Wholly Sanctified
 
PREFACE
The 12th West Coast Christian Conference was held from July 30 to August 2, 1998 in Seattle, Washington.
The theme of the conference was: WHOLLY SANCTIFIED. The part concerning 'Sanctification of the Soul' was delivered by Brother Stephen Kaung and was transcribed from audio tapes and printed by permission.
This finished version has not been reviewed by the speaker.
 

Message I
 
Please read I Thessalonians 5:23,24.
Now the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly: and your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He [is] faithful who calls you, who will also perform [it].
May we have a word of prayer:
Lord, we thank You and praise You. It is Your sovereign grace that You gather us together before You. We trust that You are among us. And we trust You shall speak to us. Lord, we only pray that we can be totally open before You, that we can truly hear Your own word, that Your word can examine our hearts, and Your word can save us because every word of Yours is powerful. Now, Lord we give this time back to You. We look to Your own Spirit to work here. In the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen.
We thank our Lord. He collected us from all directions. We believe, when God so gathers us together, He has His own perfect will. We pray that His will can be accomplished among us. So we ask ourselves to pray these few days before the Lord. For, if the Spirit of the Lord does not work, none of us can do anything. But when the Spirit of the Lord works, no one can resist it.
The two verses we read are the focus of our gathering together. I personally like these two verses very much because in these two verses God shows us His heart. God also shows us His calling, and also the Lord shows us His own work. It tells us here that "the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly." So here we see that the mind of God is so that we can be wholly sanctified. Often times we believe in the Lord Jesus that His salvation will only bring us out of hell and bring us into heaven and that is it. Actually in the concept of the sinful man like us, if our sins can be forgiven, and if we can go to heaven after we die, then that salvation is sufficient to us. Many believers believe in the Lord Jesus only in this way. But the Bible shows us, in the intent of God, He wants to save us to an extent that we can be wholly sanctified, and that our spirit and soul and body can be wholly preserved. Then, in the days of our Lord Jesus, we can be blameless. So here we see the salvation of God is indeed complete and rich. It is not only that our sins are forgiven and we shall be brought into heaven, but He shall save us to an extent that satisfies His own heart.
Our God is a holy God, so He wants us to be holy also. We remember the Scripture tells us that, unless a man is holy, he cannot see God. Our God is holy, therefore we shall be holy too. In others words, God's heart toward us is that we can be like Him, that we can have a portion, that we can partake in His nature, that we can be complete, that we can be perfect and that we can be one with Him. This is the intent of God toward us. So, not only our spirit needs to be saved and needs to be sanctified, but also our soul needs to be saved and sanctified and even our body needs to be saved and sanctified, so that our whole being can be like Him before Him. This is the heart of God toward us.
However, this is not only the heart and mind of God. We see this is also the calling of God. God's calling is according to His own will and His own glory. God has called us, but what has He called us to? He calls us to glory. He calls us to be sanctified. He calls us to be perfected. He calls us to be blameless. So, dear brothers and sisters, here we see how high and lofty is the calling of God towards us. He calls us according to His own glory and His own grace. This calling is not just towards a few. This calling is to all. He calls all who believe on Him, so that all can be sanctified. We should not think that only a few can be called saints. The Bible tells us that every believer is a saint and that we can all have a portion in His holiness. Therefore, we can all commune with God. God wants us to be able to satisfy Him, so that we can be like Him. So this is indeed a glorious calling.
This calling is not only to us individually, but this is also a calling to us corporately. God not only calls us individually to partake in His holiness, but He also wants to gain a glorious and holy church, with no spots and no wrinkles. It is a holy and glorious church. This is the calling of God towards us. His calling is according to His own will. Brothers and sisters, I pray that we can all hear this calling. Probably many children of God do not yet know God is calling them. Therefore there is difficulty in their pursuits of God, for they have downgraded the calling of the Lord.
We thank and praise God. He tells us very clearly in His own word that His calling is a lofty one, a holy one, and a glorious one. To us who have been so called by Him, how shall we respond to His calling?
Brothers and sisters, there is one thing we have to admit. Now, the calling of God is so glorious, but this is not something that we can accomplish by ourselves. If we want to respond to this calling just by ourselves, how are we going to accomplish this by ourselves? Brothers and sisters, we cannot even save ourselves; we cannot cleanse our own sins. For our whole life, we can try our best, doing this good or that good, but we see our own righteousness is just like that rag. It would be just like the fig leaves that Adam and Eve used to make garments for themselves; they could not cover their shame.
Brothers and sisters, now that we know that we cannot even save ourselves, how can we make ourselves wholly sanctified by ourselves? How can we partake in His character? And how can we be blameless on the day of His return? But, we thank and praise God. Here we see, the calling of God is something that God Himself is to perform, because God is faithful. He shall perform His own calling.
Here it says that the God of peace shall sanctify you by Himself wholly. It is He himself who is to accomplish this. Why does it say 'the God of peace' here? For, we know, our God is peaceful. In the trinity God, it is all harmonious. The Holy Father and the Holy Son and the Holy Spirit are in one accord. In them there is no separation. In them there is only harmony. They have only one spirit and one heart. In God there is peace.
Now this God of peace shall give this peace to us so that there is no separation between us and Him. Not only are we reconciled with Him, but also among us, and inside of us, there is harmony. In other words, the reconciliation of our spirit, our soul and our body is harmonious, and, in our whole being, it is consistent. Brothers and sisters, often times we see we are divided within. My spirit is willing, but my soul is not. My heart is willing, but my strength cannot match up. There is much conflict and turbulence within us. But we thank and praise our God. God himself is going to sanctify us so that we can be consistent and harmonious with Him, with ourselves, and with others. Our Lord is one with the Father. He wants us to be one with Him. He also wants us to be one with ourselves so that this peace can come to us and we can be sanctified wholly.
So this time when we gather together, we shall have this prayer before God. May these two verses become our prayer; these are prayers of faith. May the God of peace Himself sanctify us wholly. May our spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls us is faithful; He shall perform it. May we look to His grace so that we will cooperate with Him and allow Him to accomplish His glorious will in us.
The responsibility of our Brother Lance before the Lord is to talk about the spirit. My responsibility is with the soul. The responsibility of Brother Christian is with the body. Our Brother Lance already mentioned last night that we can tell the difference between the spirit, soul and body, but we cannot separate them. If we separate them, then our being is totally lost. But, if these three things are actually at war with one another, then we shall not have a peaceful life. But, if the spirit, soul and body can be wholly sanctified, then that will bring glory to God.
This morning we would like to share on this matter of the soul. When we share on this topic concerning the soul, we have to start from the very beginning. This morning, we want to share about the beginning or the creation of the soul and its fall. Genesis 2:7 records that God made the shape of man with dust. Then God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Originally, the shape or the likeness of this man made of dust was a dead one, just like a doll; there was no life, and it was not living. It lay there having only the shape of a man made of dust. So, do not think too highly of ourselves; we are only made out of dust. We are made of dust, and we shall return to dust. If, today, while living on this earth, we only consider our physical body as our prime purpose of living, then it will all be vanity of vanities.
But, we thank and praise God. After He finished making the shape of man by using dust, He breathed breath into the nostril of man. That breath came out of God himself Our brother mentioned last night that we have a special relationship with God. Because when God created all other things, He only uttered a few words, and things were done. God said, 'Let there be light", and there was light. But it was not like this when God created man. There was a breath of life coming out from the inside of God that entered into the nostril of man. This renders a direct relationship between man and God.
I do not know if my interpretation is right, but I will go ahead to put it before you so that you can judge and examine. The Bible tells us that God breathed the breath of life into the nostril of man. When the breath of life entered into this shape which was made of dust, this breath of life became the spirit of man. This spirit of man is not the spirit of God, but it comes from the breath of God. Therefore there is a direct connection between man and God. In the original language of Hebrew, here the 'life' in the breath of life is in plural. There may be two interpretations. Some say that in the Hebrew language, sometimes when you have to emphasize something, you use the plural. So here, maybe an emphasis is made to express that God is doing something special to man; hence the breath of lives. But it may also be possible that, when the breath of life enters the nostrils of man, on one hand it becomes the spirit of man, and, on the other hand, it gives man a living soul. Or, to put it in another way: When the breath of life comes in contact with this shape made of dust, there is a reaction. That reaction makes man a living soul. In the Chinese translation, it says it is a living man with a spirit. That is only an interpretation. In the original language, there is no mention of the word 'spirit'. It only says: Thus, that man becomes a living soul. In other words, this man of dust now stands up. Now he is living. Now he becomes a living soul. Now he has his will; he has his thoughts; he has his emotions. And now he has his personality. He now becomes a man; he is a living soul.
Why is man called 'soul' in the Scripture? We remember when Jacob brought his descendants into Egypt, the Bible says that Jacob and his descendants, seventy souls, entered Egypt. This is the original language. The Chinese translation says 'seventy people', because indeed a man's soul represents man himself In man, the soul indeed has the highest position, because that is where man has connection with God. In the order by which God created man, God wants the spirit of man to be in the highest position, so that he can commune with God there. He receives the will of God in the spirit. Then the spirit of man takes the will of God and gives it to his soul, so that his soul can will to receive God's will, willing to obey the will of God and taking the will of God to be good. Then his intellect, as well as his mind, can also understand the will of God. He will also have a compassion and emotion that loves the will of God. Then he determines that his body should do the will of God. So, this is the order by which God gives His will to the man He created. The spirit is at the highest position, because, in the spirit, man can know the will of God-that is the 'God consciousness'.
The soul also has its own consciousness. I know that I exist because I have my soul, I have my thought, I have my will, I have my emotion. Therefore I know that I exist. Last night our brother already said that our body senses the world. The spirit has the highest position in our life, but the soul is the most critical in our life, because it is in between the spirit and the body. It is the interface between the spirit and the body. Now, whether God's will can be done in our body depends on the attitude of our soul. If our soul accepts the will of God, then it can tell our body to do it. If our soul rejects the will of God, then it will not let our body do the will of God. So we see that the soul indeed is a critical part.
Brothers and sisters, when God created the soul of man, what was its condition? When God created man, his soul was very innocent. We often say that a child is very innocent. When God created man, the soul of man was innocent. There was no guile in him, and he was totally open. The soul of man at that time was free. The Bible has this image for us. When God created man and put him in the garden of Eden, God often times came to talk with them. As they were not unfamiliar with God, so, at that time, they were very free before God. You cannot say that there was sin in them, because they had not sinned at that time. And you cannot say that they had righteousness in them either, because there was no righteousness appearing in them. We can say that their soul at that time was neutral. The soul then needed to be tested before we know the condition of the soul of man.
