they love not their life even unto death. They maintain the testimony of Jesus. And when you come to chapter 14, you find the 144,000 standing with the Lamb on mount Zion. It is not the mount Zion on earth; it is the mount Zion in heaven. 144,000 is a whole number. Jehovah witness said the 144,000 has already been fulfilled. So if you are Jehovah witness you are second citizens. But the 144,000 is a numberless whole. It is a multiple of 12, it means whole. So you find that God has His overcomers, even though the call to overcome is individual and yet the overcomers bear the witness as one. They follow the Lamb wherever He goes. When you come to chapter 15, you find there were some who stand on the glass sea. And they sing the song of Moses and of the Lamb. They were those who were martyred during the great tribulations. When you come to chapter 19, you will find there was a shout in heaven. The marriage of the Lamb has come. And His bride made herself ready. He will be given the dress of white, shiny linen.
Dear brothers and sisters, who is the bride? She is ready. You know in a marriage, it is always the bridegroom anxiously waiting for the bride. I know only one occasion where the bride waited for the bridegroom and that was Hudson Taylor’s grandfather. On the day of his marriage, he suddenly realized that was a great responsibility. So he went to the pew to pray. He prayed and prayed and forgot about the time. When he ended the prayer, it was already late. The bride was there waiting. So he hurried back to the chapel and got married. Our Lord is the bridegroom. He is waiting for His bride. But the bride is not ready. You know I believe in the first century, if the bride was ready He would have come. But they were not ready. The bridegroom waited for them. Twenty centuries have passed. The bridegroom in heaven is still waiting. How anxious He must be. But we are not ready. Our wedding garment is not ready. That embroidered, white shining linen is not ready. The Holy Spirit patiently works needle by needle Christ into our life. What a slow work. But the Holy Spirit is so patient. He is embroidering Christ into our life so that we may have our wedding garment. But thank God, the day has come. The bride has made herself ready by grace. The overcomers of all the ages have maintained the testimony of Christ. They are one with Christ. They have grown into maturity. They are conformed into the image of Christ. How can Christ marry an immature woman? The church has to be mature. It will be mature first in the overcomers and then marriage of the Lamb will come. Oh, what a joyous time it will be. I believe the marriage feast lasts for a thousand years and then into eternity. And in eternity all who are the Lord’s shall become the bride of the Lamb, the holy city, Jerusalem. So brothers and sisters, in spite of the fact that the testimony of God and the testimony of Jesus have been challenged, yet thank God, it always stands. In spite of the failure of the vessel, somehow by God’s grace it will be restored to perfection. So brothers and sisters, let our prayer be, ‘come Lord Jesus’.
 
Come Lord Jesus. Make us ready. That Thy heart may be satisfied. Once again we offered ourselves to Thee. Work in us until Thou can see Thyself in us; not only individually but corporately. Oh that Thou may come. Please, come Lord Jesus. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
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