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Message IV

We thank the Lord that He has given us another opportunity
to gather before Him.~. My own feeling is that every time after we
break the bread in remembrance of our Lord, there is nothing else we
should say. Since we have a touch with the Lord like this; we can
fellowship in His blood; we can have fellowship — commune— with
His body. Then 1 feel that is sufficient. There is_nothing more
precious .than fellowshiping and communing (with the Lord.
Nothing can be more glorious than this. But since the brothers have
so.arranged, I can only submit.

Now the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly: and your
whole spirit and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He [is] faithful who calls you,
who will also perform [it]. (1 Thess. 5:23-24)

Wherefore also we are zealous, whether present or absent, to
be agreeable to Him. “For we must all be manifested before the
Jjudgement-seat of the Christ, that each may receive the things [done/
- in the body according to those he has done, whether [it be] good or
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evil. (Il Cor. 5:9-10)

According to the grace of Godwhich has been given to me, as
a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon
it. But let each see how he_ builds upon it. For other foundation
can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Now if anyone build upon [this] foundation, gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, grass,-straw, the work of each shall be made manifest;
Jor the day shall declare [it], because it is revealed in fire; and-the
fire shall try the work of each what it is. If the work of anyone
which he has built upon [the foundation] shall «bide;. he shall
receive a-.reward. If the work of anyone shall be consumed, he
shall suffer'loss, but he shall be saved, but so as through [the] fire.
(I Cor.-3:10-15)

Let us bow down and pray.

Lord, we thank You and praise You because You have given us Your
word.  Through Your word we ‘can gain Yourself. We look unto
Your Holy Spirit to once again’ quicken Your word, so that Your
word becomes in each of us life and spirit and that Your will can be

accomplished.  In the name of Lord Jesus. Amen.
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The word of God tells us that He made the shape of man with
dust, and He breathed the breath of life into the nostrils of this man.
That man became a living soul. So we know when God created
man, He gave us a body. - The body was formed by dust; it gave us a
natural ability to come in. contact with things on earth. When the
breath of God was breathed into the nostrils of man, that became-the
spirit of man because it came from the inside of God directly into.the
inside of man. .. So man can come in contact with the Spirit‘of God
through this spirit. When the spirit and the body met, it created this
living soul~ ‘This living soul is us, the man himself. Itis the place
where our personality is.

According to the order of creation by God, the spirit is at the
highest position because the spirit is where a man meets God, and
from God he receives His abundance. Through our spirit we come
to know God, and through our spirit.-we worship God. Therefore,
the spirit is at the highest position inside a man. But the soul is the
most critical thing in a man, because our soul represents us the
person.  Our soul has the ability to receive the revelation from God
to us, and then it can command our body to do the will of God. So
we know that the soul of man is in a very important position. After
man fell, the spirit of man became dead to God, and man fell into his

own soul and his own'body. And then the Bible says, “Man became
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flesh”, because he was severed from God: . So the life of this fallen
man is the ‘self”. Now this self life considers ‘self’ to be the center.
Sin reigns in this man, and he is now under the bondage of death and
sin. Not only was the spirit dead,.but that death also reached to his
soul and his body.

But we thank and- praise God. Because God loves us, He has
prepared a complete-saivation for us. A fallen man cannot save
himself. He cannot quicken his own spirit, and he cannot save his
own fallen soul.*. He cannot save his own body in order that it will
not die. All-this is beyond what man can do. But we. thank and
praise God! 'What man cannot do, to God all is possible. God has
prepared.for us a complete salvation. The salvation of God not
only reaches our spirit, but also revives our spirit; which was dead in
sin ‘and transgression. What is born of the/Spirit is spirit. The
Holy Spirit gives us a rebirth. Not only has-He given us a rebirth;
but the Holy Spirit Himself now dwells in our new spirit. The
reason He dwells in us is to complete the will of God. The Holy
Spirit in us wants to touch the function of our conscience. Our
conscience has been cleansed by the blood. So now, our conscience
has God as our standard. The Holy Spirit uses the standard of God
to touch our conscience $o that we know what is sin and what is
righteousness. The Holy Spirit now also touches the intuition in