So when God created man, the soul of man was free and neutral. Man had his own free will because God created man in His own likeness. God is the only, and the first, free will in the whole universe. When He created us, He gave us a free will. That means that we can determine ourselves. We can choose ourselves. We can have our own opinions about what we want. It is the same with our thoughts. When we were created, we had thoughts, and we had minds. At that time we did not have the filthy sinful minds, but the noble thoughts did not start either. We can go either way. At that time, when God came to the garden of Eden to converse with man, as soon as they heard the footsteps of God, probably they would run to God like children. It would be just as your children come running to you when you return home. Even when you have just reached the door, when the children hear your footsteps, they run to you calling "Mom, Mom". I think that probably was the condition of Adam and Eve toward God. That love was not tested, but that was a true love, a genuine expression of their emotion. That was the condition of the soul of man when it was created. It was a living soul. It was not something without thought, without will, or without sensibility. If it were so, it would not be the man created by God. The soul created by God is a living soul, but that needs to be tested.
God put man in the garden of Eden. The garden of Eden was the best environment, because God had arranged that garden. Since God had designed it, I think that must be the best design. There were trees of all kinds of fruit, beautiful and delicious. God told Adam and Eve that they could eat of the fruits of all the trees in the garden. In the center of the garden there was the tree of life. We do not know what this tree looks like. But we do know this is the tree of life, and that 'life' is not the life of the soul, not the life which causes us to live. That 'life' is the life eternal, the life of God. God put his own uncreated life, glorious and holy, in that tree, which was in the center of the garden. Besides this tree, there was another tree called the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If one eats of its fruit, it will develop one's knowledge of good and evil. But, amazingly, God said to Adam, "You shall not eat of the fruit of that tree. Because the day you eat of that tree you shall die." Why would God do that? Because God intended to give man a choice. After all, how would this man choose his own future? He could choose the tree of life, accepting the life of God, confessing that his own life was not complete and he needed God to be his life, willing to submit to God, and letting the will of God prevail in his own life. This is one way of life. But, there is another way of life. If man chose the tree of knowledge of good and evil, that is to say, "I want to develop the ability of my soul. I don't need God to be my God. I want to be independent. I want to be god, like Him; I don't need Him."
Here we see that God put these two trees before man and let man choose. But, we thank God. God came to the garden to commune with them. I believe that, although God respects the free will of man, He would not say, "Man, you shall eat of the fruit of the tree of life. You have to eat of the tree of life." I believe God would not do so. But, I believe, by His own presence, God wanted to influence man to choose the tree of life. For, when man is with God, he is bound to discover that God is so perfect and so loving. God is also holy, righteous, and full of grace. Man will then be drawn to Him; he will want to be like God and submit to Him. Then, he would voluntarily go to the tree of life. But, regrettably, in spite of this exhortation of God, our father Adam did not go to the tree of life. He was also confused by Satan. So, he ate of the forbidden fruit. After he ate of the forbidden fruit, he immediately discovered that he was naked. Prior to this moment, they did not have any clothes on them, but they were not conscious that they were naked.
Now, I don't know whether my view is right here. This is not made clear in the Bible; this is just my thinking. You can take it or leave it. All the animals created by God have skin and hair. They all have fur as clothing. Man has skin, but he does not have a thick coat of fur. Although some have more hair, it is not thick enough to be his clothing. For all the other animals, their hair becomes their garment in the winter time.. (Today, I see people shave the hair of their pet dogs, and in the winter they put clothing on them. That is very unnatural, because God has already prepared clothing for dogs. We need not worry for God.) But, very amazingly, man does not have that kind of covering. So, personally, I believe when God created man, God gave man glory to be his clothing. But after man sinned, that glory left him.
Man originally had glory, for God told him to be in charge of the birds in the air and the animals on earth and the fish in the ocean. At that time, when a tiger met a man, the tiger would submit, probably because man had glory about himself So when the tiger came in contact with that glory, it would submit. But nowadays, it is different. When a tiger sees you, it will tear you into pieces. Probably after man sinned, the glory that God gave left him, so he discovered himself to be naked. He had to use fig leaves to cover his own shame. But then the cool air rolled in. When the wind blew, the fig leaves could not really cover them. So when they heard the steps of God in the garden, they hid themselves in the midst of trees.
Brothers and sisters, we see that, after a man sins, the soul of man falls. Here, something is happening. The first thing I'm going to say has something to do with the subject in Brother Lance's messages. We know that the Lord told Adam not to eat of that tree of the knowledge of good and evil, because the day he age of it, he shall die. But, after Adam ate of the fruit of that tree, the Bible tells us that he lived on for more than 500 years, and he had sons and daughters. So here we see that his body continued to live for 900 years and multiplied with children; that means that his soul was still very active. But the word of God is inerrant. The day he ate of that forbidden fruit, his spirit died. Although the spirit was still there, the communion between that spirit and the spirit of God was severed. Death, as given in the Bible, is a separation between a person and the normal environment in which he should be in. The normal environment of man's spirit is God. But, the minute man sinned, his relationship with God was separated. He was separated from the living God. Although the spirit was still there, and it was still functioning, but that function was no longer normal, because its relationship with God was totally separated.
Many people are very smart. He knows everything about astronomy and things of the earth. But when you talk about God with him, he is totally ignorant, because his spirit is dead. But his own soul is still very active. From that moment when man fell, he became a man of flesh and blood. The Chinese translation says it is of flesh and blood. But the original language says it becomes a natural man. What does a natural man refer to? A natural man refers to a fallen soul, just as it is said in Jude 19 that, without the Holy Spirit, it is totally carnal. Our being now falls totally under our soul and our body. The man's spirit now is totally separated from God. Thus, as man, we fall under our soul and our body. We become now a natural man. So, in Genesis 6, God says now that man is of the flesh, "My Spirit shall not strive with him".
So, we have become fallen man, a natural man of the flesh. What is our condition today? (1) We are separated from the life of God. (2) We have totally fallen into ourselves. 3) We become flesh. For the so-called higher class man, he would follow his soul. For the so-called lower class man, he will be completely controlled by his own passion. So here we see that man is now fallen. Now sin rules in man. Now man submits to the law of sin and death. What does it mean by the law of sin and death? The law of sin says, "You know this is something you should not do, but you do it anyway". The law of death says, "This I know I should do, but I cannot do it." Now, a man is under the total bondage of sin. To ask a man not to sin is impossible. To sin is natural. To sin is something you do not have to be taught. You do not need to have a school of sin to teach people to sin. A very small child knows how to sin at a very early age, because he was born a sinner. To sin is his natural ability. It is extremely difficult not to sin. You have to strive with all your strength to prevent yourself from sinning, for sin now reigns.
But, for us, 'self now becomes the life of this fallen soul. We are self centered in every way. The whole world revolves around us as its center. Everything must be for our own benefit. This is the condition of a fallen soul. On the surface, we just follow the fashion of the day. But, in reality, we are controlled by the enemy in the air which controls within us. The Bible says we are the sons of wrath. The spirit of an unbeliever is dead. When he lives in the world on this earth, he lives in a fallen soul. Although some people seem to be more noble in their behavior, and they are more moral, while some seem to commit more sin in their behavior, the differences are but secondary. The Bible tells us that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God; there is not one righteous, not even one. No one seeks God, and everyone goes astray. We are all like sheep gone astray. We have no God and no hope. This is the condition of man. This is the condition of a fallen soul.
Brothers and sisters, we need to know our past and recognize who we are. We are totally helpless. We are unable to free ourselves from that depraved condition. Now, because of his own will and intellect and sensibility, when man discovers himself to be in such a condition, he desires to restore himself So he turns to religion, ethics, or any moral things, trying to save himself But, brothers and sisters, we know that we cannot save ourselves. Thank and praise God. As our brother already mentioned last night, it is the Lord Jesus who came to save us. The Lord willing, we shall share about the salvation of the soul tomorrow, about how our fallen soul can be saved. On the third day, we shall share on the process by which our soul is sanctified. All these emphasize experience. On the last day, we shall talk on the result of the sanctification of the soul. We pray that, because we have come here together to read the word of God, the Holy Spirit will bring us to holy sanctification. This is the will of God; this is the calling of God, and this is His own work. Let us pray:
Lord, here when we review our past, we really see that we were totally helpless. We were fallen. We were dead in sins and transgressions. We had no God and no hope. We were all sinners. Even our righteousness was all sins before You. But, Lord, we thank You and praise You, because You did not forsake us. Even before the foundation of the earth, You had chosen us in Christ.
Lord, You came to this earth and accomplished this perfect salvation. Lord, may You prick and move our hearts through Your own Holy Spirit, so that we can repent and believe on our Lord Jesus. 0 Lord, You have come to save us. We thank You and praise You. You save us to the very end You save not only our spirit, but also our soul and body to the very end. Lord, we pray that You continue to open the eyes of our hearts so that we can see the glory of Your salvation and experience the efficacy of Your salvation. We give You all the praises. May Your will be done. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.

Message II
 
We would still like for brothers and sisters to turn to I Thess 5:23,24. "Now the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly: and your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He [is] faithful who calls you, who will also perform [it]."
And let us turn again to I Peter 1:3-12. "Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead, to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance, reserved in [the] heavens for you, who are kept guarded by [the] power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in [the] last time. Wherein ye exult, for a little while at present, if needed, put to grief by various trials, that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in [the] revelation of Jesus Christ: whom, having not seen, ye love; on whom [though] not now looking, but believing, ye exult with joy unspeakable and filled with [the] glory, receiving the end of your faith, [the] salvation of [your] souls." Please note here. I did not follow the Chinese version 'spirit', because in the original text, there is no such word 'spirit' in this sentence. "...salvation of [your]souls. Concerning which salvation prophets, who have prophesied of the grace towards you, sought out and searched out; searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which [was] in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which [belonged] to Christ, and the glories after these. To whom it was revealed, that not to themselves but to you they ministered those things, which have now been announced to you by those who have declared to you the glad tidings by [the] Holy Spirit, sent from heaven, which angels desire to look into."
Let's bow down and pray:
Our Lord, our God, we thank You because even angels desire to look into the salvation You have prepared for us. We thank You and praise You, because Your grace is way more than what our eyes can see, what our ears can hear, and what our hearts can think Our God and our Father, we will that, at this moment, Your Holy Spirit can reveal to us what You have already prepared for us and lead us into Your own grace. May all glory and honor be to You. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen
I think that by this time we all are able to recite I Thess 5:23,24. May these two verses be carved into our hearts because God Himself will sanctify us wholly. This is His will, and this is also His calling to every one of us. May we all hear this calling. This is also His own work.
