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I. BODY VISION
 
A few weeks ago I received a message from a young brother. He said all the three speakers speaking this time are Chinese speaking. He asked if I could speak English. I considered this matter very carefully before the Lord. After much prayer, I feel that I should comply. Usually I speak in Chinese and my brother will interpret in English. But this time we will reverse it. Thank God, on the day of Pentecost, the confusion of tongues was being reversed. So now this matter of language should not be a distinction or discrimination. Thank God, we are above all these distinctions. In Christ we are one. So bear with me that I will use English this morning.
 
The theme for our time is The Head and The Body - Christ the Head, the Church the Body. This is a very important theme because it touches the very heart of God. It is the very center of God's eternal purpose. It is the vision that every believer must catch. It is very, very basic and yet it is very profound. So we need to look to the Lord that our time together will really be blessed of Him, that the spirit of wisdom and revelation might be given, that we may really enter into it. The responsibility of my brother is on Christ the Head, and my part is to fellowship on the Body. But before we go into this matter of the Body, I think there are several cautions that I have to mention.
(148)
First, the Head and the Body are one. They can be distinguished but they cannot be separated. So when we are talking about this matter of the body, we must remember that it is just for the sake of explanation. It cannot, and never can be, separated from the Head because according to the Scripture, the Body comes out of the Head and the Body grows into the Head. So the Head and the Body are one.
 
Second, we need to remember that the Head is always on the top and the Body is always underneath. This order can never be reversed. We must always remember that Christ is the Head and the Church is just the Body.
 
Third, when we consider this matter of the Body, it is only within the context of the Head. We cannot mention the Body independently. So far as the Head is concerned, so far as Christ is concerned, of course we can mention Him exclusively, but this is impossible with the Body. So whenever we are talking about this matter of the Body, never forget the Head, because we can only see the Body through the Head.
 
Fourth, this matter of the Head and the Body is not theory; it is a reality. For this reason we have to look to the Lord for Him to give (149) us the spirit of wisdom and revelation. Otherwise, we will never be able to really enter into this truth.
 
Fifth, we should not neglect the Body, nor should we overemphasize the Body because we find that among God's people there are such extremities. Many Christians never consider this matter of the Body of Christ. Their whole approach is personal. They do not see the corporateness of the Body, and for this reason they fall short of the purpose of God. So the body is something that we should never neglect. Yet on the other hand, there are people who overemphasize the Body. They talk about the Body all the time without mentioning the Head. They lift the Church above Christ, and that is something very, very wrong. So I hope that we will be cautious about these points.
 
God willing, during these four sessions we will look at the Body from four directions. This time we would like to consider Body Vision. The next time we would like to consider Body Calling. The third session will be Body Principles. The final one will be Body Living.
 
Acts 26:4-20: My manner of life then from my youth, which from its commencement was passed among my nation in Jerusalem, know all the Jews, who knew me before from the outset of my life, if (150) they would bear witness, that according to the strictest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. And now I stand to be judged because of the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers, to which our whole twelve tribes serving incessantly day and night hope to arrive; about which hope, O king, I am accused of the Jews. Why should it be judged a thing incredible in your sight if God raises the dead? I indeed myself thought that I ought to do much against the name of Jesus the Nazaraean. Which also I did in Jerusalem, and myself shut up in prisons many of the saints, having received the authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death I gave my vote. And often punishing them in all the synagogues, I compelled them to blaspheme. And, being exceedingly furious against them, I persecuted them even to cities out of our own land. And when, engaged in this, I was journeying to Damascus, with authority and power from the chief priests, at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me. And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads. And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: but rise up and stand on thy feet; for, for this purpose have I appeared to thee, to appoint thee to be a servant and a witness both of what thou bast seen, and of what I shall appear to thee in, taking thee out from among the (151) people, and the nations, to whom I send thee, to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me. Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision; but have, first to those both in Damascus and Jerusalem, and to all the region of Judaea, and to the nations, announced that they should repent and turn to God, doing works worthy of repentance.
 
Ephesians 1:22-23: 'and has put all things under his feet [under the feet of Christ], and gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all.
 
Let's commit the word to the Lord:
Dear Lord, we do praise and thank Thee that we may gather together unto Thy name. We do believe that Thou art in our midst. By faith we can sense Thy presence. Lord, speak, Thy servants hear it, that Thou may be glorified. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 
Vision is very, very important to us Christians. By vision, we do
not mean something that we see physically. We mean something that is deeper than that because even in the case of Paul, even though he did physically see the Lord and he heard the voice of the Lord, yet it was something deeper than the physical. When he mentioned his (152) experience in Galatians, he said, "It pleased God to reveal His Son in me." So vision is something more than just outward; it is something within. It is when the Holy Spirit reveals the mind of God to our spirit. In our spirit we see something. Or to put it in another way, we see with our spiritual eyes into the heart of God. We see what is in God's heart, what He is really after, what His purpose is before the foundation of the world. That is what we mean by heavenly vision.
 
In Proverbs 29:18 Solomon said, "Where there is no vision the people cast off restraint." Some versions say, "Where there is no vision the people perish" or "the people disintegrate" or "the people cast off restraint." How important vision is to God's people! If there is no vision, then we cast off all restraint. If there is no vision, then we will all scatter to the four corners of the world, and if there is no vision, we are spiritually perishing because heavenly vision gives us direction. It not only gives us direction, it also gives us strength; it also gives us endurance. When we are faced with trouble, vision gives us that strength to press on. So especially, we who are living at the very end of the end times, we find that the pressures around us are very heavy. Everything is being contested. As the Bible says, "The day will come when there will not only be shaking on earth but shaking in heaven." Everything that can be shaken will be shaken because the unshakeable kingdom is in sight.
(153)
When we are facing such situations, what will give us the direction so that we will know where we are heading, that we will not be drifting but pressing on towards a certain goal? Vision gives us that goal. As we are pressing towards the goal, we need strength. Where can we get that strength? Again, you find vision gives us that strength. When we are pressing towards the goal, there are many difficulties along the way because the Christian life is like an obstacle race. Again, it is vision that gives us endurance.
 
In my contact with God's people in many places, I find that the greatest need among God's people today is this matter of vision. God's people lack vision; therefore, they are just drifting. God’s people lack vision; therefore, they are scattered all over. God’s people lack vision; therefore when they meet some difficulties, immediately they collapse. Vision is the greatest need among God’s people today. So we need to ask ourselves: Do we have vision? What do we see in that vision? Have we touched the very heart of God? Do we know God's purpose for us? We need to be very clear on that because if we are not clear on this matter of vision, how can we go on? So may the Lord have mercy upon us that we may be a people with vision. Now, what is that vision?
 
We remember when the Apostle Paul defended himself before King Agrippa, he concluded his whole life and ministry into one (154) sentence. He said, "Thereupon, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision." This heavenly vision explains everything. So we would like to go back and look at this heavenly vision.
 
We know that the Apostle Paul saw this vision on the road to Damascus, and this is mentioned in the book of Acts three times. Acts chapter 9 is the record of what happened to Paul on the road to Damascus. Luke recorded this fact so it is an historical record. Then in chapter 22, it was Paul's defense before the Jews. The last time he was in Jerusalem there was a turmoil and then he was rescued by the Roman soldiers. When the crowd pressed toward him, he asked permission to talk to them. So he spoke to the Jews in Jerusalem and he related his past experience. The third time it is spoken of is in chapter 26. That is his defense before the Gentiles and again he mentioned his experience on the road to Damascus. This testimony of Paul concerning the heavenly vision is mentioned three times in the book of Acts. Whenever you find something mentioned more than once, it means that the Holy Spirit is trying to attract your attention so that you may look into this matter, because two or three are the number of witnesses. In other words, what happened to Paul is presented before us once, twice, thrice, that we too may catch the same vision. I believe this is the intention of the Holy Spirit. Now if this is the intention of the Holy Spirit, then I hope that we will really catch it. So let us go through this experience.
(155)
Paul's Heavenly Vision
 
We know that the Apostle Paul was formerly called Saul of Tarsus. He was born in the city of Tarsus, a citizen of Rome by birth. At that time, most people in the Roman Empire were slaves because they were conquered by the Romans. The slaves did not have any rights but the Romans had the rights. Because Saul was born in the city of Tarsus, he was considered as a Roman citizen by birth, so he had rights. This city was a Gentile city. So during that time the culture was Greek. Politically, it was Roman, but culturally, it was Greek. So when Saul was young, he was brought up under a Greek culture; but being born to a Hebrew family, he was reared in Hebrew customs. Very probably, when he was made a son of the law at the age of twelve or thirteen, he went to Jerusalem, and there he sat at the feet of Gamaliel. Gamaliel was one of the great rabbis during that time. He was the grandson of Hilliel. The young man Saul sat at the feet of Gamaliel and he was educated under the strictest rule of the Jewish religion. He was very deep in Jewish tradition and he was a very religious person too. Most young people seek after worldly things, and yet this young man sought after spiritual things. He was educated as a Pharisee, and he was a true Pharisee. We remember that our Lord Jesus denounced the Pharisees. He called the Pharisees: "You hypocrites!" But this young man Saul was a true Pharisee. He really kept the law very strictly. He followed everything (156) according to the tradition of the fathers and he was very, very zealous. So at that time he became a leader in persecuting the followers of Jesus of Nazareth because, according to the Pharisees, they considered our Lord Jesus as an impostor of Jewish religion. For this reason, Saul was determined to wipe out all the followers of Jesus of Nazareth. He was really more advanced than his contemporaries. So he persecuted the Christians both in Jerusalem and in Jewish cities. He even got the documents from the high priest to go to Gentile cities to seize those followers of Jesus and bring them to Jerusalem to be condemned.
 
One day he was on his way to Damascus. The purpose of his travel was to go to Damascus to seize the followers of Jesus and bring them to Jerusalem to be judged. But while he was approaching the city of Damascus at noontime, suddenly a light brighter than the noonday sun shone upon him and he was smitten by that light. He fell upon the ground and he heard a voice speaking in the Hebrew tongue: "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”
 
If we understand the meaning of that figure of speech, we can see there is deep meaning in it. In the old days, when the farmers farmed the land, they used an ox or a horse to draw the plow. The ox (157) was usually under a yoke and the farmer would lay his hand on the plow to guide it so it would make a straight furrow (brazda). In the other hand he would hold (plug) a sharp instrument which was called a goad. So as he was guiding the ox to till the ground, the ox had its own idea. Sometimes the ox would not listen to the master and then the furrow would not be straight. When such a thing happened, the farmer would use his goad and very gently touch the leg of the ox just to remind him. But the ox, being so stubborn, kicked back; and when it kicked back, it hurt. After a number of times of being hurt, then he learned obedience to do the will of the master.
 
When the risen Lord said to Saul, "It is hard for you to kick against the goads," the Lord was telling Saul that he is not his own master and that he has a master. Isn't it true that we always forget that we have a Master? We always think that we are our own masters. We think we can do what we want to do, that we are in this world just to do our own will. But God is telling us that when we are born into the world, every one has a purpose. God has a purpose for each one of us. He is our Master and He wants us to do His will. That is the reason why we are in this world, but we do not know it. We try to do our own will and sometimes God will just prick us a little bit. But instead of learning our lesson, we kick back and we get hurt. That is what is happening to every one of us.
(158)
The Vision of Jesus as Lord
 
This young man Saul was carrying out his own will. He thought the way to serve God was to kill the Christians. In other words, he was trying to force his own will. He forgot that he had a Master. He forgot that God had a will upon his life. He was doing something against God's will for him. So, oftentimes, you find God would just prick him a little bit. Saul was there when Stephen was defending himself before the people. He was there and he saw Stephen dying, and being an honest person and a true Pharisee, his conscience could not help but be pricked. Probably, at the death of Stephen, that touch of the goads was very prominent, but he kicked back instead of yielding to the voice of his conscience.
 
In chapter 9 of Acts, he doubled his efforts in persecuting the believers. He tried to silence his conscience. So on the road to Damascus the Lord reminded him: "It is hard for you to kick against the goads. You have kicked against the goads many times. Now it is time that you understand. It is time that you yield yourself.”
 
When Saul heard that, he asked: "Lord, who are You?” Immediately, he addressed the One who talked to him as “Lord." Formerly, he was his own lord, but now he recognized there was One greater than he, mightier than he. He was no match for that Person, (159) so he called Him "Lord." Even though he did not know who He was yet he called Him "Lord." He said, "Lord, who are You? You are my Lord now. I belong to You now. What do You want me to do?” Here you find, on the way to Damascus, he saw Jesus as Lord.
 
In this heavenly vision, the most important part, the central part of that vision, is seeing Jesus as Lord. Because God has established Jesus as Head over all things, we must really see that He is Head over all things. We cannot see the Body outside the context of the Head. Whatever you see out of the context of Christ the Head is false. So we have to consider this matter of the Body within the context of the Head. But first of all, Saul saw Jesus as the Lord and he yielded himself to the Lord because his second question was: "What shall I do, Lord?" Saul had never asked anybody what he should do before. He was very sure of himself. He knew what he was going to do and he would command others to do likewise. Probably, for the first time, he said, "Lord, what shall I do? I have come to the end of myself and now You are my Lord. You have to tell me what I should do." That is the heavenly vision. That is something that all of us must see. Do we see that our Lord Jesus is really our Lord? It is not just saying, "Lord, Lord," or like Peter said, "Lord, never.”
 