our conscience, so in eurintuition we can directly understand the will
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of God. The Holy Spirit touches. upon this function of
communication in our spirit so that we.can have constant communion
with God. Thus, the Holy Spirit has now restored our spirit to the
original function that God intended it to be. The Holy Spirit brings
our spirit to a holy state. /Sanctification means ‘according to the
original design of God.” _So the Holy Spirit in our own spirit brings
us to a sanctified state.

We see that God’s salvation also reaches our soul. Through
the cross of Christ, He has crucified our old man with Him so that
today, as we live, “it is no longer I but Christ lives in me.”
Originally ‘self” is the life of the soul. But, through the cross, the
‘self” has been done away with. Now Christ not.only lives in our
spirit,’but He also lives in our soul. ~ Christ Himself is now the life in
our soul. Christ Himself is cleansing our._mind, our emotion, and
our will. Through the Holy Spirit, He-leads us to deny ourselves,
take up our cross, and follow Him. . He'is doing this transforming
work so that there is a great change'in our soul.  Originally, the soul
is full of ‘self’. Whatever is expressed from inside of us is nothing
but ‘self’. Whatever comes from our ‘self’ is nothing but shame.
But we thank and praise God. The Holy Spirite;~ doing this
transforming work in us, so.that our self life is decreasif;g day by day
and that the position of Christ’s life in our soul is increasing more and

more, just like what John the Baptist said: “He must increase and 1
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must decrease.” When Christ is in us/being our life, what we live
out will be Christ and no longer myself. The character of Christ is
gradually constituted in us. So, what is manifested now is Christ,
not ourselves. This is the work.that the Holy Spirit is doing in us
today.

Everything that God requires from us is only one thing, and that
is to cooperate with. Him, because there is nothing we can’do.
Everything is done by the Spirit of God, but He needs our co-
operation. Because God gives us a will — it is a free will — and
God honors;.our character, He never forces us. “If“you are
constrained by His love and are willing to offer yourselfto Him, then
He will.do His work in you. If you are not willing, although you
havebeen saved by grace, our God will not compel you.

Some will say, “If I have believed in.the-Lord Jesus, I am saved,;
I will not go to hell; T will go to heaven, and that is enough. Why
does God’s word tell us we still have to deny ourselves, take up our
cross, and follow Him? Why does the Bible tell us not to love the
world? Can I not have the best-of both worlds? On the one hand,
I have been saved and I can-go‘'to heaven; on the other hand, I can
love this world, I can enjoy, the pleasures of this world, and I can
satisfy myself, since I“have already been saved. Is it not even
better?”



Message IV 71

Why do we as believers today have to resist the world, be
separated from it, and still need to deny ourselves and still have to
take up the cross? Why do we have to suffer like this? If man’s
salvation is only a matter of going to heaven or hell, then the most
clever person might be the one who decides to go on to enjoy the
world after he is saved. _But the word of God says that, when we
are saved, although our-spirit is reborn, our soul still needs to be
saved.

What is so. important about the salvation of the soul?” The
word of God/says, “Now the God of peace Himself sanctify you
wholly: /and-your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” . Here it says that
our Lord Jesus is going to return. Two thousand years ago, our
Lord came to earth once. He accomplished the work of redemption.
Now He tells us that one day He shall return:  Brothers and sisters,
why does it matter to us that Heis returning? I believe that all of us
sitting here know that our Lord will come again. We also know
that the day of His coming is near.._ As the Bible says, He is already
at the threshold. 1In countries” in the east, when you go to
somebody’s house, it is a little different from the way you go to
someone’s house in the western countries. In a western house,
once you go through the’gate, you are already inside the house.