Yesterday morning we shared a little about the creation and the fall of the soul. This morning we will not repeat that. We thank and praise our God. When God created man, He created man according to His own image. God Himself is a Trinity God. He is three but one. Man, as created by God, is also three in one. It is not three separate persons, but three parts. When He created us, He created us with the spirit, the soul, and the body. Although these are three parts, they are all one being, one body. In God's plan, He puts man's spirit at the highest place, because the spirit can commune with the Spirit of God and can receive from Him His will. Then the man delivers this will to his soul, because the soul is the person himself. Although the spirit is the highest, the soul is the most central, because we, the person, are the soul. The soul is we, the self. So we see when the spirit receives the will from God, and when the spirit fellowships that will to us the person, the self', then it starts our will. Then we are willing the will of God, and we understand His will in our mind. It also stirs up our emotion to love the will of God. In other words, we now receive the will that is revealed to us by God; then it commands our body to do the will of God.
When God created man, the Bible tells us that God breathed the breath of life into the nostril of man. Then man became a living soul. At that time man's soul was innocent, and his soul was neutral. His soul could very freely function and respond to God. But when man sinned, his spirit died. His relationship with God was severed. Man began to fall totally into his own soul and his own body. We also see that man became totally controlled by sin and self-centered. The soul of man is now in the fallen condition. And this we already mentioned.
We thank and praise our Lord. God came to seek and deliver the fallen, the lost man. When God's salvation came to us, it came to the center first and then it expands to the peripheral. So, when God came to save us, first He wanted to quicken our dead spirit; then salvation will reach our soul, and finally our body. Last night our brother mentioned especially this matter of being born again. What does it mean by being born again? In John 3:6, it says 'that which is born of the Spirit is spirit'. The first 'Spirit' is the Holy Spirit. The second 'spirit' is the spirit of man. The Holy Spirit gives us a second birth. That second birth quickens our spirit which was severed from God before. Now it is a new spirit. The Holy Spirit Himself comes to dwell in that spirit so that we can call Abba Father, proving that we are now God's children.
We thank and praise our Lord. I believe the brothers and sisters here, by the grace of God, have all experienced this rebirth. If we had not been born again, we would continue in this fallen condition; then we would not even have a beginning in spiritual matters. Brothers and sisters, at this moment, we were all born again. In the depth of our spirit there has been a tremendous change, because originally that spirit was dead, having no communication with God. But now this spirit is live again. We now have communication with God, and in us there is a great change. Brothers and sisters, when we were first born again, we must have experienced this great change. II Cor 5:17 says, "If any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new: and all things [are] of the God ...' If one is in Christ, then there is a new creation. We all know that, when we believe in the Lord, God does a work-- a new creation in us. So we are now a new creation in Christ; old things are gone. All things are new, and all are of God.
When you were first saved, you indeed experienced this new creation, and at that time you may really feel like saying, 'Although I remain on earth, I am really in heaven.' Many brothers and sisters have given this testimony. The day he was born again, he became a totally changed person. When he walked on the street, it was like walking on clouds. When he heard the singing of birds, it sounded very delightful. When he saw the trees and the grass, they looked so fresh. It was like he was elevated to the third heaven. At that time, he was full of peace and joy. He loved to read the word of God. He felt that every word in the Bible was speaking to him. He loved to pray; he wanted to continue praying. When he saw brothers and sisters, everyone seemed lovely to him. He loved to fellowship; he loved to attend meetings. If God at that time requested him of anything, he would say yes readily. He would forsake the whole world to follow the Lord. At that time, it was indeed like a new creation. How wonderful it would be if that condition could continue.
In the experience of many of God's children, we do see that, at the time when we were first reborn, indeed that was a new creation. All the old things had passed away; everything became new and everything is of God. However, good experiences do not last very long. After a little while, it seems we began to fall from the third heaven to the ground. Although there is still a new creation and there is indeed new life in us, and although our spirit is a new spirit, and the Holy Spirit dwells in us, but it seems that my old creation is still there. It seems my self, my old self, is still in me. Then we also discover that sin is still powerful in me. The world remains attractive to me. Our condition is not as perfect as it was at the time when I was first saved. Then, some of us may wonder whether we have been saved. "If I am really saved, how come I have gone back to my previous condition?" So, when they read II Cor 5:17, they seems to have a problem. It says that, if one is in Christ, he is a new creation. Old things have passed; everything is new; everything is of God.
I remember Brother T. Austin Sparks wrote this in his writing. He said he had questions about this verse. He wondered: "If one is in Christ, he is a new creation. If this is the case, then every old thing should have passed; everything becomes new; everything is of God. Then, how come it seems that the old things are still there? Why not everything is of God?" Then, one day, he discovered that it is not so in the original text. The original text does not say: 'If one is in Christ, he is a new creation.' It says, 'If one is in Christ, there is a new creation.' So he realized that it is in Christ that there is a new creation. If you are not in Christ, then the old things are still in you.
Brothers and sisters, when we were reborn, our spirit was reborn, but was our soul also changed? Was our fallen soul changed? Was our perishable body changed? The Bible tells us to repent and believe in Him. To repent is to change our mind. So, when we repent, there was indeed a change in our mind. Originally our heart and mind is toward sin, and now our heart and mind has turned around. We want to separate from sin. Originally our heart and mind is toward death. And now our heart and mind turns toward light. Because of the turning of the heart and mind, we can receive the Lord Jesus as our Savior. So we cannot say that the heart and mind do not matter. But, unfortunately, that turning was temporal. That turning was only on the surface. It was not a big turn in the soul and in the mind. Although we were given a new spirit, we still retained our old mind, because when we were saved, the change within our soul was not that thorough.
Then, what about our body? When we believed in the Lord, was there a great change in our body? Indeed, before we believed in the Lord, we had sorrow and we worried in our heart. After we believed in the Lord, the burdens are lifted. Nevertheless, the change is only on the surface. This body is still a perishable body and has not changed to an incorruptible body. So we know that, when we were saved, the primary change was actually in our spirit. A dead spirit has now become a living spirit. A spirit severed from God has now become a spirit in communication with God. This is the great change. As far as our soul and our body are concerned, we discover there is no great change yet.
Salvation not only reaches our spirit, but must also reach our soul and our body. Brothers and sisters, today among God's children, the general understanding about salvation is just like this: when we were reborn, our sins were forgiven, and now we have eternal life. Then if we die we will go to heaven. Besides this, there is nothing else. This is why we see Christians today are so weak. God's children do not know that His salvation is a comprehensive one. We read in the Scripture this term; 'salvation of the soul'. The Chinese version calls it 'salvation of the spirit and soul'. So we are confused about the salvation of the soul. But the Bible not only talks about our spirit being saved, it also emphasizes the salvation of our soul. Our soul needs to be saved.
The Book of Hebrews talks about the salvation of the soul. Many people have questions when they read the Book of Hebrews, especially chapters 6 and 10. They do not know that the salvation mentioned in Hebrews is a great salvation. That salvation is not a small one. That salvation is not just confined to our spirit. The great salvation you read about in Hebrews is really about the salvation of our souls. For example, Hebrews 10:35-39: "Cast not away therefore your confidence, which has great recompense. For ye have need of endurance in order that, having done the will of God, ye may receive the promise. For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay. But the just shall live by faith; and, if he draw back, my soul does not take pleasure in him. But we are not drawers back to perdition, but of faith to saving [the] soul." The original text mentions only soul; no spirit is mentioned. Here, the salvation of the soul is contrary to perdition. This 'perdition' does not refer to going to hell. It has a bearing on entering the kingdom. But we have no time to go into this aspect today.
I and II Peter also speak about the salvation of the soul. The Scripture we read, I Peter 1:9, talks about that. Even James talks about the salvation of the soul. Some say that what James said in his letter is contrary to what Paul said in his letter, because Paul emphasized justification by faith, and James emphasized justification by works. But James 1:21 says, 'Wherefore, laying aside all filthiness and abounding of wickedness, accept with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls." And here again, it mentions 'soul' only, and no 'spirit' is mentioned. It talks about the word that can save your souls. So we know that in the Scripture, there is this thing called 'the salvation of the soul'. It is not manufactured by man. Not only our spirit, but also our soul, needs to be saved.
Why does our soul need to be saved? According to our experience, after we were saved, and when the first love inspires us, it seems our whole person is changed, but gradually we discover that is not really the case. Although we realize that the Holy Spirit lives in our spirit, and He brings the will of God and the delight of God to us, we find that in our soul there is another old life. In our spirit, the Holy Spirit now becomes the life. But, in our soul, the fallen self remains to be the life of that soul. Our spirit and our soul are not consistent with each other, and the soul is not cooperating with the spirit. We discover that in us there seems to be two persons living. We remember that when Rebekah conceived, she found out that there were two children in her womb bickering with each other. This actually describes the experience we have when, after we are saved, our soul remained unsaved. There seems to be two persons living there. And these two persons inside compete with each other. The Holy Spirit and the flesh are at war with each other. The lust of the flesh wars against the Holy Spirit. You find that these two compete to live out. According to your inner man, you will to do the will of God, but you feel your external man is opposed to that. This life of the old self seems to be so strong, and this new life seems to be still very tender. So, oftentimes, it seems your old life is having the upper hand. When you follow the flesh, you find a condition of death on you. But, once in a while, you discover the new life is winning, and then you feel that there is life and peace in you.
Now, brother and sister, is this not our experiences? According to my inner man, I want to do the will of God, but my flesh prefers to obey the law of sin and death. This is just like what Paul says in Romans 7: "0 wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me from this body of death?" Brothers and sisters, is it not how you feel? Not only does sin have power in you so that you cannot do what you want to do, but you also end up doing what you do not want to do. You are still bound by sin. You still find the world attractive to you. Although you know you should not love the world, but you still find the world lovely. If it is so lovely how can I not love it? So in you there is this struggle.