Is it true in our daily lives that Jesus is Lord? Our Lord Jesus Himself said "Many will say 'Lord, Lord.' And the Lord said, do (160) not approve of you because you do not do My Father's will.'" So it is very, very important that we really have this heavenly vision and not just mentally know that Jesus is Lord. Yes, God has exalted Him and made Him Lord and Christ, but it has to be something real with us. In our spirit we must really see that Jesus is Lord. He is not one whom we can despise. We have to bow before Him and allow Him to be really Lord of our lives; not Lord occasionally, not Lord in certain areas of our life, but He must be Lord of all.
 
I think you have probably heard about these words by F. B. Meyer. He had a very famous saying because in his own experience the Lord Jesus came to him and asked for the keys of his life. He had a bundle of keys, big keys and small keys to many areas of his life. When the Lord asked for these keys, he gave the Lord every key except a small one. There was a closet he wanted to keep for himself. And it is said when the Lord saw that, the Lord refused to accept the keys and said, "If I am not the Lord of all, I am not Lord at all.” (That is the famous saying.) So finally, by the grace of God, F. B. Meyer gave the Lord that small key too.
 
How we need to see in our spirit that our Lord Jesus is really Lord of all. We need to hand over every key of our life to Him. Let us have this transaction before Him. If we do not have this transaction, how can we go on spiritually? How can we face all the (161) pressures of the world? So this is the important part of the heavenly vision.
 
The Vision of the One Body
 
After Saul saw Jesus is Lord, at the same time he said, “Lord, who are You?" And the heavenly voice said, "I am Jesus whom thou persecutest." You know, Saul was a Pharisee and Pharisees have their reasoning. They are used to their reasoning. So as a Pharisee, probably, it would be very natural for him to argue in this way: "Lord, if you are Jesus, I have never persecuted You. I have never seen You. You are in heaven, I cannot reach You. How can You say that I persecuted You?”
 
He had every reason to argue. If what you see is just in your mind, then no doubt you will argue; but Saul saw it in his spirit. When you see something in your spirit, the argument goes out of the window because you see through. He saw that even though he persecuted only the followers of Jesus, yet in touching them he touched the Head. What a revelation that is! On the road to Damascus Saul saw this vision. The believers whom he persecuted - many in Jerusalem, many in the cities of Judea, and even in some Gentile cities. In an instant he realized that all these many individual (162) Christians were the Body connected with its Head. When you touch any member of the Body, you touch the Head.
 
If I touch the arm of my brother, he would say, "Why do you touch me?" He would not be so specific and say, "Why do you touch my arm? Or "why do you touch my finger?" He would say, "Why do you touch me?" It is because all the members of the body belong to the head.
 
On the road to Damascus he saw the Body. It was a revelation. He saw that all those Christians in many cities were members of the one Body, and it is the Body of Christ. So the Head and the Body are inseparable. Do we have such a vision? Our problem is that we are so individualistic. Even in our spiritual pursuit, we seek for our personal spirituality that we may be so spiritual that we can be set up as a monument for people to look at and admire. In the will of God, you find that His purpose is always corporate. Why? It is because our Lord Jesus is so full and rich. The Bible speaks of the unsearchable riches of Christ. All the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily. Because He is so full and so rich no one person can contain the infinite riches of Christ. No one person can express the glory of our Christ. It takes many members, one Body with many members, to contain the riches of the Head and to manifest the glory of the Head.
(163)
So you find on the road to Damascus, Saul saw the Body. The Head is in heaven but the Body covers the whole universe. From the first one who believed in the Lord Jesus to the last one who believes in the Lord Jesus, throughout the whole universe, everywhere, they are just members. No one individual is a body; they are just members. But even though the members are many, the body is only one - one Head, one Body. Do we really see it in our spirit? Do we really see that we are but members of the one Body and this Body is united with Christ the Head?
 
Saul saw Jesus as Lord on the road to Damascus and he yielded himself to Him. Throughout (De-a lungul) his life he followed the Lord faithfully, submitting himself to the Lord completely. But here, concerning the Body, Saul said, "Lord, what shall I do? Now I am at Your disposal. Whatever You want me to do I will get up and do it." Saul had a very strong will and was full of energy. So it is as if he said, "Lord, I am here. Now what do You want me to do?" He offered himself to the Lord for service and he fully expected the Lord to tell him, “Saul, go there; do this," because he was a person who was so individualistic. Instead of that, the Lord said, "You get up and go to Damascus. You wait there and I will send someone to tell you what I want you to do." Do you know that this is very humiliating? Saul was used to being the head and now he surrendered his headship and he took the Lord Jesus as Head. Yet the Lord said, "You need not (164) only Me; you need somebody else too. I will not tell you what I want you to do, but I will send someone to tell you." It was very difficult for Saul but he learned the lesson. He saw the body - one body, many members, and no one member is a body.
 
How we need our Head! How we need one another! I think probably it is easier for us to know that we need the Head; at least, mentally we consent to that. We need the Head. Without Him we can do nothing. Therefore, among many Christians there is a very spiritual saying, "My Lord and I. That's it. I don't care about anybody. It is just my Lord and I. I need the Lord and the Lord needs me, and that's it." We feel that we are such that we do not need any members of the Body. But if we think we see the Body and not see our own limitations, or not see our need for our brothers and sisters, then we do not see the Body.
 
God not only gave Saul a vision of the body but from the very beginning God put him into practice to show him that, no matter who he is, he needs other members of the Body. He said, "I will not tell you what to do. Go and wait. Then I will send someone to tell you.” So from the very beginning, this matter of the Body was not a theory to Saul.
(165)
The Body is a Reality
 
When Saul got up from the ground, he opened his eyes. He could not see and he was led into the city of Damascus. So the heavenly vision actually continued on, not only on the road to Damascus, but even continued on to the city of Damascus. There Saul waited. Waiting is most difficult for our flesh, and Saul must have had a big flesh. But he learned the lesson. He learned to allow the cross to work into his life. To enter into the life of the Body, the cross is a must (necesita). Many people do not know the Body. It is because they deny taking up that cross. But the cross will give us the Body as it gives us the Head.
 
Saul was in Damascus three days and three nights fasting and praying. Then, in a vision, the Lord showed him a little man. It was not the Lord in heaven, the glorious Lord. In the vision he saw a little man called Ananias coming in, laying his hands on him, and opened his eyes. At the same time, the Lord appeared to Ananias in a vision and said, "Ananias, you go to the street called Straight; find that man, Saul of Tarsus, lay hands on him and open his eyes.”
 
Ananias said, "Lord, I have heard of this man. He is pretty famous because he persecuted Your followers in Jerusalem and in Judea, and he is coming here to seize us. Now how can I go and see (166) him, offer myself to him, that he may seize me and bring me to Jerusalem?”
 
The Lord said, "You go; he is My chosen vessel. He will bear witness for Me before nations.”
 
Ananias was known in Damascus because the Jews in Damascus knew that he was a very pious person, but he was not internationally known. Saul was internationally known. So if you compare Saul with Ananias, Saul was a bigger person than Ananias. Also, Ananias appeared only once, here, and that's it. And Saul, you find his record as Paul throughout. How strange it is that God used a little member to help a big member that there might be equality in the Body. Here you find the practice of the body life. How we need one another, helping one another, building up one another. So again you find this matter of the Body is not a theory. It is not only a vision seen, but also something that must be practiced.
 
So Ananias went in and laid hands on him. Laying on hands means identification. These two men could not meet formerly because they were enemies. If they met, one would die. But here you find these two men in Christ became one. Laying on hands means identification. I am identified with you; you are identified with me. We are in the one Body.
(167)
Dear brothers and sisters, isn't that beautiful? Here you find Ananias said, "Saul, brother." He did not say, "Saul, persecutor." He said, "Saul, brother." I wonder how Saul felt to hear someone that he came to persecute call him brother. I believe that his heart was melted. How he thanked God for the mercy of God, that a persecutor became a brother! What grace is behind it! How lovely for brethren to dwell together in peace!
 
No wonder his eyes were opened. And when his eyes were opened, the first thing he saw was his brother, Ananias. And he was filled with the Holy Spirit. He was baptized, and he went in and out with the brothers and sisters there, witnessing for the Lord. So this is the heavenly vision - Christ the Head, the Church the Body. And it is no theory; it is something very real. Is it real in our lives? Is the Church really the Body of Christ? And do we really live that body life? Do we really see that we need one another just as we need our Lord Jesus?
 
I cannot forget what one brother has said. One day a brother visited George Cutting. Now George Cutting was the author of the little booklet Safety, Certainty, and Enjoyment. It is very famous and God used that booklet to save many, many people. At that time, he was over ninety already, and he was drifting in and out of life. This brother went to visit him and he had to sit by his bedside and wait for (168) him to wake up. So when George Cutting woke up, he said to this brother: "I cannot do without Him and He cannot do without me.” He referred to the Lord. "I cannot do without the Lord, and the Lord cannot do without me." There is depth there. We know that we cannot do without Him, but can you say that He cannot do without you? You really will come to that point.
 
And our brother just used that and applied it to the Body. He said, "I cannot do without you and you cannot do without me." I cannot do without my brother, and my brother cannot do without me. We need one another. This is the heavenly vision and this is something that we need to see. It is not something that we just talk about and listen to. To a number of you here, you have probably heard this many, many times until you are tired of it. And maybe to some, it is new. But whatever it may be, do not treat it lightly. Do not think that because you have heard it you know it. No, bring it to the Lord and ask the Lord to reveal it to you.
 
The Mystery of Christ Revealed
 
This matter is the mystery of God, the mystery of the Christ. In Ephesians 3, Paul said, "By the way I write you know I know the mystery. It has been revealed, given to me by revelation from above.” The mystery of the Christ was hidden through the ages, but now it is (169) being revealed by the Spirit to the holy apostles and prophets. It is something called the mystery of God, the mystery of the Christ, hidden throughout the ages. People before us did not know it, but now, by revelation of the Holy Spirit, it is being made known, and it is now being recorded in the word of God. So maybe to us, when we read the word of God, we say, "Well, it is already there." So when you read it, you say you know it. But do we have it? Because this is by revelation. In other words, this mystery can only be known by revelation. That is its very nature. Therefore, we can only really have it also by revelation. What has been revealed in the word of God has to be revealed to us individually. The Holy Spirit will open our inner eyes and allow us to see it so clearly that our whole being will be absorbed into it and it will become our very life. This is our prayer, that we do not treat these things lightly. Even if you may have the mental knowledge of it, you have to go to the Lord and ask the Lord to open your inner eyes that it become very real to you.
 
This vision became so real to the Apostle Paul that it governed his whole life. From that day onward, his life was completely transformed. And it not only became his life, it became his ministry. If you read the New Testament, you find that among the apostles he was one especially given the vision of the Body of Christ. In the seven epistles he wrote to the churches, in four of them the Body is especially emphasized. For instance, in Romans, from chapter 1-11, (170) Paul relates the mercies of God - how the mercies of God come upon us sinners, how the blood of the Lord washes away our sin, how His cross takes us away with Him, how He justifies us, sanctifies us, and glorifies us. Everything is the mercies of God; but what are the mercies of God for? Where will that lead? When you read Romans 12 and the following chapters, you find it leads to the Body. All the mercies of God that come upon us are for the Body, that the Body may express the Lord Jesus.
 
In I Corinthians, chapters 12-14, people usually think chapter 12 is on spiritual gifts. But if you read carefully, you find it really mentions the Body, because there is the body and there are many members. Therefore, the Holy Spirit will give manifestations to different members of the Body, that the Body may be built up, and the better way is love.
 
In Ephesians and Colossians, of course Ephesians is seeing Christ through the Body, and Colossians is seeing Christ through the Body. One is seeing the Body through the Head and the other is seeing the Head through the Body. That constitutes the ministry of the Apostle Paul.
 
So may the Lord help us that we may have this body vision. That will deliver us from individuality, individualism, and that will deliver (171) us from our smallness, that we will really see Christ the Head and the Church the Body of Christ.
 
Shall we pray:
Dear Lord, we do acknowledge that human words can never express the truth. We need Thy Holy Spirit to reveal the truth and to bring us into the truth. So we bow ourselves before Thee and ask Thee, Lord, that Thou will exercise our hearts that we will bring everything back to Thee and allow Thee to reveal to us. Lord, do deliver us from shallowness. We want reality. Bring us into reality. We ask in Thy precious name. Amen.
 

II. BODY CALLING
 
Ephesians 4: 1-6 — I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, as ye have been also called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all.
 
Colossians 3:15 — And let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body, and be thankful.
 