The structure of eastern houses divides the house into many sections.
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You have to go through several gates in order to enter into the house. -
Matthew chapter 24 tells us that the Son of Man is near, just at the
‘doors threshold’. There are many doors there. He might be at
the front gate, or the middle gate, or the inner gate. But no matter
what, when he gets to the gate of the house, He will already be in the
house.

Brothers and_ sisters, we have to ask ourselves a question.
What is our attitude towards the second coming of our Lord? Shall
we welcome Him? Do we wish we could see Him face to face?” Or,
when we talk-about our Lord’s coming back, is there a‘fear in our
hearts? We do not know what will happen when we see Him.  Are
we afraid of seeing Him? Why would some long for, Jesus’ coming
and wish to see His face? As Peter said, “Although we have not
seen’Him, we still love Him” He also expressed the wish to see
Him face to face. Or, do we have fear like some Christians whenever
the Lord’s coming is mentioned? = Why-is it so? If today the
outcome of our being saved is just to go to heaven, and outside of
this there is nothing else, then why do-we have two different kinds of

feeling about His coming?

We thank the Lord. |In John 5:24, lJesus says, “Verily,
verily I say unto you, that he that hears my word, and believes Him
that has sent me, has life-eternal, and does not come into judgment,
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but is passed out of death into life””« “We thank the Lord. We
were those who should perish.  Originally, we were supposed to be
standing before the Great White Throne for judgment . We know
that at the end times, the Great. White Throne will be set up, and all
the dead will rise up and will,be judged according to their record.
Everyone of us has a file in front of the Lord. All the things we
have done in our life are recorded there. God will judge us
according to that record. That is the judgment of the Great White
Throne. It is a matter of eternal death or eternal life. It would be
frightening to (stand in front of the Great White Throne. The
moment will determine our eternal destiny.

But we thank our Lord and praise Him. This judgment has
already been borne by our Lord Jesus on the cross. Our Lord has
borne all our sins on the cross. When He hung on the cross for our
sins, He cried out, “My God, my God,. ‘why have You forsaken
Me?” Within those three hours, from/12 o’clock noon to 3 o’clock
in the afternoon, when He gave up His spirit, there the sinless became
sinful for us. The wrath of God-fell upon Him. God separated
Himself from Jesus. The One'who was one with God from eternity
to eternity was cut off from-God in those three hours. He tasted the
taste of hell. Hell is a place where it is forever cut off from the
living God.  But our Liord on the cross tasted the taste of hell for
us. We thank and‘praise God. At the last hour, He said, “It is
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finished.” The work of redemption was finished. Then He bowed
His head and gave up His spirit.

Brothers and sisters, we who have believed in our Lord Jesus
have already come out of death and entered into life. We are no
longer condemned. We will not go through the judgment before the
Great White Throne. ‘We have already been given eternal life. For
this redemption God~has paid the highest price. It is His Son
Himself who has died for our sins. For this, we thank and praise
Him. But, brothers and sisters, this does not mean that we will
escape judgment.” It is true that, after we become Christians, there
is no longer judgment onus. But many God’s children.do not know
that, when our Lord Jesus comes, judgment shall start in the house of
God. ~.When our Lord comes again, all of His household shall gather
before Him. There we shall go before the judgment seat of Christ.
So Paul says that we have to be blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. It implies that, when the Liotd Jesus comes, some will
be blamed. If we do not receive the-whole salvation from God, or,
if today, after we are saved, we live in'a very careless way, then we
have not let Christ live in us. “We still live for ourselves. Then,
brothers and sisters, when our.Lord gathers His family before Him,
serious problems will arise. 1In Il Corinthians, chapter S, it tells us
that Paul said, “Living 'or dead, I have an ambition.” = What was
this ambition? “I want to please Him.” Why did he have this
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ambition? He said that all shall stand before the judgment seat of
Christ and all will be judged accordingto what they have done.