Brothers and sisters, do you have such experience? You realize that, as a Christian, you should be able to live out Christ, and you hope to live out Christ. But, what lives out is still the old self, and you do not know why. Here we see why our soul needs to be saved. If our soul is not saved, we will live such a life of conflict. There will be strife between the spirit and the soul. On the other hand, it seems the spirit and the soul are often mixed together. You do not know what is the effect of the spirit and what is the effect of the soul because of the condition outside. On the external, the spirit and the soul appear very similar. You can feel it in your spirit. You can also feel it in your soul. Your spirit can receive directly from God His will, but your soul can also collect from external materials. You spirit can communicate with the Lord; you know the will of God and you are willing to do the will of God. But, in your soul, there is also His will. Sometimes you cannot distinguish these two. So, many young brothers and sisters often ask this question: "How can I tell which is the will of God? How can I tell that this is the will of God and not my own thinking?" This becomes a big issue, as if God is not willing for us to know His will. It seems we have to force Him to tell us a little bit about His will. Brothers and sisters, when we serve the Lord, we have a zeal to serve him. But when we serve Him, we cannot distinguish between the strength of our soul and the strength of our spirit. The spirit and the soul seem to be indistinguishable. We can see that our life as Christians is not sanctified. Our souls are not sanctified; they are not totally separated to God. This is our general condition. In these circumstances, we find that we really need the salvation of the soul.
Personally, I feel that, in our spiritual experience, there have been times when we can tell there is indeed a distinction between the spirit and the soul. We really wish that we can live in the spirit instead of the soul. We see that, for us, this is already a step forward. Unfortunately, many of God's children have not gained that sense yet; they just live by themselves. This is what Paul says in I Cor 3:1- "And I, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ." After we believe in the Lord, we should become spiritual, because our spirit is now alive. But Paul says, "I cannot speak to you as to spiritual; I can only consider you as fleshly." In the original language, 'fleshly' means it belongs to flesh, as babes in Christ. We all love babies. We see babies are innocent and happy. But we also know that babies are extremely of the flesh. A baby thinks only of himself. If he is hungry, he wants to eat. If you are a little late with his meal, he gets angry. When you want to get some sleep at night, he will not be considerate of you. Whenever he wants to cry, he cries. He is very much fleshly. This is the condition of a baby. Among believers many are like that. Although we belong to Christ, we are just babies. We all love babies, so we think it is all right if the baby is a little fleshy. We all have gone through this stage. But such a condition of things should not last too long. If it lasts too long, it becomes carnal. It is not only fleshy, but also fleshly. Then it becomes a problem, because he refuses to grow and wants to remain a baby. He always thinks of himself first and is totally selfish. He is not able to express Christ.
For one who is a baby in Christ, from the exterior, people cannot tell the difference between him and the people of the world. So some criticize that we believers are no different from the people of the world. What the Corinthian believers did is no different from what the people of the world normally do. People of the world strive, and they also strive. The difference lies only in the fact that their spirit is alive. They indeed have eternal life in them, but they fail to live according to that eternal life. That eternal life could not live out, because the life of that fallen soul surrounds that eternal life. So, what they live out is nothing but self; it is not Christ.
Brothers and sisters, so we see this one thing. Our soul needs to be saved. God has prepared salvation for our soul, but we do not know of it, and we have not accepted it. For that reason, we live in our soul life. We cannot live Christ out. It is impossible to live out Christ according to our own life. What is born of the flesh is flesh. Our flesh cannot change. We can decorate it a little bit. You can only make the outward of the flesh look a little different. In the past, you sinned by your flesh. Now you want to serve God with your flesh. But the carnal man will not submit to the will of God, and he cannot submit to the will of God. A man of flesh cannot please God. This is what we are told in Romans 8. One who has not been saved by grace is of flesh and blood; he is a natural man. A natural man does not know the will of God. He considers the will of God foolish; he does not want the will of God. But for a Christian, a believer, when he was a baby in Christ, he was a carnal Christian. Although in the spirit he is different, but in the soul he is totally the same as the person of the world. Our souls indeed need to be saved.
Brothers and sisters, I do not know if you have felt this need. If we fail to see this need of ours, we should take note of this great salvation that God has prepared for us. Today, if you sense this need, turn to see the wonderful salvation that God has prepared for you. This morning, we examine this matter from an objective truth. The Lord willing, tomorrow morning we will emphasize on our subjective experience.
When our Lord Jesus was crucified, He bore our sin on Him. Peter tells us that He has borne our sins Himself. All our sins piled upon him, and for our sins, He bled. His blood cleanses all our sins. The Bible tells us that Christ loves us and gave Himself for our sins. We thank and praise our Lord. This we have accepted. But when our Lord was crucified on the cross, He not only bore our sins, but also brought our old self with Him and crucified it on the cross. So the Bible says that Christ loves us and He gave himself for us, not just for our sins. On the cross, He not only became our substitution but also our representative. When our Lord died on the cross, you and I were crucified together with Him and became dead in Him. So the Bible says our Lord Jesus is the last Adam. We know that the first man is Adam. All that was born of Adam was in Adam. So we have all received this fallen life of Adam. The character of his fallen life is now deposited in us. Adam has his merits, but he also has his weakness. So we who are born of Adam, both the good and the bad of Adam are all mixed in us, but we are still Adam. No matter how you live, you are still Adam. This is the nature and the character of Adam's life.
God established our Lord Jesus as the last Adam. What does 'the last Adam' mean? It means He is the concluding one of Adam's race. When He died, the whole race of Adam died and was discontinued. I often quote a Chinese legend to illustrate this point. We know we are the descendants of Huang-dih (the Yellow Emperor). Once the Emperor was engaged in a war with a barbarian king. At that time there was a thick fog. How can people fight in a thick fog to win? But this Emperor invented the compass to enable his army to tell the direction. So, he beat the barbarian king. Now, let us assume that, in the battle that day, the Emperor did not invent the compass, so, at the end, he was defeated and killed by the barbarian king. Now, think. If so, would we, the descendants of Huang-dih, be here today? We definitely would not be here. There would be no Chinese in the world today. But now, we have over a billion Chinese in the world, because Huang-dih won the victory. So we can say that, if Huang-dih had died, we would all have died; we would not have existed.
Thank and praise God. In Adam, everyone must die. But when the Lord Jesus came, He became the last Adam. When this last Adam died on the cross, God says, Adam's race is concluded. Romans 6:6 says, "knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with [him], that the body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin." Now 'this old man' is in the singular. There is only one old man which is Adam. This old man in you and in me is just one man. We all are in Adam. But that old man now is crucified with Christ. On that cross, Christ has finished the old generation, the old creation. This is the salvation God has prepared for us. This old man has already been done away with. We can now be separated from this corruptible old flesh. We should no longer be under the law of sin and death. God has prepared for us this wonderful salvation. He has crucified you and me with Christ. When our Lord Jesus was crucified, although you and I were not born yet, but, in the eyes of God, you and I were already in Christ. He is the last Adam. So He has died for us once for all. His death on the cross brings to man the grace of redemption. This is the salvation God has prepared for us Christians.
Often when we preach the gospel, we tell the unbelievers that they do not have to die, because Christ has died for them. All the people in the world are afraid of death. They are under the terror of death. But they cannot escape such fate. "... inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment." We thank and praise God. We the believers shall never die; we shall just sleep. Sometimes we sleep longer, but we shall not die. Those who believe in Christ shall never die. We thank and praise God.
But there is also a gospel to believers. The gospel to believers is that we do not have to live, because One has lived for us. Brothers and sisters, is it difficult to be a Christian? We want to live Christ out. We strive very hard, but we cannot overcome the law of sin and death; we cannot overcome the old self. During the time of Reformation, the theologian Melanchthon once said, "I, the young Melanchthon, cannot overcome that old Adam." This is indeed our condition. But, we thank and praise God. We do not have to live ourselves any more, because we have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who lives, but Christ who lives in me. Now, we live in our flesh by His faith, by the faith of the Son of God. He loves me and gave Himself for me.
Now that we have been crucified with Christ, what shall we do? According to Romans 6:11, we must reckon ourselves to be dead to sin in Christ. We must reckon ourselves to be living to God in Christ. "So also ye, reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” Now that Christ has accomplished this salvation for us and saved us out of this fallen soul, how shall we live today? We have to believe, just as we believe that Christ has borne our sin. We believe that, as He has borne our sin, it is now deemed that we have never sinned before. But Christ bore our sin two thousand years ago. How can we get the forgiveness of sins? We just have to believe that, when Christ bore our sins on the cross, our sins were forgiven. By the same principle, we believe that we were cruciﬁed with Christ two thousand years ago; This is the salvation God has accomplished in Christ. What you need to do is to believe. You believe that you have been crucified with Christ. “No longer I who lives, but Christ lives in me.” For that reason, Romans 6:13 says that we should offer ourselves to God. We offer ourselves as slaves to righteousness. That is to say: We now let the life of Christ live out from us.
But, some may say, “I believe what Romans 6:6 says, that my old man was cruciﬁed with Christ. I also reckon myself to be dead. But no matter how I reckon, I am still very much alive. And the more I reckon, the more I become alive. What's going on?” I think the answer is very simple. You have forgotten that there is this simple phrase, "in Christ" in verse ll. When we say we reckon ourselves to be dead to sin, in the original text, it actually says we reckon ourselves in Christ to be dead to sin. If you are not in Christ, no matter how you reckon, you are still alive because your death is only in Christ. Now, we in Christ are alive to God forever. If you are not in Christ, you cannot be alive to God. Therefore, on one hand, we have to believe. On the other hand, we have to abide in Christ.
But, do not assume that, once you believe in Him, everything will be fine. This is different from the salvation of our spirit. The salvation of the spirit is once and for all. But, for the salvation of the soul, you have to believe and abide in Christ. If you continue to abide in Christ, then this fact of dying together with Him and living together with Him shall become real in you and shall display in you. This is the salvation that God has prepared for us. The Lord willing, tomorrow we will share more about the experience.
Let us bow down and pray.
Lord, we thank You and praise You, because Your salvation is so perfect and complete. You not only saved us from the great debt of sin, but You also want to deliver us and make us free forever. Lord, You not only have delivered our spirit, but you shall also deliver our soul and our body. Lord, Your will is for us to be wholly sanctified, so that, at the day of Your reappearing, we can be preserved blameless, and our spirit, and body will be wholly without blemish. Lord, may Thy will be done on us. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen

Message III
 
We will begin with reading I Thess 5:23-24 again. "Now the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly: and your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He [is] faithful who calls you, who will also perform [it]."
Let us also turn to II Cor. 3:16-18. "But when it shall turn to [the] Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of [the] Lord [is, there is] liberty. But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the) Lord [the' Spirit."
Matt 10:37-39: "He who loves.father or mother above me is not worth of me; and he who loves son or daughter above me is not worthy of me. And he who does not take up his cross and follow after me is not worth of me. He that finds his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for my sake shall find it." Now here, 'life' should be translated as 'soul'.