Shall we pray:
 
Lord, as we gather together in Thy presence we pray that Thou will remove any veil that may be upon our hearts, that we may behold Thee with unveiled face, that we may be transformed from glory to glory as by the Lord the Spirit. Lord, we do praise and thank Thee knowing that Thou art the One who speaks, and we know (174) that Thou art the God who works. So we just offer ourselves to Thee this morning and say, 'Lord, speak, Thy servant heareth; work, we are in Thy hands.' In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 
The heavenly vision that the Apostle Paul saw on the road to Damascus is meant for all of us. It was given to him that through him we may also enter into His vision. It is the will of God that none of us should be lacking in this heavenly vision. He knows how we need such a vision because without it there will be no meaning to our lives. Without such vision we will have no goal whatsoever; our lives on earth will be just drifting. Without vision we do not have the strength to press on. And without vision, when we are faced with problems, difficulties, we have no endurance. Without vision each one of us will be scattered throughout the earth. There will be nothing that really unites us together. So this matter of the heavenly vision is not just something light. It is not something that you can take or not take. It is a must for every believer. If we do not have this vision, we should seek very earnestly until the grace of God comes upon us and we catch that vision. This is our prayer, that by the grace of God every one of us will be given such a heavenly vision.
 
This heavenly vision shows us the very heart of God. It tells us what God's wish is for every one of us, what He is really after in our lives, and how our lives can be valuable to Him. In the heavenly (175) vision that Paul saw on the road to Damascus, first of all, he saw that Jesus of Nazareth is the Lord of all. This was a tremendous revelation to him because according to his past, all that he had learned in Judaism, all that he had learned from the tradition of the fathers, he considered Jesus as an impostor of Judaism. Jesus was someone to be despised; His name should be wiped out from the earth. How he applied himself so zealously to do this very thing! He thought that by doing it he was actually serving God. But there on the road to Damascus the Lord appeared to him and told him that He was Jesus of Nazareth. What a shattering revelation this was to Paul! It transformed his whole life. That gave real meaning to his life, and it joined him together with the very will of God.
 
Life is meaningless (fara inteles, lipsit de sens) if it is not joined to God's will, but life is fulfilled when it is joined to the will of God. This comes by that heavenly vision. So we really need to see that Jesus is Lord. It is not something that we only know mentally but it must be real in our lives. When you see Jesus as Lord, then you cannot help but surrender your life to Him and let Him control and rule over your life. After you see Jesus as Lord, then, naturally, you will begin to see the body. It is from the Lord Jesus that we see the Body of Christ. I think the reason many of God's people do not see the Body of Christ is because they do not have a full picture of the Lord. If you really see Jesus as Lord and you yield your life to Him, then you will naturally (176) begin to see His Body. So we can only talk of the Body of Christ in relation to Christ the Head. Thank God, all who believe in the Lord Jesus throughout the twenty centuries all over this earth, we are one body. Each and every one of us is just a member; and we are members one to another under the headship of our Lord Jesus. So we need to see the Body of Christ. We need to be delivered from our smallness, from being just "I," "me," "myself' and see that we are in a vast Body, a universal Body. We have so many members one of another and we need to be joined together, to love one another and to build up one another. How meaningful is such a life!
 
THE CALLING THAT ACCOMPANIES VISION
 
Now we would like to go a step further to 'body calling'. Not only is there 'body vision', but there is a 'body calling'. We know that the vision God gives is not just a theory; it is not just something beautiful, something for us to contemplate, something just to think over. The vision that God gives to us is indeed heavenly. It is indeed spiritual; it is indeed glorious, but that vision is given to us in order that we may be called into it. In other words, God's vision is always accompanied by God's calling. If there is no calling with the vision then it is just impractical and it will just make you a dreamer, a visionary. It is abstract; it is not real. It is just an idea, just a concept. (177) But our God is very, very practical. So with each vision of God there is always a calling accompanying it.
 
Abraham
 
For instance, in Genesis 12, we find that the God of glory appeared to Abraham. Abraham lived in Ur of Chaldea, which was a city of idols. Tradition tells us that Abraham's father, Terah, was an idol maker. So Abraham lived under such circumstances; yet somehow, he really had a desire for God.
 
According to tradition (Now this is not the Bible. We can talk about it and then forget it.), it was told that this young man was seeking for the real God. So one day when his father was going on a journey, he asked him to take care of all the idols. After his father left, he began to break these idols — break an arm, leg, head, or whatever it might be, So all the idols were just scattered around the room.
 
When his father came back and saw them, he asked his son Abraham: "What happened? How did it come about?"
Abraham said, "After you left, these idols began to have a fight and this is what happened."
And the father said, "Nonsense! It cannot be.”
(178)
So Abraham said, "These idols are false. They are not living."
But anyway, the Bible says that when he was in Ur of Chaldea, the God of glory appeared to him. What a contrast this is! Abraham saw all of those ugly idols.
 
I remember when I was a boy, sometimes we wandered into the temple and saw all those hideous images. We were so frightened, but that is what idols are for. They are to frighten people. And Abraham saw all of those things all the time because it was in his very home. Yet one day, the God of glory appeared to him. What a difference!
Dear brothers and sisters, may the God of glory appear to us, and if there is just one appearing I think we will be satisfied. But when God appeared to him and showed him His glory, it was not just something for him to think about and to dream about thereafter. It was not just to lift him, as it were, to the third heaven where he would just live and become a good-for-nothing, become a dreamer. Not so! We find that when the Lord of glory appeared to him, God called him. God said, "Go away from this land, from your kindred. Go to the place where I will show you." In other words, when the Lord of glory appeared to him, when that vision was given, the calling came to him: "Now you get up. Depart from the old environment, separate from it, and then go to where I want to show you." Thank God, Abraham, by faith, obeyed. As the book of (179) Hebrews says, "By faith he left and he followed not knowing where he was going"; but he knew the Lord of glory.
 
Moses
 
You find the same thing happened to Moses. When Moses was in the wilderness, one day he saw a thorn-bush burning. Now this was a common sight in the wilderness because the wilderness was so dry and the heat was so heavy. So these dried bushes would ignite by themselves, burn for a little while, and then they were gone. But Moses noticed something; there was a thorn-bush burning, but the fire did not consume it. That was a wonder. So he turned aside and tried to look at this scene.
 
When he approached the thorn-bush, the voice coming out from the burning bush said, "Moses, this is holy ground."
 
And Moses removed his shoes. That is the vision. It is the vision of the burning bush. Of course, there are different interpretations to this vision. If you apply it to Moses then God was showing Moses that he was just a thorn-bush. When he was in the palace in Egypt, he thought he was a cedar tree. Now, after all these years in the wilderness, he began to realize that probably he was just a thorn-bush, a thing of curse because thorns and thistles were aborted fruit. (180) They should be fruit but when you fail to produce fruit, they become thistles or thorns. Finally, Moses began to wonder if he were just a thorn-bush who could only prick people and not nourish people. And God was showing that is what he was.
 
Brothers and sisters, who do you think you are? Do you think you are a cedar tree? Or do you realize that you are but a thorn-bush? A thorn-bush is good for nothing but to be burned. Even being burned, a thorn-bush was almost nothing because in a moment it was gone. You cannot get warm from a thorn-bush. So in the sight of God, if we really know ourselves, we are nothing. We should be burned; we should be judged. God is fire; He is holy. We are so unholy; so we should be burned.
 
But thank God, even though the fire was burning the bush, yet the bush was not consumed. Now why is it so? It is not because there is something of the thorn-bush itself; it is because the Lord was in the thorn-bush. So this vision can be interpreted this way. Or it can be interpreted in a larger sphere. The thorn-bush is the children of Israel and they were being burned as slaves in Egypt. But somehow the fire could not consume them. They even grew in the fire. It is because God was with them, and He sent Moses back to deliver the children of Israel.
(181)
When Moses saw this vision, it was not just a sight to behold. Probably, we are very curious. Naturally, we are all curious, and that is when the first sin was committed. Eve was curious. She looked at the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and she wondered and wondered and wondered. That is how sin began. Oftentimes, you find sin begins with curiosity. But the vision was not given for curiosity. With the vision, there was a calling: "Moses, I send you back to Egypt to deliver My people for I have heard their cry.” Thank God, Moses obeyed God. He was reluctant in the beginning but by the grace of God he obeyed.
 
Joshua
 
The same thing happened with Joshua. Joshua led the children of Israel into Canaan, and after they crossed the Jordan River the first enemy city that stood before them was the city of Jericho. As the commander-in-chief of the children of Israel, he went forward and tried to view the city and tried to plan the strategy of conquering the city. While he was doing that, suddenly, he saw a man standing before him with an outstretched sword. That was a vision. So Joshua asked that Man: "Are you for us or against us?" And the Man said, “I come to be the commander of the host of Jehovah." And Joshua fell upon his face and handed over his command to this Man. And this Angel of the Lord is none other but God.
(182)
Isaiah
 
You can go on and on. For instance, Isaiah saw a vision. After King Uzziah died Isaiah went into the temple, and there he saw a vision. He saw the glory of God. God was on the throne and His train filled the temple. The seraphim were crying, "Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty." When Isaiah saw this vision, immediately he cried out: "I am undone because I am a man of unclean lips living among an unclean people." By the grace of God he was being cleansed by the fire from the altar. This was a tremendous vision—seeing the glory, the holiness of God. But with it there was a calling. He heard a voice: "Whom shall we send? Who will go for us?" Isaiah said, “Here am I, send me." So you find that with every vision, there is always a calling.
 
Paul
 
The Apostle Paul was given that heavenly vision on the road to Damascus. The will of God was proclaimed to him by Ananias, that God had chosen him to be a witness, to be a herald, to be one who would witness for the Lord before the nations, and he would suffer much for the Lord's sake.
(183)
With every vision there is a calling because the calling makes the vision practical. Now, God gives us that heavenly vision. We saw Christ and the church but this is not just something for us to think over, just to ponder about and feel elated and glorious as if we are being lifted up to the third heaven. If this is all that it is, very soon people will find that you are just a dreamer and you are good for nothing. But this is not so. If it is the heavenly vision it is always accompanied by a calling.
 
CALLED ACCORDING TO GOD'S PURPOSE
 
We are not only saved by grace, but when grace comes upon us, there is a calling behind it. We are all being called. According to II Timothy 1:9 we find that He has saved us and has called us, not according to our works but according to His purpose and grace. When God calls us, He does not call us according to our works; He calls us according to purpose, God's purpose. God has a purpose for all of us and He calls us according to that purpose. Do you know what that purpose is? And He called us according to His grace. Grace is not just something given to us for our enjoyment. It is for Our enjoyment but it is more than that. Grace is given that we may fulfill that purpose. God has a purpose for us and with that purpose God gives grace that we can fulfill that purpose. Now that is His calling.
(184)
According to II Peter 1:3-4 we find that God has called us by His glory and virtue. He does not call us according to us; He calls us according to His glory. Oh, brothers and sisters, if He called us according to His glory, then what a glorious calling it must be! It cannot be something small. It has to be something tremendously glorious. That is how God calls us. And He calls us according to His virtue; that is what He is. He calls us that we may be what He is in His character, that we should be like Him. So our calling is indeed so glorious.
 
The Bible uses different ways to tell us what that calling is. For instance, in II Timothy 1:9, it says it is a holy calling. In Hebrews 3:1, it is a heavenly calling. In Philippians 3:14, it is an on-high calling. So when we consider this matter of our calling, remember that it is not a small thing, that it is related to vision and it is a holy, heavenly, and on-high calling. And we are all being so called.
 
What are we called to be? Probably when you are in college or maybe in high school, you begin to consider what you will do with your life. What will be your calling? What will be your profession? What will be that which will occupy your life, that which you want to devote your life to? That is our calling. Some people say, "I feel called to be a doctor"; so you just apply yourself to prepare yourself for it. You go through long years of training so that you can fulfill (185) your life calling. Or you may think you are called to be a housewife, so you prepare yourself for that day when you can fulfill your calling.
 
We consider our calling as just very personal—how we can spend our days on earth, that it may be meaningful to us. That is what we mean by calling. But there is a calling so much greater, so much more important to your life and that is God's calling you. God is calling you. The reason why you are saved is that He may call you. It is true, by the grace of God we are saved one by one, but our calling is corporate. We are called together and we are called according to His purpose and grace. We are called according to His glory and virtue. Now what is that holy, heavenly, on-high calling? What is that corporate calling? It is not just individually but corporately, we are called. Now what is that?
 