Brothers and sisters, wethank and praise our God. By God’s
grace, we shall not be judged before the Great White Throne. But,
ahead of us there is a judgment before Christ. In I Thessalonians
chapter 4, it says that the trumpets shall sound. Those dead in Christ
shall rise. Those that.remain shall be lifted to the skies and megt the
Lord. We shall be lifted to the air and will gather before Christ in
the air. This will be a big family gathering. We all know that this
judgment seat'is a place slightly higher. We know families in the east
are usually large, not like the small families we have in the west.
was born in a big family with all four generations living in the same
house~ Even the daughters who were married stayed in the house.
Here, we shall have the largest family in‘the whole world -- The
house of God. All those belong to the Lord are children of this
family. So, one day we shall be gathered together. In the east, we
have this custom. Sometimes we hold family meetings when all
members, young and old, gather tegether in one big room. In that
room, there is one raised platform where the head of the house is
supposed to sit. All the- family stand before him. If there is
someone in the house who has brought honor to the father or
ancestors, then the head of the house will praise him in the open and

reward him. But if there is someone who has done something to
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defame the family, then he will be rebuked in the open and punished.
But we have to remember. This is a judgment within the house. If
you are not a member of that house, you cannot partake. If you are
not a child of God, then you have-no part in that judgment. But if
you are a child of God, you cannot escape from it. All of us, when
Christ comes, shall be gathered before Him. At that time all of us
will be judged. But this is not the judgment of the Great White
Throne which has-something to do with governing. It concerns
matters of eternal life or eternal death. But this judgment is before a
seat, a judgment within the house. It has nothing to do with eternal
life or eternal death. It has to do with rewards or loss.

As-we have seen in I Corinthians chapter 3, Paul says he is like
a wise architect who has already laid the foundation. That
foundation is no other than Jesus. But we all are building upon it.
We may build with gold, silver, and precious.stones, or we build with
straw, wood, and stubble. What does this mean? It means that
after we believe in the Lord, whatever we did before we believed has
been cleansed and already judged.. 1t will not be condemned again.
But after we were born into His'house, then our everyday life is like
building up something. Weall are building. We can use gold, silver,
and precious stones. = Gold represents the nature of God. In the Old
Testament times, silver was used to signify redemption. Precious
stones refer to the work of the Holy Spirit. We can use gold, silver
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and precious stones to build. We canuse the life of God to build.
We can build according to the work-of Christ’s redemption. We
can build according to the word/of the Holy Spirit within us. But
we can also build with wood, hay, and stubble. Wood is the nature
of man. Hay represents the:work of man because the Israelites used
hay to build. Stubble is the-glory of man. The glory of man has no
value. Brothers and sisters, after we were saved, how do we live
before God? Do we live according to the life of God in us, or-do
we live according to-our old self life? Do we live according to the
redemption of Christ, or do we live according to our own work?
Or, just like some who try to justify himself with his ownworks, do
we let the Holy Spirit do the transforming work .in'us? He uses
pressure, darkness, and heat, to test us so that we can become
precious stones. But today we build with stubble. We only ask
for the glory of man. We do not let the Holy Spirit work within us.

Brothers and sisters, if you build. with gold, silver and precious
stones, you will have to pay a price. 'You have to deny yourself,
take up the cross, and follow Christ... If you build with wood, straw,
and stubble, you need not pay/much price. But if you build with
gold, silver, and precious stones, what you build is something man
cannot see. If you build with wood, hay, and stubble, it can be very
big which every one can,see. But one day, fire will come. Our

God is a consuming fire. Before the judgment seat of Christ, our
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Lord shall measure every one of us according to Himself How
much in us is from Him? How much'in us is from ourselves? If it
is from Him, like gold, silver, and precious stones, when it is tried by
fire, not only will it not be consumed, but it will shine with greater
glory. Ifitis wood, hay and stubble, it will be consumed by the fire.
Although the person himself will be saved, he will be merely saved.
In other words, from the day he is saved until the day he sees the
Lord, all these days are all spent in vain.  All his works will not last.
If today on this'earth, we let the Holy Spirit do the transforming
work in us and let the character of the Lord be constituted.in.us, then
on that day, we see that we shall be rewarded. Of course this
reward is based on His grace, not on our works. Paul says that “I
am what-I'am; it is all by His grace.” By His grace, if God wants to
work-on us, we will let Him. If Christ wants-to live in us, we let
Him'live. Then, on that day we will be rewarded.