Matt 16:24-26: "Then Jesus said to his disciples, If any one desires to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whosoever shall desire to save his life shall lose it (now here 'life' is 'soul); but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what does a man profit, if he should gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?"
John 12:23-26: "But Jesus answered them saying, The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit. He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal. If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be my servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour."
Let us commit the word of God to His own hand.
Lord, we really thank You and praise You that we can gather here in Your name. Your name is so honored. Your name is above all names. Because of Your name, all knees shall bow and all tongues confess that You are Lord. We also thank You and praise You because You have given us Your own word. You have said that Your word is spirit and life. You have said that Your truth shall set us free. It is You, the Son of God, who sets us free. So when we come to You, Lord, we ask that You set us free with Your own truth, that You Yourself would make us free, that we can be in the condition and image that You want us to be, and that You may be honored. In the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen.
Now these two verses in our theme say, "Now the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly: and your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He [is] faithful who calls you, who will also perform [it]." From these two verses, we can clearly see the will of God for us. The will of God for us is for us to be wholly sanctified, so that our spirit, soul and body can be preserved blameless. This is the will of God for us.
When we examine ourselves today, can we say we are wholly sanctified? Are we wholly separated to God? Within us, is there nothing that is outside of God? Can we say before the Lord that we are blameless? If we are not there yet, it means that we do not know enough of the salvation of God. We know that to be wholly sanctified is not something that man can do. No one can quicken his own spirit that has already died in sin and transgression. No one can cleanse his own fallen soul so that he can be a vessel for the Lord.
No one can prevent this body of sin from sinning and this body of death from dying. So we see that this is the work of God Himself. The salvation that God has prepared for us is complete. In Christ Jesus, God has already accomplished salvation. Before our Lord Jesus was about to die on the cross, He cried out loud, "It is finished". That is to say, the salvation of God is now finished. All the salvation of the God is in Christ Jesus. We can also say that the salvation of God is Jesus Christ. Because in Christ Jesus He not only solved the problem of sin, He also solved our problem of death. He even solved the problem of 'self'. He has solved all the problems regarding our spirit, our soul and our body. Therefore, from the point of view of God's salvation, we can say the salvation of God is already accomplished, all in Christ. We cannot add anything, and of course we cannot take away anything.
This salvation is a complete salvation. The Bible calls it 'a great salvation'. And this salvation is comprehensive; this salvation is abundant. We have to admit that we have only a very limited understanding of this salvation. We know that, in the whole universe, there is only one salvation. Besides our Lord Jesus, there is no other salvation. It is not that there is a salvation for the spirit, and another for the soul, and a third salvation for the body. Although when we fellowship on this topic, for convenience, we talk about how our spirit was saved, and how our soul is saved and how our body is saved. But, brothers and sisters, remember that there is  only one salvation. This salvation reaches our spirit, soul and body.
In the meantime, when we experience this salvation, it is like what is said in II Cor. 1:10. "But in God who raises the dead; who has delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver; in whom we confide that he will also yet deliver". When Paul says that God has delivered us from that great death, he referred to the past. He said, "He saved us; He has already saved us to be separated from that great death. He saved us from that death in hell." This talks about the time when we were saved at the beginning. It talks about our rebirth. And the minute we believe in our Lord Jesus, we enter into life from death. This is something we have already experienced. But that verse also says that He is still saving us. In other words, it is not only in the past but also in the present. Now, today, when we live on the earth, He continues to deliver us daily. This delivering is actually to deliver our soul. Because we live in a body today, so we need to be delivered daily. We need to be saved to an extent that we no longer live out 'self' but Christ. Now in the same verse, Paul says, "He will still deliver us in the future." So here we see there is a deliverance in the future. That deliverance refers to our body being delivered. On that day, He will save our mortal body, so we will have a glorious body.
Brothers and sisters, it is not saying there are different or various kinds of salvation. There is only one salvation which is our Lord Jesus Christ. He shall save our spirit, soul and body. But, in our experience, when we believe in the Lord, our spirit was reborn. After we were reborn, in our daily life, our soul shall be delivered. Our fallen soul, which is restrained by sin and is so self-centered that it cannot express Christ, can gradually be delivered. We can be delivered from the control of sin, and from the bondage of our self- life. We will be delivered from the civil war inside, so that we can enter into the life of Christ wholly and the life of Christ can flow out from us. This is our daily need, and that salvation continues to work daily in us. Then, in the future, the Lord Jesus is going to change our base body to a glorious body like His. So, viewed from our experience of His salvation, there seems to be a distinction between what happened in the past, what is happening now, and what will happen in the future. So, brothers and sisters, do not have the wrong concept that we are preaching three different kinds of gospel. We only preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
There is only one gospel, the gospel of our Lord Jesus. But we thank and praise God; His salvation is so complete, working from the center to the periphery. We know that, when man sinned, the process happened from the external to the inside. Eve was walking in the bush. When she was walking near the forbidden tree, her eyes delighted in the forbidden fruit. She thought that it must be delicious. She was bewitched, thinking that after she ate it, she would be like God. So we can see that, when man fell, the temptation came from the outside to the inside. The work of the enemy starts from the outside and enters inside.
But, the work of God is from the center to the outside. He started in our spirit so that our spirit could be reborn, and it could be restored into communication with God. The Holy Spirit dwells in our spirit. Not only does He give us the knowledge of God, He also gives us the power of God, so that in the spirit we can commune with God. In the spirit, we can know the will of God. In the spirit, we can have power. Then it goes out from the spirit to the soul, so that the self-life in the soul can be dispelled, and the life of Christ in the spirit can fill the soul.
Brothers and sisters, I hope that we can be clear about one thing. Our Lord Jesus was crucified on the cross. Not only did He bear our sins, but God also crucified our old man on the cross with His Son. But, it is not to say that, when our Lord was crucified on the cross, our soul was annihilated. The cross does not annihilate or take away the soul, because the soul is us. The soul is our personality. If the cross did take away our soul, then we would not have our personality anymore. Our personality would be no more.
We know that our soul is created by God, so God did not annul the thing He created. In the functions of the soul, there is the will; there is thinking; there is emotion. God did not take those functions away. On the cross, what the Lord took away was the self-life from the soul. After the soul fell, 'self became its life . This 'self is fallen. That is what the Lord Jesus has taken away on the cross. Then, the spirit of the Lord can enter into our soul and fill it so that our soul can be changed.
So, what does it mean by the salvation of the soul and the sanctification of the soul? How can our fallen soul be saved? When our soul is delivered from our self-life, the life of Christ can fill our soul. In the past we have said, after we are reborn, we have two kinds of life inside, like two people living in there. In our spirit, there is the Holy Spirit living in there. It is the Lord Jesus living there through His own Spirit. He is the life in our spirit. In our spirit at that time, the feeling, the thought, and the will are all from God because the Holy Spirit dwells in our spirit. He is our life. But in our soul, the fallen self is still the king; he is still on the throne. He is not willing to give up. So there is a strife between the spirit and the soul, as if they are warring against each other.
So what does it mean by the salvation of the soul? Salvation of the soul is not to take away the soul, but it is to do away with the self-life in the soul on the cross, to allow the life of Christ, which is in the spirit, to fill our soul. Then, in our soul, there starts a transformation. Originally, our soul was in a fallen state. The soul originally could only express the fallen self My will represents only what I want. We do not know the will of God. We consider the will of God to be foolish. We have our own thoughts, and that represents our 'self. It is the same with our intellect. We use our own intellect to determine everything. That represents our 'self. Our compassion, our emotion, and our passion all represent our 'self. So, in our daily living, we live out our 'self. But, we thank and praise God. The salvation of God reaches our soul. He dispels the 'self and nails that an the cross. Then, the life of Christ through His spirit comes in instead. It is the Holy Spirit, Christ Himself, who is king. He uses the functions of the soul so that our will can express the will of God, our thinking can express the thinking of God, and our compassion can express the compassion of God. This is a transformation.
The Bible mentions this matter of transformation. The same terminology is used for the transformation of the body. Our Lord Jesus was transfigured on the mount. One day our corruptible body will be transfigured into a body of glory. But, here, concerning this matter of transformation, the emphasis is on the transformation of the soul. What does transformation mean? Transformation is metamorphosis, that is, to change from one essential form to another. Although this is a change from one form to another, but these are not two different things. It is still the same thing. This one thing is transformed into another form. Now this transformation is so thorough that, from its new form, you can hardly recognize its old form. It is as if you have a small caterpillar. You see a caterpillar crawling on a tree or on the ground. (I do not know how you feel about it, but the sight of a caterpillar makes my hair stand on end.) When it creeps, it creeps slowly. It is ugly and earthly. It can only creep on the ground. But this caterpillar, after its transformation in its pupa stage, turns into a butterfly. The butterfly is beautiful. And the butterfly flies. You could never imagine that the butterfly is that little caterpillar. But it was that caterpillar. It has gone through that transformation. We are told that, when they go through transformation, they really enter into a state of death. All the constitution of the old time seemed to have gone through a stage of death. Then it seems to enter a stage of resurrection. The difference is so striking. But that butterfly is indeed originally the caterpillar.
Brother and sisters, this is the transformation spoken of in the Bible. In II Cor. chapter 3, we see that originally we had a veil on our face. Because of the veil we could not see clearly. Whenever our hearts turn to the Lord, the veil is lifted up. Then we can have an open unveiled face to look upon the glory of God. When we look at the Lord with unveiled face, there is a transformation inside. As it is changing according to the image of the Lord, it changes gradually from glory to glory as if it is the image of the Lord. That is the work of the Spirit of the Lord.
Brothers and sisters, this talk about sanctification of the soul refers to this transformation. Our soul was originally like that caterpillar. It was creeping on the ground; it could only see the earth. It could not see heaven. It is stinky and ugly. But when we go through that transformation, gradually we go from glory to glory and are transformed according to the image of the Lord. We turn into a butterfly. We become a heavenly person that can fly. We no longer display the ugly character of man. Now, the heavenly character and the beauty of the Lord can be expressed in us. This is the process of the salvation and the sanctification of the soul.
Brothers and Sisters, today, on our heart, there is a veil. Because that veil is on our heart, we cannot see the glory of the Lord. What we can see are the earthly things. What we can see are the worldly things. We cannot see heaven. We cannot see the Lord. We can only see ourselves. For that reason, you can only live in yourself But that veil has to be lifted. How can that veil be lifted? It says here, when our heart turns to the Lord, that veil is taken away.