CALLED TO BE THE BODY OF CHRIST
 
We are called not to do but to be. When we think of calling, we think: What am I going to do? Or even when we think of God’s calling, we think: Has God called me to be a preacher? No; God’s calling is calling us to be; not to do. We are all called to be the Body of Christ. This is our calling. Do you know that God has called you to be the Body of Christ? Have you ever considered this matter? As a matter of fact, all our personal, earthly callings are within the boundary of this heavenly, corporate calling. You will not be able to (186) fulfill your earthly calling if it is not within the boundary (granița, limita) of the corporate calling. You may feel you are called to be a physician, and you are a good physician, but is that all you are to be, to help with the bodies of human beings? Is that all you are to be? There is something more. If you are called into the Body of Christ, and within that Body you do the work of a physician, then you find it is much more than helping people's bodies because you are fulfilling God’s purpose in your life. You are serving God, not just serving people’s bodies. So all our individual, personal, earthly callings should be found within the boundary of our corporate calling. This corporate calling is for all of us. We are all called to be the Body of Christ, and in answering that call you are brought into the very vision that God has showed you. So you find vision and calling are together. Our calling is to go into the vision, that the vision may become our very life; and that is God's will. So dear brothers and sisters, do remember that we are all called to be the Body of Christ.
 
To be the Body of Christ is a tremendous thing. Why? What is the Body of Christ? In Ephesians 1:22-23, we are told that God has made Christ head over all things to the church, which is His Body, the fulness of Him who fills all and in all. So what is the Body of Christ? The Body of Christ is to contain all the riches of the Head. Who can fathom (sonda, înțelege) the riches of the Head? All the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily. Can you imagine what the fulness of (187) the Godhead is? Our God is infinite. We cannot just figure out the length, the breadth, the height, and depth, His love, His holiness, His righteousness, His power, His knowledge, His presence. It is just infinite, and all the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily. It is all in the Head, and the Church, the Body, is to contain all that fulness. "And ye are complete in Him." How glorious it is to be the Body of Christ that we may share and enjoy the riches of Christ.
 
Not only that, but as the Body you are to express the Head. The Head has an idea and the Body is to carry it out. That is what the Church is. The Church is to carry out (împlini) the will of the Head, to express, to manifest the glory of the Head. And you and I, all of us are having a part in it. That is our calling. We are called to be just that, and when you are called into it, you will find that you fulfill the vision that God has given to you. So we need to consider this very carefully.
 
PRESENT YOUR BODIES AS A LIVING SACRIFICE
 
Why is it that many believers do not see the Body of Christ? In Romans 12 you will find the reason. When the Apostle Paul comes to Romans 12, he concludes all that God has done for us in Christ Jesus. In the foregoing eleven chapters he relates to us all the mercies of (188) God—what God has done for us in Christ Jesus. After he has concluded all that then he says, "Therefore, having received all the mercies of God do you not think that the mercies of God should constrain you, that you will present your bodies a living sacrifice.” With all the mercies of God coming into your life, how are you going to respond to that? There can be only one response and that is to present your bodies a living sacrifice. I think you all know that under the old covenant when anyone was stirred in his heart by the love of God, he would express his gratitude by taking a lamb out of his flock and take it to the temple. He would lay his hand on the lamb to show that he identified himself with this lamb. When the lamb was offered, he was offered. But it was a dead sacrifice. Today, we who are the redeemed, we who are purchased by the precious blood of our Lord Jesus, how are we going to express our gratitude? When the love of God constrains us, what will be the thing to do? There is nothing but this: We offer our bodies.
 
This body of mine has been used by me for many, many years. It belongs to me. It does what I want to do. I use it for my own glory, to accomplish my purpose, to satisfy my heart, but when I am constrained by the love of Christ, how can I keep this body back from the Lord? He gave His body for me; how can I withhold my body for myself? There is nothing I can do but to offer my body. That is to say, from this day onward I live, but not for myself; I live for (189) Him I let Him live in me and through me. This body of mine is no longer mine; it is His. He can use it in whatever way He wants to. Is that not the only reasonable thing we can do? If we do that you know what will happen?
 
"Do not be conformed to this age but be transformed by the renewing of your mind to prove what is the good, perfect, and acceptable will of God." When you present your physical body to the Lord, it means that from now on you are not to use this body for your own purpose, you want to use it for God's purpose. When you do that, something within happens. You find that the Holy Spirit within you will transform your mind. Formerly, when you looked at the world, you loved it. You wanted to be fashionable. Formerly, when you thought of the will of God, you were afraid. So one young brother said, "What is the will of God? Anything that is against me is the will of God." That is the way we think. And if you think that way, can you do the will of God? Of course not! Can you refuse to love the world? Of course not! You love the world. But when you present your body a living sacrifice, the Holy Spirit transforms your life. You begin to see things differently. You look at the world; it is but dross. You think of the will of God; it is beautiful.
 
Brothers and sisters, has that happened to you? Present your bodies a living sacrifice. Every one of us has his or her body. So it is (190) plural number—present your bodies. We have several hundred people here; we have several hundred bodies. Now let all these bodies be presented to the Lord. And when we present our bodies to the Lord, you know what happens? You see the Body of Christ. In verse 5, you find the Body of Christ there. It is singular in number—one body. These bodies become one body. These bodies that used to be used by all these people now become the Body of Christ, used by the Head alone. That is the transformation.
 
The reason why we do not see the Body of Christ is because we are so individualistic; we are so self-centered. It is because we keep this body for ourselves. Once you present your bodies to the Lord, you are delivered from your self-centeredness and you are brought into Christ-centeredness. You are delivered from your individualism and you will enter into the corporate life of the church. That is the secret. That is why many of God's people today do not see the Body of Christ because they only see their own body. Oh, may the Lord have mercy on us and deliver us from these bodies of ours and let the Lord have them. Then our eyes will be opened and we will see the beauty of the Body of Christ.
(191)
MANY ARE CALLED — FEW ARE CHOSEN
 
Many are called but few are chosen. Every believer is called into the Body of Christ. This calling is general; it is for you; it is for me, for every one of us, but whether we are chosen is a different matter, whether we can really live the body life is another matter. It is specific.
 
You remember the parable that our Lord Jesus spoke in Matthew 22? He said, "A king prepared a wedding feast for his son and everything was ready. Then he sent his servants out to remind those who had been invited before, but they refused to come. They gave all kinds of excuses. One said, I have bought a pair of oxen and I have to go and test them. One said, Well, I just bought a field and I want to inspect my field. Another said, I just got married; I cannot leave my wife.”
 
Aren't they excuses? Who will buy a pair of oxen without first testing them? Who will buy a field without first inspecting it? And if you really have a wife, why not bring your wife with you? They were all excuses. In other words, they considered these things as more important than the wedding feast, more important than the marriage of the prince. So after being invited repeatedly and refusing to come, the king was angry and he destroyed them. Then he sent his servants (192) to the streets, to the highways and the byways, and forced all the uninvited people in. So the place was filled. And the king came in and looked at the guests. He saw one without the proper garment; so he asked, "Why didn't you wear that garment prepared for you?”
 
In the old days, when the king had a feast, he would prepare special garments for all the guests to wear, but this guest despised that garment. He thought his own garment was good enough. But it was not good enough. So he was bound and cast out. And the conclusion is that many are called but few are chosen.
 
Now of course, we know that the king is none other than God Himself, and He has prepared a wedding feast for His Son. That is the will of God, that Christ shall have a bride. Everything was ready for it, but those who were invited were unworthy, and if you think of the background at that time he referred to the Jews because God had invited them beforehand. God's covenant was with them; God's law was with them; even Christ came from their midst, but the Jews considered other things more important. They looked down upon the wedding feast. They looked down upon the Son of God. They neglected the will of God and just proved that they were unworthy. Even though they were invited they were unworthy. And we Gentile who do not have the law, who are outside of the commonwealth, ye God has brought us in. So we attend the wedding feast.
(193)
Nevertheless, there is the garment that the King has prepared for the feast that we have to wear, and this is what you find in Revelation 19: "The wife has made herself ready." She was given that wedding garment, that bright, shining, white linen, embroidered garment which is the righteousnesses of the saints.
 
Looking at it corporately, we are the wife, the bride. Looking at it individually, we are the guests. So we need to wear that garment. It speaks of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. The Holy Spirit is embroidering into our lives the very character of Christ. That is the wedding garment. Do not think your righteousnesses are good enough. It is not enough; we have to wear the wedding garment that the Holy Spirit has embroidered. We are called to be the Body of Christ, but the way we respond will decide whether we are chosen. When the marriage of the Lamb has come, whether we will be there depends on how we respond. Do we respond to His calling? Many reject that calling. They consider things other than Christ as more important. But you are being called. How do you respond? Do you consider your calling as more important than anything else? Are you willing to let go of everything to respond to that calling? If so, then you will come to the marriage feast. And when you come, do you Come with your own righteousnesses, or do you come with the righteousnesses that the Holy Spirit has embroidered into your life? Do you deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow the Lord? Our (194) response will prove whether we are worthy, whether we are the chosen. So may the Lord really have mercy on us.
 
THE CALLING IS HIGH
 
Probably some will say, "Well, that calling is glorious, but it is too high for me. I cannot reach it. It is just too much for me.” Brothers and sisters, you will find that with the calling are the precious promises of God. So II Peter 1:3-4 says, "As his divine power has given to us all things which relate to life and godliness through the knowledge of him that has called us by glory and virtue, through which he has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust."
 
So here you find there are great and precious promises. Indeed, the calling is high. It is heavenly, it is holy, and yet God has given us many, great and precious promises. He promised that He will see to it that we may fulfill it, not by ourselves, but His grace is sufficient for us.
 
The Apostle Paul had a heavenly calling. He saw the heavenly vision. He heard the heavenly calling. Then he responded and he got the promise: "My grace is sufficient for you. I am what I am by the ( 195) grace of God." So do not be discouraged. Do not faint. All you need to do is to respond positively: "Lord, You have shown me Your glory. You have attracted me, and You have called me. Here am I. Unworthy though I am, weak though I am, I can only boast of my weakness that the power of God may be manifested."
 
Oh, brothers and sisters, give yourself to the Lord. Respond to His calling and He will make it good because He is the faithful God. The God who called you is faithful and He will perform it.
 
Shall we pray:
 
Lord, as we wait before Thee, we pray that Thy calling may come upon each one of us. Thou hast shown us who Thou art. Thou hast shown us what Thy purpose is. Thou want us to be the Body of Christ. Lord, do not allow us to withhold ourselves. We pray that this day we all will present our bodies a living sacrifice, that the Body of Christ may become a reality. We acknowledge that we are Weak but we praise and thank Thee that Thy grace is sufficient. So we dare to just give ourselves to Thee, no reservation. Lord, have us for Yourself, for the Body of Christ, for Christ Himself. We ask in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 

III. BODY PRINCIPLES
 
I Corinthians 12:12-27—For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ. For also in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit. For also the body is not one member but many. If the foot say, Because I am not a hand 1 am not of the body, is it on account of this not indeed of the body? And if the ear say, Because I am not an eye I am not of the body, is it on account of this not indeed of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where the hearing? if all hearing, where the smelling? But now God has set the members, each one of them in the body, according as it has pleased him. But if all were one member, where the body? But now the members are many, and the body one. The eye cannot say to the hand, I have not need of thee; or again, the head to the feet, I have not need of you. But much rather, the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary,. and those parts of the body which we esteem to be the more void of honour, these we clothe with more abundant honour,. and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness; but our comely parts have not need. But God has (198) tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to the part that lacked; that there might be no division in the body, but that the members might have the same concern one for another. And if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; and if one member be glorified, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are Christ's body, and members in particular.
 
Shall we pray:
 
Dear Lord, we do rejoice in Thy presence. We want to thank Thee that it pleases Thee to be with us. We pray, Lord, as we are here in Thy presence that Thou will once again speak to us. Lord, we pray that our hearts may all be open to Thee, that Thy word may really fall into good ground and will bear fruit a hundred fold for Thy glory. We ask in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 
By now I think everybody knows that our theme is the Head and the Body—Christ the Head, the church the body. I have been asked, "Why did we choose this theme?" As we are approaching the end of all things it is time for us to return to the beginning because the end is for the beginning. What God has purposed in Himself before the foundation of the world shall all be accomplished at the end. So it is but right for us, who live in the end times, to go back to the very (199) beginning, not only to see whether we know what is in the beginning, but also to be before the Lord to see if the end will reach the beginning.
 
Before the foundation of the world, God has purposed in Himself, according to His good pleasure, that all things will be summed up in Christ Jesus. This is the mystery of God, a mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages. But thank God, it has now been revealed to us by the Holy Spirit.
 
Then also, before the foundation of the world, God purposed a purpose in Christ Jesus. According to that purpose, God would give His Son a bride to share everything with Him. And that is also a mystery. It is called the mystery of the Christ. It has been hidden throughout the ages, but thank God it has now been revealed to us by the Holy Spirit through the holy apostles and prophets. So this is the very beginning. In the very beginning, there is such a glorious purpose, and in that purpose there is Christ and with Christ the church. As a matter of fact, the whole Bible is this revelation.
 
I remember when I was young, I was told that if we catch a vision of Christ and the church, then the whole Bible is an open book to us because the whole Bible tells us of Christ and His church. So dear brothers and sisters, we feel that it is very important when we (200) are coming to the very end that we should be reminded of what was in the beginning, and what it is that God is really after, and how much this is real in our lives.
 