Brothers and sisters, today among God’s children, there is a
big defect concerning their understanding about the truth of God.
Some think there is only the difference between today and eternity. It
is only a matter of ‘today 1 live, and forever 1 will be in heaven’.
But the Bible tells us that not-only is there today but there is also the
age to come. There is also an eternal age between now and eternity.
What does this age refer to? This age to come refers to the
kingdom coming to€arth. The Lord shall reign on earth one
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thousand years. Among God’s children, few understand the gospel
of the kingdom, thinking that the gospel is only the gospel for
forgiveness of sins. They only know the gospel of Luke, because
Luke talks about the forgiveness of sins. They do not know the
gospel of Matthew, the gospel of the kingdom. It is not to say there
is only one kind of gospel. "It is to say that the gospels cover a lot,
for the salvation of Godis'so great.

Brothers and sisters, not only do we have to receive this gospel
about forgiving sins, but we also have to accept the truth @bout the
kingdom. When John Baptist came to earth, he said, ‘" Repent, for
the kingdom is near.” Here we see the reason-for repentance.
He was:not saying one must repent because he has'sin. (Of course
you should repent when you have sins.) He warned people to
repent because the kingdom of heaven was near:' When the kingdom
comes, you cannot go into the kingdom'in your present condition.
The Jews had a temple. They had priests and sacrifices. They had the
Old Testament Bible. They had the rituals and the words. They
appeared to be a godly nation. But John said, “You shall repent. In
your present religious condition; you cannot enter the kingdom.
You have to repent because of the kingdom.”  When our Lord came
out preaching, He said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” Indeed our Lord is the king of His kingdom. He said, “I
was born for this. But my kingdom does not belong here.” Our Lord
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is the king of the kingdom. In other words) our Lord is the kingdom.
But why did He say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”?
Even though our Lord is the king, He did not have His people. A
nation must have its people. If a nation has only a king but without
people, then it does not count. - Therefore, when our Lord came out
to preach, He preached the kingdom.

In Matthew chapter 11, Jesus said, “From the time of John the
Baptist till now, the kingdom of heaven has been entered through
force.” At that time, the Lord already had disciples. His disciples
are His peopler His authority reaches to His disciples. So He has
His kingdom: But in order to enter, you have use force. Now this
force in the original text means ‘violence’. Violent men enter into it.
Now.-what does this ‘violence’ mean? It doés not mean you are
supposed to apply violence on others. If you are violent toward
others, it has nothing to do with the kingdom, for that is the spirit of
the world. The ‘violence’ here is to apply toward yourself. This is
what the Bible means by denying yourself. Deny yourself. Your
‘self” is fallen so you have to reject him and accept the cross. The
cross, on one hand, decrecases, you, while, on the other hand, it
increases Christ. It starts to form a change in your life so you can
come out of your own personality in order that the life of Christ may
be constituted in you.
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Indeed the kingdom today is still hidden. The world has not
seen the kingdom coming. But the reality of that kingdom is
already on earth. Some Christians are violent and zealous before
God. The kingdom of heaven. is already on them. The Lord said,
“Blessed are those who are poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.” Brothers and sisters, on earth today there is a group of
disciples who are true'disciples. They really learn from our Lord.
Now that learning” of course is through the Lord’s grace. .(They
carry their yoke with the Lord. The Lord is meek and lowly." So
they learn of the'Lord. They have peace in their soul. In other words,
they soul is.saved and sanctified. Brothers and Sisters, the kingdom is
a reality onthem.