This reminds me of Romans 12:1,2: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God." Today we have received so much compassion and love from God. The grace of God comes upon us. The blood of Jesus cleanses us from our sins. The cross of Christ put our old man away. Not only does God justify us, He also sanctifies us. He not only sanctifies us, He also glorifies us. Even before the foundation of the earth, He had chosen us out of all people. He will not regret His calling and election. Whoever He predestines, He calls. Whoever He calls, He justifies. Whoever He justifies, He glorifies. He has predestined to conform us to the image of His son, so that His Son can be the first born among many sons. This means that all of us can get his character from the Lord Jesus Christ. The first born is the standard, and His character is the standard. Now the character of His life is also constituted in us. Our corrupted character in the past is now done away with. Now the character of Christ is our character, and Christ can be magnified through our body.
How can that veil be taken away from us? When does our heart turn to God? This should take place naturally after we have received so much grace. We are constrained by His love. We confess that one died for all and all died. Now we live no longer for ourselves. We live for Him who died and was resurrected for us. For this reason, we offer our bodies a living sacrifice. "Lord, I belong to You. I can no longer live for myself I live for You. As a sacrifice, I put myself on the altar so that You can work on me. You can cut me up with Your knife. You can cut me to pieces. You can expose all that is in me. You can wash me inside out. You can burn me with Your fire so that I can become food to satisfy You." Brothers and sisters, such consecration will help to remove that veil from our face.
Today, in the heart of many of Godts children, that veil is still there. They can only see themselves. They can only see the earth. They cannot see the glory of the Lord. Therefore they live only for themselves. They also live out only themselves. But, whenever you offer yourself completely to the Lord, the veil will be lifted. (To offer yourself to the Lord does not necessarily mean that you have to be a preacher. Nevertheless, if you want to preach, you have to offer yourself to the Lord.) To offer yourself to the Lord is to live for Him. How can you live for him? It is to let Him live out of you. If you let Him live, then you live for Him. If you do not let Him live, then you live by yourself. So you have to offer yourself to Him. You have to yield your right as a man to Him, to let Him have you totally, and to let Him do whatever He wants to do with you. He shall do a work of death and resurrection on you. He shall do a work of transformation in you until you are conformed to His own image. Rom 12:2 says, "And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God."
Brothers and sisters, if we offer ourselves to the Lord, the veil on our face is taken away, and we shall see His glory. In that glory, you shall see the Holy Spirit is transforming you by renewing your mind. Our heart and mind have remained in their old stage. Our mind was controlled and dominated by that fallen 'self'. As a result, our opinion about things was all worldly. Our evaluation of things was worldly evaluations. We loved the world and conformed to the world. Wherever there's a fashion in the world, we went after it. This is very natural, because our mind considers the fashion noble and precious. We are afraid to fall behind the trend.
But we thank and praise our Lord. When we offer ourselves to the Lord, the Holy Spirit starts to do the transforming work in our mind so that our point of view changes. Now we see the world as dung. How can we still treat it as treasure? In the past we are scared of the will of God. Sometimes I ask young people what they think is the will of God. They will normally say, "Whatever is contrary to my wish is the will of God." So they are naturally afraid of the will of God. They would rather not know it. But, we thank God. After you have offered yourself, your point of view will change. You will consider it as treasure to know the Lord Jesus. Who wouldn't want that treasure? You will love the will of God. You will want to prove the will of God, and you are ready to do His will. This begins your transformation.
The Bible tells us that, when we look at the glory of the Lord with unveiled face, the Holy Spirit will do this transforming work in our soul. He turns us from man's base, sinful and earthly character and gradually turns us to a heavenly spiritual character of Christ from glory to glory. What is glory? Glory is God himself When God is manifested, there is glory. Shame belongs to man. When man is expressed, it is all shame. So you see here our soul starts to change. In that transformation, it is from glory to glory until we are conformed to the image of the Son of God.
But in the process of being transformed into the image of the Son, we have to go through death and resurrection. That needs to go through the cross. We have to go through suffering, for we enter into glory through suffering. We remember that, in Matt 10:37, the Lord told His disciples, "He who loves father or mother above me is not worthy of me; and he who loves son or daughter above me is not worthy of me. He that finds his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for my sake shall find it." Brothers and sisters, the salvation of our soul is to lose the soul life. If we are willing to lose our soul life in this life, we are to lose our 'self; then we will gain that soul, and we will gain life.
Here the Lord emphasizes our emotion. We know that in our soul there is emotion. In man's natural emotion, the most noble is to love your parents and to love your children. The Bible tells us to honor our parents. The Bible also tells us to bring up our children properly. So among the love of man, his love for his parents and his children is the most noble. But the Lord tells us that, if you love your parents above Him, you are not worthy of being His disciple. That is to say that, if you love your parents more than you love Him, then you cannot learn of Him. Now, is this demand from the Lord excessive? Is it to say that, if we love the Lord, we can no longer love our parents? Not so. The Lord shows us that the highest expression of emotion in our soul is filthy. In the very innermost, it is still the 'self. Why do you love your parents? It is because your parents provide you with food and clothing, and they raise you up. So, a closer examination will show that such love still has selfishness inside. Why do you love your children? Because they are your children. You do not love other children as you love your own son or daughter. That also has selfishness inside. So you see that our soul is truly fallen. The life of the soul is full of 'self. The Lord wants to annihilate our self-life. He wants us to love Him more than we love father or mother, son or daughter. He is actually saying that He wants us to gain His love. His love is absolute. His love is unconditional. His love is not affected by the environment, because God is love. He loves because He is love. There is no reason. He can love those who are not lovely. He is love.
Today He is to cleanse our emotions. When our emotions are being purified, we will suffer a little, because loving our parents is natural. When we want to follow the Lord, if the will of the Lord clashes with your parents' will, who will you follow? Are you going to give up the Lord and obey your parents? Or are you going to submit to the Lord and give up your parents? This is a very painful choice for our flesh. But we thank God. The Spirit of the Lord works in us through the cross. He constrains us with His love, so that we are willing to give up our soulish life. Then we gain our soul, and we gain this life.
In order to make it clearer for our brothers and sisters, I would like to give this small testimony. It is my personal testimony. I will use it to illustrate this verse. I loved my father. My father loved me. But in my path of following the Lord, and after I was enlightened by the Bible, I felt that I should be baptized. My background was Methodist; I was sprinkled when I was a baby. But the Bible tells us to believe and be baptized. I felt that, when I was a baby, I did not really believe in the Lord. My father believed, but his faith was not mine. So I felt at that time that, since I had believed, I should be baptized. But the problem was that my father was a Methodist pastor. I knew that, if I were baptized, I would hurt my father's heart. So when my friends encouraged me to be baptized, I argued with them. My words were very stubborn, but my heart was pretty soft. I told them, "No, I don't need baptism. When I was a baby, water was sprinkled on my forehead in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. I cannot false claim the name of the Lord. So I cannot be baptized again." I seemed to have a valid reason. My friends thought I was quite hopeless. But I knew very clearly in my heart. So, after our conversation, I sat there alone praying. I said to the Lord, "Lord, I know I need to be baptized, but it's not convenient now. Wait until I graduate from college, and when I become independent. Then I will be baptized." Very amazingly, (that was my first experience) suddenly a voice came to me, "He who loves his father or mother above me is not worthy of me." These words struck me. I went downstairs and knocked on the door of Brother Watchman Nee.
He came out and asked me, "What do you want?" I said, "I want to be baptized." He said, "Have you told your father?" I said, "My father doesn't know, but I want to be baptized." That night I was baptized. One year later I told my father. My father was very hurt. He was hurt not because I was baptized; he was hurt because I did not trust him. My father said, "When you wanted to be baptized, I would have baptized you." He was deeply hurt.
Brothers and sisters, you see, when the Holy Spirit does the work of transformation in our heart, we have to carry the cross. "He who loves father and mother above me is not worthy of me." If you ask me today how much I love my father, I can tell you, "I love my father now more than before." In the past it was only based on a relation of the flesh. Now it is a relation in the spirit.
In Matt 16:21-26, our Lord told Peter, "I'm going to Jerusalem and I am going to be rejected. I will be crucified and on the third day I will rise." Then Peter took hold of the Lord, saying, "You have to be careful Yourself Do not just sacrifice Yourself" What did the Lord do? He turned around and said to Peter, "Satan, get behind me. You are mindful of man only; you are not mindful of God. Whoever follows Me has to deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me. If you want to save your soul, you will lose your soul. If you lose your soul for My sake, you will gain your soul.
Now what benefits you if you win the whole world but lose your soul?" Brothers and sisters, in our thinking and in our mind, we have to go through the dealing of the cross. The Holy Spirit will arrange conditions where the thinking of God comes into conflict with your own thought. That is the point of time you have to deny yourself. You have to take up the cross and follow Him.
Now the cross is something you can take up or leave behind. If you run from it, you will have to rely on your own will to go through. Peter appeared to be for the Lord, but he was actually for himself He did not want the Lord to be sacrificed because he himself did not want to be sacrificed. That was from Satan. So here we see that our heart, our mind, has to be dealt with on the cross. We have to lay aside our own thinking, our own opinions. We have to accept the will of God. Our thinking has to be dealt with on the cross. Then the mind of Christ shall be our mind. This is what Paul says in Philippians 2:5-8 to let the mind of Christ be our mind. Then we become willing to empty ourselves and to stand before Him on the ground of a bondservant. We are prepared to die and die on the cross. When there is such a condition, then you will experience a change inside and then enter into glory.
In John 12:24-26, we see that even our will has to go through the cross. If a grain of wheat does not fall to the ground and die, it remains alone. But if it dies, it bears much fruit. The Lord says, "Whoever wants to follow me, where I am, he shall also be." If you lose you life, you will gain life. Brothers and sisters, do we have a willingness to fall on the ground and die, so that the life of the Lord can live out in us?
The sanctification of the soul is to go through the suffering of the cross. This is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit, but we need to cooperate. We do not have the ability to sanctify ourselves. The Holy Spirit who leads us convicts us of our sins. He brings us to see our Lord. When He leads us to see our Lord, then we are willing to lay down ourselves. Wherever the Lamb is, there we should follow. In this way the Holy Spirit will constitute the character of the Lord in us. Then Christ can be magnified in us. This is the sanctification of the soul. May the Lord have grace upon us. Let's bow down and pray.