We have mentioned Paul's heavenly vision. On the road to Damascus he saw a vision, and that vision changed his whole life. It changed his direction, it changed his goal, it gave him strength, and it enabled him to endure hardship. That is one thing that explained his whole life and his whole ministry. And towards the end he could testify: "O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.”
 
We have mentioned that this heavenly vision was not just for Paul; it is a vision that was given through Paul to all of us. What is it that Paul saw in that heavenly vision? He saw Christ, the glorious One; Jesus of Nazareth is now the Lord and Christ of all. And when he saw Jesus as Lord, he capitulated completely to Him and allowed Jesus to really be the Lord of his life. Brothers and sisters, we need to see this vision. We need to see that Jesus is Lord. He is the Lord of all and He is the Lord of our life. If we really see it in our spirit, then we cannot help but yield our whole life to Him and allow Him to be Lord of our whole life.
(201)
After Saul saw Jesus as Lord, then he found out that this Lord is related to a great number of people because the Lord said, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?" As Saul touched the members of the body of Christ, he touched the Head because the Head and the body are one. So on the road to Damascus he also caught a vision of the body of Christ, and as he entered into the city of Damascus, he also learned the reality, the relatedness of the members of the body of Christ. He received help from another member of that body, and by the help of another member he came to the knowledge of God's will for him. So the body was not a theory to him, but it was very real to him.
 
So brothers and sisters, we too need to catch that vision. We need to see the body through Christ. Never see the body without Christ. If we try to see the body without Christ it is no longer a body; it is something else. It is only in Christ that we see the body. And we need to live in that body. This is why we feel we need to fellowship together on this theme. My part is on the body, but again, I want to remind brothers and sisters that we consider the body only within the context of the Head.
 
The first morning we mentioned Body Vision. We need to catch a vision of the body because God's purpose for us is not just personal and individual; God's purpose for us is corporate. We tend to be very (202) individualistic. Even in spiritual pursuit, we also pursue along the line of individual. How can I be spiritual? We want to be a spiritual giant. We want to be a monument for people to look at and admire, but this is not God's purpose. God's purpose is corporate. He wants us to see the body and to see that we are members in that body. That will deliver us from our individualism and that will enlarge our horizon.
 
The second morning we considered this matter of Body Calling. We find that vision and calling are together. When God, in His mercy, gives us a vision, with that vision He always has a calling for us. So when we see this vision of Christ and the church, we find that we are called into that vision. Calling makes our vision practical. And calling is nothing but a call to enter into the vision that we see because vision is not just something abstract, something so heavenly that you cannot touch it. Vision is very practical and it is being practiced in the calling. So our calling and vision are actually one. We are called into that vision so that we may be part of that vision; and that vision becomes real in our lives.
 
We mentioned also that many are called but few are chosen. We are all called to be the body of Christ. Our natural concept of our calling is not only personal but also a concept of what to do. If I am called, what am I called to do? But this is secondary. Primary in our calling is that we are called to be. We are called to be the body of (203) Christ, and it is only within being the body of Christ that you find there are things to be done. Everything that is done is for this body. We need to see this, so that we may respond to our calling. As we respond to our calling, then we will be chosen; that is to say, the calling will be real in our lives.
 
Now we would like to go a little further Body Principles. We know that we are called to be the body of Christ. Now we must remember that the body of Christ is not just a figure of speech. We often think of the body of Christ as a metaphor, a figure of speech. Here is my human body and God uses this human body to tell us what the body of Christ is about; but the body of Christ is not really real to us. It is just a figure of speech, a kind of explanation. But if you read the word of God, you will find that the word of God never puts the body of Christ as a figure of speech. When the Bible mentions the body of Christ, it does not say, "as our human body." It says, "It is the body of Christ." For instance in Ephesians 1:22-23: "God has made Christ to be head over all things to the church which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all and in all." It does not say, "The church which is like a body, the fulness of him who fills all and in all." It says, "The church which is the body of Christ." So do not take this term the body of Christ as just a kind of descriptive figure of speech.
(204)
THE REALITY OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
 
Now to those who do not have revelation, before we receive any revelation from above, that is the way we look at the body of Christ. We look at the body of Christ, the church, as being like our human body, but it is not really real. It is just a way of speaking to describe something. But if you receive revelation from above then you begin to see that the body of Christ is so real. It is even more real than our human body. Or to put it in another way, our physical body is just a figure of speech to the body of Christ. We know that spiritual things are real. Physical things are not so real. You may feel they are very real, but physical things are temporary and they are changing all the time. So they are not so real. But when you come to spiritual things, you know they are real because they are the substance, not the shadow. You know that they are eternal. You know that they never change. So spiritual things are the real things.
 
Therefore, our Lord said, "I am the true vine." When you look at the vine, is it real? Physically, yes; but it is not real because the vine will fade away. But our Lord said, "I am the true vine"; and that vine is forever. We are the branches and our relationship with Him will never change. It is permanent; it is eternal; it is everlasting.
(205)
Dear brothers and sisters, how real are spiritual things! Everything physical is just a type, a shadow of these spiritual things. But we need revelation for that because with our naked eyes we see the physical as real and the spiritual things as unreal. But thank God, when God opens our inner eyes and we begin to see what is in the spiritual realm, then we begin to realize that only the spiritual is real. All the physical will pass away. They will just remind us of what the spiritual is. So the body of Christ is not a metaphor. The body of Christ is so real that we need to use our physical body to try to describe it. For this reason, how we need revelation! May God give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation to the full knowledge of God. This is what we all need.
 
THE BODY OF CHRIST IS LIVING
 
If it is the body then it cannot be an organization. It must be an organism. It must be living. It is not something dead. When we think of the church, what really is our understanding? Probably, to most people the church is an organization. It is something that we can organize, something that human beings can bring into being. But whatever man makes is dead. It is mechanical; it is technical. Only what God has done is an organism. It is living.
(206)
I remember many years ago when I was visiting England, I visited Westminster Abbey. Westminster Abbey was very famous, so I visited that place. Do you know what my impression was when I left? Now Westminster Abbey was supposed to be a church, but when you visit it, you walk over plaques that bear the name of the dead, and you find there are coffins in different corners. Even on the walls there are plaques of those famous men who have died. So after my visit to Westminster Abbey I thought: this is not the church of the living God; this is the church of the dead. It is an organization; it is an institution; it is a religion; it is not real; it is not living. You do not sense the presence of the Lord there, but you sense the presence of many who have died. It really gives you a weird feeling.
 
What is the church? It is the body of Christ. It is living; it is the church of the living God. It is not something dead. It is not something man can organize. It is not an institution. It does not mean that because it is an organism rather than an organization, therefore there is no order. We think of an organization as something we organize and lay down some rules and regulations so that it can run very smoothly. Without these rules and regulations how can the organization be run? Everything is from outside. You put these rules and regulations upon an organization so that it can run smoothly.
(207)
When you think of an organism, it is not an organization. Does it mean that because it is not an organization, therefore there is no order? No; actually you find the order in an organism is even stricter than the order in an organization. What is put upon cannot be compared to what is inborn because an organism has certain principles that are inborn. These principles, or we may say these laws, are not something that you try to put upon and carry them out mechanically or technically. No; you find that in a living organism there are certain laws, principles that are born within, and they are something you need to discover and to follow. If you follow these principles then the organism will be healthy. If inadvertently you violate these principles, then you corrupt your body.
 
So as we are talking about this matter of the body of Christ, because it is a living organism, there are certain principles, certain laws that are within that organism, and we need to know these principles. Otherwise, probably we will unconsciously violate them, and in violating them we are actually destroying the body.
 
PRINCIPLES OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
 
We would like to mention several of these principles, but remember these principles or laws are not something put upon the (208) body. They are not something imposed upon the body. These are something that are supernaturally, naturally born within. So all you need to do is to discover them. You do not invent them. You discover them and you follow them. And if you do you will find a very healthy body.
 
Life
 
The first principle of the body is life. I think this is very evident because it is not an organization. In an organization life is not involved; but if it is a body, immediately, you think of life. We are born into the body.
 
How are we in the body? Can we join it? You can join an organization, even though they may lay down certain conditions for your joining it. But the wonderful thing in the body of Christ is that there is no way to join it. You have to be born into it. He that is born of the Spirit is spirit. Unless we are born again we do not see the kingdom of God. But if we believe in the Lord Jesus, if we believe in His name, then we are given the right to be children of God. We are not born of blood nor of flesh but born of God. So thank God that this body of Christ is to be born into.
(209)
In John 19, when our Lord Jesus was crucified, of all His disciples John was the only one there. The next day was the Sabbath, and according to their custom nobody should be on the tree during the Sabbath because he that is on the tree is cursed. So all those who had been crucified had to be taken down. The soldiers came and broke the leg bones of the two robbers to hasten their death because they were very strong and were not dead yet. But when the soldier came to the Lord, he noticed that the Lord was already dead, but to make sure that He was really dead, instead of breaking His bones and it was a fulfillment of prophecy—the soldier thrust his spear into the side of our Lord. Most likely, it reached His heart and out of His broken heart there was blood and water. John saw this and he bore witness to this and said, "What I witnessed is true." He made it very emphatic as if it was something most important. Why is it so? It is because out of the broken side of our Lord Jesus came blood and water—blood for the remission of our sins and water to give us life because He poured out His life like water. With the blood and water God made the church. These are the materials for the church. Because of the death of our Lord Jesus, His blood was shed, His life was released that our sins may be forgiven and we may receive His life. And with that life we become the body of Christ.
 
So when you think of the body of Christ, first of all, you see the principle of life. Everything of that body is life. There is no death in (210) it. It is resurrection life. Death has been overcome because our Lord has entered into death and robbed death of its power. He came out of death and He holds in His hands the keys of death and Hades. He is the living One. That is what the body of Christ is. The body of Christ is built on the principle of life. It is not just any kind of life; it is the life of Christ. Or to put it in another way, the body of Christ is made of Christ Himself. He is the One who brings the body into being. And that is why in I Corinthians 12:12 it says, "For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ.”
 
We are told, and probably we ourselves have discovered, that when you read this verse: "For as the body is one and has many members," many members but one body, we would say, "So also is the church. That is what the church is. The church is one body but many members." But the Holy Spirit says, "So also is the Christ.” Why is it so? It is because the body is none other than the extension of Christ Himself. He is the substance of the body. Do not think that this is just a theory. This is a very, very basic, important principle.
 
What is the body of Christ? Is it you and me? People say, “Well, we know the church is not a building, we know the church is not an organization; but what is the church?" Or we say, "The church is those called-out ones gathered together. That is the church." Is it (211) right? Right and wrong. It is right in one sense because the church is the called-out ones gathered together. The church is different from the world. It is a people whom God has called out of the world and they gather together unto the name of our Lord Jesus. "Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in their midst.” That is the church; that is true. But if you go a little deeper, you find that this is not absolutely true because in the church you not only find Christ, but you find "you" there, too and you are the problem. If it were only Christ there would be no problem. But look at the church today; it is full of problems. Does Christ have problems? Of course not. Then where do these problems come from? From you and me. So strictly speaking, what is the church? The church is the Christ without you and me.
 
Many years ago, brother Sparks, brother Fromke, and myself were all speaking in a conference. And if you know brother Sparks, you know that with him everything is spiritual. Don't touch the earth. If you touch the earth you defile it. And I was trying to explain the church, so I turned to brother Sparks and said, "Brother Sparks, you have to forgive me because I am going to use a formula." (With him formulas were taboo, but I had to use it as an illustration.)
 
So this is what I said. "What is the church? Suppose there are only three Christians on the earth—Peter, John, and James. They are (212) good. When you put these three men together, can you say this is the church? It is a gathering of two and three—Peter, John, and James. Is that the church? We say, "No, that is not the church. The church is the Christ in Peter, plus the Christ in John, plus the Christ in James. This equals to the church." Is it right? No. What is the church? The church is the Christ in Peter minus Peter, plus the Christ in John minus John, plus the Christ in James minus James. It equals to the Christ. Now that is the body of Christ. Do not think that in the body of Christ you shall find you, me, and Jesus.
 
On the mount of transfiguration when Peter said, "It is good to be here. Let me make three tabernacles—one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah. Even though we don't have the tabernacle we three will just sleep over there, but we will be there because it is very good." And when Peter said that, God dismissed Moses and Elijah. They saw no one but Jesus only. That is the church. So you find that the church is not something that we can take very lightly. It is not something that we can play with.
 
What is the church? It demands that we allow the cross to cross us out. So when we come together, the cross should already have done its work, and what we bring in is nothing but Christ Himself. Why is it there is so much noise in the church? Why is there the sound of hammers, the sound of iron? It is because we bring in (213) ourselves together with Christ. We have not that secret dealing beforehand. So the church, the body of Christ is a serious matter. How we need the cross to work in our lives so that it will be like Christ only! That is the first principle.
 
Anything that is not of life corrupts the body. Anything that is not of Christ destroys the body. Brothers and sisters, we need to repent before the Lord. How often we violate the first principle of the body! How we need to be in fear and trembling lest we bring ourselves into the church!
 