But, for many others, the kingdom is_totally far away. In
them there is no reality of the kingdom. They do not let the Lord
reign in them. They are still sitting on-their own throne. These
people have nothing to do with the-kingdom of heaven. One day,
when our Lord comes, then the kingdom will be revealed. Brothers
and sisters, the Bible tells us some will reign with Christ one
thousand years. Others will be outside the door.

Often times we do not understand the truth of the kingdom.
We apply some passages from the Scriptures to people who do not
believe, for instance, the five foolish virgins and the five wise ones.
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Some say these five foolish virgins are not believers. But the
Bible begins telling this parable by saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is
like ... ©  Unbelievers are normally compared to a harlot, for they
are one with the world. Only those believers who belong to the Lord
are virgins. (Paul says, “I have betrothed you as chaste virgins to a
husband.” So we know. virgins refer to saved ones.) They all
have lights with oil in them. It means that in them there is the Holy
Spirit. They all go out'to welcome the bridegroom.  (Would.there
be unbelievers waiting for the coming of the Lord? Of course not.)
But they all fall asleep because the Lord is not here yet- * During
the night there'is a voice. The groom is coming. They all wake up.
They are going to welcome the groom. The wise, virgins have
reserved extra oil for their lamps. So they put the.oil in the lamps to
welcome the groom. The foolish ones also -have their lamps but
without oil. They have spent their money. for oil for other things
which they think more precious than oil.. (So, at that crucial moment,
the light of their lamps goes out. They are.not worthy to welcome the
groom. They try to borrow oil. But the wise virgins reply that their
oil is not for loan. The otherschave to go buy it. Brothers and
sisters, the Holy Spirit that is in us is given to us. But, in order to be
filled with the Spirit, you have to pay a price. If you are not willing to
pay a price, then you are.not worthy to see the face of the Lord. So
here we see the five wise virgins get to go to the wedding. They
enjoy the feast while the five foolish virgins are left outside the gate
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gnashing their teeth.

“Now the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly.”
Sanctification means complete separation for God like Christ is.
This is sanctification. Sanctification means to have the character of
Christ be your character., May the God of peace sanctify you
wholly so that your spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless-at
the coming of the Lord: Brothers and sisters, this is the will of God
toward us. He does not wish to see that, when we see Him, we are
ashamed. If we are in that condition, we shall really hurt him. He
has accomplished such a great salvation for us. The Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit work in one accord so that we may be wholly
sanctified. But we have rejected His great salvation. Brothers and
sisters, this is not the will of God. God’s will is. for us to be joyful
when we see Him. The will of God is for us.to be awarded and to
have a part in His kingdom. His will for usis to have a part in the
wedding of the Lamb. I believe the wedding of the Lamb will
continue for a thousand years. It will.be a glorious one. That is the
will of the Lord for us. And this s the calling of God. Our God is
faithful. He will do it.

Brothers and sisters, God is willing. Are you willing?
Thank God. All is by grace. God’s grace has already been given
to us. The work of God'is already accomplished. The Holy Spirit has



84 Message IV

come. He is already working in us. He is going to perform the
glorious work of God. We all have to be conformed to the image of
His Son and become worthy to be His bride. But, brothers and sisters,
are we willing? God so wills. May we be willing. May God be
gracious to us. We shall see His glory before us. We shall see our
Lord soon. Let us adorn ourselves and be prepared.

Let us bow down and pray.

Our Lord, how glorious You are. Your will is also glorious. You
actually want to save us, the dishonorable ones, to an extent that we
may be conformed to the image of Your Son and that we }m’zy be the
companion of Your Son forever. Lord, Your love_is so great. May
Your dove constrain us so that we will not make light of Your grace
and-that we may rise up to work with you and put ourselves in Your
hands. Lord, may You keep up with Your good work until Your glory

is revealed. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
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