Our Lord, we thank You and praise You, because You love us so much. You want to save us completely. You want to conform us into the image of Your Son. Lord, so many times, when Your Holy Spirit works on us with Your cross, we flee; we try to escape. Lord, forgive us. Lord, show us Your own beauty, so that we can be transformed and can be in Your image, so that Your heart can be satisfied. Lord, give us a willingness, willing to deny self daily take up the cross and follow You. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.

Message IV
 
We thank the Lord that He has given us another opportunity to gather before Him. My own feeling is that every time after we break the bread in remembrance of our Lord, there is nothing else we should say. Since we have a touch with the Lord like this, we can fellowship in His blood; we can have fellowship – commune – with His body. Then I feel that is sufficient. There is nothing more precious than fellowshiping and communing with the Lord. Nothing can be more glorious than this. But since the brothers have so arranged, I can only submit.
Now the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly: and your whole spirit and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He [is] faithful who calls you, who will also perform [il]. (1 Thess. 5:23-24)
Wherefore also we are zealous, whether present or absent, to be agreeable to Him. For we must all be manifested before the judgement-seat of the Christ, that each may receive the things [done] in the body according to those he has done, whether lit be] good or evil. (II Cor. 5:9-10)
According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it. For other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone build upon [this] foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, straw, the work of each shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare [it], because it is revealed in fire; and the fire shall try the work of each what it is. If the work of anyone which he has built upon [the foundation] shall abide, he shall receive a reward. If the work of anyone shall be consumed, he shall suffer loss, but he shall be saved, but so as through [the] fire. (I Cor. 3:10-15)
Let us bow down and pray.
Lord, we thank You and praise You because You have given us Your word. Through Your word we can gain Yourself We look unto Your Holy Spirit to once again quicken Your word, so that Your word becomes in each of us life and spirit and that Your will can be accomplished. In the name of Lord Jesus. Amen.
The word of God tells us that He made the shape of man with dust, and He breathed the breath of life into the nostrils of this man. That man became a living soul. So we know when God created man, He gave us a body. The body was formed by dust; it gave us a natural ability to come in contact with things on earth. When the breath of God was breathed into the nostrils of man, that became the spirit of man because it came from the inside of God directly into the inside of man. So man can come in contact with the Spirit of God through this spirit. When the spirit and the body met, it created this living soul. This living soul is us, the man himself. It is the place where our personality is.
According to the order of creation by God, the spirit is at the highest position because the spirit is where a man meets God, and from God he receives His abundance. Through our spirit we come to know God, and through our spirit we worship God. Therefore, the spirit is at the highest position inside a man. But the soul is the most critical thing in a man, because our soul represents us the person. Our soul has the ability to receive the revelation from God to us, and then it can command our body to do the will of God. So we know that the soul of man is in a very important position. After man fell, the spirit of man became dead to God, and man fell into his own soul and his own body. And then the Bible says, "Man became flesh", because he was severed from God. So the life of this fallen man is the 'self. Now this self life considers 'self to be the center. Sin reigns in this man, and he is now under the bondage of death and sin. Not only was the spirit dead, but that death also reached to his soul and his body.
But we thank and praise God. Because God loves us, He has prepared a complete salvation for us. A fallen man cannot save himself He cannot quicken his own spirit, and he cannot save his own fallen soul. He cannot save his own body in order that it will not die. All this is beyond what man can do. But we thank and praise God. What man cannot do, to God all is possible. God has prepared for us a complete salvation. The salvation of God not only reaches our spirit, but also revives our spirit, which was dead in sin and transgression. What is born of the Spirit is spirit. The Holy Spirit gives us a rebirth. Not only has He given us a rebirth, but the Holy Spirit Himself now dwells in our new spirit. The reason He dwells in us is to complete the will of God. The Holy Spirit in us wants to touch the function of our conscience. Our conscience has been cleansed by the blood. So now, our conscience has God as our standard. The Holy Spirit uses the standard of God to touch our conscience so that we know what is sin and what is righteousness. The Holy Spirit now also touches the intuition in our conscience, so in our intuition we can directly understand the will of God. The Holy Spirit touches upon this function of communication in our spirit so that we can have constant communion with God. Thus, the Holy Spirit has now restored our spirit to the original function that God intended it to be. The Holy Spirit brings our spirit to a holy state. Sanctification means 'according to the original design of God.' So the Holy Spirit in our own spirit brings us to a sanctified state.
We see that God's salvation also reaches our soul. Through the cross of Christ, He has crucified our old man with Him so that today, as we live, "it is no longer I but Christ lives in me." Originally 'self is the life of the soul. But, through the cross, the 'self has been done away with. Now Christ not only lives in our spirit, but He also lives in our soul. Christ Himself is now the life in our soul. Christ Himself is cleansing our mind, our emotion, and our will. Through the Holy Spirit, He leads us to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Him. He is doing this transforming work so that there is a great change in our soul. Originally, the soul is full of 'self. Whatever is expressed from inside of us is nothing but 'self. Whatever comes from our 'self is nothing but shame. But we thank and praise God. The Holy Spirit 3 doing this transforming work in us, so that our self life is decreasing day by day and that the position of Christ's life in our soul is increasing more and more, just like what John the Baptist said: "He must increase and I must decrease." When Christ is in us being our life, what we live out will be Christ and no longer myself The character of Christ is gradually constituted in us. So, what is manifested now is Christ, not ourselves. This is the work that the Holy Spirit is doing in us today.
Everything that God requires from us is only one thing, and that is to cooperate with Him, because there is nothing we can do. Everything is done by the Spirit of God, but He needs our cooperation. Because God gives us a will — it is a free will — and God honors our character, He never forces us. If you are constrained by His love and are willing to offer yourself to Him, then He will do His work in you. If you are not willing, although you have been saved by grace, our God will not compel you.
Some will say, "If I have believed in the Lord Jesus, I am saved; I will not go to hell; I will go to heaven, and that is enough. Why does God's word tell us we still have to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Him? Why does the Bible tell us not to love the world? Can I not have the best of both worlds? On the one hand, I have been saved and I can go to heaven; on the other hand, I can love this world, I can enjoy the pleasures of this world, and I can satisfy myself, since I have already been saved. Is it not even better?"
Why do we as believers today have to resist the world, be separated from it, and still need to deny ourselves and still have to take up the cross? Why do we have to suffer like this? If man's salvation is only a matter of going to heaven or hell, then the most clever person might be the one who decides to go on to enjoy the world after he is saved. But the word of God says that, when we are saved, although our spirit is reborn, our soul still needs to be saved.
What is so important about the salvation of the soul? The word of God says, "Now the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly: and your whole spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." Here it says that our Lord Jesus is going to return. Two thousand years ago, our Lord came to earth once. He accomplished the work of redemption. Now He tells us that one day He shall return. Brothers and sisters, why does it matter to us that He is returning? I believe that all of us sitting here know that our Lord will come again. We also know that the day of His coming is near. As the Bible says, He is already at the threshold. In countries in the east, when you go to somebody's house, it is a little different from the way you go to someone's house in the western countries. In a western house, once you go through the gate, you are already inside the house. The structure of eastern houses divides the house into many sections.
You have to go through several gates in order to enter into the house. Matthew chapter 24 tells us that the Son of Man is near, just at the 'doors threshold'. There are many doors there. He might be at the front gate, or the middle gate, or the inner gate. But no matter what, when he gets to the gate of the house, He will already be in the house.
Brothers and sisters, we have to ask ourselves a question. What is our attitude towards the second coming of our Lord? Shall we welcome Him? Do we wish we could see Him face to face? Or, when we talk about our Lord's coming back, is there a fear in our hearts? We do not know what will happen when we see Him. Are we afraid of seeing Him? Why would some long for Jesus' coming and wish to see His face? As Peter said, "Although we have not seen Him, we still love Him." He also expressed the wish to see Him face to face. Or, do we have fear like some Christians whenever the Lord's coming is mentioned? Why is it so? If today the outcome of our being saved is just to go to heaven, and outside of this there is nothing else, then why do we have two different kinds of feeling about His coming?
We thank the Lord. In John 5:24, Jesus says, "Verily, verily I say unto you, that he that hears my word, and believes Him that has sent me, has life eternal, and does not come into judgment, but is passed out of death into life." We thank the Lord. We were those who should perish. Originally, we were supposed to be standing before the Great White Throne for judgment . We know that at the end times, the Great White Throne will be set up, and all the dead will rise up and will be judged according to their record. Everyone of us has a file in front of the Lord. All the things we have done in our life are recorded there. God will judge us according to that record. That is the judgment of the Great White Throne. It is a matter of eternal death or eternal life. It would be frightening to stand in front of the Great White Throne. The moment will determine our eternal destiny.
But we thank our Lord and praise Him. This judgment has already been borne by our Lord Jesus on the cross. Our Lord has borne all our sins on the cross. When He hung on the cross for our sins, He cried out, "My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?" Within those three hours, from 12 o'clock noon to 3 o'clock in the afternoon, when He gave up His spirit, there the sinless became sinful for us. The wrath of God fell upon Him. God separated Himself from Jesus. The One who was one with God from eternity to eternity was cut off from God in those three hours. He tasted the taste of hell. Hell is a place where it is forever cut off from the living God. But our Lord on the cross tasted the taste of hell for us. We thank and praise God. At the last hour, He said, "It is finished." The work of redemption was finished. Then He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
Brothers and sisters, we who have believed in our Lord Jesus have already come out of death and entered into life. We are no longer condemned. We will not go through the judgment before the Great White Throne. We have already been given eternal life. For this redemption God has paid the highest price. It is His Son Himself who has died for our sins. For this, we thank and praise Him. But, brothers and sisters, this does not mean that we will escape judgment. It is true that, after we become Christians, there is no longer judgment on us. But many God's children do not know that, when our Lord Jesus comes, judgment shall start in the house of God. When our Lord comes again, all of His household shall gather before Him. There we shall go before the judgment seat of Christ. So Paul says that we have to be blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. It implies that, when the Lord Jesus comes, some will be blamed. If we do not receive the whole salvation from God, or, if today, after we are saved, we live in a very careless way, then we have not let Christ live in us. We still live for ourselves. Then, brothers and sisters, when our Lord gathers His family before Him, serious problems will arise. In II Corinthians, chapter 5, it tells us that Paul said, "Living or dead, I have an ambition." What was this ambition? "I want to please Him." Why did he have this ambition? He said that all shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ and all will be judged according to what they have done.