The Holy Spirit
 
Secondly, the principle of the church is the Holy Spirit. In I Corinthians 12:13 it says, "For in one Spirit we were baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bondmen or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit." How come we are the body of Christ? We know that the Word became flesh and tabernacled among men, full of grace and truth. That is to say, God, the Son, as the Word came into this world and took upon Himself a human flesh, and in that human flesh, in that incarnated body He lived for thirty-three years. In that body He spoke and He worked. In that body He accomplished the redemptive work. But then our Lord was buried. On the third day He was raised from the dead and after forty days He (214) ascended up to heaven. But ten days later, on the day of Pentecost, 120 of His believers were gathered together in that upper room in Jerusalem. They had been praying together for ten days, and suddenly, there was a sound like hard breathing. Someone was breathing very hard and the breath swept over the whole room and filled the whole room. Then tongues like fire fell upon the heads of the 120 and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.
 
Usually, when we think of Pentecost, we are attracted by the sound and the sight and we want to see the sound and the sight repeated. We think that was Pentecost, but no; these are just secondary and they change all the time. What is the real meaning of Pentecost? It is explained in I Corinthians 12:13. In one Spirit we were baptized into one body. How do we become one body? How can 120 individuals become 120 members of one body? It is a tremendous transformation. How does it come about? In one Spirit they were baptized into one body and they were all made to drink of the same Spirit. The very formation of the body of Christ is through the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit dwells in that body. So far as this body is concerned, from the very beginning to the very end, it is the Holy Spirit that leads the way.
 
If you read the New Testament you will find that we are supposed to assemble. According to the word of God, we who are (215) called out have to be gathered together. We need to meet together. It is not good that we do not assemble. We should be together, but it is very strange because the New Testament does not tell us how to meet. The only place you can find is in I Corinthians 14. Other than that God does not tell us how to meet. Why is it so? It is because the Holy Spirit is there. He is the One Who is guiding and leading. He will teach us what to do. So you find there is no rule or regulation being given; there is no program for us. God said, "Meet together.” Now how do we meet? If you do not believe the Holy Spirit, that He is present, that He is representing Christ, then we are lost. Because of this, even though mentally we believe the Holy Spirit is here, as a matter of fact, we do not think He is here, so therefore we have to work it out. We have to program it; we have to lay down some rules and regulations in order that everything may move smoothly. We do not see the authority of the Holy Spirit.
 
You know, the opposite of the Holy Spirit is the flesh. If we are not following the Holy Spirit, then we are following the flesh, and if we follow the flesh it is dead. If we follow the Holy Spirit it is life and peace. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of life. He is the law of the Spirit of life. He is the One who brings Christ into us. He is the One who begets us with the life of Christ. He is the One who glorifies Christ in us. He is the One who teaches us of Christ. He is the One who transforms us according to Christ. He is the One who guides and (216) leads us as we meet together. He is the One who directs our functioning. It is the Holy Spirit. This is the principle of the body.
 
Oh, how we neglect the Holy Spirit! Today, even though people seem to be seeking the Holy Spirit, but—forgive me for saying this — what they are seeking is not the Holy Spirit; they are seeking the power of the Holy Spirit. They do not seek the Person of the Holy Spirit — the Holy Spirit. They just want His power. They do not want His control. Brothers and sisters, I can go a step further. They are not even seeking the power of the Holy Spirit; they are seeking an experience. They are seeking the speaking of tongues. I believe in the speaking of tongues, but do all speak in tongues? Speaking in tongues is not the sign of the Holy Spirit. So the Holy Spirit as the divine Person is neglected.
 
How we need to respect the Holy Spirit! Not only in our daily lives do we need to obey the teaching of the anointing within us, because this is the only way we can abide in Christ, but even in this body life, how we need to be guided by the Holy Spirit. How we need to wait for Him to guide and lead us as to what we should do! This is holding fast the Head because the Head is represented in us by the Holy Spirit. That is what the body is all about. So may the Lord really have mercy on us to see how much we need to know the Holy Spirit as the divine Person. It will transform your life. It will (217) transform our assembly life. If it is not the Holy Spirit, then what is it? It is the flesh. So how we need to deny our flesh. In the church today we find so much flesh there—your flesh, my flesh; your opinion, my opinion; your will, my will. We see flesh all over. We do not see the holy anointing. So we need to seek the Lord and follow the principle of the Holy Spirit because this is the principle of the body of Christ.
 
Love
 
Thirdly, the principle of the body is love. God is love. If it is Christ, if it is the Holy Spirit, then He will shed abroad that love within our hearts. What the Lord is looking for in the church is love. In the early church they had such a good testimony because when the world looked at them they said, "See how they love one another." Is this our testimony? Today, in the church the church is almost like a court. We argue, we reason with another, we accuse, and defend. But the church is a family. It is the household of God and in a household love is the principle. This is not just love of any kind, not our natural love because our natural love has its limits, but it is the love of God. Oh, how we need to be filled with the love of God! And when the love of God fills our heart, then we cannot but love Him and love one another.
(218)
Our Lord Jesus, on the night of His betrayal, He loved His own and loved them to the uttermost. Then He expressed His love by washing His disciples' feet. Then He gave us a new commandment: "Love one another as I have loved you.”
 
Dear brothers and sisters, what God is looking for in us is that first love. You may give God anything, everything, but if there is no love you will be rejected. His word to the church in Ephesus is: “You have all these things but you have lost your first love. I reproach you; you need to repent." Oh, that we may ask the Lord to fill us with love!
 
In I Corinthians 8 it says, "Knowledge puffs up; love builds up.” How we seek for knowledge, but knowledge puffs up. Some of the Corinthians had knowledge. They knew there was only one God; therefore, all those idols were nothing. So if you go to the temple and eat those things offered to idols, you can freely eat because they are nothing; offering to nothing is nothing. They had the knowledge, so they just did it, not knowing they were causing some weak Christians to stumble because these believers were formerly idol worshipers and their conscience was bothered. So here you find knowledge puffs up, but only love builds up. Paul said, "If for my brother's sake I have to forego meat, I will forego meat, not because there is something wrong with meat but for the sake of the love of the brethren.”
(219)
The principle of the body is love. That is why you find I Corinthians 12 speaks of the body, chapter 14 speaks of the body working, and chapter 13 speaks of love. This is the more excellent way.
 
I often think it is a very strange thing that we usually say I Corinthians 13 is a chapter on love— love in general. No; because it begins with "love suffers long" and that is very negative. This is not telling us of love in general; it tells us of love in the church. In the church the first expression of love is to suffer long. You say, "I suffer enough in society, so now I come to the church and I can really enjoy it." Beware, you will find you will suffer more in the church than in the world because the world does not know God. So when they do something wrong to you, you understand. They do not know. But in the church? "You brothers and sisters, especially big brothers and sisters, you do this to me? Unforgivable. How can I bear this? I cannot suffer this." But what is love? Love suffers, and suffers long, and is kind. You repay it with kindness.
 
Isn't that what our Lord did on the cross? They said, "Away with Him, away with Him; crucify Him." And the Lord said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." This is the spirit of Christ, which is love. So let's see that love will fill the house. When (220) you are really filled with the knowledge of God, you are filled with His love. That you find in Ephesians 3.
 
Holiness
 
Fourth, the principle of the body is holiness. God is holy; therefore we need to be holy. What is holiness? What stands Opposite to holiness? We say sin stands opposite to righteousness. Then what is the opposite of holiness? The opposite of holiness is the world, that is commonness. Holiness means being set apart for God; it means separated. This body of Christ is separated from the whole world. The world has never seen such a body. God called a people out of the world, gathered them together into one body, and that body is characterized by holiness, completely separated, wholly devoted to the Lord, under the Headship of Christ. That is holiness. But today, how the world has invaded the church. We find the church adopts all the ways of the world. You cannot even distinguish what is of God from what is of the world. Probably there is more world in the church than in the world itself. It is more worldly. This is corrupting the body of Christ. So we need to be before the Lord to see if we have brought the world into the church and diluted the purity of the church.
(221)
In Ezekiel 43 it says, "This is the law of the house. From the top of the mountain, all around, the borders are holy." Holiness is the law of the house. We need to see the body of Christ as a holy body under a holy Head, and that is what the Lord is doing with us. He will wash us by the water with the word that we may be sanctified. There will be no spot nor wrinkle or any of such sort and we will be presented to Him a glorious church without spot or wrinkle, holy without blemish.
 
Unity
 
Fifth, the principle of the church is unity. There is one body; many members but one body. How important it is that we diligently keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace (Ephesians 4:1). How can we walk according to the calling wherewith we have been called? We need to diligently keep the unity of the Spirit.
 
What is the unity of the Spirit? One body, one Spirit, one hope of our calling—these three are related to God the Holy Spirit. One Lord, one faith, one baptism—these three are related to God the Son. One God and Father of us all—these relate to God the Father. Our unity is in God. Our unity is not in man. Man cannot be united, but our unity is in God, and God has already given us that unity. It is called the unity of the Spirit. We all are in one body; we all are being (222) baptized into one body by the Holy Spirit. And the hope of the body is one because when the body is fully grown then it will become the bride of the Lamb. This is our hope, and we all share this.
 
We have one Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ; one baptism, we are baptized unto His name; and one faith, we believe that He is Christ the Son of the living God. And we share together, and we have one God and Father. To the world, God is -God and not Father, but to us He is God and Father. We all share the same Father. We share the same Spirit, the same Christ, the same God and Father. We are one.
 
Oh, brothers and sisters, what God has given to us is so precious that we need to keep it diligently. Do not allow it to slip away. And if we stand on it, and in spite of all differences we continue to fellowship with one another, sharing Christ with one another, then the day shall come when we shall arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God. The faith is different from the one faith. In verse 3 it is one faith; in verse 13 it is the faith. One faith is our basic faith; that is, we believe Jesus is Christ, the Son of the living God. The faith is the faith that was once delivered to the saints. It includes all the truth in the Bible. One day we will arrive at that unity. We will understand all truth just the same. We will experience the Son of God just the same. Today, we experience Christ differently aside from the basic experience of regeneration. We have (223) various degrees of experiencing Christ, but one day we will arrive there. We have not arrived there yet, but we will arrive there if we diligently keep the unity of the Spirit. Do not reject one another. Continue to share with one another the Christ that you know. Then one day we will arrive. We will grow up; we will be matured. So it is very important to see the unity of the body. Is Christ divided?
 
Coordination
 
Sixth, the principle of the body is coordination one body but many members. We need to see the variety in unity. That is the wonder of God. In the world you cannot arrive at unity without uniformity. But God can reach the unity with variety. And variety brings in fulness. Every one of us as a member of the body of Christ is different. Do not try to copy one another. Do not desire to be the other one. Do not look at yourself too lowly or too highly, but be sober minded. Then we will appreciate each other and we will work together, help one another for the building of the house of God.
 
Submission
 
Finally, number seven, the principle of the body is submission. As the body is submitted to the Head so this spirit of submission will be Carried throughout the body. In Ephesians 5 :25 we usually quote (224) this passage when we have a marriage: "Husbands love your wives; wives obey your husbands." But we forget there is a verse 21 which actually introduces what follows. "Submit to one another in the fear of Christ." Submit to one another and out of that submission the order in the family will be established.
 
So when we come together, as one brother said, "When you come to the church do not try to find how many will be under your authority, but when you come to the church see whom you shall submit to." When the spirit of submission prevails in the church, all the members of the body submit to one another and because of this an order is established.
 
So these are the few principles that we would like to mention, that the body of Christ might be a healthy body.
 

IV. BODY LIVING
 
Acts 2:42-47 – And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers. And fear was upon every soul, and many wonders and signs took place through the apostles' means. And all that believed were together, and had all things common, and sold their possessions and substance, and distributed them to all, according as any one might have need. And every day, being constantly in the temple with one accord, and breaking bread in the house, they received their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God, and having favour with all the people,. and the Lord added to the assembly daily those that were to be saved.
 
Romans 12:3-11 – For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. For, as in one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office; thus we, being many, are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other. But having different gifts, according to the (226) grace which has been given to us, whether it be prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or service, let us occupy ourselves in service; or he that teaches, in teaching; or he that exhorts, in exhortation; he that gives, in simplicity; he that leads, with diligence; he that skews mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be unfeigned; abhorring evil,. cleaving to good.• as to brotherly love, kindly affectioned towards one another: as to honour, each taking the lead in paying it to the other: as to diligent zealousness, not slothful,- in spirit fervent; serving the Lord.
 
May we have a word of prayer:
 
Dear Lord, our hearts are full of gratitude that sinners such as we were are being called to attend Thy feast. We do thank 1 hee that Thou does give Thyself to us in such a way Lord, what can we say? We just want to tell Thee how much we appreciate Thee. We do pray that all Thy purposes that Thou has purposed concerning us will be fully fulfilled. It is not for our sake, but Lord, it is for Thy sake. If there is anything yet undone, may Thy Holy Spirit do it Row We ask in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
(227)
I find it very difficult to speak after the Lord's Table. At the Lord's Table we have before us a demonstration of the theme that we have been fellowshiping. At the table we see our Lord. How He gave Himself to us! He truly is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and to us He is more than that. He is the Lamb in the midst of the throne. His love has conquered us and we cannot but worship Him. Jesus is truly Lord. At the table we break the same bread. Though we are many, yet we are one bread. We commune, fellowship with one another in love. We see the Head and the body, and I hope in our spirit we do see it.
 
At the beginning of the eighteenth century, there was persecution in Europe and many believers had to flee for their lives. A man by the name of Zinzendorf opened his estate to receive those refugees. They came from different countries with different backgrounds. They all loved the Lord, and because of the Lord they forsook everything. They gathered together in that estate, but strangely, they could not get along with one another. But one day, when they all gathered together for the Lord's Table, while they were at the table, the love of Christ melted them. They embraced one another, confessed to one another, and on that day an institution became a body. From that body, the Moravians, the gospel went to all the world. And it is always my desire and longing when God’s (228) people are together at the table to see His love melting us together. May the Lord show mercy to us.
 
If you look into the heart of God, what do you see there? You see only one thing — His beloved Son. In the center of God's heart there is His Son. You cannot see anything else. Everything is for His Son. His Son is the heir of all things and all things will be summed up in Him. Dear brothers and sisters, have we seen the heart of God? But if you look into the heart of our Lord Jesus, what do you see there? You see the church. He loved the church and gave Himself for her. This is the mystery of God—Christ the Head, the church the body. How we need to love Christ because He is the One whom the Father loves, and how we need to love the church because this is what our Lord loved. So what we are fellowshiping together is not something small. It is something that should occupy our whole life, and by doing that we really not only know our God but we also are doing His will. Even though my responsibility is on the body, I want brothers and sisters to understand that we should never, never lose sight of the Head. We do not want to see the body bigger than the Head because this is an affront to God. We need to see Christ Jesus our Lord. He should occupy our whole being, and only in Christ Jesus do we see the body, the church. So always remember. This is something we should never, never forget. We only see the body (229) through the Head. The body comes out of the Head and the body is for the Head.
 
We have shared on Body Vision. On the road to Damascus the apostle Paul was given that heavenly vision. In that vision, first of all, he saw Christ. He did not see first the body; he saw that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the Lord, and to Him he yielded himself. This Damascus vision is for every one of us. May every one of us here see that vision. Jesus is not someone who can be despised. He is the Lord of all. He is your Lord and you need to yield your whole life to Him because He is worthy. This vision should always fill our hearts. Thank God, if you see Jesus the Lord you will see His body, that He has a body, a mystic body. Even though it is mystic yet it is very real. It is a body that covers the whole earth, a body that spans twenty centuries. It includes all who believe in the Lord Jesus, and it is in that body He continues to teach and to do.
 
We remember Luke wrote two books the gospel according to Luke and the Acts. In the gospel according to Luke, he records what our Lord in His incarnated body began to teach and to do. Then he wrote a second book, the Acts, and in the beginning of that book he said, "In the former discourse I have written about how Jesus began to teach and to do in His incarnated body." But now he is going to write another treatise and it is a continuation of the first one. It is the (230) Lord Jesus continuing to do and to teach, but it is in a different body It is in a corporate body. It is in a mystic body. It is in the church, and that is the book of Acts. So we also need to catch that vision, that we not only belong to the Lord, we also belong to one another. We have a direct, vertical relationship with the Head, and we also have a horizontal relationship with all our brothers and sisters. This is the heavenly vision.
 
The second day we fellowshiped on Body Calling. This vision is given to us not just for us to contemplate; this vision has a practical element in it. So with the vision comes the calling. God calls us to leave what was formerly ours and to go to where He will show us. In other words, He is calling us to leave behind that which will hinder us from fulfilling the vision, and He is calling us to follow Him that we may be that vision. Vision is not just something for us to see; vision is something for us to be. We are called to be the very vision that God has shown us.
 
The third session we shared on Body Principles. This is a body and within the body there are certain principles or laws involved. These are not something added on. That will be legal rules and regulations. These principles are within us and it is a blessing if we know what they are and follow them. Then this body will be a healthy body.
(231)
Now we would like to continue with Body Living. We know a body is for living. What is the use of a body if it is not to live? The life that is in that body is to live out. If it is not being lived out, then what is that life for? What is the use of this body? Before we believed in the Lord Jesus we have a soul life because when God created man and breathed the breath of life into that clay, the Bible says, “Man became a living soul." So we have an animal life. By creation we have the life that animates us, and this life enables us to think, to feel, and to will; so we are living souls. And this body of ours was used by this living soul. This body expresses this living soul. Formerly, you used this body to express yourself. Your body is to serve your purpose. But now we are saved; we are redeemed by the precious blood of our Lord Jesus. So this body is no longer to serve our selfish purpose. Our body is no longer to serve sin. We need to present our bodies a living sacrifice to the Lord. So these bodies of ours are now to be used to live out Christ. This is what this body is for.
 
The apostle Paul said, "For me to live is Christ." "I am crucified with Christ; no longer live I; it is Christ who lives in me. I now live in the flesh by faith, the faith of the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me." Our bodies are to live out Christ. We have a new life in us, and this new life of Christ in us is to live out through our body, through our consecrated body, so Christ can live out today. (232) Now this is not only true personally; this is also true collectively. It is more than just a matter of each individual Christian trying to live out Christ in his body. It is that we, together, as the body of Christ are to live out the fulness of Christ because no one individual is big enough to contain all the riches of Christ. All the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily, and how can one individual contain all that fulness? It takes a whole body to contain the riches of the Head, and it is only the body that can express Christ in fulness. So you find that to live out Christ is not only an individual thing. If it is only individual it is very, very limited. It takes the whole body to live out the glory, the beauty of the Head. So this body of Christ is not only to contain but also to express the riches of the Head.
 
THE NAME “CHRISTIAN"
 
In the beginning, the name "Christian" was not there. Today, we call ourselves Christians. Do you know where that name came from? Actually, it is a nickname given to a group of people by the world in Antioch. Because there were so many Gentiles coming to the Lord in Antioch, they could not be considered as a sect of Judaism. The world looked at them and said, "Who are they? They are not Jews; therefore they cannot be considered as part of Judaism. Now who are they?" So finally they gave them a nickname: "Oh, they are Christians; they are Christ-men because when they open their mouth (233) it is Christ. When they gather together it is Christ. When they sing hymns it is for Christ. When they pray, they pray to Christ. They live for Christ. They are fully occupied with Christ. So they are Christians." That is where our name Christian comes from. At that time, it was a shame. You remember King Agrippa said, "Well, with a little persuasion you want to make me a Christian." That is a shameful name. But to us now it is glory.
 
PEOPLE OF THE WAY
 
If you read the book of Acts, you will find in the beginning there were followers of the Lord Jesus in Jerusalem, in Antioch; they were everywhere. How would the world identify them? You know the world always likes to put a label upon something because, without a label, they cannot get hold of it. If they cannot get hold of it they feel a little bit threatened. So when the world looked at the people, the followers of the Lord Jesus at that time, how did they describe these people? They called them the people of the Way.
 
In Acts 9:2 we find that Saul was persecuting those followers of the Lord Jesus. Now whom did Saul persecute? Acts 9:2 says, "[Saul] came to the high priest and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.”
(234)
These people were people of the Way. This was repeated several times in the book of Acts — in Acts 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22 — the way, the people of the Way, those who are of the Way. What do you mean by the Way? In Chinese it means truth, but here it is not truth; it is way. Our Lord Jesus said, "I am the truth, the way, and the life.” So this is the way. What does it mean? It means a way of life.
 
When I first came to this country, I was meeting with a group of believers. Most of them were Americans and a few were Chinese. Often, when a few brothers and myself were together, fellowshiping and discussing what should be done the brothers from America would tell me, "This is not the American way." I often argued with them and said, "It is not a matter of the American way or the Chinese way; is it the Christian way?”
 
Every country has its way, and we think our way is always the best, but here you find a body that is so different from all the countries of the world. It is composed of people out of every nation, every tribe, and every tongue. But when they are together, they live a different way. It is not the American way, not the Chinese way, not the European way, not the Asiatic way, but they have a different way of life. The world has never seen such a way. It is different from every way you can think of in this world. Yet strangely, in spite of the differences in culture and background, when they come together (235) as the body of Christ, they rise above all these distinctions. They are not bound by any of these customs and they all follow a certain heavenly way. Of course, there will be some flavor there. If that gathering is composed mostly of Chinese background, probably they will be more quiet. If they are composed mostly of those from South America, when they meet, they are more lively. But whether they are more reserved or more lively, there are certain basic similarities among them. They live a different way of life.
 
We are told that during the second century there were some people who tried to describe those Christians. They said, "Who are these people because they are so different? Even though they live in their native country, yet they are aliens and foreigners. They keep the law of the country, but actually they live above more than what the law required. They live a life of righteousness, of purity. They love everybody but they are hated by all.”
 
This is a way of life, a Christian way of life, and it is for all believers at every age and throughout the whole earth. The body has its way. We as believers live differently from the world. We live differently from the Chinese. We live differently from the Americans. We live differently from the Brazilians. Wherever you put us we are different because we are walking the heavenly way. The body is to live and this is our testimony.
(236)
We would like to go to the word of God to see this way of life and whether we are really living in it. When you think of this way you better begin from the beginning with the church in Jerusalem. On the day of Pentecost, there were 120 believers. These 120 believers had followed the Lord for a few years. They were veterans, and in one spirit they were baptized into one body. Formerly, they were just 120 individuals. We may say each individual was a spiritual giant. But now when you look at them, you lose sight of these individual giants. They were 120 members of the one body of Christ. When Peter stood up, the eleven apostles stood with him. Peter was the one who spoke, but the eleven stood by him to show that they were one: "What you say is what we say. We are of one mind, one speech.”
 
Then on the day of Pentecost, three thousand were added. They were new believers, and yet you find they were together. Whether you had believed the Lord for many years or whether you were just newly born again, they were together. And they persevered; they continued in the teaching and the fellowship of the apostles. What were these people doing? They continued on with the teaching and the fellowship of the apostles because at that time it was the apostles who taught them.
(237)
THE TEACHING OF THE APOSTLES
 
What is the teaching of the apostles? Here, you discover that the teaching is singular in number, but the apostles are plural in number. There were at least twelve apostles at that time, but that teaching was one. It is not that Peter had his teaching, John had his teaching, James had his teaching; everyone had his teaching. No, their teaching was one. It is true that to each there was a specialty there. We say that Peter is the apostle of hope because in his experience with Christ he found that Christ was really his hope. Many times he was disappointed; many times he failed; he even denied the Lord three times, but the Lord restored him. His hope was in Christ. So in his teaching you find hope is very evident. If you read I Peter you will find that.
 
John is the apostle of love because he leaned upon the breast of the Lord. He knew the love of Christ so much. And when you read his gospel or his epistles, you taste of love. It is true that each apostle has his specialty, has his special emphasis, and yet you find the teaching is only one. Why is it so? It is because all that they teach is what they have received from the Lord.
 
You remember the apostle Paul said, "What I delivered to you I have received from the Lord." The apostles had nothing of their own (238) to teach. They did not have their own teaching. They only taught what they were taught by the Lord. The teaching is the teaching of Christ, but it was being taught by the different apostles.
 
Even Martin Luther was very glad with Paul's teaching, but he thought James' teaching was rubbish. He said that he could fight the reformation with Galatians, but the epistle of James is an epistle of straw. How can you fight with it? He thought these two apostles taught different teachings. But thank God we know better. We know that whether it is Paul or James, whether it is Peter or John, they have only one teaching; it is the teaching of Christ. It is Christ. We know nothing but Jesus Christ and Him crucified. And here you find all these people continued on in the teaching of Christ.
 
Dear brothers and sisters, the problem today is that every one seems to have his own teaching. Some people say, "I prefer this teaching and I prefer that teaching." Some say, "I am of Paul; some say I am of Apollos; some say I am of Cephas, and some say I am exclusively of Christ." Is Christ divided? Is His teaching divided? No, His teaching is one whole. It is so full that it covers many, many areas, yet it is one teaching. So they just followed the teaching of the apostles. That is the way to live the body life. How do we live this body life? It is by the teaching of Christ. Whatever the word tells us we follow. And then we are in the Way.
(239)
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE APOSTLES
 
There was not only the teaching of the apostles but also the fellowship of the apostles. Teaching alone may give you the impression that it is something for you to think over, to ponder over. But actually, there is no action; there is the fellowship of the apostles. The teaching has to be balanced with the fellowship. Here again you see the same thing, but the apostles are plural number — many apostles, one fellowship. It is not that Paul had his own fellowship, so now you belong to Paul's fellowship, and another belongs to Peter’s fellowship. No. No matter how many apostles there are, the fellowship is one.
 