Brothers and sisters, we thank and praise our God. By God's grace, we shall not be judged before the Great White Throne. But, ahead of us there is a judgment before Christ. In I Thessalonians chapter 4, it says that the trumpets shall sound. Those dead in Christ shall rise. Those that remain shall be lifted to the skies and meet the Lord. We shall be lifted to the air and will gather before Christ in the air. This will be a big family gathering. We all know that this judgment seat is a place slightly higher. We know families in the east are usually large, not like the small families we have in the west. I was born in a big family with all four generations living in the same house Even the daughters who were married stayed in the house. Here, we shall have the largest family in the whole world -- The house of God. All those belong to the Lord are children of this family. So, one day we shall be gathered together. In the east, we have this custom. Sometimes we hold family meetings when all members, young and old, gather together in one big room. In that room, there is one raised platform where the head of the house is supposed to sit. All the family stand before him. If there is someone in the house who has brought honor to the father or ancestors, then the head of the house will praise him in the open and reward him. But if there is someone who has done something to defame the family, then he will be rebuked in the open and punished. But we have to remember. This is a judgment within the house. If you are not a member of that house, you cannot partake. If you are not a child of God, then you have no part in that judgment. But if you are a child of God, you cannot escape from it. All of us, when Christ comes, shall be gathered before Him. At that time all of us will be judged. But this is not the judgment of the Great White Throne which has something to do with governing. It concerns matters of eternal life or eternal death. But this judgment is before a seat, a judgment within the house. It has nothing to do with eternal life or eternal death. It has to do with rewards or loss.
As we have seen in I Corinthians chapter 3, Paul says he is like a wise architect who has already laid the foundation. That foundation is no other than Jesus. But we all are building upon it. We may build with gold, silver, and precious stones, or we build with straw, wood, and stubble. What does this mean? It means that after we believe in the Lord, whatever we did before we believed has been cleansed and already judged. It will not be condemned again. But after we were born into His house, then our everyday life is like building up something. We all are building. We can use gold, silver, and precious stones. Gold represents the nature of God. In the Old Testament times, silver was used to signify redemption. Precious stones refer to the work of the Holy Spirit. We can use gold, silver and precious stones to build. We can use the life of God to build. We can build according to the work of Christ's redemption. We can build according to the word of the Holy Spirit within us. But we can also build with wood, hay, and stubble. Wood is the nature of man. Hay represents the work of man because the Israelites used hay to build. Stubble is the glory of man. The glory of man has no value. Brothers and sisters, after we were saved, how do we live before God? Do we live according to the life of God in us, or do we live according to our old self life? Do we live according to the redemption of Christ, or do we live according to our own work? Or, just like some who try to justify himself with his own works, do we let the Holy Spirit do the transforming work in us? He uses pressure, darkness, and heat, to test us so that we can become precious stones. But today we build with stubble. We only ask for the glory of man. We do not let the Holy Spirit work within us.
Brothers and sisters, if you build with gold, silver and precious stones, you will have to pay a price. You have to deny yourself, take up the cross, and follow Christ. If you build with wood, straw, and stubble, you need not pay much price. But if you build with gold, silver, and precious stones, what you build is something man cannot see. If you build with wood, hay, and stubble, it can be very big which every one can see. But one day, fire will come. Our God is a consuming fire. Before the judgment seat of Christ, our Lord shall measure every one of us according to Himself How much in us is from Him? How much in us is from ourselves? If it is from Him, like gold, silver, and precious stones, when it is tried by fire, not only will it not be consumed, but it will shine with greater glory. If it is wood, hay and stubble, it will be consumed by the fire. Although the person himself will be saved, he will be merely saved. In other words, from the day he is saved until the day he sees the Lord, all these days are all spent in vain. All his works will not last. If today on this earth, we let the Holy Spirit do the transforming work in us and let the character of the Lord be constituted in us, then on that day, we see that we shall be rewarded. Of course this reward is based on His grace, not on our works. Paul says that "I am what I am; it is all by His grace." By His grace, if God wants to work on us, we will let Him. If Christ wants to live in us, we let Him live. Then, on that day we will be rewarded.
Brothers and sisters, today among God's children, there is a big defect concerning their understanding about the truth of God. Some think there is only the difference between today and eternity. It is only a matter of 'today I live, and forever I will be in heaven'. But the Bible tells us that not only is there today but there is also the age to come. There is also an eternal age between now and eternity. What does this age refer to? This age to come refers to the kingdom coming to earth. The Lord shall reign on earth one thousand years. Among God's children, few understand the gospel of the kingdom, thinking that the gospel is only the gospel for forgiveness of sins. They only know the gospel of Luke, because Luke talks about the forgiveness of sins. They do not know the gospel of Matthew, the gospel of the kingdom. It is not to say there is only one kind of gospel. It is to say that the gospels cover a lot, for the salvation of God is so great.
Brothers and sisters, not only do we have to receive this gospel about forgiving sins, but we also have to accept the truth about the kingdom. When John Baptist came to earth, he said, "Repent, for the kingdom is near." Here we see the reason for repentance. He was not saying one must repent because he has sin. (Of course you should repent when you have sins.) He warned people to repent because the kingdom of heaven was near. When the kingdom comes, you cannot go into the kingdom in your present condition. The Jews had a temple. They had priests and sacrifices. They had the Old Testament Bible. They had the rituals and the words. They appeared to be a godly nation. But John said, "You shall repent. In your present religious condition, you cannot enter the kingdom. You have to repent because of the kingdom." When our Lord came out preaching, He said, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Indeed our Lord is the king of His kingdom. He said, "I was born for this. But my kingdom does not belong here." Our Lord is the king of the kingdom. In other words, our Lord is the kingdom. But why did He say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand"? Even though our Lord is the king, He did not have His people. A nation must have its people. If a nation has only a king but without people, then it does not count. Therefore, when our Lord came out to preach, He preached the kingdom.
In Matthew chapter 11, Jesus said, "From the time of John the Baptist till now, the kingdom of heaven has been entered through force." At that time, the Lord already had disciples. His disciples are His people. His authority reaches to His disciples. So He has His kingdom. But in order to enter, you have use force. Now this force in the original text means 'violence'. Violent men enter into it. Now what does this 'violence' mean? It does not mean you are supposed to apply violence on others. If you are violent toward others, it has nothing to do with the kingdom, for that is the spirit of the world. The 'violence' here is to apply toward yourself This is what the Bible means by denying yourself Deny yourself Your 'self' is fallen so you have to reject him and accept the cross. The cross, on one hand, decreases you, while, on the other hand, it increases Christ. It starts to form a change in your life so you can come out of your own personality in order that the life of Christ may be constituted in you.
Indeed the kingdom today is still hidden. The world has not seen the kingdom coming. But the reality of that kingdom is already on earth. Some Christians are violent and zealous before God. The kingdom of heaven is already on them. The Lord said, "Blessed are those who are poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Brothers and sisters, on earth today there is a group of disciples who are true disciples. They really learn from our Lord. Now that learning of course is through the Lord's grace. They carry their yoke with the Lord. The Lord is meek and lowly. So they learn of the Lord. They have peace in their soul. In other words, they soul is saved and sanctified. Brothers and Sisters, the kingdom is a reality on them.
But, for many others, the kingdom is totally far away. In them there is no reality of the kingdom. They do not let the Lord reign in them. They are still sitting on their own throne. These people have nothing to do with the kingdom of heaven. One day, when our Lord comes, then the kingdom will be revealed. Brothers and sisters, the Bible tells us some will reign with Christ one thousand years. Others will be outside the door.
Often times we do not understand the truth of the kingdom. We apply some passages from the Scriptures to people who do not believe, for instance, the five foolish virgins and the five wise ones.
Some say these five foolish virgins are not believers. But the Bible begins telling this parable by saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is like ...' Unbelievers are normally compared to a harlot, for they are one with the world. Only those believers who belong to the Lord are virgins. (Paul says, "I have betrothed you as chaste virgins to a husband." So we know virgins refer to saved ones.) They all have lights with oil in them. It means that in them there is the Holy Spirit. They all go out to welcome the bridegroom. (Would there
be unbelievers waiting for the coming of the Lord? Of course not.) But they all fall asleep because the Lord is not here yet. During the night there is a voice. The groom is coming. They all wake up. They are going to welcome the groom. The wise virgins have reserved extra oil for their lamps. So they put the oil in the lamps to welcome the groom. The foolish ones also have their lamps but without oil. They have spent their money for oil for other things which they think more precious than oil. So, at that crucial moment, the light of their lamps goes out. They are not worthy to welcome the groom. They try to borrow oil. But the wise virgins reply that their oil is not for loan. The others have to go buy it. Brothers and sisters, the Holy Spirit that is in us is given to us. But, in order to be filled with the Spirit, you have to pay a price. If you are not willing to pay a price, then you are not worthy to see the face of the Lord. So here we see the five wise virgins get to go to the wedding. They enjoy the feast while the five foolish virgins are left outside the gate gnashing their teeth.
"Now the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly." Sanctification means complete separation for God like Christ is. This is sanctification. Sanctification means to have the character of Christ be your character. May the God of peace sanctify you wholly so that your spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of the Lord. Brothers and sisters, this is the will of God toward us. He does not wish to see that, when we see Him, we are ashamed. If we are in that condition, we shall really hurt him. He has accomplished such a great salvation for us. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit work in one accord so that we may be wholly sanctified. But we have rejected His great salvation. Brothers and sisters, this is not the will of God. God's will is for us to be joyful when we see Him. The will of God is for us to be awarded and to have a part in His kingdom. His will for us is to have a part in the wedding of the Lamb. I believe the wedding of the Lamb will continue for a thousand years. It will be a glorious one. That is the will of the Lord for us. And this is the calling of God. Our God is faithful. He will do it.
Brothers and sisters, God is willing. Are you willing? Thank God. All is by grace. God's grace has already been given to us. The work of God is already accomplished. The Holy Spirit has come. He is already working in us. He is going to perform the glorious work of God. We all have to be conformed to the image of His Son and become worthy to be His bride. But, brothers and sisters, are we willing? God so wills. May we be willing. May God be gracious to us. We shall see His glory before us. We shall see our Lord soon. Let us adorn ourselves and be prepared.
Let us bow down and pray.
Our Lord, how glorious You are. Your will is also glorious. You actually want to save us, the dishonorable ones, to an extent that we may be conformed to the image of Your Son and that we may be the companion of Your Son forever. Lord, Your love is so great. May Your love constrain us so that we will not make light of Your grace and that we may rise up to work with you and put ourselves in Your hands. Lord, may You keep up with Your good work until Your glory is revealed. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
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