What is that fellowship? In I Corinthians 1:9 it says: "We are all called into the fellowship of God's Son Jesus Christ." We are all called into the fellowship of God's Son Jesus Christ. We do not belong to this fellowship or that fellowship. We belong to one fellowship and this is the fellowship of God's Son Jesus Christ. That is His fellowship with His Father and now this fellowship is extended to us, and we are included in that fellowship. He shares His Father with us so that we may know God as our heavenly Father. The Father shares His Son with us so that we know who the Son is and what He is to us. We have a part in Him. That is fellowship. It is delivered to us through the apostles. In I John 1, John said, “What (240) we have seen and heard and contemplated, what we have known, the Word of life, we have reported to you that you may have fellowship with us and our fellowship is with the Father and with the Son.”
 
So what they have fellowshiped with the Father and with the Son they delivered to us that we may have fellowship with them, and we may fellowship with the Father and the Son. It is one fellowship. Thank God we can share together, we can be taught together, we can practice what we are taught in the fellowship, and that is body life. That is how we live in the body.
 
Breaking of Bread
 
Body living is especially demonstrated in two things. One is in the breaking of bread. Why do we break the bread together? It is because the breaking of bread is not only following the teaching, but also practicing the fellowship of the apostles. Our Lord Jesus said, "This do in remembrance of Me." As we break bread together we have communion with the Lord and with one another. It is in the spirit.
 
So the Lord's Table is very, very important to us. Unfortunately, among Christians today, the Lord's Table is very much neglected. By  taking part at the Lord's Table we demonstrate that we live in the (241) body. We hold fast the Head. We have communion with the Head and communion with the members of the same body. Before we break the bread, this bread represents the physical body of Christ. In that body He was broken for us. It is a demonstration of His love for us. He gave Himself to us to be our life, to be our food. But after we break the bread, even though the bread has disappeared from the plate, when God looks down from heaven, He sees the bread among the people. Every one of us has a piece and putting it together is the bread. That is the church—one bread, one body, and we are all fellowshiping in that one body. So every Lord's Day we demonstrate our body living.
 
Prayer
 
Another thing that will express our body living is prayer. Now the prayer here is not our personal prayer. Of course, personally, we need to pray but the prayer here is corporate prayer that we come together to pray as one. If two of you agree on earth on anything, the Lord will hear us—of course, according to His will. Again, you find this is something being neglected among God's people.
 
Usually, on the Lord's Day, some people may just come for the teaching. At the Lord's Table there are only a few, but after the Lord's Table, when you have the message, the place is filled. Then (242) during the week you have the prayer meeting, and you find only a few are there. Most people do not care about it. How can you say you are living the body life if you do not join together in prayer? It is most important that we come together and pray as one body. These are the two most practical things to show that we continue on in the teaching and the fellowship of the apostles.
 
The Church in Jerusalem
 
When you read chapter 2 of the book of Acts, what do you see there? How did these people live? You find that they were together. They were not only together physically; they were together in spirit, in heart, and in soul; with one accord they were together. They were completely delivered from self-possessiveness. A very basic, human instinct is self-possessiveness. "This is mine; it belongs to me." Look at the children. When they are playing together they share their toys. But after a while you find something happens and one child says, "This is mine!" And the other one says, "This is mine!”
 
We have that instinct to possess. But here you find something wonderful—they were all delivered from self-possessiveness. They were delivered from their individualistic ideas. They were together. They shared together. They loved one another. They were one. They broke the bread. They met together in the temple, most likely in (243) Solomon's porch and they met together at every house. They broke bread from house to house and they enjoyed their food with thankfulness. They lived in such a way that the world looked at them. They had never seen such a scene before. No wonder many were added. It was their way of life that attracted people. It was more than just what they preached; it was their life together that touched people's hearts. You find that in the church in Jerusalem. Of course, Jerusalem had its peculiar circumstances because on the day of Pentecost Jews came from all over the world. They came to attend the feast but when they believed in the Lord Jesus many people did not go back to their homes; they all stayed in Jerusalem. So those who lived in Jerusalem would open their homes: "My home is yours. Come and live with me." They shared food together, and because of the need there some people sold their property so that the need would be met.
 
Whether we should practice sharing everything in common is another matter. But during revivals such things usually happen and if there is a need such things do happen. The important thing is: are we delivered from our individualism? I, my, mine. Are we so delivered that we can see that we are members of one another and really love one another, not in words but in deed? This is the Christian way of life. This is the body living. And when the body is lived in such a way, it is so healthy that it begins to grow. Many are added.
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The Church in Antioch
 
The same thing happened in Antioch. You find in chapter 11 that when the gospel was preached in Antioch, in the beginning those Jewish people, who believed in the Lord Jesus, went there and only preached to the Jews. But there were some Greeks who were in Jerusalem during Pentecost, probably devout Greeks and now they believed in the Lord Jesus, and they went to Antioch. They preached to the Greeks, and the Holy Spirit began to work and many turned to the Lord. So when the church in Jerusalem heard about it, they sent Barnabas there.
 
I think it is very, very interesting that the church in Jerusalem did not send John and Peter there. If they had sent John and Peter there it probably would have meant: "You believe in the Lord Jesus, now you come under our wing. We, the church in Jerusalem, are the mother church. You, Antioch, are the daughter church. You come under our jurisdiction.”
 
No, they sent Barnabas. Barnabas was a Hellenistic Jew. He had the Greek background, so he could understand these people better, and he was a man with a big heart. He was a son of consolation. So the church sent him there, not in the sense of trying to absorb the church in Antioch, but rather to show sympathy, to show they were (245) one and they wanted to help one another. Barnabas was a good man and he was full of the Holy Spirit; so he helped them. When he saw the scene, he was glad; he was not envious. He was glad and he encouraged them to continue on with purpose, abiding in the Lord. And the Lord began to add people. Barnabas realized it was too much for him, so he went to Tarsus to find Saul and ask him to come and work together with him. Barnabas did not say, "This is my territory. It is mine. Nobody can come." No, he realized his limitations. He was humble enough to ask a younger brother to come and help, and for one year they were with the people. They were teaching the disciples there, and these people believed in the Lord Jesus. They were so taught; they grew spiritually; they manifested Christ in such a corporate way that the world said, "These are Christians." They earned that name. Brothers and sisters, we are called Christians. Do we earn it? Are we worthy of it? Sometimes I think I am not worthy to be called a Christian.
 
So in the book of Acts we have these examples. This is the body living. Oh, how I thank God that before the epistles you have the gospels and the book of Acts because this is the way God always works. He will do it first and then He will teach us what has happened. This is the right order because if you reverse the order and teach first, there is always the problem of trying to put a teaching into practice by your flesh and that turns it into law and letter, and the (246) letter kills. Here, you find first the life and then He tells you what the life is, the potential of that life. The life is already there, so everything comes out instead of being put on. Our problem is that everything is put on and it is not something that comes out from within. So it is man-made; it is not a matter of life. Here we see how God's people lived together as the body. Then the epistles begin to teach us, to tell us what has happened, and we follow this life, and life will grow and grow and grow.
 
BODY LIVING IN THE EPISTLES
 
Romans
 
If you turn to the epistles, you find they are full of the teachings of body living. Usually, the first part of each letter is of life and the second part is on living. The epistles do not teach us how to live before we have life because if that is the case we are not what it says and we are trying to be like it. It is like a little kid trying to act like a man. This is not so. When you read the epistles, first they tell us what that life is. For instance in Romans, the first eleven chapters tell us what God has done for us in Christ Jesus, what Christ is to us. After we receive all the mercies of God, then are we exhorted? No, we are begged. Are we just being exhorted, encouraged or are we being begged?
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So you find in Romans 12 it says: "Therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, I beg you to present your bodies a living sacrifice.” After you present your body as a living sacrifice then what happens? You discover that you are now in the body. How are you going to live that body life? Do not be high minded; do not look upon yourself as bigger than what you really are, but think wisely. Do not think that you are the body. You are only a member of the body. So be faithful as a member. If God gives you the gift of prophecy, then prophesy according to the proportion of faith. If God makes you an eye then see for the body. Do not try to be an ear. Be faithful according to the proportion of faith.
 
If God made you a member to serve, maybe a hand or a foot, then serve diligently. Every member does its part and it is all for the increase of the body. Let love be unfeigned. Let brotherly love be there, and let us serve the Lord diligently. This is living the body life. You are not just living alone with everything just for your own self. You are living with the other members of the body. So we need to love one another and encourage one another.
 
If you continue on with the book of Romans, you find we need to receive one another as Christ has received us to the glory of God. Brothers and sisters, we have sinned very much in this. We do not receive one another. If our brother or our sister has a different (248) understanding of the word of God or has a different experience than ours, we say, "You are not of us. We have no fellowship. We cannot receive you." How we hurt the Head. Receive one another as Christ has received us to the glory of God.
 
I Corinthians
 
If you read I Corinthians you would say I Corinthians certainly does not tell us body living. Those believers in Corinth were so carnal. They lived everything opposite to the very principles of the body life. But thank God, through the negative we learn the positive. In I Corinthians chapters 1-4 you find it talks of division. God’s people are divided. Some say, "I am of Paul." Some say, "I am of Apollos." Some say, "I am of Cephas." Some say, "I am of Christ.” "Paul brought me to the Lord, so I am for him." Some say, “Apollos helped me with his teaching, so I follow Apollos." Some say, “Peter is the orthodox one because he came from Jerusalem. He was one of the early apostles and we traced to the very orthodoxy; so I am for Peter." And some people are superficially or pseudo-spiritual. “Ah, you don't know. I am of Christ. Christ is bigger than Peter. He is more orthodox. He is bigger than Apollos. He is bigger than Paul. I am for Christ, so you are all out.”
(249)
Is Christ divided? Why are you so small? Paul is yours. Apollos is yours. Cephas is yours. Everything is yours and you are Christ’s and Christ is God's. That is body living. In Christ we are one.
 
As you continue on with chapters 5-7, you find these people who were called Christians lived to the shame of the Lord Jesus. There was seen in their midst what you could not find even in the world, and they did not care. They sued one another in the Gentile courts. They were very loose in their living. Certainly, this is not body living.
 
What is body living? Paul said, "Our Passover is Christ. Now we are in the feast of Unleavened Bread. So purge out the leaven. We must live our life as with unleavened bread, with sincerity and truth. This is what the church is. In the body life there should be no leaven. All the leaven has to be destroyed that we may keep the feast in purity, in sincerity.
 
In chapters 8 and 9, you find in Corinth how they indulged themselves; how they wanted to enjoy life. They enjoyed good food. They wanted to have parties, so they went to the temple and ate things offered to idols. They thought they had the knowledge, but litthere was no discipline. So Paul said, "I discipline my body to put it (250) under me. If my brother would stumble because I eat meat, I would rather not eat it. I have to live by love, not by knowledge.”
 
In chapters 10-14 you find there was confusion there. At the breaking of bread there was confusion because in the beginning they usually put the love feast and the table together, but the love feast became something wild. Those who were rich ate by themselves with wine until they were drunk, and those who were poor sat there watching. After that, they broke the bread together. Isn't that a contradiction? So Paul said, "What we have received and delivered to you was not that; only the table. The love feast is another thing.” From there on, these two things were separated.
 
There was confusion and from these confusions we learn that our God is the God of order. There is a spiritual order there. The head of Christ is God; the head of all man is Christ; the head of woman is man. There is an order, not inequality. So far as life is concerned, it is equal; so far as order is concerned, God sets an order. And with that order His work can be done.
 
Then in chapters 15-16 in the church in Corinth there were people who even doubted there was resurrection. And if you have doubt about resurrection, then you can live loosely: "Eat and drink (251) for tomorrow you die." So you find there was rebellion, but in the life of the church it is faith and obedience.
 
The Bible has much to say about body living, but remember the living is not something put on; it is something lived out. So the more you know the life of Christ, the more you are able to live out Christ. This is true individually and also corporately. So may the Lord help us that to us this matter of the body may be a reality. It is heavenly but it can be practiced on earth to the glory of God.

OPS/toc.xhtml
		I. BODY VISION		Paul's Heavenly Vision

		The Vision of Jesus as Lord

		The Vision of the One Body

		The Body is a Reality

		The Mystery of Christ Revealed





		II. BODY CALLING		THE CALLING THAT ACCOMPANIES VISION

		CALLED ACCORDING TO GOD'S PURPOSE

		CALLED TO BE THE BODY OF CHRIST

		PRESENT YOUR BODIES AS A LIVING SACRIFICE

		MANY ARE CALLED — FEW ARE CHOSEN

		THE CALLING IS HIGH





		III. BODY PRINCIPLES		THE REALITY OF THE BODY OF CHRIST

		THE BODY OF CHRIST IS LIVING

		PRINCIPLES OF THE BODY OF CHRIST





		IV. BODY LIVING		THE NAME “CHRISTIAN"

		PEOPLE OF THE WAY

		THE TEACHING OF THE APOSTLES

		THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE APOSTLES

		Breaking of Bread

		Prayer

		BODY LIVING IN THE EPISTLES










